


This cartoon by Hal Coffman, Star• Telegram staff 
cartoonist, appeared on the edito1·ial page of March 27 
along with the editorial that "ir1•itated" Mr. Ickes and 
provoked the present controversy and exchange of let• 
ters. (See opposite page for further details.) 
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IS IT 
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(This is reprinted from The Star-Telegram of MC'.rch 27, 1940 ). 

MR. ICKES IRRITATES EASILY AND QUICKLY 
(Continued From Preceding Page). 

shows. him all things, but we have 

nothing of the sort to guide us. If the 
Secretary would allow himself to enter
tain the thought that he might, just once, 
be mistaken, he might be more tolerant 
toward the hopeful and prideful view 
of Texans that John Garner is good 
presidential timber and has earned the 
indorsement of at least his own State. 

Perhaps we should leave it to the 
reader to ·judge Mr. Ickes' charge that 
this newspaper attempts to exercise dic
tatorial powers over Texas voters, when 
all we have done is to warn Texans to 
keep an eye skinned for rustlers and 
fence-cutters from outside. We merely 
try to keep the record straight as to the 
identity and possible motives of some 
of our visitors who. discover the over
powering attractions of Texas in cam
paign time. But even "dictation" to 
Texas voters would come m9re logically 
from a Texas source than from an out
sider who can see nothing special in the 
Texas situation but a poll tax. 

Again, we must protest, Mr. Ickes 
bestows altogether too much prominence 
upon this publisher. He is a private 

citizeJ::\ whose work for Garner is that 
of merely a friend. He is not on the 
Government payroll, has never held pub
lic office, and hopes fervently that such 
will never be his fate-especially since 
observing the effect of public office on 
some of his acquaintances. 

We have noted elsewhere the fact 
that Mr. Ickes' "personal" letter followed 
a course unusual for such correspond
ence. It is customary, we believe, to 
wait until a recipient has had time to 
open a "personal" letter before calling 
in the newspaper boys. We do not com
plain, since we admit that our perusal 
was delayed by the chance of the pub
lisher's absence from the city. 

Incidentally, we have a suspicion that 
we have not yet gathered the full mean
ing of all that Mr. Ickes, in his irritation, 
has said about us. We are just country 
folks down here, who've had few advan
tages. But if we could get all the ins 
and outs of the Secretary's letter, under
stand all the twelve-cylinder words, we 
likely would ourselves tend to be irri-

tated. And that is a horrid thought, 

after we have seen what irritation does 

to a fellow. 

The Cause of It All 
(The following is the editorial, 

headed the "Charge of the Light 
Brigade," which seems to have pro
voked the controversy. It is reprint
ed from the March 27 edition). 

PERHAPS many Texans have been 
struck lately by the sudden rise in 

this State's populanty on the itineraries 
of the traveling Master Minds out of 
Washington. A flock of the boys are 
either here, on the way, or coming soon, 
each preceded by a skirmish line of de
ployed press agents, and each bringing 
a full book of INSTRUCTIONS TO TEX
ANS ON HOW TO VOTE. It is an in
spiring sight, clouded only by recollec
tions of a similar golden period in Texas' 
earlier political life, when shoals of vis
itors from the national capital ushered 
in what became known as the Carpet
bagger Era. 

First one thing, then another, is given 
as ostensible reason for the turning of 
official eyes Texasward. The inimitable 
Mr. Ickes, sometimes termed the hatchet 
man of the Hop-happy Tong, wants to 

see with his own eyes whether the Texas 
oil fields are really big enC:Ugh to justify 
all the labor he has put into the effort 
to take production control out of the 
hands of the State into those of his own 
department of the Federal Government. 
By a happy coincidence, a bushwhacking 
detachment from Austin will be on the 
move in the direction of Fort Worth 
at about the same time and these will 
temporarily detour to Kilgore, so as to 
assure a good showing of horny-handed 
applause when the secretarial foot 
touches Texas soil. 

After a few conferences at Kilgore, 
the boys will form a caravan and roll 
on down to Austin by way of Fort Worth, 
where there will be some more confer
ences. Then they will be joined by re
inforcements from Washington, march
ing in the train of FW A Carmody, for 
some more conferences. These pre
sumably will continue until the whole 
outfit gathers round a damsite on the 
Colorado, where Colonel Carmody will 
give a dam the name of Congressman 
Lyndon· Johnson, or that of a Central 

Texas mayor whose distinction 
lately has consisted chiefly of will
ingness to act as field agent of a 
Washington cabal for giving Texas a 
political black eye. 

Capping the procession, a tenta
tive date has been arranged for Sec- th 
retary Hull, who will make a speech, m 
It is to be hoped that he will be H 
able to explain to Texas the special ar 
virtues of his Venezuelan oil treaty m 
by which Texas oil producers are fo 
plaeed at the mercy of several East
ern major oil companies, or those on 
of the projected Argentine treaty at 
through which the eminent T:n- w 
nesseean attempted the same service 
on behalf of Texas cattle raisers. at 

Following the Austin ceremomes se 
and conferences, the foraging party bo 
will move on to Houston, where pu 
some more conferences are sched- ch 
uled for getting into high gear the as 
movement begun tentatively at Fort an 
Worth. Tben finally there will be_ a 
grand supreme cunference at Austm, 
expected to sign, seal and deliver 
the contract. 

