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ST.AT:E)JJ]NT TO BE SUBMITTED TO RON. O. I. ST.ANTON, .AD,MINiffilRATOR, 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS AIWNISTRATION, W.ASHlNGTON, D. C. 

March 22, 1943 

In the interest of getting before you what we believe to be a correct picture of 

the proposed Midway Airport development, we desire to submit the following 

information, which can be substantiated, and observations which we believe are 

logical. The desirability for a midway airport to serve as the principal stop 

for main transport lines in the Dallas-Fort Worth area has been suggested and 

discussed by representatives of the two principal airlines, the American .Airlines, 

Inc., and Braniff Airways, Inc., for several years. Representatives of the Civil 

Aeronautics Authority also urged consideration of such a plan during 1940 and 

1941. In the early stages 01' this discussion, the aviation leaders and city 

governments of neither city were interested, because each city had made 

substantial investments in its own airport development. 

In August, 1941, it was announced that a midway airport was going ahead under the 

sponsorship of Arlington. Shortly therea:f'ter, the President of the Dallas Chamber 

of Commerce contacted the President of our organization, suggesting a joint meet

ing of representatives of our organizations and the two city governments to dis

cuss our interests in the midway airport and endeavor to work out a plan for 

joint sponsorship of such a port. 

The conference was arranged in Fort Worth on September S, 1941, with the follow

ing representatives from Dallas, who, we understood, represented both the City 

Government and the Chamber of Commerce: Fred F. lil.orence, Chairman, City 

Aviation Connnittee; Robert L. Thornton; :r. w. Carpenter and Paul Carrington~ 

President of the Chamber of Commerce. Representatives of Fort Worth were A. A. 

Lund, President of the Chamber of Commerce; Jack Rattikin, Chairman of the 

Aviation Co:nnnittee; Mayor I. N. Mccrary; City .Manager s. R. Bothwell; Amon G.-
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Carter; Gaylord J. stone; R. M. Bowen and William Holden. The Dallas 

representatives invited Fort Worth to join with them in working out a. plan for 

a midway airport under joint sponsorship to be built with Civil Aeronautics 

Administration funds and operated by the airlines through some proper setup. 

Fort Worth indicated its willingness to join with them in :such a project 

provided (l) that the airport be midway between the two cities, and (2) that 

nothing be done detrimental to Arlington's welfare and interest in this matter. 

The Dallas representatives stated that they \vere entirely agreeable to a location 

of the Administration Building midway between the downtown hotels in Dallas and 

downv hotels in Fort Worth, and added that they would not object if it were 

closer to Fort Worth if necessary in finding a suitable area for the airport. 

There were a number of subsequent conferences between our committees and with 

Arlington and representatives of the airlines. At a conference between the two 

committees representing Dallas and Fort Worth held at the Fort Worth Club on 

September 11, 1941, the attached memorandum was drawn up. of a :proposed agreement 

between the cities of Fort Worth and Dallas. (See Exhibit A.) The memorandum. 

was dictated largely by the Dallas members of the committee. I call attention 

particularly to the following in paragraph #1: "This site, it being understood~ 

crossing a line exactly midway according to airline calculation, between the 

Baker and Texas Hotels. The Administration Building, whenever built at this air

port, shall be exactly on said line so that all traffic using the field will enter 

or leave planes at said midway line." Also, to paragraph #5 (b): "The Terminal 

Building containing the ticket offices and waiting rooms for passengers shall be 

built by the airlines, according to plans and specifications approved by each of 

the cities, on the midway line as hereinbefore defined, and facilities for access 

to same from Highway 15* shall be equally convenient to the East and West.u 

*Highway 15 through this area is now designated as Higq.way #183. 
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.After approval of the tentative plans by the two city councils, representatives 

of both cities went together to confer-with members of the State Legislature 

then in session, seeking a bill authorizing such joint sponsorship. It was 

impractical to pass such a measure because the session of the Legislature was 

drawing to a close. Consequently, representatives of the CAA, the airlines and 

Arlington decided to go ahead and file an application for the project. 

