
4~d::; ~irport Issue ' 
There is good sense in the suggestion of T. E. 

Braniff that the people of Dallas accept the recent 
letter of Secretary of Commerce Jesse H. Jones as 
completely clarifying the issues relating to the 
Midway Airport. Secretary Jones suggested that 
the administration building be placed midway on 
the north side of the field, making possible de• 
velopment both east and west of the field, and 
that Dallas and Fort Worth resolve their differ
ences and permit construction of the airport to 
go ahead. To this Mayor Woodall Rodgers agreed 
but with the reservation that Dallas would par
ticipate with the understanding that the airport 
would not be used for other than through traffic. 

It has been the opinion of The News that 
Mayor Rodgers is substantially sound in his con
tention that the Midway Airport can logically be 
used only for through traffic; but, considering all 
present circumstances, it seems advisable that 
Dallas go ahead and co-operate in the development 
of the port without demandi:qg commitments as 
to its future use. Dallas agreed to this as an 
original proposition and demurred only when the 
site of the administration building was removed 
to the west side of the field. We must consider 
also that this port will not be used for commercial 
purposes until the end of the war a year or two 
or more hence. We do not know what conditions 
will be at that time. There is some logic on the 
side of the air line companies in not wanting to 
commit themselves to airport policies at that fu
ture date, especially in view of the rapid develop
ment of the whole air transportation industry. 

It is a fact that Fort Worth civic leaders have 
never been enthusiastic about the Midway Airport. 
They have a tentative plan for eventually using 
the great airport developed eight miles west of 
their city at the plant of Consolidated Aircraft ' 
Corporation. Dallas would not, of course, want 
to tie itself to an agreement to use the Midway 
Airport exclusively and later wake up to find that 
our patronage was very largely going to the Mid
way Port while Fort Worth's was being diverted to 
the airport nearer its city limits. However, un
qualified agreement by Dallas to use the airport 
on an equal basis with Fort Worth would not, in 
any way, deter the city in the plans being drawn 
by Harland Bartholomew for other airports 
around the city. Both the air lines and the mu
nicipalities using the Midway Airport would be 
left free to formulate policies to meet the con
tingencies of future aviation development upon 
basis of future agreements. This seems to be a 
fair solution of the difficulty. Secretary Jones' 
impartial ruling in the matter should be accepted, 
permitting construction of the port to go ahead. 


