Mr.

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Date 3-24-39

Carter'

Attached 1s our copy of the O'Brien story as submitted to the AP

and copy as it left the Dallas offlce ef—the AP Flem says— Department

th AP wag oAfered the entire story but naturally couldn't use 1t

allwwmime took two sheets of it. It carries tne place of signing and
your remarks to 0'Brien. It doesn't earry the fact that 1t was signed

wlth the same pen that wag uged by Uempssy. Flem says when you first

.

ment joned thls fact you said you did not know whether it would

be well to use 1in the story or not, in view of what happensd to

O :
Deppsay etc(you were probably kidding) but that later you called up

to use 1t and that it wss inserted 1ln our gtory.JMN



sports

It was with considerable cererony that David O0'Brien,
Texas Christian Universityts 1938 All-Arerieca quarterback, was
transformed into a professional footbail rookie here lednesday
afternoon, Caneras, riovie and stills, ground and clicked as he
sisned a twoe-year contract with the Philadelphia Eagles‘ of the

National League, the elub that selected hirm 'in the draft three

months ago.

Bert Bell, owner mweaddmmees and coach of the Eagles
who has . been in Texas since Ilonday seeking the signature of

O'Brien and a number of other Southwest =mmms stars, was the party

off the second - :
of the second part, Lot 2518 o' locle

—————— s R

: The signing took g placé%"in the office of Arion
Carter, publisher of the Star-Telegram, and was aﬁtend*d by
Céach Duteh lieyer of T, C. U, 3 Boyd [Keith, uncle and business
manager of O'Brieny I. B, Hale, captain and AlleAnerica tackle

with Davey at T. C, U, and a half dozen others closely assoclated

with the xbskkyessttezgetwer 150-pounder who was kmiximdx erowned

as the lNation's foreriost college footballer last season,

Financial terms of the contract were- not announced,
but it is understood to have a eclause that will give O0'Brien a
share of the kagles' gate rcceipts, and it was stire ted by

Bell that it would result iIn the ace forward passzer making



2/

more money mexkuxwmmmeRt than any other player % has received

for a  two-year period in the' HNational League,

After _the contract was signed Carter congratulated
‘ Belluon securing the services of ‘the “reatest All=Anerican of them
all, both on and off the field, You have shown good taste in
your selection and you have my very best kmbmetesx wishes." Then
he turned to Davey :nd said: "While I regret to see you go into
professional football, I congratulate you on hooking up with a $

geod outfit and mnaturally wg all wish you the very best of

luck and successe”

L:Ef announcenent ‘uesday mnight by Keith that he had
agreed to Bellfs' terms &nd that O0'Brien would sign the twowyecar
contract came as a complete surprise to even O'Brien's closest
associates. Not even C(oach leyer kwews had any advance hint that
N1Brien would mbssackRescpesiiisnichoxdnnlsesayrs yield to the
flattering offers of the yormx Eagles, e has said all alorg that
he would not play p»professionally but would xmessssmz take a

position 3in fthe geology department of an o1l company,

ki




