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~l ~·hope we Arlington people will be pardoned if we 

~lil[jjallf!l& enjoy a certain amount of confusion witn respect to the 

_.. 
current argument between Fort Wort to which o:f 

~~ 
the two cities owns the principal interest in the Arlington munici-

pal airport. We realize that bei ng a small city/ placed midway 

between two such ci vie gladiators only 30 miles apart we are bound 
1 

one 
to be trampled· upon at times when the order goes out in either the 

camp or the other to start knock eng •em down and dragging •em out . 

But--and somebody please corr·ect us if we are wrong--the bone of 

contention in the present instance could not belong to e i ~ ne r. ~he 

\ one or the other, because it i s .. our s, ~~LUtlra::;:a:ed;::it'.'&.:~~ , by viri:;ue 

~ 
of tne unquestioned authority of the Government of the United States. 

Uncle Sam has said that it is Arlington' s airport he is building , 

and Arlir:gton' s name is in the space on t ne contract provided for 

carrying the name of the municipal sponsor. Of course we expect 

/ 
to let both Uallas and Fort Worth use our airport when and if it 

North Texas st~pping place on one-nop 

t ranscontinenta.l airline schedules , but we do not believe thai.. 

'tnis gives eit ner Dallas or Fort Wor-l:i n tne right to step in and 

tRke over the whole business. such procedures-B'!!le impolite, to say ---



Tnus far /' in the current flare-up, we note that 

all the !ire and brimstone is being i g m .ted in 

to the Eastward 01 us, witn most 01%parently .,. 

the urban purlieus 

emnat ing from the 

Vi tro l ic stt>cks of Dallas 1 s{ercharged May;r, vi ood 11 Rodgers . 

ignited the flare , although we do ,noi:; ent i.rely rule out the 

possibility of spontaneous combustion. It seems to be another 

case of Mayor Rodgers, aided and abetted by the Dallas News , 

setting out to nail Amon Carter ' s battle-scarred hide to 

the door of the replica ~h~ of John eeley Bryan 

which passes for the Dal las Alamo . But , for present and future 

/\ 
reference when the boys get worked up , we desire to c a ll the 

atLent1on of both uallas and Fort/ Worth tom a few basic aspects 

01· the new airport now well along toward completion just north of 

Arlington. 
/j)) I n~ 

l_:n the first place , it is, now c er , amihm~ 

Arliiwgton • s airport. It doesn ' t belong to Dallas and it doesn't 



' J 

charter o:t its existence consists entirely of a contract 

With 

government . If anything were needed to emphasize the fact 

Dallas and Fort .Worth are not "in" on the deal, it is fouJ.. in the 

circumstance that the CAA endeavored for long months to get the 

two cities together to agree .on m joint sponsorship. When all 

eftorts along this line failed, even af1ier an earlier arrangement 

ty 
with Arlington had been held up to allow the big cities an oppor'tunit 

to back in, the project was finally put in motion Wit n Arlington 

standing alone as sponsor. 

This being tne case, 1t would seem t na't at this 

late date the pained. cry that one or the other of the big towns 

is being discriminated against in favor of the other 
I 

t untimely. 

Us we get from diligent perusal of the daily 

report in the Dallas News of Mayor Rodgers' 13-montn-late 

~·~• discovery of the facts 01· life, Dallas is "insulted" by 

Q,,\)'\.~ ~4 ' 

tne f'e!ie-t l'that "'the ticket office of the new airport is to be located 

making 
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i1,, l ess conveni ent to Dallas 

Nortn side 01· the field . We cannot avoid 

'the fact that , aft er all , i t is our 

loc at i on were on the 

atten'tion to 

and ~estionl,.the 

unse l fishness of t he Dallas mayor in demanding tha~ we place mmm 

i;he airport structa~es as !ar awa:y from Ar l i ngton as possi ble 

in order to satisfy Dallas ' whi msical notions of civic justice . 

vie note also thai; .Uallas' mayor says that i t i s noi; a mat; 1,,er o:t 

which side tne t i cket office mm is p l ac ed upon , but mmrnminJD..'lll!l.rm?l tlllUBrn 

al'togei;her a matter o:r whether ....,al l as is to get a square deal o This 

view of the mat 1er obviously must have some connect ion with the 

.F'ori; 1 orth respeci;ively . If the a1rpor-c ticke't office , as located 

on the west side and tnereoy accessible to mm Arlirg ton , tne 

o f ficial 11 mvner 11 of the airport , is not f a rtner away from ..,allas 

·1.1nan it is !'rom Fort. Worth , the 'Oallas point about a "square deal" 

would seem to be b l own up . ~As a matter of cold f act , which the Dallas 

mayor could e asi ly ver i fy , the 11ig!!'I~ distanc e, anyway you travel , 

Da llas than from Fort Worth. ~e understand i:;hat 

mayor Rodgers a nd his retinue :tlew over the port site la'tely and · 



I 

decided from the air "that the whole set-up was anti-Dallas . ~aY 

we suggest that Mayor Red gers come down to earth and take a closer 

look wi"tn his feet on the ground. 

L,..eo f ar as Arlirgton was concerned, the whole matter 

was c losed mm amore than a year 

and iM CAA was si gne~ 
our contra. ~"ti t wit 

~· { 

~ 
tne door open for Dallas 

the Jr lines 

and Fort 

~ orth to join with us ; mmm Fort Worth was willing but Dallas' Mayor 

Rodgers would have none of it . We do not see how Mayor Rodgers can 

re gard anything as any of his mayoral 

business. 

(j 


