Aprid @8, 1940

Honorable Harold L. Iockes,
Jeerotary of the Interior,
Washington, Ds Ce

Dear Mr, Secrotarys

xmmmuuforgiwmdahwin'
replying to your personal lstter dsted in Washingbon
April 16, which arrived in Fort Worth on the 22, &
mmmmmwmmmmwmmz
of my owm, Your lottor came to my office during my
absence, snd, oince it bore on the envelope the word
“Personal®, which was-underscorsed, it was naturally
sssumed that your wich was that no other person should
peruse it, at least until after I had done so. My
office gent you a letter on April Zith, by alrmedl
(which you chould have roceived the morning of the 25th)
prior to the date you sent out your letter to the Con-
gresenmen April 26th, Thio lotter etated the faot of my
absence and asgured you that the letter would be attended
to promptly on my rotumn, Otill, you saw fit to change
the character of the correspondence from private to
publiec, That io all right with pej but, if only you
had thought of the reporters before marking the letter
"Personal®, we could have gotten sll of this over sconer.
Itm&a&ﬂlmtm,m&xw«wmmgm
at firet hand, I reogret the ghine teken off your lotter
by the publicity shortecircuit, for it wes a pretiy good
effort, in the best traditions 0&‘ the blaﬁt from the

imaryﬁma

;ammmmwmmum
; that I hed not suffored to such an extent that
Iea longer able to adorn the streots of our city
as I swing elong with proprieterien® (Golly, what a wordl)
fair to gladden the eyes and brighten the lives of loss
favored individuals with my tonsorial effulgence”. This
parsgraph 4o @ Wuﬂeﬁmﬁdh&wh&mﬁ&aw

agiwyhmﬁmmm,

:mfcmadwmfessmtmmm
boon a bit of extra delsy, even after my return Saturday,
&wuavw,&mmmmmyofammgmmﬂw



the effort to understand just what all those li-cylinder
words in your letter meant, I have & dark suspicion that
12 I could figure out all of them; I would tend to be
irritated, And that ig en alarming thought, sfter seeing
- what irritetion doss to :atmwmmmm for its
sunninesse ;

' ~ I am sure you do not really subscribe
~ to the theory which you seen %o advance in your letter—
that becsuse an official has been right onco, he must
wmummwuwtummm,
and that because a citisen, not on the Goverament payroll,
has once been pleaced with performonces by en officisl
that citizen is forever debarred from being displeased
with Wmmmmhmmde. dgsisted, as you
sey, by the full powsr of the Administration, you did a
modjoh holping Texas with its oil problems, for
which we give you full eredit; but, I must respectfully
point out that we do not nececsarily need the same kind
of help, with or without the cooperation of your departe
monty in respect to political problems in Texas at the

, If there is & comnection bstwsen oil
regulation, or even PWA projects, and the question of
whether Texes should be allowed posceubly to stand up
for ite owm John Gamer, I fail to got it, Bui, you see,
down here wo are just country folks., We get along as
woll as we do only because there are not meny who are
hardhaarted suough to take advantage of us. lHaturally,
we can not afford to get mad whon there is an ovcasionsl
exveption} mmtoohwybaﬁngt&wnkmltherammt

: I an wore %touched than you can
imogine by your sollocitude for the fresdom of Texas
voters snd subseribe fully %o yowr obviously lately
developed opinion that they ere cspable of scting for
themselves without being told bhows If your departwment
had adopted that view earlier, or even now if you would
give expression to it by plecing a parental restraint on
cowe of the enthusiastic saviors of Temasy who are now
on the payroll of your department snd presumably under
your control, our newspaper would not fesl called upon
to hom into the saiter of your rolations with Texac,
If 1t be true, as you say, thut our editorials have



attenpted to influence Texas wvotors to stand up for
Carper, it is Just sc true that you, directly or
indirectly, by gvert word or by the "tonsorial efful-
gence” of your progence, heve attempted to influence
Texue voters to dony their own man. If our course is
fdictatorial®, it is plainly less reprehensibls than -
ﬁmmmammtuomrmWsM‘
outoide the State, After all, we are Texans and have
been for generations, and wo wore Democrate even long
Mmmmﬁw Our bellot hes alweys been
for the Dewcoratic ticket and we expect it to continue
to be so, even though we may be roprimended fyom the
m@wmrwmvmgmmawaww
ourgelves sbout our State's pert in the selection of
party Nominees, These things mey not be important,
but thay do guggest that we moy have a clasrer right
to an opinion on Texas affeirs than & non.Toxan whooe
mmmo:mmuwm :

mawsadmmwom%m

Wmmmtamwmmmm
solicited by the Great Bditor of Fort Torth" and we
never thought of celling you o carpotbaggers Frankly,
wo heve had thg old-fashiomed idea that the grants by
the PUA were not porconsl gifto but in lino with the
policy of your depertaent in cooperating with mmnici-
palities in conetructive building progremg for the
benefit of o commmity as a vhole, end it is & rewelation
to mo to £ind out otherwise, Incidentally, mdm
mmmwumw&bﬁom

