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Mr. WOODRUM of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, under leave to 
extend my remarks in the RECORD, I include the following 
speech made at Lynchburg by the Chairman of the Demo
cratic National Committee on April 13 and an introduction 
by the senior Senator from Virginia: 
INTRODUCTION OF MR. FARLEY BY SENATOR CARTER GLASS AT THE 

JEFFERSON DAY CELEBRATION OF THE LYNCHBURG YOUNG DEM

OCRATIC CLUB AT LYNCHBURG, VA., APRIL 13, 1939. 

Mr. President and fellow Demccrats, this is the birthday 
anniversary of the greatest Democrat who ever lived. There 
were great characters in Virginia and in the Nation in that 
era of our history, but no man had greater versatility, 
greater discernment, and was as great a statesman as 
Thomas Jefferson, and tonight we assemble here to pay 
tribute to his ideals and to hear an address on the subject 
of them by one of the finest men of the present admin
istration. 

· As I had occasion to say at the dinner to which most of 
you were not invited, any community in · the United States 
would honor itself by honoring Jim Farley. He is the 
most effective and the ablest chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee that has served during my entire life of 
more than 81 years. His achievements are the most out
standing of any Democratic national committeeman. He 
has nearly driven the Republican Party out of existence and 
has carried for the Democratic Party more electoral votes 
than any Republican candidate ever received. 

However anyone may differ with Jim Farley, nobody has 
ever been found to say that he isn't a man of his word, who 
keeps his promises-he doesn't make many-but it is some-
thing to keep them all. · · 
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Some people say that I am a cold and a reserved sort of 
person, which, of course, isn't true; but be it true or not, I 
have personally loved Jim Farley ever since I have known 
him. You may always depend upon what he says. He is what 
he is and proud of it. He is a politician, and he is the best 
politician that has ever figured in the public life of America. 
He has carried the Democratic Party to signal success in 
every campaign which he has directed, and without being a 
prophet, I may very safely predict that he will carry it to 
success in the next national campaign. 

Strange as it may seem to my fellow citizens, I am one of 
those United States Senators who do not believe in talking 
long but talking frequently, and I am not going to follow the 
example of some people who introduce the speakers of the 
occasion by making Jim Farley's speech for him. I am 
going to present him to this great audience-the greatest that 
I have ever seen assembled here in the armory-with the con
fident expectation that he will entertain and instruct you and 
make another contribution to the cause of democracy. 

I present J ames A. Farley, Postmaster General of the 
United States. · 
ADDRESS BY HON. JAMES A. FARLEY, CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE, AT THE JEFFERSON DAY CELEBRATION OF 
THE LYNCHBURG YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUB, AT LYNCHBURG, VA., 
APRIL 13, 1939 

For many years now, the Democratic Party has made a cus
tom of celebrating the birthday of its immortal founder, 
Thomas Jefferson. We have had a dual purpose in doing this. 
The first purpose has been to honor the memory of a worthy 
patriot and the second has been to rededicate ourselves to the 
fundamental principles of American democracy. 

This is an appropriate setting for an observance of Jefferson 
Day and I am indebted to the Young Democrats of Lynchburg 
for their kindness in inviting me here. A discussion of human 
rights and political liberty should carry an authentic ring 
when spoken on Virginia soil. 

I am also happy to be in the home city of my good friend, 
Senator CARTER GLASS, a great American, whose integrity of 
purpose and fidelity to conviction should · serve as a model 
for all who aspire to a place of trust in public affairs. He 
has served the Nation well and those who disagree with him 
in viewpoint are quick to acknowledge his honesty and his 
sincerity. 

This year's observance takes on an added meaning because 
there never was a time when the world was more in need 
of Jeffersonian guidance than it is today. It is frequently 
said that democracy is on trial-merely because popular gov
ernment has been supplanted in some nations by the iron 
rule of dictatorship. I dissent from that view, The dictator 
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never iived who could confer on his subjects a gift equal to 
the simple dignity of American citizenship, 

In my opinion, the events of this t roubled period serve 
to vindicate the intrinsic value of the democratic process. I 
doubt if any individual on earth who ever tasted the joy 
of free living would voluntarily prefer to live under a form 
of government that presumed to order for him his thoughts, 
his opinions, his occupation, and his way of life. Every new 
victory for the law of force and violence is a defeat, not only 
for its immediate victims but for all humanity. 

