
WASHINGTON BUREAU 
SUITE 603 
2025 EYE STREET N . W . 
WASHINGTON , D . C . 

Dear Mr . Carte r: 

LEDGER - BUILDING 

FOR..T WOR..TI-I I TEXAS 

Friday 

~ 

Al though it is not as noteworthy as one coming more 

direct, I think it will be well received . l ce r tainly do appre c iate 

you kindness in furnishing us with the material, which I am returning 

herewith . 

Sincerely , 

George ' . Haddaway , Edi tor 
SOU'lliWESTKRN AVIATION 

Mr. Haddaway will hold story for further changes or suggestions 

until Monday, should you care to make additional com.~ents. 



NINETEBN TROUS.tiliD M! LES BY AI R · 

To Buenos Aires aboa rd the Braz ilian Clipper----acr oss the towe r i ng A.mi e s 

t o Sant i ago , thence 'tf.P the west · coast of South America by Pan American- Grace 

Airwa ys , across the Ce n t ral Ame rican Republics and into Mexico-- - - t wo emi nent 

newspa}?ermen descr ibe the.ir 

IlvlPR8SSIONS OF TH£ FLIGHT 

Edgar M. Swasey, Vice-pr es i dent , Hea rst American Weekly 

Amon G. Carter , Publisher , Fort Worth Star Te le gram 

It was exactly 7 : 57 a . rn . on august :fo at Internati onal .Airpor t , Miami, 

Florida . '.!.'he l ar gest air transport eve r developed in America, the g i ant flying 

boa t , Brazilian Clippe r , ho i $ted anchor , sped momentar i l y. across an a zur e sea 

and took to the a ir with its cargo of "..mer ican newspape r me n , government of ficials 

and execut ives of Pan merican .Airways , over whose syste m the t hirty two pas senger 

ma gnificent t ransports will soon go into re g,"Ular service . The departure marked 

a new chapter in a eronaut ica l history , a new era in international good will. 

/ 

The outgoing trip from Miami to Buenos Aire s, a d istance of 7400 miles, was 

c ompleted in but 55 hou:rs- and 22 minutes actua l fly,ing time . It was not an 

abnormal or "s.tunt trip , " :t>ut the first of re gular schedules &X ltX of the same 

t r ave l time over the route . The service moves the g reat South Americ an 

markets two days closer than the be s :t previous air transportatio n t i me. After 

leavine Miami, stops were made at Port au Prince , Haiti; San Juan , Por to Rico; 

Port of Spain, Trinidad; _ Ge orgetown , British Gu iana ; Par amarib o, Dutch G1iiana; 

Pa r a , Sao Luis , na tal , Bahia, Caba Fri o, Rio Qle Jane i ro and Pue rto Al egre, Br azil, 

Mon tiv ideo , Uraguay and Bµenos Aires, Ar gentina . TWo p l ea~ant days we re spen t 

in Ri o and t wo i n Buenos Aires . The othe r s t op s were over night . 

Des ir d.ng t h e experience of the fli gh t a.cross the Andes and the voyage 

up the west coast of South American into Cen t r al America and Mexico, we did not 

return with the record breaking Brazilian ~ lipper . On our return voyage over 



the Pan Ame r ican- Grace system embraced two-day stops in Santiago , Ch ile; 

Colon, Panama and Mexico, D.F., with overnight visits to Antafogasta, Chile; 

Lima , Peru; Guaya quil, Ecuador; Tumaco, Columbia, and San Salvad or . Fr om 

Mon tevideo to Panama the route wa s over the jointly operated Pan American and 

Pan American-Grace lines and from Panama to Mexico, D. F., over the Pan American 

system over Costa Rica, Honduras, San Salvador, GuatelT'.ala to Mexico City and 

Brownsville. Only four an.done-ha lf h tmrs were re g_uired t o· make the voyage from 

t he Mexican Cap ita l to the b order city. Fro m Brownsville to Fort Worth 

the fli ght of 551 miles re ~uired but two hou rs ~d 56 minutes in the new Vultee 

Tr ansport of Ame~ican Airlines. 

