
FIFTH FLOOR--!: SINCLAIR BLDG. ---= - -
FORT WORTH 

July 16, 1936. 

General Motors Corporation, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Dear Mr. Grant: 
Attention: Mr. R.H. Grant, 

il9I! n.lii ue Vice Pres. 

Pursuant to our conversation with your Mr. Hopkins 
re garding the ma t ter of the General Motors participation in 
the Fort Worth Frontier Centennial as discussed with you by 
Amon carter, the plan is as follows: 

We have had installed by the Radio Corporation of 
P..m.erica 26 loud speakers that cover the entire ground area 
of the Frontier Centennial. Our sound program is so hooked 
up that the man who handle s the controls in the Administra
tion Building can tuen in or out at will any of the orchestras 
at t he various amusement centers. The mixing table in the 
control room is equipped to play phonograph records and elec
trical transcriptions from the time the grounds open i n the 
morning---approximately 10:30T--up until the time when tile 
first orchestra starts to funct i on---approxin:a tely 2:00 p . m. 
From 2 p.m. until closing time---which will run anywhere from 
12 to 2 a.m.---we plan to "pipe" the music of the various 
orches t r as throughout the grounds. 

, e h a ve engaged Paul Whiteman and his Orchestra, in
cluding Ramona, the Four King 's iVIen, Mary Durell, and the 
re gular Whiteman entertaining radio unit, for a period of six 
consecutive weeks, and we hold an option for another six weeks. 
If at the expiration of his engagement we are unable to retain 
him longer, we will arrange f or the services of another nationally
known orchestra. 

We have also engaged Joe Venuti and his Orchestra and a 
very fine vocal entertainer for a period of six weeks and we 
hold a similar option as on the Whit eman Orchestr a. 

The Jumbo Orchestra consists of the f inest Southwestern 
musicians. Their arrangements are the work of Adolph Deutsch 
and Maurice Cutter; two of ft.merica's outstanding musical arrangers. 
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THE OLD WEST LIVES AGAIN IN FORT WORTH 
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The orchestra at the Last Frontier consists of 24 
men and leader and, in my opinion, is a better musical unit 
than has ever accompanied a Wild West Show. 

At the Pioneer Palace we have engaged an orchestra 
that has created quite a reputation for itself in Oklahoma 
City---Ben Young and his Band. Th is orchestra will be directed 
by Mr. Lally, a very competent local director who formerly 
directed the Seven Aces on WBAP, the star-Telegram Station in 
Fort Wort11 for several years. He made a very good reputation 
and is very well liked locally. 

Supp,lementing these ma jor orchestras, we have two 
"breakdown t bands---orchestras that specialize in native 
Texas music, includin g the old fiddlers . 

Our choral ensemble includes the Ei ght Californians 
at Casa Manana, direct from the Ziegfeld Follies; Henderson's 
Singing Razorb acks--- a choral group of 32 men; a vocal group 
of 14 trained singers at the 1H ld Ves t Show, in harmony vd.th 
that type of show, and a great many outs tanding soloists of 
the cali ber of Everet t Marsh all of George White's Scandals, 
Stewart Gracey of the Metropolitan Oper a House , and many, many 
others . 

At the Pioneer Palace , which show consis t s of some 60 
people, we ha ve Tom Patricola, a well known s t ar of the stage 
and motion pictures . 

As you will note from the above, we have tried to 
fai t hfu lly combine the better nn.tsical features of the old and 
the new---the best of Broadway mingled with the best of tre 
\iest. 

A very important phase of this modern Frontier Cen
tennial Exposit ion is tre f act that up to the present writing 
it is without exception a non-commercial Exposition. There 
are no commercial exhibits of any description othe r than the 
West Tex as Chamber of Commerce, wh ich is housed in an old 
railroad station which includes a replica of Will Roger's living 
room, fai t h f'ully reproduced with all its trophies and furnishings 
as was exhibited in his home at Santa Monica. This bu ilding 
concer ns itself with the native products rat her than the products 
of any commercial organization . 

We a r e prepared to offer the Gene ral Motors Corporation 
the exclus ive right to make spot annov.ncements every thirty 
minutes from the time tre gr ounds open until the time they clos e. 
Of course, we assume, knowing the dignified way in which your 
radio broadcasting is handled, that these announcements will be 
handled in a like manner. My suggestion of a sample announcement, 
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after discussing the matter with your representative, :Mr. 
Hopkins~ and his associates, would be as follows: 

"This music comes to you through the courtesy 
of the General Motors Corporationn 

or, if you so desire: 

uThis music comes to you through the courtesy 
of the Chevrolet Division of the General Motors 
Corporation." 

with the right, at your discretion, to rotate these on 
separate announcementso 

Once j_n the afternoon and once at night each day when , 
e.t your discretion, we re ach our peak crowds, you will have 
the right to make an .. announcement, lasting approximately a 
minute , w1b.ich wi 11 embody a straight 'bommer cial" • 

fuile we have no signs or advertising on the grounds, 
as further evidence of our desire to cooperate to the limit 
of our ability , we will erect a sign at some suitable location 
on the g rounds worded that the music on the grounds of the 
Frontier centennial comes to the public through the courtesy 
of tbe General Motors Corporation . 

The man who handles the piping of the music on the grounds 
of the Centennial, if you so desire, will make the Genere.l Motors 
announcements for you; or, at your discr etion, you may, at your 
own expense, put your own man in. 

You , through this arrangement, Mr. Grant , will dominate 
the Show from an advertising and co:m:mercial standpoint. 

The price fot this s ervice to the Fort Vorth Frontier 
Centennial will be ~i50,000.00 for the sixteen week period. 
$25,000.00 to be p a id on the opening day of the Show and the 
remai ning $25,000. 0 0 at the conclusion of the Show . If :for 
any reason, the Show should not continue for the full sixteen 
weeks, you will b e charged a pro-rat a basis on the last $25,000.00. 
On the other• hand, we have every confidence that the Show will 
not only run sixteen weeks but may run longer; in which event 
as a further evidence of our good faith in the matter, we will 
continue your programs until the expiration of the Show, without 
additional expense to the General Motors Corporation. 



_ .. _4,.. __ 

From all indications, the Dallas Central Centennial will, 
no doubt, p1ay to ten or twelve million people. With the 
character and t ype of entertainment we have in t he Fort Worth 
Frontier Centennial, we should play to forty or f i fty percent 
of the Dallas' attendance. It will, no doubt, be di f ficult 
for you to visualiz e this opportunity unless you cou l d be here 
and see the rehe ars als now in progress. Frankly, with all 
due modesty, we will have the gre atest show ever produced in 
America. The citizens of Fort Worth have spent a million and 
a half dollars for the sole purpos e of entertaining the Cen
t ennial visitors to Texas, including, of course, the citizens 
of our own State, and we hope you and your official family will 
pay us a visit; at which time I f eel sure you will consider 
the statements herein h ave been extremely conservative and 
modest. 

We will be t ickled to death to have you. You are 
rendering a real ser vice to the business interests and t he 
folks of West Texas, which should be capitalized by your sal es 
organization very effectively. 

br/n 

~oursver~ 

- B~SE 
Dil..,ector General 


