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To Canadian Prisoners of War 

Our Christmas gift of two pounds of chocolate and three hundred cigarettes has 

been despatched to you and we trust will arrive safely and in good time. The 

thoughts of your friends and relations and all your countrymen are with you this 

Christmas time. The message we send you is one of hope and faith. Hope that 

the New Year will bring a speedy end to the separation and hardships of war. Faith 

i'.u the future that we will build together. May the coming year bring you back to 

us and restore peace to the peoples of the World. 

• 
A Happy Christmas and A Happier New Year 

President 

The Canadian Prisoners of War Relatives Association 

The above message was sent to every Canadian _P.O . W . in Europe. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 
POCKET KNIVES. - In our July News Sheet, 

we announced that small p9cket knives were al
'lowed to be sent to P.O.W. in Germany and 
Italy. Since when we have received complaints 
that pocket knives have been ,removed from parcels 
by Canadian authorities. On approaching the 
Government on this subject we were advised that 
the pocket knives objected to were so large as to 
invite confiscation by the Germans and that the 
term "small" must be interpreted in the strictest 
~ms·e. We su1g1g1est that three inches might be 
regarded as the maximum length of pocket knives 
included in parcels. 

DRIED FRUITS. - The Deputy Minister has 
informed us that there will be no objection made 
to the inclusion of dried fruits in next of kin 
parce'ls. The maximum weight of dried fruits or 
dehydrated fruits or the two combined must not 
exceed one pound. (See September News Sheet, 
page 2 column I.) 

CONTRIBUTION FOR BLIND P.O.W. -
We have been advised that due to an article on 

· Blind Prisoners of War which appeared in our 
News Sheet of July 194 3, a contribution of £ 100. 
was sent from New York to Lord Normanby's 
Fund for Blind P.O.W. The following letter was 
written by one of, these blind prisoners to St 
Dunstans. September 10th, 194 3. 

"I hope, Sir, that this letter will give you as 
much pleasure at it does myseH to be typing my 
own letters home. It is amusing to think that when 
you first sent the typewriter out, we all thought it 
an impossibility for us to master this machine, but 
like yourself who was (sic) in the ~same predic
ament as us, are gradually discovering how ind
epell'dent we can be. I am sure I will make a • more proficient citizen now than I would have 
done before I 1was wounded. 

"Tlhank you for the St Dunstan's bad.ges you 
si kindly sent to Lord Normanby for distribution 
amongst us, which now makes our little gather
ing a complete annex of St Dunstans. 

"You will probably be interested in the literature 
I have been reading recently : they are, ''Wonder 
Hero" by J. B. Priestly, "The Old Flame" by 

A. P . Herbert and "The House of the Four Winds" 
by John Buchan. 

"Thanking you for your kindness and help." 

FRENCH BOOKS FOR ST ArLAG VIII B 

At the request of th_e C.P.O.W.R.A. the War 
Prisoners Aid, Y.M.C.A, New York, has cabled 
Geneva to send a supply of French books to Stal
ag VIII B. 

P.O.W. IN ITALY - Will relat'ives receiving 
news of their prisoner having been moved from 
Italy please communicate with Headquarters Branch 
of the Association so that we may notify the 
proper authorities of changed addresses. 

SEEDS FOR PRISONERS OF WAR 

Letter received from the Royal Horticultural 
Society, Vincent Square, London. September 24th, 
1943. 

"Very many thanks for your cable advisin,g 
me of the dispatch of the seeds which have now 
all arrived safely and in excel1ent time for autumn 
dispatch. My Committee is most grateful to your 
Association for its splendid cooperation. 

"I may say that the British Seedsmen made 
generous offers, but we know your Association 
would ,like to help and so we harve not accepted 
all the offers from our own Seedsmen. Now, 
with your Association's fine contribution we have 
ample seeds for a'll the camps and a reserve against 
the possibility of the pres·ent and impending Al
lied offensive operations re.suiting in an increase 
in the number of Prisoners in enemy hands. 

"When dispatching the seeds we enclose in each 
box a list of contents and, as in the past, where 
the seeds are pa,rt of your ,gift we sha,ll state 
that fact on the list of contents. 