Not one accident or even the slightest mishap occurred on the entire 

voyage. There was 
18,000 

entire/ l?.¥,=500 miles 

but one ins tance of delay or alteration in p lans over the 

of fli gh t. iie were nearing Rio, where a crowd of 20,000 

spectators a,\1,'a i ted the Clipper's visit. Dense fo g made it inadvisable to land 

and the p ilot returne d ninety miles up the coast to take the ship into a p rotected 

bay. ~1 deligh t ful dinne:r was served on boa rd, t he gue sts of Pan .American .Air-
I 

ways amusing t h emselve s during the evening at bridge and ot h er games. The f light 

to Rio was comp l eted t he following morning , the chri stening 1ceremonies of the 

Brazilian Clipper t ak ing p l a ce in due time , by the wife of the President of Brazil • 

.. :1. t every stop along the route enthusiastic welcoming parties greeted the 

I 
good-will tour. In the larger cities whe r e extended visits were scheduled , we 

were honored with elaborat e r ecep tions and aff orded many enjoyable entertainmen t s . 

At Haiti, Puerto Rico and Georgetown the governors o f the respective province s pre-

sided at the recep tions. In Brazil, Argentina, Chile and San Salvador , the pre-

sidents of those1 republics with other dignitaries honored their Ji:orth American 

.visitors in traditiona l La tin-American fashio·n. 

During the entire circumnavigation of the g reat cont i nent, i t wa s ev ident 

that t he int erna t i onal a ir s e rv i ce is doing and wi ll coot i nue t o do an even greater 

work in f os tering bet t er in t erna tional relati 0ns and in promoting cow.merce and 
, 

I 
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trade between North and South America, even though Pan .Ame.rican and Pan .American-

Grace experience stiff compe tition from the ~utopean air lines. Air Fr ance, 

for example, operates from Santiago , Chile across the continent and up the east . 

coast t o Natal, thence a.cross the Atlantic to b'urope by way of .Africa. France, 

Eng l and and Germany a.re lending every encouragement to aviation development-----

de finitely mor~ so than the United s·tat es. The forei gn countries a fford their 

lines a competitive advantage over our great in t ern~tional system. The fore i gn 

l ines are ~g iven a suQstantial government subsidy and in addition are permi tted to 

re tain all revenues. The United States competitor, ~hile given a subsidy, turns 

back 1to the Government u practically one-half of the subsidy and suffer add i t ional • 
penalization by reason of the forei gn exchange. .Aviation is doing more than any 

one factor or industry to open trade avenues bet~een the two continents as well as 

to foster better political r e lationships. American aviation has made sp lendid 

p r ogress, but if it is to meet the constantly imp roving competition from the 

Europeans, it will be ne cessar y to ma tch £oreign governuients' support of their 

r e spective air services. 

Perfiap s ,, the mo st impressive observa tions of the momento~s fli ght were the 

vastness of the republics a.µd their r es ources, t he evidence of their improving 

economic conditions, th2 progre ssiveness of their cities and peoples as well as 

the admirable work being done by Pan American in cementing the relationships ,. 

between the :re publics and the United States. It is difficult . to conceive the 

vastness of many South American count ries, particula rly countries like Brazil , 

.1:1. r ge_nt:ina and Chile. '1'he g reat ranches were impressive si,ghts with their huge 

ranch n ouses and hundreds up on thousands of cat tle. '1:'he sane impr e ssion of 

vas tness characte rized the fli ght over t he Brazil coffe plantations. 