On former occasions such as this we paid lip service to 
the blessings of democracy, perhaps without realizing what 
they really meant. That is no longer true. We speak of 
democracy today almost in reverent tones, because we know 
from the sad experience of other lands that the most precious 
things we have are the direct result of the form of government 
under which we live. 

Whenever free-born men and women think of liberty, the 
name of Thomas Jefferson immediately springs to mind. It 
would be idle for me to explain why that is so to an audience 
of Virginians. A great writer has stated that Jefferson 
fashioned the national platform when he gave us the pre
amble of the Declaration of Independence. I think you will 
agree with that statement. 

We pay tribute to Jefferson tonight because his philosophy 
enters into everything that goes to make up the Great 
American tradition. 

And so Jeffersonian democracy has no truck with com
munism, nor with fascism, but stands four-square for that 
Americanism, which is the full development of American 
democracy. 

What else does democracy imply? 
It means that the people who turn the wheels of industry 

and fight the nation's battles shall have the ultimate deter
mination of the nation's policies. 

And what is the denial of democracy? 
It means a padlock on the lips, shackles on the press, 

worship-if at all permitted-by the toleration only of a 
single man; it means racial and religious persecution, misery 
for millions, and slavery for all. 

The amazing onward march of the dictators of the Old 
world, preying on the fears, the insecurity, and the unhap
piness of the masses has been due not to democracy but to 
the failure in the proper functioning of democratic 
institutions. 

The demagogue of reaction has made his appeal for the 
rejection of democracy by pointing to the evils that have 
been permitted to grow up in democratic nations; to men 
denied the right to work; to men and women in need of 
bread; to weaknesses in the mechanisms of the state that 
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make for waste; to the legalized exploitation of the many by 
the few; to swollen fortunes here and bread lines there. 

The demagogue of reaction ascribes these evils not to the 
plutocracy which has taken over the instrumentalities of 
democracy, but to democracy itself. 

If you still stand for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi
ness, you stand for the kind of democracy that Jefferson 
foresaw; and if you would preserve democratic institutions, 
you must stand for the elimination of the social, economic, and 
political evils that have clogged the machinery that was 
designed to make those institutions work. 

That is what President Roosevelt saw and knew ; and from 
his first hour in power he has dedicated himself to the colossal 
task of putting the mechanism of democracy in order. It was 
a colossal task, for the evils had accumulated through many 
years and had fastened themselves deeply in the economic 
system. 

Now, in effecting the eliminations and in making the read
justments, we may have made some miscalculations, but no 
one honestly doubts that there has been an honest effort to put 
our national house in order. 

And this we know-there has not been a single move that 
we have made that was not aimed at the preservation of 
democracy. 

There is not a nation in the world today that does not know 
this to be true. We who are near at hand, in the midst of the 
prejudices, the party passions, and the classing of personal 
ambitions, lack the right perspective. But we can read the 
story of what we have tried to do in the reactions of other 
nations far enough away to view the record objectively and 
without passion. 

And the answer is that in every nation across the sea where 
democracy still lives-if not in governments, in the hearts of 
men-President Roosevelt is hailed by the masses of the 
people as the greatest and most sagacious democratic leader of 
his age. 

And in every country where liberty has been crushed, where 
millions are driven to misery by persecution, President Roose
velt is the most hated statesman in the world. 

That fixes his status in the fight for freedom. 
That anticipates the certain verdict of history. 
Politics usually speaks the language of gross exaggeration 

and often of deliberate misrepresentation. When the enemy 
paints _ a portrait, it is naturally distorted. What has the 
administration and its supporters in mind? What do we 
want? 

We certainly want business to make a reasonable profit on 
its investment, for capital takes the risk. 

We want. labor to secure a wage that is sufficient to bring 
a sense of dignity and security and to have working condi- . 
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tions commensurate with the dignity of toil, for capital with
out labor would be as barren as money on a desert isle. 

We want the farmers to feed capital and labor to re1:1,p 
rewards for their toil sufficient to lift or keep the mortgage 
from the farm and enough besides to leave a balance in the 
bank. 

We want the banks to thrive and to use their hoarded gold 
to meet the needs of constructive industry and safely to 
finance the building of the people's homes. 

We want business to boom-and we want all America in 
on the business. 