PREVIOUS HEARmGS BEFORE CAA 

Representatives of the Dallas-Fort Worth committee, which had been acting as a 

unit, requested an opportunity to appear before the Civil .Aeronautics Administra

tor, and did so on October 9, 1941, in Washington. The official spokesmen for 

both committees, the Mayor of Dallas :participating for his city, indicated the 

desire to be included in the sponsorship and subsequent management of the pro

posed Midway Airport, and requested delay in the project long enough to permit 

a satisfactory solution being worked out with Arlington and the airlines. This 

-was granted, and a meeting was arranged and held at Fort Worth on October 16, 

attended by Col. Lucius D. Clay, Secretary of the .Airport Approval Board of CAA, 

and Robert H. Hinckley, Assistant Secretary of Commerce, together with full 

representation from Dallas, .Arlington, Fort Worth and the airlines. An agreement 

in principle was reached for joint sponsorship by the three cities, and the matter 

was left for a co:mmittee to draw up suitable agreements • 

.At that meeting Fort Worth representatives reiterated their in'sistence that the 

.Administration Building of the airport when located be midway between downtown 

Dallas and downtown Fort Worth. The representatives of Dallas, apparently with 

the approval of the Mayor, again stated that they were entirely agreeable to that 
v 

condition or even a location of the Administration Building closer to Fort Worth 

if necessary in working out the plans. 
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CM .AND ARMY ENGmEERS MADE THOROUGH INVESTIGATION 

Following this conference, the representatives of the CM and the United States 

Army Engineers made studies of the field which lay approximately three-quarters 

of a mile east of Euless and was described 1n the location sketch for the Midway 

Airport dated August 20, 1941, as "The Proposed Location" and in a subsequent 

map as "Plan B" (See ExhibitsB and C} and in the final sketch submitted on 

.Tanuary 6, 1942, as "West Site". (See Exhibit D.) This site lay approximately 

one-half on the north and one-half on the south side of .State Highway #183, which 

would have had to be relocated approximately one-half mile south of its present 

location at Euless. The airline distance from this site to downtoim Dallas and 

downtown Fort Worth is the same, and Fort Worth favored this site for that 

reason. The other field carefully considered was referred to in the first sketch 

as "Alternate Site" and in the final sketch of .Tanuary 6, 1942 as "East Site". 

PRES:ENT SITE WITH PROPOSED .ADMJNISTRATION BUlLDlliG ON WEST SIDE SELECTED 

Studies of costs and usability were .made, and finally the Regional Office of the 

CM submitted the East Site with the p.roposed location of the Administration 

Building approximately midway of the west side of the field, because of lower co.st 

of development and better airport layout. The location of the Administration 

Building and other buildings on the west side of the field was selected by the 

Regional Office, we understand, because of the lay of the land and because suoh a 

location leaves the main runways, which are north-south, northwest-southeast and 

northeast-southwest, free from obstruction. The prevailing wind in this territory 

makes this desirable for the vast majority of landings and take-offs. This is 

well-known to airport designers, and the attached 5-year Wind Rose based on 

Weather Bureau records of the Fort Worth Municipal Airport clearly demonstrates 
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this fact. (See Exhibit E.) The location was also influenced by the well-known 

understanding between Dallas and Fort Worth that the Administration Building 

should be midway between the two cities. 

At no time did Fort Worth representatives suggest the location of the buildings 

on the west side of the present field. That plan was submitted by the CAA 

Regional Office for the reasons previously indicated. While we preferred the 

West Site, our representatives accepted the East Site with the building area on 

the west side as a compromise with the understanding that it would be improved 

according to the plan submitted by the CM Regional Office, thus giving Fort 

Worth, s.s nearly as possible, en even break with Dallas. 

FORT WORTH AGREED TO JODlT SPONSORSHIP 

In accordance with the previous program to secure joint sponsorship of Fort Worth~ 

Dallas and Arlington, the Regional Office of CAA submitted to the City of Fort 

Worth on January 5 a letter and map showing the general plans for the development 

of the Midway Airport as above indicated, whereupon the City Manager recommended 

to the City Council the p~ssing of a resolution joining in as a sponsor of the 

project in accordance with the CAA's proposal. The City Council on January 7 

passed a formal resolution authorizing the city to join in such sponsorship. 

Certified copies of such instruments are attached as Exhibit F • 

.ARLINGTON SOLE SPONSOR FINALLY 

The Dallas City Council, we understand, did not approve of joining in the sponsor

ship on the final plan. Even though Fort Worth had agreed to the sponsorship, 

apparently the CM decided that it could not include Fort Worth without Dallas 

and decided to go ahead with the project with the sponsorship of' Arlington alone, 

which city had agreed to the sponsorship the previous October. 