'.t!he peop le th r qugh out t he continent are t he n,os t polite imd cordial to 

be found anywhere. They ~re p redominantly alert and prog r essive . There a re no _/ 
1 Lima and Mexicot CityV 

more beauti fu l or mod~rn cities than rl. io, Buenos AirE: s,~Santiago / '11he hotels 

a re magni f icent structures, complet ely LOdern , and t he cuisine canno t -be e qu a lled . 
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11:here a re clubs t hat would compa r e wi t h any i n the v: orld. l<'or ins tance 

the Union Club at Santiago covers practical l y an entire city b lock. I ts ba r 

is one hundred feet long , and betwe en the hours of f'i ve and seven in the a fte rnoon 

it i s the gathering p lace f or the business men of the city. de counted eighty 

five at the bar at one time and t wo hundred . seated a.round the tables. 'lie were 

informe.d that this was an everday 9ccurrsnce. . 'i.'he:re '\vas no evidence of i nt oxication 

anywhe r e . 

The race tracks at Rio, Buenos -~ires and Santi ago a re the finest i n t he 

wor l d. Races a re held every holiday and Sunday tbrcughout the year. I t was 

in t e.resting to note that the . stores close en Saturday s at noon, and al though 
I 

the l aw permits racing o~ Sundays, it prohibi t s the sale of anything on Satur day 

afte :rnoons. 

Other cus.toms and ciodes of living . a.re also s_u'ite di f f erent from our own. 

Stores ct.o not open until 9 a .Lu; the executive usually ariv es a t his office ab out 

10; the stores close at n oon and r eopen a t 2 , remaining o~e n until 7. Di nner 

is usually s erved a round St o'clock, so rrietir1es a s l a te a s 10:30. No one seems to 

be in a hurry , ever yone appa rently getting a greai., aeal out of li f e; 
i 

yet everywnere 

t her is amp le eviaence of activity and advance ment. ~heir p olite and cordi a l 

' manner was character is tic of a ll vi i t h whom we came in contact. 'N e we re .Particularly 

i mpressed by the efI'ectiveness with wn ich p olicemen handled the traff ic. .7e did not 

hear a t r a ffic or'f icer raise his voice, much less "bawl out 11 sou,e unfor tuna te 

pedestrian or auto d river f or infra c t ion of :ceguh tions • 

.ie found the united Sta te s v;ell re present ed by its ambassadors ~nu mi nisLers 

i n every country visited. -'~ssadors Gibson i n Brazil, -,:edell in -~r gentina , 

Sev ier i~ Chile and Dani els in i. •• exico a re doing a 6 reat · deal t o f'urthe r . .meri C<:i.n 

relat ions abroad and are, in addition, universa lly well though t of by the pe ople. 

I n Santiago we were the gu ests of 11r • .d.!ld :r ... rs. Sevier, ' •. 'exans by t he way, a.nd i L 

Mexico, :::> . l!' ., we were the 6u est s of .il!lbassador Dan i els • 

.ln observ:d.tion that n i ght in ter est many s ou the rners was made at Katal, brazil 

where cot t on p l ante r s contemplat e doubling the ir c:;1,Cre age nex t ye ar becau se o,f the 
; / 



reduc t ion of acre age in the Ur.. ited Sta tes . In many s eot i onr: of South Ame r i ca, 

Cot t on i s a pere nn i a l, it is p l anted but once i n s eve n r ears ;;ncl of cours€ the ir 

co6t of ~roaucti on is f ar l ess th~n in our covntr y. Down in Chile we flew over 

a beai1tiful l ittle valley u.cvoted. to co1.,tori y.roducti on . We were t old tlli:.l.t the 

inha.tJ i. t.:,11t ~ of thi~, val le ,,· M.u l d. tx1i€.rie1.ce t.musual pros .t? el'it. y this y ear , inaemuch 

al l of the countriee •r;o vizite d 0 0ro1,,:.:: :1· 1is:.u·::: o. to ..;o i i:1 0 0ou. cui., i tion and it 

exist 1 ,,: t}·s lir.i ~c. States ir; J,t,'Lin .:i.!.tel' ic:... . Only suc h a flight c.ai1 impress 
tK.e,__ f}.__..., c'--1,~.-'\. .... ,. ·,.. -

one ,itr foe .i.::·.~crta.r;ce o1A~ ~..;.1, 1\l.k.~_.o;_t..i.lJ.llal. ...i.ir ~ycta,1,G _;_u u::t..'ec ting 
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