And what, gentle reader, might 
that con tract be? 

Nothing more nor less than the 
betrayal of Texas pride, Texas lay• 
alty and Texas common sense. 

' The boys from Washington are 
down here for the purpose of induc
ing Texas to put a knife in the back 
of the Garner campaign. 

Texans-that is, normal Texans 
who are not dazzled by the flesh
pots of federal patronage-look 
upon the candidacy of Vice President 
Garner as presenting an opportunity 
which their state pride and their 
individual self-respect demand be 
developed to the utmost. It is un-
thinkable that Texas should fail or 
refuse to employ every endeavor to 
further the candidacy which offers 
to the State the first opportunity it 
has had to give a chief executive 
to the Nation. The so-called third
term issue is not a factor. Texas is 
entitled to presume that President 
Roosevelt will not be a candidate 
for the nomination, and in that pre
sumption to devote its energies to 
the cause of its outstanding con
tribution to national public service. 

Normal Texans are unable to un
derstand those calling themselves 
Texans who go about urging Texas 
to desert Garner and to weasel out 
of its duty to stand by its own. It 
is easy enough to appreciate the 
anxiety of some of the visiting gen
tlemen who wish to give the. Garner 
campaign a death blow at the start 
by inducing the candidate's home 
State to fail to instruct its delegates 
to the nominating convention, Those 
gentlement are interested chiefly in 
Texas' 4~ votes in the convention. ·. 
Like the Carpetbaggers of the late 
Sixties, whom they resemble in the 
nature of their interest in the State, 
they want to get something out of 
Texas, not in this instance to bring 
anything-either honor or advance
ment-to the State. 

If we look a bit deeper into cur
rent and scheduled events, we may 
be able to appreciate also the anxiety 
and eagerness of the boys who are 
running about the country dedicat
ing things and conferring right and 
left, presumably on expense ac
counts to be paid by the taxpayers. 
They are naturally disturbed by the 
prospect of losing their place of 
oower and eyiolument. They know 
that if John· Garner gets into tile" 
White House, with his proved busi-
ness judgment and his native horse 
sense, there will ensue a great ex
odus from the feed trough. 

That is an eventuality viewed with 
utter horror by the dedicatory gen
tlemen, and to prevent it they will 
do their best, while dedicating Tex
as dams, to damn Texas with the 
brand of traitor and renegade. 

In the instance of the other Car• 
petbag invasion, there were few 
Texans who fell for the traps baited 
by the invaders. If Texas has not 
deteriorated as a land of independ
ence and self-respect, if Texans have 
not lost their ability to detect a con 
game at the start, there will be stil 
fewer this time. 

Germans Claim 75 
Allied Planes Downed 

BERLIN, April 29 -Members of 
the German pursuit squadron on the 
Western Front have shot down 75 
en~my planes, chiefly in aerial en
counters over French soil, the com
mander of a German air squadron 
declared in an interview published 
by German newspapers Monday. 

The commander declared the 
squadron had shot down two French 
bombers, 17 reconnaissance planes 
and 31 pursuit planes as well as 
two French balloons. 

Britain, he declared, has lost six 
bombers, three reconnaissance 
planes and 11 pursuit lanes "among 
others." 

District Endeavor Will 
Hold Convention in March 

The Fort Worth District Christian 
Endeavor Union will hold its 1941 
convention at First Presbyterian 
Church March 7 to 9. 

Dates and location of the session 
were selected at a district council 
meeting Sunday. A committee com
posed of Misses Margaret Bubar, 
Ruth Wilhelm and Barbara Harri
son was appointed to arrange a 
"mock convention," to be held at 
Magnolia A venue Christian Church 
June 7. The rally will stimulate in
terest in the fiftieth annual conven
tion of the Texas Christian Endeavor 
Union in Dallas Ji,me 20 to 23. 

Steamer Sun~ by Mine. 
LONDON, April 29 (JP).-An un

identified steamer of about 3,000 
tons struck a mine and sank Sunday 
between the Swedish coast and the 
Danish Island of Sjaelland, Reuters, 
British news agency, reported Mon
day from Stockholm. 

HELPS CLEAR UP 
LOOSE DANDRUFF 
Rub mildly medicated Cuticura Ointment into 
scalp-leave overnight-then wash with rich
Jathering, emollient Cuticura Soap. This sun- : 
pie Cuticura care helps clear Oilt loose dan- ' 
druff, relieves itchy scalp, helps keep hair soft. l 
1111100th and attractive. Buy Cuticura Soap I 

nd Ointment- and start giving your hair 
uticura benefits today. Buy at drug counters. 
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