- 6 -

A contract entered into between the sponsor Arlington, the airlines and the Mid

way Airport Corporation recited that the airport was to be improved according 

to the CAA's plan attached to that contract, which is the same :plan referred to 

in Exhibits D and F, and in accordance with which the improvements of the air

port have been carried out to date. 

AIRPORr CONSTRUCTED ACCORDING TO PLAN 

The construction of the field and runways has proceeded according to the plan 

for over a year, and we understand it is now practically complete. The Mayor of 

Dallas now protests against the proposed location of the Administration Building 

and other facilities on the west side or the field, claindng that such location 

is i'urther from Dallas than Fort Worth and that the building should be located on 

the north side of the airport on State Highway #183, which he claims is more 

nearly equidistant between the two cities. He also emphasizes the heavier traffic 

from Dallas as justifying such a location. The latter argument is not in point, 

because in the very beginning of negotiations between Dallas and Fort Worth, 

their representatives as previously indicated, stated that they were agreeable 

to a location half-way between the two cities, or if necessary a little closer to 

Fort Worth. The matter of relative traffic was not a consideration on which the 

agreement between the two cities was reached. In any event, traffic may change in 

time with future developments in the whole surrounding area. At the time they 

approached us asking us to join with them in seeking to be admitted to ,aponsorship 

of the Midway Airport with .Arlington, they were mainly concerned in getting an 

interest in such sponsorship and were agreeable, as indicated by the memorandum 

drawn up at that time, to an exact midway location. 

PROPOSED .Al]).[JNISTRATION BUILDJNG IS MIDWAY BErWEEN DALL.AS AND FORT WORTH 

The facts are easy to obtain. We have suggested having the distances determined 

by a competent connnittee composed of County Engineers of the two counties and a 
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representative of the Regional Office of CM acting jointly. We are confident 

the facts will show that the proposed location of the Administration Building 

midway of the west side of the airport is as near exactly half-way as possible 

between the Adolphus-Baker Hotel corner in Dallas and the Texas Hotel in Fort 

Worth over the highways which will logically be used. See attached map (Exhibit 

G) showing location of airport and highways serving it from Dallas and Fort Worth. 

Tbese logical highways to be used are the present highway used by the Bowen Motor 

Coaches from downtown Dallas via Irving to an intersection with Highway #183, thence 

along Highway #183 to the northwest corner of the airport, and thence :south one

half mile to the proposed Adm~stration Building; and the highway from downtown 

Fort Worth via Highways #121 and #183 to a proposed entrance highway leading 

directly east to the Administration Building. This new highway will be built by 

Tarrant Cotmty, as will the proposed new highway from the northwest corner of the 

airport to the Administration Building previously referred to, so as to ~e avail

able when the new airport buildings are ready for use. We can assure Dallas that 

these two highways will be equally serviceable and attractive entrances to the 

Administration Building. 

In considering the distances from downto'Wl'.l Dallas to the airport, we used the road 

through Irving as above described, because at the t:illle this subject was under 

consideration it was the only comp,leted highway from the Midway Airport location to 

Dallas, the only hard-surfaced road, the shortest route, and the one used by the 

principal bus line between Dallas and Fort Worth past the airport site. That i.s 

still the case. Attached is a photostat copy of the Bowen Motor Coaches schedule 

between Fort Worth and Dallas via Irving taken from the Official Bus Schedule effec

tive March, _1943. (See Exhibit H.) The President of that company, in answer to 

an inquiry as to why he used the present route through Irving, stated that he did 

so because it was the mo.st direct route to Dallas. He was al.so asked if he would 
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continue to use that route after the ai.rport was in operation and the new Highway 

#183 had been improved via the Traffic Circle at 5-Points. He said that he would 

continue to use the direct route through Irving, although he would also operate 

some schedules by the new highway to Love Field. The importance of this highway 

is demonstrated by some photographs taken on an average business day along this 

route. (See Ex:hibit I.) We do not believe that it is fair to consider a greater 

distance measured by wa:y of proposed Highway #183 by a round-about route into 

Dallas, which, we understand, is now in the :process of being impcroved. The same 

