
MacArthur and Politics 
Friends of General MacArthur are 

bound to feel a sense of disappointment 
that he has chosen to throw the weight 
of his very considerable prestige behind 
the presidential candidacy of Senator 
Taft. He did so when he openly indorsed 
the Ohio.senator in advance of Tuesday's 
presidential primary in South Dakota. 

General MacArthur, of course, has 
the right of any citizen to a political 
preference. It is less certain whether, 
under the circumstances, he has the right 
to support a political candidate actively 
and publicly. For General MacArthur, it 
is to be remembered, is still a soldier in 
uniform. He is a general of the Army 
on inactive status, and therefore under 
the same restraints against political ut
terance and activity that are imposed 
upon all military men by Army regula
tions. 

His open espousal of a political candi
date while he is still in uniform and re
ceiving the pay and perquisites of a gen
eral inevitably invite comparison with 
the conduct of General Eisenhower under 
similar circumstances. In this respect 
General Eisenhower conducted himself 
with the utmost propriety and punctili
ousness, refraining from active participa
tion in political affairs until he had re
tired from military service and doffed 
the uniform of his country. 

Inevitable also is the suspicion, 
whether justified or not, that there is a 
"sour grapes" aspect to General Mac
Arthur's expression of political prefer
ence. In a recent speech he expressed 
great misgiving about the possibility of 
election of a military man to the White 
House, intimating that such a happening .. 
would raise the "ugly threat of a military · 

,,state." Yet in 1948 General MacArthur 
seemed to have no such qualms about a 
general in the presidency. At that time 
he .himself entertained presidential aspi
rations, and gave his consent to having 
his name placed before the Republican 
convention as a prospective standard 
bearer of the GOP. 

General MacArthur is a military hero 
who has been given and who deserves 
high honors at the hands of his country
men. It would be lamentable indeed if, 
in the heat of politics, he should be drawn 
into speech or action that would dim the 
luster of the honors he has earned. 


