Buck & KNAPP
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS
TRINITY BUILDING
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Feb, 21, 1941,

¥r. Jack Love, Representative
Capitel Bﬁilﬁing
Austin,Texas,

Dear Mr, Love:

Due to fijfe
tax 1s Pximariii and f
for the use of the IL&w

N:that the gasoline
kglly a charge
fifich are construct-
ed and maintained fros Shat/gburce of revenue,
the Legislature in its™Wi»dgh has provided

for a refund of the tax Ox Msoline used by
airplanes (whickh— Tl useNgpe highways), and
+that is uwndouh/cary~s Neasonable and proper
provision,

| 319 now proposes 1o

collect thzl»- byiation gasoline sold

on muniel ¢ squeppéntal airgarts, and

cive thep~BSgrt Pdegerly” refunded to the munlel-

%?lit o poyernmental agency selling the gaso-
ney [Tt

J /ihis, Ay humble a% ion, would be a
danggpous a%a@ 3 the direction ot government

il ijate rights. Moreocewr, it would
A\ an ind ¥rbot means whereby charges that
3§§¥3; {odn fixed by comtract between
municiPwlilied and users of alrporis would be
inereased, To that extent the law would une-
doubtedly be unconsiitutional, as well as
unfair, In my view, and I baiieve in yours,
cities should honor their contractual obliga-
tions, w hich have been in good faith entered
into and refpected by private industry and
individuals,




County ﬁala%izian, in the hope that you may
find, upon ther investigation, that this
pill would fix en unreasonable and improper
hardship upon an industry and enterprise which
has contributed much to our state and city, and
which should not, and cannot, stand additional
tax burdens. A

bt

Yours wery trulyi

1-MM,

The same letter was sent %o
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Lester /Boone \ )
Marvin |B. Simpson|Jr
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* The airlines have done much to
build Texas, especially Fort Worth and the
surrounding territory which you represent,
American has made “ort Vorth southwestern head-
quarters, and has brought here several hundred
femilies who make a substantial contribution to
the City's progress, Braniff and Delta likewise
have contributed their share, Bach of these air-
lines, and most of the other users of municipal
airports, have paid and are paying a substantial
consideration for the facilities furnished them.

v At the urgent solicitation of the
City, Americen abandoned its airport a mile North
of Moscham Field; in 1932, and became &n ocoupant
of Meachanm Field, in order to bring develo nt
prestige and recognition %o the City's field. If
American had improved and continued to use its

own eirport which was purchased from Tarrant County
citizens,et a cost of $95,000,00, other operators
would have done likewise, ‘and the popularity and
guceess o Meachem Field would not have developed
as it has, Because of American's patronage of
Meachem Field, its $93,000,00 property has laid
jdle for eight years, Without produeing any re-~
turn whatsoever, except a farm crop rental barely
sufficient to pay taxes.

The passage of this bill would in-
ecrease the gost’'of training to those young men
who are seeking, at their own expense, to troin’ them-
selves as pilots for the defepse of this Nation,
and in some /cases would penalize those who have
already made contracts with these cadets in the
contemplation of a continuation of the refund,

Tt would not produce a great deal of additional
revenue to cities, because operators who could 4o
so would fill thelr alreraft tanks at other loca-
tions and in other states.

1 was in Austin last Thursday ‘
and sought to confer with you about this legislation,
but did not reach you, therefore, I apm taking the
1iberty of writing you this personal letter which
will also be sent to other members of the Tarrant
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