Highway #183 is also being improved at this time through the North Side of Fort 

Worth, and would be the logical one for traffic between our Municipal Ail'l'Ort 

and the new midway field. It also connects with North Main Street leading into 

downtown Fort Worth. It would be just as fair to count the distance from the Mid

way Airport to downtown Fort Worth via this new highway as it would be to count 

the distance by the proposed Highway #183 via 5-Points and on into Dallas. In 

that event, the distance from the Midway Airport to downtown Dallas would still be 

considerably shorter than .. the distance to downtown Fort Worth by the corresponding 

round-about highway. We believe it is logical to assume that traffic will always 

use the most direct good hard-surfaced highway over i'ihich the best time can be 

made, and that is the basis set out in our first outline of the traffic ways from 

the Midway .Airport to downtown Dallas and to downto\m Fort Worth. On that basis, 

the proposed location of the Administration Building, as previously stated, is, as 

nearly as possible, half-way between the two cities. The location of the port was 

originally planned (See Ex:hibit B) as nearly midway as possible between the two 

cities via airline distance, realizing that each city would in the future develop 

highways to the port giving them the shortest practical distance. In this respect, 

Dallas has the best possibilities for developing a still shorter highway in the 

future via the highway through Irving along the south side of the airport, then 

north to the Administration Building. 
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RECOMM:ENDATION THAT PLAN BE ONCID\NGED 

Since the layout of the airport is in accordance with the recognized experience 

in this area where the prevailing wind is north and south as clearly demonstrated 

by the attached copy of Wind Rose for the Munic'i:pal Airport; since the proposed 

location of the .Administration Building haa been determined by the CAA Regional 

Office to be the most desirable one on the field, which is now practically 

complete; and since the plan was acce:pted by the CM, the Midway Airport 

Corporation, the airlines and the City of Arlington as sponsor, we recommend 

that the proposed plans for location of the Administration Building be left 

unchanged. 

Respectfully submitted~ 

FORT WORTH CH.AMBER OF COMMERCE 

By ----------------------R. M. Bowen, President 

By-------------------Will'iam Holden, Executive Vice President 

Endorsed by: 

CITY OF FORT WORTH 

By-----....--------------I. N. Mccrary, Mayor 

By ________ ....,. ___________ _ 

s. H. Bothwell, City Manager 

TARRANT COUNTY COMMISSION.EBB COURT 

By 4~Jll:lit:/ii= 



COPY Exhibit A EXHIBIT A 
Ml!MO OF PROPOSED .AGREE.Yfil!NT BETWEi.N THE CITINS OF WRT WORTH AND DALLAS, Tm PROPOSAL 

BEING• TENTATIVELY AG REIID UPON BY R"EPRF.Sl!NTATIVES OF THE FORT WORTH AND DALLAS 
CH.AMB"ERS OF COMMERCE 

1. Site for a joint municipal airport is agreed upon, subject to the appro~al by the 

C.A • .A., same to consist of 1,000 to 1,200 acres, approximately square in shape, 

bounded on the North by Highway 15 and on the East by the County Lille separating 

Tarrant and Dallas Co1ID.ties. This site, it being understood, crossing a line 

exactly midway according to airline calculation, between the Baker and Texas 

Hotels. The Administration Building, whenever built at this airport, shal.1 be 

exactly on said line so that al.l traffic using the field will enter or leave 

planes at said midway line. 

2. .American Airlines, Inc.~ Braniff Airways, Inc., and any other associated airlines 

that they may invite to participate with thall,are requested to purchase the land 

and deed it to the cities in equal undivided interests. 

3. Each of the cities would adopt a r ,esolution under which it would become one of the 

two joint sponsors with the other city of the project, applying for a grant by 

C~A • .A. If such application for grant is approved by C.A..P .. , the fiel.d would then 

be a joint municipal airport, With the improvements paid to the extent of $490,000 

at this time by C.A • .A. 7 end to be usad for military purposes during the present 

emergency. 