We want the aging worker free from the haunting fear 
of a twilight of misery and poverty, and the widowed mother 
to have a chance to rear her child at home, and the crippled 
child to have a chance to support himself in self-respecting 
toil; we want a reasonable provision to tide the worker over 
the occasional periods of unemployment-and these are the 
reasons we have written into the statutes the Social Security 
Act-which is the emancipation proclamation of the masses. 

We want a press that's free, the right of free speech, and 
the freedom to worship God according to the dictates of 
conscience-the most sacred ·right of all, as Jefferson be
lieved when he gave immortality to his name with his statute 
of religious freedom. 

When Jefferson wrote the inscription for his tomb he 
forgot that he had been Ambassador, Secretary of State, and 
President, but not that he had written the Declaration of 
Independence and the statute designed forever to protect 
the people from the terrors of religious persecution. 

These are the big things, in broad terms, that have inspired 
our efforts during the last 6 years, and they are the things 
for which our forebears have fought and wrought for a cen
tury and a half of glorious achievement for the human race. 

Now the opposition has forsaken constructive effort to 
concentrate on tbJ) manufacture of abusive language to apply 
to Roosevelt. Its contributions to political thinking give more 
heat than light. It is acting on the supposition that govern
ment by vilification will appeal to the people with grave prob
lems on their minds. It assembles the victims of all the griev
ances on all subjects and in all lines and seeks to weld 
them into a political army. 

It does not dare tell what policies it will sponsor. It is 
trying to sell the people a pig in a poke. 

Human problems affecting the happiness and the liberties 
of the people cannot be solved by abuse any more than by 
bullets and bayonets. 

Among the leaders of the opposition, Mr. Hoover is the 
most articulate and the most courageous. · He clearly lives 
in a world of illusions, warmed into a glow by self-admir
ation. He evidently has persuaded himself that the Nation 
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looks back with yearning eyes to the gladsome days of his 
administration and eagerly awaits an opportunity to restore 
the conditions as he left them after 4 years of the most tragic 
failure in Amer ican his tory. 

But his illusions are not without some encouragement, since 
he has emerged again as the acknowledged leader and spokes
man for his party, His party 's leaders listen to his gloomy 
tales and forebodings with the reverential silence of children 
in the nursery lis tening to th e bedtime stores of a much-
loved governess. 

And this must be said in justice to Mr. Hoover: He is the 
only leader among the enemies of Roosevelt who has the 
temerity, if not the capacity, to submit some kind of pro
gram. It may be a shop-worn program; maybe it s t elltale 
fingerprints are well known and registered in the homes of 
millions. It may evoke visions of bread lines and soup houses, 
of starving millions, of crowded courts of bankruptcy, of 
crashing banks, of evicted tenants, of h omesteads knocked 
down by auctioneers to the highest bidders, of wharves left 
desolate by a ruined foreign trade; but at least it is a program. 
Many of his par ty may mistrust him, many may even doubt 
h is popular appeal, a few may' guestion the wisdom of h is 
frankness, but none of h is associates can match his presump
tion in urging a return to his r eactionary measures. Let us 
pay this tribute to him : He does not deceive a single soul, h e 
could not if he would, and I prefer to think that he would not 
if he could. 

What do these opponents want? 
Well, they still are agitating against relief for t he unem

ployed. He misunderstands the lesson of history who con
cludes that the man who is jobless may safely be left to starve. 
And he must care little about the preservation of American 
institutions who would practice such inhumanity. 

They draw sweeping, blanket indictments of the Democratic 
administration, but they dare not get down to cases. 

What measures of the administration would they repeal? 
Would they repeal the banking laws under which there are 

scarcely any failures and go back to the old laws of the 
Hoover regime when banks crashed by the thousands, sweep
ing away the savings of the people? 

Would they repeal the reforms of the stock market under 
which the investor knows what he is buying and go back to 
the old system of unregulated speculation? 

Would they wipe out the Tennessee Valley project which 
has given life and opportunity to a vast empire and turn the 
Nation's heritage over to the exploitation of a powerful few? 

Would they repeal the Wagner labor law, which submits the 
disputes of capital and labor to the arbitration of reason and 
justice, and go back to the good old-fashioned plan, "That 
they should take who have the power, and they should keep 
who can"? 
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Would they repeal the Wagner Act for collective bargaining 
and make human labor a mere commodity again? 

