
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Carter •·-----------~--'-~ Date __ _.3~-;;..:2=-4=--3=9 __ ....;.__ 

Atta che d i s o ur copy of the O'Brie n ·stor y a s s ubmit ted to t he AP 

a nd copy as lt l ef t t he Da lla s of f i ce of t,ho AP, Flom saye Department 

t h AP ~ere a t,h e _ ent ire s tory b ut natur a l l y c ouldn' t use it 

a 11-... t ook t wo she e ts of it. It ca rrie s t ne pla ce of s 1gn1ng and 

y•our r erra r lr s to O •Brie n. It doe sn't carry the fa ct tha t it was signed 

with t h J same pe n tha t wa s us e d by Dempsey. Fle m s ays whe n y ou first 

me nt toned t h:s f act you s a id you did not know whe t her i t would 

be WE# 11 to use in the s to !'IJ or not , 1n view of wha t h:1 ppen ea to 
,,,,.,...; 

Dep~ey etc (you wer e probab ly kidding) bu t tha t l a ter you c a l ll~a up. 

to u se 1t and t ha t it wa s ins e rted in our story .JMN 



s port s 

• 

I t wa s with c onsiderabl e cereuony t ha t Da vid O' Br ien., 

rr exas Chris t i an Un iver sity • s 1938 All- Ju·e ric a quar terba c k ., was 

trans formed int o a. profes~ l onal f ootball r ooki e he r·e ~·!ednesday 

a f ternoon. Cameras, 1:iovi e and stil ls ., gr ound and c l i cked as he 

si13n,~ d a t wo-year c ont rac t ":li th t he Phila delphia Bagles of' t h e 

Na tiona l Lea r;tte , the club t l1.n t s e l e c ted h i ri in t he draft t hr oe 

n onths ar-:o. 

' 
Bf..:rt Bell, ovmer nsli I 1 um and c oa ch of the, Engle s 

who 1.as . be en i n Texas since :~onday seeking the s i gna tu.re of' 

• 

o •Dr i en and a nu.nber of other Southwest sta rs·., vms t hE:} party 

of the oec ond part. 
cd ' : ( (' tJ> ' tJu.J 

The s i gning t ook aa••·~c pl ace~ in the of f i ce of ;\r2on 

Cart er ., publisher of the 8 t a.r - Te l ee;ram., 

Coach Dutch Ueycr of T . C. U. ; Boy d 

and was attend" d by 

Kei th, ·unc l e and bus i ness 

:manar,e r of O' Brien; I . B . Hale ., capta.in and All-Ar.101•:tc a t a c k le 

with Da v oy a t r . c . u. a nd a half dozen others closely assoc i a t e d 

v1ith t he m:~wa, w:@S\b®Mi •sz 1.50-p ou.nde r wh o vms E.RilEnx erovmed 

as the Na tion's f orenos t college f ootballer l a s t season. 

P i nu.:ncia l terms of t he contrac t i,1ere - not a nnounced, 

but i t i s unde rs t ood to hi,n re a c lause t hat will g i v e O' Bri en a 

Hha re of the Eagles ' gate receipts , and it was :stiria,tGd by 

Dell that it woul d r esult in t he a c e f o r ward pat, c(Gr r.1akin13 

• 



2/ 

more o oney JW1fl•Mtill&9aBt thRn a ny other player ,_. has received 

for a ,two-year period in the Nationa l League. 

the cont1•act was signed Carter congr atul a t ed ,, 
Bell on s ecuring the service s of ,the ff1~ea.test All-Ar1erican· o:r them 

all~ both on arid off . the f' ield. You have s h oi:m good t a ste in 

your selection u:nd ou have rrry very best Tl._i:sbrs1111S . wishes." 'l1hen 

he t u rned to Davey t, nd said: " rJh ile I . regret to see you g o into 

professiona l f ootb&ll 1 I congratulate y ou on hooking u p with a 

good outfit anll natural ly v-1 a ll wish y ou t he very bes t of 

luck and 

a.p;r aed t o 

succ e~:s . tt 

# (. ' 
.I. 1 l I n t I t ~28!.Df5 

{ ;.;,1~➔ rt!'..nm.mc encmt 't.'11 esday night by 

Bel l ' s ttn-r1s and t hat o• Brien would 

KOi th that 

sign the 

he had 

t wo-year 

c ontract came a s a compl e te surpris e t o even 0 ' Brien1 s c l osest 

associa tes. Not even Coa ch 1lcyer had any adva:nce hint that 

O' Brien · would ~iiu•;ci:keKZJIAKivttux 1we?£ ·'trmkx s-cla•is y ield to the 

flattering offers of the ?n"li1X Eag l e s . He he.B s aid all aloi g that 

he v1ould not play profess ionall y l )ll.t \Jou.ld lCIHM!IWrc take a. 

position in the ge_?J.ogy dopnrtmont of a:n ' oil cor:1pa ny. 