4. The airlines would be requested to assume all financial obligations of the cities 

to C.A.P~ under their resolutions of sponsorship, either directly or through a 

corporation to be formed by them. With a paid-in capital of $300,000. In consider

ation of such assumption, plus the conveyance of the land to the cities, such 

corporation would be granted a lease of the airport for fifty ( 50} years, some of 

the te:rms of which are hereinafter specified. On. the Board of Directors of such 

corporation, the airlines as stock-holders, will agree to r ,etain at all times one 
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nominea of the Mayor of Fort Worth, and one nominee of the Mayor of Dallas; 

also, one nominee of the Boa.rd of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of 

Dallas, and one nominee of the Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of 

Fort Worth. The remaining five or more members of the Board of Directors shall. 

'be nominated by the airlines, with an agreement, however, that if they nominate 

any resident of either County, they will nominate a resident of the other 

County, so that the actuaJ. membership on the Board of the two Counti-:es shaJ.l be 

identical. 

5. A Lease Agreement satisfactory to C.A.A., the airlines and both cities would be 

drafted and signed as a part of the same transaction With the conveyance of the 

land to the cities and the filing and granting of the application for the C.A.A. 

grant. Among other proVisions of the Lease, which shall contain provisions 

usual. and customary between municipalities and airlines for municipal. airports, 

shall be the following: 

a. The operation of the airport by the lesse:e co;t'I)oration shall be at all times in 

strict accordance with all applicable statutes and Gov-em.mental. regulations, 

including all rules and regulations of the C.A.A., as any of the same may be 

changed or modified from time to time. 

b. The T.enninal Building containing the ticket offices and waiting rooms for 

passengers shall be built by the airlines, according to plans and specifications 

approved by each of the ci ti,es, on the midway line as herein before defined, 

and facilities for access to same from Highway 15 shall. be equally convenient 

to the Ea.st and West. 

c. The airlines participating in the purchase of the l.and may build, according to 

plans and specifications approved by both cities, such improvements for their 

own use as they shall decide;, providing, however, that for a period of ten (10) 

years, improvements now located in either of the ci ti,es and used by any such 
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airlines, shall not be removed. 

~ d. Any other improvements for any other airlines in future as desired by the 

e. 

cities, may be erected by them jointly. 

The Lease .Agreement shall provide that it and all other instruments involved 

in this proposal, shall be Without prejudice to the right of either city to 

any eXisting agreement With any airline involved. 

f. There shall be no discrimination 1n rates or otherwise with any other airlines 

involved, and aJ.l landing tees or other fees chargeable to others, shaJ.l be 

charged against the original airlines but offset to the extent ot their 

investments in land and improvements. 

g. The Lease shall require the Lessee Corporation to put back into improvements 

all profits of every sort. 

h. The Lease shall contain a provision that upon breach of any condition of the 

Lease by the Lessee Corporation and failure to cure such breach Within thirty 

(30) days after notice, the lease shall tel'ffiina.te, whereupon the joint operation 

of the airpert by both cities would ensue. 

- O O O -
September 11, 1941 

NOTE: The above memorandum was drawn up at a meeting of representatives of' Dallas and 
Fort Worth attended by the following: 

From Dal.las: V. R. Smi tham, Acting City Manager 
Henry Kucera, City Attorney 
Fr.ad F.lorenca, Chainnan, Special Aviation Committee 
Paul Carrington, President, Chamber of Commerce 

From Fort Worth:. s. H. Bothwell, City Manager 
George Kemble, Assistant City Attorney 
A. A. Lund, President, Chamber of Commerce 
Jack Rattikin, Chainnsn, Aviation Connnittee 
William Holden, F.xecutive Vice President, Chamber of Commerce 

William Holden, becutive Vice President 
Fort Worth Ch8lllber of Commerce 
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~ n Reply Address DEPART'iAENT OF COMMEB.CB 

Regional Manager CIVIL .AlilRON.AIJ'TICS AlllINISTRATlON 
Civil Aeronautics Administration 
P. o. Box 1689 

, Fort Worth, Texas 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Honorable S H l4cCrar.r, Mqor 
City of Fort Worth 
Tex a a 

Dear Mayor Mccrary: 

Fort- Worth, ~ex. 

J anus.r7 5 1942 

r 
~ . 

,J ,,. 

In connection with the propo~ed Midway Airport at 
Arlington, Texas, I am forwarding a ekEttch showing the pro po .sed 
location, together with a general pla.u for the layout of runwa7e 
and bu.ilding a;rea. . , · y . 