We have set up an organization and a; system which has 
saved hundreds of thousands of home owners from eviction 
and hundreds of thousands of farm homesteads from fore
closure-would they tear those down? 

We have written the Social Security Act, the most humane 
and civilized piece of legislation in our history-would they 
wipe it out ? 

These things may be improved as experience may dictate, 
but never in our generation will they be repealed. 

They complain--or some of them do-of the cost of pre
paredness for our protection in a world gone mad. Now we 
want no war with anyone; we shall have no war through any 
fault of ours; but If war is forced upon us, we intend to be 
prepared to fight for the preservation of our institutions and 
our freedom. 

History will r ecord that no administration since that of 
Washington is more conspicuous for construct ive achieve
ment for the good of man. 

More than that-it will record that never has any admin
istration inherited so much ruin and wreckage, so much 
economic disorganization and anarchy, so much human 
misery and despair; and while the evils that have been 
accumulating through half a century of shortsightedness 
and neglect cannot be cured by the waving of a magic wand, 
we have lifted the feet of our people from the swamp in 
which we found them to solid ground again where they can 
work out their own salvation. 

The outstanding lesson to be drawn from the political 
events of t he past few years is the fact that the electorate 
is solidly behind the constructive reforms of the Roosevelt 
administration. The American people are not ungrateful 
and they have never yet listened to the bugle call of retreat 
when victory was at hand in the never-ending struggle for 
human progress. 

After 6½ years of defeat and discouragement the op
ponents of the Chief Executive's program think they see a 
bright beam of light ahead. They are looking forward to 
1940, inspired by the same brand of optimism that gave them 
so much courage during the early months of 1936. 

The expected victory is based on the belief that the most 
of discontented factions will unite behind the candidate who 
is most successful in concealing his views on public ques
tions. The same formula was tried in the last Presidential 
campaign with unhappy results. I dislike to destroy an 
illusion but it might be well to make this point clear: The 
next President of the United States will be a forward-look
ing' individual who belongs to the political party that gave 
the Nation Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. We are ready for the fray; we stand on the 
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record and we welcome the opportunity to test the issue at 
the ballot box. 

With the die-hard economic and political Tories we need not 
concern ourselves. The time has come to ignore their com
plaints and press forward to the realization of the Nation's 
unbounded possibilities of prosperity-prosperity for every 
section and for every class. With the enormous resources 
with which nature has endowed this Nation, with the bank 
vaults choking with idle money, with the energy of the work
ers and the resourcefulness of our industrial leaders, the only 
thing that can hold back general prosperity would be a short
sighted refusal of any element of the people to work in 
harmony and in harness. 

And so the administration is inviting all men of good will 
and patriotic impulse to cooperate in putting into movement 
the wheels of industry. To say that we are hostile to this 
or that essential factor, when all are equally essential in the 
restoration of good times, is directly opposite the truth. 

In view of the perilous conditions throughout the world 
today, the time has come for all Americans to work together 
as Americans and to end the internal feuds that rest on 
nothing more substantial than spites and selfishness and 
prejudices and foolish hates. We have seen too many un
seemly hates, and our great American family has engaged 
too bitterly in family feuds that tend to endanger the com
mon heritage of our fathers. We who have been in power 
by the wlll of the great majority have kept the fa ith. On 
this anniversary of Jefferson's birth his ideals and philosophy 
are more highly valued than ever. Had all nations followed 
the eternal principles of equality and justice advocated by 
Jefferson, we would have today a contented, peaceful, and 
prosperous civilization instead of the marching troops, the 
distress, and the fear that hangs heavily everywhere of . 
another world war. 

Let the American people lay aside all backbiting and bicker
ing and let us present a united democracy as an example to 
the world. Liberty and freedom can never be extinguished 
while the torchlight of Jeffersonian democracy is held aloft by 
the citizens of this Republic. 

Let us cherish the great heritage that has come to us from 
Thomas Jefferson and let us hand down to our children the . 
blessings and benefits of a united national family. Let us 
persevere with a common determination that, no matter what 
befalls in less fortunate lands, we will make the American 
family, as Jefferson has planned, the most united, the most . 
contented, the most tolerant, and the most prosperous in all 
the world. 

That was "the dream of Jefferson. 
That is the ar:nbition of Roosevelt. , . . . 
And· that must be the common vision and the .common as-, 

piration of us all. 
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