
Wee Arlington Sticks 
1ts Oar Into Airport 
Building Site f]ispute 

Dallas' 'Whimsical Idea of Justice' 
Expatiated On by Mayor, Officials 

Little Arlington, official sponsor 
of the Midway Airport, edged in 
the side door of the Dallas-Fort 
Worth controversy over the build
ing sites Wednesday with a decla
ration from its Mayor, City Com
missioners and chamber of com
merce president that it was "im .. 
polite for the two larger cities to 1 
step ip al\ld take over the whole 
business." 

The statement, signed by Mayor 
W. F. 'Altman, Commissioners C. L. 
Beasley, Walker Ech9ls and Homer 
Slaughter and Chamber President 
H. E. Caton, referred to "Dallas' 
whimsical notions of civic justice'' 
and condescended to "let both Dal 
las and Fort Worth use our air 
port." 

It also attacked Dallas' plea fo 
a fair deal by saying the original 
north site, which Dallas seeks, 
would place the terminal as far 
away from Arlington as possible. 

Dallas' contentions in the mat
ter, according to Mayor Woodall! 
Rodgers, have been based on fair 
dealing and the fact that Dallas 
supplies 80 per cent of the patron
age; Fort Worth the remainder. 
Arlington's percentage of the pa
tronage has not been figured. 
Figures Misquoted. · 

Too, the statement chided Mayor 
Rodgers by saying that any way 
you travel the distance from the 
airport to Dallas is shorter than 
from the airport to Fort Worth. 

The State Highway Department 

figures do not quite jibe with the 
Arlington statement. On the old 
north site, located on Highway 183 
now under construction, the appro• 
priate distance from Dallas' court
house to the exact middle of the 
field is 18.5 miles, whereas the dis
tance from the same spot to Fort 
Worth's courthouse is 18.9 miles. 

That was the old site, for which 
llas fights. 

Tile new west side site is con
,siderably closer to Fort Worth. 
!Measurements are made on new 
f!:ighway 183 because it is a four
lane highway built with Midway 
Airport in mind. It will be the 
only high-water road to Fort 
Worth. Measurements on back 
roads, with many · hazards and not 
of all-weather construction, were 
not considered. 
. Mayor Altman admitted that Ar
' lington had invested no money in 
the airport, that it had been bought 
by the airlines and deeded to Ar• 
lington for fifty years. Also he said 
that "only a few dollars" had been 
spent. 
·Arlington's Viewpoint. 

The Arlington statement follows: 
"We hope Arlington people will 

be pardoned if they enjoy a cer• 
tain amount of confusion with re
spect to the current argument be
tween Dallas and Fort Worth as 
to which of the two cities owns 
o:r;:__ should dominate the principal 
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interest in the Arlington municipal 
airport. We realize that being a 
small city, placed midway between 
two such civic gladiators only thir
ty miles apart, we are bound to be 
trampled on at times when the 
order goes out in either the one 
camp or the other to start knock
ing 'em down and dragging 'em,. 
out. But, and somebody please cor
rect us if we are wrong, the bone 
of contention in the present in
stance could not belong to either 
the one or the other, because it is 
ours by virtue of the unquestioned 
authority of the Government of the 
United States. , 

''Uncle Sam has said that it is 
'.Arlington's airport he is building 
and Arlington's name is in the 
space on the contract provided for 
carrying tl).e name -of the municipal 
sponsoi;. Of course we expect to let 
both Dallas and Fort Worth use 
our airport when and if it becomes 
the single Nor1h Texas stopping 
place on one-hop transcontinental 
airline schedules, but we do not be
lieve that this gives either Dallas 
or Fort Worth the right to step 
in and take over the whole busi
ness. Such procedure is impolite, to 
say the least. But 'for the present 
and future we desire to call the 
attention of both Dallas and Fort 
Worth 'to a few basic aspects of 
the new airport now well along 
toward completion just north of 
Arlington. 
Complaint Called Untimely. 

"In the first place, as stated 
above, it is now Arlington's air
port. It doesn't belong to Dallas 
and it doesn't belong to Fort 
Worth. The charter of its exist
ence consists entirely of a contract 
made and entered into between 
the airlines and the City of Arling
ton with the approval of . the CAA 
as the representative of the United 
States Government. If anything 
were needed to ·emphasize t)le fact 
that Dallas and Fort Worth are 
not in on the deal, it is found in 
the circumstance that the CAA en
deavored for long months to get 
the two cities together to agree on 
joint sponsorship. When all ef
forts along this line failed, even 
after an earlier arrangement wit'h 
Arlington had been held up to iJl
low the big cities an opportunity 
to , back in, the project was finapy 
put in motion with Arlington 
standing alone as sponsor. 

"This being · the case, it would 
seem at this late date the pained 
cry that one or the other of tJ1e 
big towns is being discriminated 
against in favor of the other is 
just a trifle untimely. 

"We cannot avoid again calli~g 
attention to the fact that after ~.11 
it is our airport and we questipn 
the unselfishness, of the Dartas 
Mayor in demanding that we place 
the airport structures as far aw~y 
from Arlington as possible in order 
to satisfy Dallas' whimsical notions 
of civic justice. 
Says Matter Closed. 

"We note also that Dallas' Mayo 
says it is not a matter of whicq 
side the ticket office is placed on, 
but altogether a matter of wheth
er Dallas is to get a square · deal. 

-News Staff Photo. 
BLESSED ASHES OF LENT-Opening the observation of 
Lent, to be concluded Holy Saturday, the blessing of the 
ashes Wednesday was given at the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart by the Rev. Robert Forliti, shown placing the cross 
of ashes on the forehead of one of the faithful. 'I'he ashes, 
made from palms blessed on Palm Sunday df last year, are 
used as a symbol of the transience of human things, and 
are applied as the priest int~pes1 "Remember, man, that thou 
art dust and to dust thou sffi,Jt return." 

rse Sense 
A~wers , 

This view of the matter obviously 
must have some connection with 
the distances between fhe airport 
and Dallas and Fort Worth, re
spectively. If the airport ticket 
office as located on the west 
side ~nd thereby accessible to 1 .. Northwestern. . 
Arlington, the official 'owner' of 2. Belgii.:p;n and ~Holland. · . 
the. airport, is not farther away 3. ;Football. 
from Danas than it is from Fort 4. Meat. 
Worth, t)le Dallas · point about a 5. Coal (carbon). . 
square deal .would seem to be 6. Tl).is answer will appear tom~r-
blown up. . row. .... 

"As a matter of cold fact, which Q,uestions on Page 8. 
the Dallas Mayor could easily veri-
fy, the distance, any way you trav- l.cerned: whether Mayor ~odger' 
el, is shorter from Dallas · than i silk · hat is rolled in t.he dust on 
from Fort Worth. the east or west side of Arlington's 

"As far as• Arlington was con- . airport or Amon Carter's battle~ 
cerned, the whole matter was , scarred hide is nailed to John Neely 
closed more than a year ago when Bryan's cabin door on the court
our contract with the air li~es and house lawn rn Dallas. 
the CAA was signed approvmg the "Gentlemen let's ·not be silly!" 
terminal site and plans. We held -Not Ration~d: Dallas' Courtesy-
the door open for Dallas .and Fort 
Worth to join with us, but each 
city again turned their backs on 
the sponsorship and the door was 
closed. 

" 'Little Arlington,' as referred to 
'n The Dallas News, is not con-

$10,000 Damage Aske 
After Tavern BounJg·1 ~ 

A suit for $10,000 in dara;~s 
was filed by J. C. Bain in the 101st 
District Court Wednesday a,gainst 