That portioa.,.. of the runwa,:s and taxiway• indicated ill 
solid lines, is t~e fpropoeed constru.ction under our present allot
ment of funds. This layout is in the nature of a general plan and 
does not incorpo~9i'te 8111 refine\nents and future developments, su.ch 
as parallel ru.nw4ys, etc. The final details have not been drawn 
up, due to the indefinite stat~s of this project. 

I 

/4:The ·i>u.ilding .area is su.ggested on the west side of the 
airpor for several reasons: (L ~ . 

It is be~ieved the aeronautical efficienc7 of the 
ort will~& more advant~eou..s. The maJorit7 ot 

landings in1tliis local.it7 are made to the south and 
sout.heast;; wi.der this suggested plan most of the land
ing• wou1d result in the airplane completins its roll 
after landing almost in front of the administration 
bu.ilding, which would materially reduce the amoUr.lt of 
time involved in taxiing to the administration building 
for unloading and loading. 

It is our belief that the nature of the land at 
this particular location will lend itself to somewhat 
more economical. development with the building area on 
the west, which would permit the allotted funds to go 
farther toward development of the airport. 

You will recall that Fort Worth interests insisted 
that the administration building should be e:xactl7 
midwa;y between Fort Worth and Dallas 1A order for thia 
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proJect to be acceptable to the 01t7 of Fort Worth. 
fhis pla.u meets with this condition, although it 
does require the construction ot addition highway
on the part of Tarrant CoUD.ty,. C-...,_-

Ground traffic 1a moat likely- to be congested 
near the buildiDc areas; loc•ting the buildings on 
the west side removes the possibility- of this con
gestion being on the main ~ighwa1 ) 

It would be appre~ ated it 70u would indicate your 
approval of this location and general plan in order that we may 
proceed without delq 1Jl developing this proJect. 

All 
1

of t e~ or this 'sit; has not been acquired. 
and it is suggest that no publicity be giTen thia location 
at th19 time in order to afford }the airlines au opportunity to 
obtain the addi Uonal land wit the ·minimum expense-. · 

) 
_.,,,, 

I 
/ 

/s/ L. O. :s:J.liott 
Regional Manager. 



On the 7th day of January, A.D. 1942, the City Council of the City 

· of Fort Worth, Texas, convened in regular session with the following members 

present, to wit-: , 

I.N~McCrary, Mayor; R.C. !.lurpey, R.L. Carnrike, Bradley :Burks,Marvin 

D. Evans, Henry L. Woods, Orville E. Tunstill~ George B. Eagle and Mlavem 

Marks, Councilmen; S.H. Bothwell, City Manager; E.S. :Sirdson·g, City Secretary; 

R,.E~ Rouer, City Atto.rn.ey; with more than a quorum of said Council, at which 

time the following business was transacted: 

City Man.ager Bothwell presented a sketch showing the proposed 

location of the midway airport together with a general plan for the runways 

and buildings received from the C.A.A. and recommended that the plans as 

submitted be approved, whereupon Councilman Burks made a motion, which was 
I 

seconded by Councilman Murp~, that the recommendation of the City Manager 

be adopted, Councilmen Marks a:o.d Woods voting no. 

STATE OF TEXAS l 
0 
I 

COUNTY OF TABRANT l 

I, E .. s. Birdsong, City Secretary of the City of ·Fort Worth, Texas. 

do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy 

of an excerpt from the minutes of the City Council at a regular meeting held 

on the 7th day of January, A.D. 19421 as same appears of record in Minute 

Book E-1, Page 394• 

_ WITNESS my hand and the official seal of the City of Fort Worth; 



A RESOLUTION CONSTITUTING AGREmENT 
WITH THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO 
OPERATION .AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
MIDWAY AIRPORT, ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 

EXHIBIT f 

WHEREAS, the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics of the United 

States Bepartment of Commerce (hereinafter referred to as "Administrator"), 

acting pursuant to the terms of the Department of Commerce Appropriation 

Act, 1942 (Public Law 1351 77th Congress. Title 11), has designated as 

necessary for national defense a project (herein called the "project") 

for development of the Midway Airpart, Arlington, Texas (herein called 

the 11Airport11 ), which project is identified as Docket No.42',,-904-41-17; and, 