Star-Telograme Two in particular - the Eama
WWW&WWWMMW
Adpinistration Bulldging - were carried out on & con- :
structive basis by your sdministrators of the Public Works
-émmmxmmmmmmmtm
full keeping with all of your requirements.

!wmuméw%mo tos"of
mmﬂwmm»mm 1linods. I
roply, will state for the benefit of yowr mromm
that I an not oven an official membar of tho committee
having charge of the campaign for the adwancoment of
My, Garner's candidacy for President nor have I partici-
pated in eny statewents wade to the effect that the
third term had, in reality, collapsed beccuse of the
mmwmmumm Weanwhile, I have no
apology Yo make for supporting an outetanding lemocraet



like lr, Garner who oo far ss I koow is the only
definite out-in-the-open Depmocratic csndddate fur
the Pregidency of the United Dtates. ‘

- You further state as followss .
*mamm,wmmgmmwam,m
movenent, in which you ars such & chining light, io
not for the nomination of any perticulsr wen. It is
g Bgopeyvelb,® This is & nisstetement ontirely

by the faets, Ho one has a greater perscnal
rogpect or higher regurd and admirstion for President
foosewelt than I hove, Ho came into office in twrying
times and bas doue a groat job under diffioult olrcun~
stancos; howewver, he has not indicated by word of
mouth or in print that he is a candideate for the thivrd
torm, and in heep with our previcus attitude we
mmﬁugiﬁr s 83 we did in 1932, end have
sztmﬁmmmtm. Gosner
wmmmmwmmammm,m
are supporting hin on & busis of his past record of
selvice to the Democratic psrty; ond his qualifiocations
for the higher office. For this, we have no apology.

¥ou indicated thet our oppocition to
government regulation of the oil industry makes you
think of the boy in short pants playing with tin soldiers
and pretending that he is Nepoleon, It mey be that you
are thinking of your own attitude on this mattor and
telking about me.- Let's not befuidle the issues The

" pesults in Wisconsin and Illinois have nothing to do

twa Toxas supporting John Jarners

mmmmzmwmt
mmsmnmwmmmmmw
that I with "other such 'lsaders' will be the first
to hie to the ple counter. Frankly, if the President
is veo-elocted, he will be my Iresident the same as
mw,w&ﬁmmuummrlm,mm
roserve the right, even without your gracious per-
misalon, to demand and exject for Texas the same troat-
mont scoorded eny other state in the Uniom. But, for
four I will become serious I will bring this acimow-
ledgment %0 your "hoteshot" lstter to & close,



b’

You stated that I an a "sretty good
fellow when I permit mysalf to fumction &z & normal
husen beings fut not when I print editorials thet do
not meke sense, that have no logic back of them®, That
is pretty phraseology bul, fortunately, you are not
the sole arbiter of whether they meke sense or nots.
You are a jwetly good fellow yourself but you, uwnfortunstely,
irritate guickly and often, snd it never ccoured to ne that
one smmil country publicher could bwing forth the wrath
and tirede of statements given went in your letter.

Of course, I au flattered by the fact that such heavy
artillory has been brought out to squolch 2dw- like the
town drunk who finds it & nstter of pride shen a whole
squad of policensn rolls upe If I'm going te be "tock",
I like 2t to be done in styls, In your letter to the
Toxas Congres:men you unduly corplimented me again when
you statgd you wore sending & copy of the letter you
wore writing to "the Horace CGreeloy of Texas", This is
ilike the derkey vho was asked by the white mun if he $
}MWQ&;MWMMW@M,B@,W&
- Im't,autxm‘éaamiahﬁwmm

- {iince you paw fit %o relesce & ocopy of

your "personal® letter to me before I bad an opportunity
mm&twgzmmmtm'mfwmama
is sauce for the gender®, and I apm taking the liberty of
releasing a copy of my reply to your letter (which I an
malling to you by airmeil tonight), together with editorial
comnent which may cover & few phases not conitsined in ny
acknowladguonte ;

Vhen the campaign is over,; if you
sunt to rest from the cares and responsibilities that
you have and assune, come down to Chady Osk Farm, where
wmm,anamunmmamm
wsloone.

AGCL.ED



