
Postwar World 
Airways Urged 

American Airlines Executive 
Wanfs Government io Allow 
International Expansion. 

Aviation should be allowed to 
expand on a worldwide basis after 
the war in the same manner per
mitted in the United States before 
the conflict, Hollis R. Thompson, 
president and general manager 
of American Airlines in Mexico, 
aaid Sunday night. 

"It is mv firm belief that the 
Government will make a great mis
take if various lines are not al
lowed to expand to international 
service after the war," Thompson 
said at a meeting of Convair's 
Foremen's Club at Hotel Texas. 

Praises Competition. 
"Competition is a good thing.'' 

he said, citing the two American 
lines that operate into Mexico 
from Fort Worth and El Paso. 
"Both companies are operating 
profitably and have improved their 
services. The two lines have at
tracted more air customers. 

Thompson pointed out that avi
ation in Latin American coun
tries is overcoming natural hurdles 
to transportation . Planes are ca1TY· 
ing supplies to mines and other 
businesses that are not reached 
by railroads or highways and are 
bringing out ore and other pro
ducts. "Latin American nations 
use airplanes in manners unknown 
In the United States," he said. 

Reach Air Trans_port Quickly. 
"Latin America has skipped two 

modes of transportation that were 
u3ed extensively in the develop
ment of the United States," he 
said. "Because of mountains and 
jungles, railroads and highwavs 
are not practical." 

The 20 Latin American coun
tries have 83 ,922 miles of railroads 
and 81,893 miles of airway lines 
compared with 235,536 railway 
and 39,746 aii-way miles in the 
United States, he pointed out. 

"The United States l!as the best 
pilots and best planes in the world 
and other nations should share 
these benefits after the war,'' he 
said. "Of course, Latin American 
nations, as well as others throu,e:h
out the world should have some
thing to say as to the number 
of international lines entering 
their airports." 