WHEREAS, as a condition precedent to release and operation of the 

project, the Administrator requires that the Ci ties of Arlington, Dallas, 

and Fort Worth, Texas, called the "Sponsors" have title in fee simple to 

the landing area of the Airport and the lands to be improved under the 

Project and enter into an agreement with the United States (herein called 

the "Government"), in the manner and form hereof; and, 

WHEREAS, the Cities of Arlington, Dallas and Fort Worth are legally, 

financially, and otherwise able to enter into such an agreement and desire 

to avail themselves of the benefits of prosecution of the Project; NOW, 
. ' 

THEREFORE, 

:SE IT RESOLVED :BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOR!? WORTH: 

S:BX}TION I, 

That for and in consideration of development of the Airport by the 

Government as contemplated by the Project, the 'City of Fort Worth does 

hereby jointly and equally with the Ci ties of Arlington and Dallas convenant 

and agree with the Government as follows: 

(a) The Government shall bave the right to develop the Airport 

improvements to be made under the Project, the manner in which the Project 

is to be conducted, the amount of Federal funds to be expended, and all 

other matters relating to the Project. The Oity of Fort Worth will jointly 

With the Ci ties of Arlington and Dallas cooperate with the Government to 

ensure prosecution of the Project without interference or hindrance, and 



Page #2- Midway Airport Resolution 

agre~s to permit the agents and employes of the Government. and all persons 

authorized by the Administrator, to enter upon,. use, and occupy the Airport 

as the Administrator may deem necessary- or desirable in connection with the 

conduct of the project. 

(b) The City of Fort Worth jointly and equally with the Cities of 

Arlington ~d Dallas agrees to· indemnify and save harmless the Government 

against and from any and all claims and damages which may arise from or in 

connection with the ca~rying out of the Project, excepting claims for 

materials furnished or work performed pur~t ,to authority given by ofticers~ 

empolyes, or agents of the Government. 

(c) It is understood and ~greed that all improvements made under 

the Project shall be the sole and absolute property of the Cities of Arlington. 

~i1as, and Fort Worth, each having an undivided one-third (1/3) interest, 

except where specifically agreed otherwise, in writing, prior to the undei

taking of the improvement or installation in question. 

(d) The City of Fort Worth agrees jointly with the Cities of Arlington 

and Dallas that, continuously during the term of this agreement, the Airport 

will be operate~ as such, and for no other purpose, and that unless utilized 

exclusively for military- purposes, it will at all times be operated for, the 

.. use and benefit of the public, on reasonable terms and without unjust dis,

crimination• and Without grant or exercise of any exculsive right for use of the 

Airport within the meaning of Sect on 303 of the Civil Aeronautics Act of 

1938. 

,(e) The City of Fort Worth agrees J.ointly with the Citi_es of 

Arlington and Da).las that it will at all times during the term of this 

agreement maintain, or cause ,to be maintained in good and serviceable con

dition and repair the entire landing area. of the Airport and all improvements, 

facilities, and equipment whicn have been or may be made, constructed, or 

,in.stalled with Federal. aid; incl\l.ding all improvements made under the Projelt• 

other than facilities and .equip~ nt owned by the Government. 

(f) Insofar as is within its power and reasonably possible, the City 

of Fort w"orth will jointly with the Cities of Arlington and Dallas prevent 

any use of land either within or outside the boundaries of the Airpart, 

including the construction, erection, alteration, or gwowth, of any structure 

or other object thereon, which would be a hasard to the landing, taking--off, 

or IJl8J'leuvering of aircraft at the Airport, or othwrwise limits its usefullness 

as an Airport. 
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(g) In order to protect the rights and interests of the Government 

under this resolution, the City of Fort Worth agrees jointly with the Cities 

of Arlington and Dallas that it will not enter into any transaction which 

would operate to deprive it of any of the rlghts and powers necessary to 

perform any or all of the convenants' as.de herein, unless by such transaction 

the obligation to perform all such covenants is assumed by another public 

agency. 

SECTION 2. 

