
AERIAL VIEW of Fort Worth's new airport, half way to Dallas. 

Amon Carter Field: One of World's Finest 
Experts call planning, design features nearest per

fection for any field in its class; termed civic triumph. 

By WAYNE W. PARRISH 

THE NEW Amon Carter Field, 
Greater Fort Worth International 

Airport, opened for business on April 26. 
Fort Worth can rightfully lay claim 

to having the finest terminal building in 
the world. From all 
standpoints the air
port represents the 
nearest thing to 
perfection in plan
ning, in design, 
and in functional 
layout, of any air
port in its class any
where. Experts who 

Huffman have seen airports 
all over the globe 

used superlatives while inspecting the 
project. . . 

It also represents a tremendous c1v1c 
victory for Fort Worth. For many years 
efforts were made to persuade Dallas and 
Fort Worth to join hands on a project 
midway between the two cities. Dallas 
held back. So led by its first citizen, 
Amon Carter, Fort Worth went ahead 
anyway, · and the results are something 
to make Dallas take a back seat. There 
is no question whatever that the new 
airport, 17 miles from the heart of each 
city, will attract airline business from 
Dallas' Love Field and may become, in 
time, the long desired two-city midway 
airport. . 

It's a $13,000,000 project, of which 
$4,000,000 went into the terminal build
ing. It is the nucleus of an all-inclusive 
city. Already it has its own exclusive 
telephone exchange (properly designated 
AIRPORT, TEXAS). 

• The property, incorporated into 
the city of Fort Worth, comprises 1,780 
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acres. It is capable of being greatly ex
panded without disrupting present con
struction and designs. It will have a 
complete shopping center, a hotel, a 
recreational area for employees, and 
many other features, all within the air
port property. 

• It is zoned for a radius of five 
miles. Present plans call for all ap
proaches to be clear on a 50:1 or a 100:1 
glide angle. There are no utility poles 
of any kind on the property. All power 
and telephone cables are in underground 
conduits. Even the water system is an 
underground pressure system. 

• The main runway (northwest
southeast) is 6,400 feet long and 200 
feet wide, with provisions to extend to 
12,000 feet if required. All necessary 
property for expansion has already been 
purchased. The north-south runway is 
6,400 feet long and 150 feet wide. Both 
runways are nine-inch reinforced con
crete on a 24" prepared sub-base. A 
third runway is 4,100 fee t long. 

• A runup pad at the end of each 
runway permits five four-engine air
planes to run up their power plants 
simultaneously. Regardless of which 
craft is given initial take-off clearance, 
that plane can become airborne without 
being hampered by another plane in 
front. The main runway is equipped 
with high intensity runway lights 
(Westinghouse), with high intensity 
approach lights 3,000 fee t from the run
way and on the center line. 

• Seventeen four-engine aircraft, or 
20 to 21 mixed types, can be loaded and 
unloaded simultaneously along the two 
passenger loading fingers. The loading 
aprons can be expanded to accommodate 
32 four-engined or 36 mixed type air-

craft. The loading apron and all taxi
ways are 11" reinforced concrete. 

• Gas trucks will be absent. The 
finest underground gasoline distribution 
system (non-commingling) moves fuel 
from twelve 25,000-gallon underground 
tanks through 3,000 feet of mains to 
hydrants located at each parking posi
tion on the ramp. There are 68 hydrants, 
and the system can accommodate jet 
fuel or higher octane gasoline when 
conditions demand. Allied Maintenance 
Corp. operates the fueling system as 
well as cleaning, skycaps, and other serv
ices. Air conditioning outlets for cool 
and warm air are at each ramp posi
tion. Ramp equipment is kept to a 
minimum and all utilities are under
ground. 

• Driving time to downtow~ Dallas 
or Fort Worth is '30 minutes by existing 
highways, but the new freeway which 
will come to within two miles of the 
airport will reduce travel time to less 
than that now required from either 
Meacham Field (the former main Fort 
Worth airport) or Love Field. There is 
a garage accommodating 200 cars on 
the lower level. 

• The airport is being operated by 
Fort Worth Air Terminal, Inc., Amon 
Carter, president, a corporation com
posed of 23 bankers and businessmen 
of Fort Worth who subscribed the 
capital stock and set up the corporation 
as a civic venture. The corporation leased 
the airport from the city for a period 
of 36 years. The airport will be operated 
as a business by businessmen for the 
benefit of the traveling public. Maury 
H . Huffman is executive director. 

• The terminal building contains 
242,000 square feet of Boor space (more 
than five acres), with future expansion 
planned for 500,000 square feet. It is 
air conditioned for winter and summer 
and has a two-level operation to segre-
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gate passengers and baggage, air mail, 
air freight and air cargo. It has one of 
the largest traffic control towers in the 
country. 