That the City of Fort Worth does hereby warrant and represent to the 

Government as follows: 

(a) That the City of Fort Worth will acquire title in fee simple to 

an undivided one-third (1/3) interest in all of the lands comprising the 

landing area. of the Airport and to all lands to be improved under the Prpject, 

which lands are shown on the sketch attached hereto as pa.rt of Exhibit A, and 

that said lands are held free from any lien or encumbrance; 

(b) That the City of Fort Worth has the power and authority to adopt 

this resolution, to enter into a joint sponsorship on an equal basis, with 

the Ci ties of Arlington and Dallas and to perform all of the covenants con ... 

tained herein; 

(c) That the City of Fort Worth is financially and practically able 

to perform all of the covenants contained in this resolution; 

(d) That there is no pending or threatened litigation or other legal 

proceedingi and no material and relevant fact, which might adversely affect 

the prosecution of the Project, the operation of the Airport, or the pei

formance of any of the convenants contained in this resolution, which has 

not been brought to the attention of the Adm~nistrator; 

(e) That the City Council df the City of Fort Worth has complied 

with all requirements of law in adopting this resolution. 

,-;,---- ( f) That such of the above re r sentations and wa 

tUestions of law are made upon the advice of the City Attorney of the City of 

Fort Worth whose certificate as to such matters has been previously delivered 

to the City Council •d i II annexed hereto and made a part hereof, as Exhibit 

A. 
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S:WTION 3e 

That the City Attorney and Mayor be and they are authorized to 

furnish the Admillistrator such le~l and :fact~ information relative to the 

Airport, the Project, and this resolution as he may reasonably request.· 

SECTION 4. 

That Sections 1 'and 2 of .this resolution shall become effective upon 

the award of any construction contra.ct for any portion of the Project or the 

inaugu.ration of any portion of the Project under force account, and shall 

continue in .full force and effect during the useful life of the improvements 

made under the Project. 

SlOOTION 5. 

That this resolution is passed subject to the following conditions: 

(a) That the necessary land required by the Civil Aeronautics 

Administration and the United States Government shall be conveyed in fee 
~ ... . 

. simple to the Cit;y .of Fort Worth by the Airlines to the extent of an un-

, diyided one-third (l/3) interest, and that · a like interest be conveyed to 

the Cities of Arlington and Dallas, respectively, so that the three cities 

shall be tenants in common in the ownership of said land111 

~. "' (b) That the City of Arlington and the C~ ty of Dallas pass the 

same kind of resolutions ~s the foregoing. 

(c) That' the Jroposed contract between the City of Fort Worth, the 
. . ' 

City of Arlingtont the City of Dallas, Midway Airport Corp_ora.tion, 'American 

Airl~~es, Inc., and .Bra.ni~f ,Airways, Inc., shall be submitted 'and be ap,-, 

, proved by the Civil Aeronautics Administration. 

(d) Tba.t this resolution is passed. by the City of Fort Worth in 

good faith; however. if a court of competent jurisdiction should hold that 

the City of Fort Worth and the City of Dallas do not have the legal 

authority to enter into a contract with the City of Arlington for the Joint✓ 

and maintenance of an airport and assume ~he obligations set 

forth in this resoluticn, then it is agreed between the three cities that 

the City of .lrlington shall be sponsor for this project ,nth the definite .... 

understanding that the Ci ties of Fort Worth and Dallas will then, as soon 

as practical. seek legislative authority to enter into an agreement which 

will give them full authority to assume the obligations and understandings 
.. 

set forth in ~his resolution. 
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SECTION 6. 

That three certified copies of this resolution be sent forthwith 

to the Administrator, through the Regional Manager of Civil Aerona~tiot9 

P.O. Box 1689. Fort Worth, Texas. 

,1..-. 

,, STATE OF TEXAS I 
l 
I 

COUNTY OF TARRANT I 

· I, E. s .. .Birdsong, .c1 ty Secretary of the City of Fort ~orth, Texas, 

. do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a t~e and correct copy 

of a resol.ution duly presented and adopted by the City Council of t~e City 

of Fort Worth, Texas, .at · a regu.lar session held on the 7th day of January, 
. . 

A.D. 1942, as same appears of record in Minute :Book #E-1, Page 392. 

-' WITNESS MY HAND and the offi·c~al seal of the City of Fort Worth, 

Texas. this the 12ti!D. day of March, A,.D. 1943. 
' 

.. 

-
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EXHIBIT I 
IRVING BOULEVARD, LOOKING EAST FROM IRVING 'IOWARD DALLAS. NOTE BOWEN IDS 

I 
JI ; . 

I . 

) 



IRVING BOULEVARD, EAST OF IRVING,. LOOKING EA.Sr EXHIBIT I 