• In one wing there are 208 linear 
feet of airline ticket counters, only a few 
feet from the vehicle ramp. In another 
wing, equally close to the vehicle ramp, 
is a 100-foot baggage claim counter. 
There is ample parking facility, planned 
eventually for 7,700 cars. 

• Central feature is a lobby 180 
feet long by 60 feet wide, 10,800 square 
feet, with a ceiling 31 feet high, fur
nished with custom built furniture, giv
ing the appearance of a modern hotel 
lobby rather than a railroad station. 
There is no airline function in this big 
lobby. On the east wall is a bas-relief 
featuring the State of Texas, by James 
Buchanan Winn of Wimberly, Texas, 
all covered with an acre of 18 ½ karat 
gold leaf. 

• Concessions, ranging from a west
ern gift shop to a drug store, are all off 
the main lobby. So is the circular dining 
room seating 225 people, carpeted and 
terraced in two levels so that every diner 
will have a full view of the field opera
tions. There is also a coffee shop. Sky 
Chefs has the food concession. The 
dining room is the finest, from all stand
points, of any airport anywhere. 

• A carefully designed public ad
dress system, with a center control room 
viewable by the public, has 499 loud
speakers placed scientifically so that an
nouncements and music can be heard 
anywhere without strain. This is the 
finest and most extensive setup to be 
found anywhere- a new era of public 
address systems. Five specially trained 
girls comprise the speaking staff. 

• There is a large spectator's gallery, 
seven escalators for access from plane 

COMMUNICATIONS CENTER feeds 
announcements into 499 loudspeakers. 
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PASSENGERS BOARDING PLANES enter terminal at right end, where 
ticket offices are located. At left end of building passengers claim baggage. 

gate to passenger concourse, ladies' and 
children's aid room with hostess on duty, 
ample rest rooms and shower baths 
available, a barber shop and a beauty 
parlor, employes' cafeteria, private din
ing rooms, and ample offices for CAA, 
Weather Bureau, airlines, city offices, 
and others. 

• American Airlines has opened an 
Admirals Club, the finest one built to 
date, in which there is a collection of 
western paintings valued at $106,000. 
In the Amon Carter suite, for use by 
VIP's and corporation officials, there is 
a $100,000 collection of Remington and 
Charles Russell paintings, plus ultra
smart and ultra-plush decorations. 

All in all the terminal is breath
taking, and there are many features not 
mentioned above which point to exten
sive and intelligent planning. 

The architects were Joseph R. Pelich 
and Preston M. Geren. The consulting 
engineer was W yatt G. Hedrick, Inc., 
and the interior decorator was Robert 
D. Harrell, Inc., of Los Angeles. The 
sound system consultant was Wayne 
Rudmose of Dallas. Mechanical and 
electrical consultants were Yandell, 
Cowan and Love of Fort Worth. Thos. 
S. Byrne, Inc., built the terminal 
building. 

Eighty-three schedules per day are 
now being operated by American, Bran
iff, Delta, Central, Pioneer, and Trans
Texas. Many of these are continuing to 
stop also at Love Field, about 14 miles 
away. 

Secretary of the Air Force Harold 
E. T albott gave the principal address 
at the dedication April 25. Amon Carter, 
publisher of the Fort Worth Star-Tele
gram, was unable to be present but 

witnessed the ceremonies on TV at his 
home, where he is recovering from a 
stroke suffered recently. Airline presi
dents and representatives of airport and 
other groups were present. 

Although the airport has 6,000 
square feet of air-conditioned space set 
aside for the postal service, the Post 
Office Department advised Fort Worth 
a few days before the opening that it 
intended to remain at Dallas for the 
time being, but Fort Worth hopes to 
lure the postal service to its new port 
shortly. • • • 

NEWS BRIEFS 

CAA has released 103 airport proj
ects of more than 100 "frozen" by the 
Budget Bureau last February. Civil Aero
nautics Administrator Fred B. Lee has 
said that the re-examination would con
tinue until all projects have been re
viewed. A few projects have been dis
approved, but the names of the cities 
involved will not be released until a 
later date. 

• • 
Eastern Air Lines is celebrating its 

25th anniversary this month and doing 
some reminiscing. Sample: first month's 
operating revenues, in May, 1928, were 
$25,710.37, all from the Post Office for 
carrying mail from New York to At
lanta. Deficit for the first year: $6,807.87. 
By now Eastern can afford to reminisce; 
last year's operating revenue: $118.5 
million. 

41 