"I am sure that the Prisoners will be most 
grateifu'l to your Association for all it has done 

I 

for them." 

CHRISTMAS GIFT FROM THE PEOPLE 
OFCANADA 

The Canadian Government has sent 3296 indiv
idual gifts, one to each Canadian Prisoner of War, 
consisting of mess tin, 2-lb. tin of plum pud
ding, tooth brush, -carton of tooth powder and 
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\ 
J 

J 



November 1943 THE CANADIAf\J PRISONERS OF WAR RELATIVES ASSOCIATION 3 

shaving stick. These were packed by the Dom
inion Packaging Company, who gave their ser
vices free of charge. 13 8 packages of RCA Victor 
records (with needks ), each containing 50 rec
ords car~flully selected to appeal to all tastes, 
have also been sent and 4 21 communal packages 
each estimated to provide for 12 men, containing 
the following : 

1 Boiler 2 pie plates 
1 Dropcake pan 1 colander 
1 Pudding dish 1 tea kettle 
1 Can opener 1 set o.f 4 mixing 
1 Ename,l jug 2 qts. bowls 
1 Frying pan 12 enamel mugs 
1 Vegetable dish with 1 se t sal t and pepper 

cover shakers 
2 L adles 3 doz. handkerchiefs 

Eg,g beater 1 doz . dish c,loths 
3 doz . tablespoons 1 doz. sponge cloths 
3 doz. teaspoons 123 pkgs. hot chocolate 
3 doz. forks 108 pkgs. Charm and 

enamel coffee pot Beechnut hard 
enamel tea pot cand~es 

1 2 dinner plates 100 pkgs. chewing gum 

A Christmas card was sent to each Prisoner 
of War in Europe by Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King with the inscription "All Canada joins 
1n Warmest Christmas Greetings and Good 
Wishes to you." Individuals we,re not permit
ted by postal regulations to send Christmas cards 
this year. 

GREETINGS TO REPATRIATED 
CANADIANS 

The following cable was sent to the Hon. Vin
cent Massey, High Commissioner for Canada in 
London . 

" Please express to repatriated Canadians recent-
1 y arrived in the United Kingdom the sincere best 
wishes-from all members of the· Canadian Prison
ers of War Relatives Association who are eagerly 
waiting to welcome them home to Canada. 

(signed) Beatrice Tobin Asselin 

President Canadian Prisoners of War 
Relatives Association." 

REPATRIAT[ON 

The News that approximatdy 70 Canadian 
pr isoners of war are on their way home from 
Ge.rman prison camps has been received with great 
rejoicing in this country. Two classes of prisoners 
of war are eligible for repatriation, the badly 
disabled and "protected personnel" (members of 
the Medical Corps and Chaplains) . Of the first 
classification, the seriousness of the man's dis
ability is the first conside.ration, but it appears 
also that priority is given to those prisoners who 
have been in captivity for the longest period of 
time. 

In deciding which prisoners are to be repatriated, 
an examination is made of the seriously wounded 
cases by a mixed medical commission wmposed of 
neutral doctors and doctors of the detaining power. 
Upon reaching an a,greement the prisoner is listed 
as material ,for repatriation and arrangements are 
made for transportation to a neutra'l port. In the 
present case, the repatriated prisoners were taken 
to Goteberg, Sweden, where they were trans
ferred to the British Ship Empress of Russia. 
From here they proceeded to England and finally 
the Canadians will embark on the last lap 
of their journey home to Canada. On ar
rival in the United Kingdom, the repatriated 
personnel were able to communicate direct with 
their next-of-kin in Canada by cable. Almost all 
these disabled Canadians have been on the lists of 
the Association, and their families who have suf
fered so much anxiety are well known to us, we 
therefore appreciate and share the relief and joy 
with which these returning men will be welcomed 
home . We wish them a safe and speedy trip and a 
quick and happy recovery. 

Almost simultaneously , from the other side of 
the world, the Swedish exchange ship Gripsholm 
is bringing repatriated members of the Al'lied Na
tions to the United States, from Japanese intern
ment camps. This -ship is expected to arrive in 
New York about December 2nd. There are on 
board 200 Canadian nationals, all of whom are 
civilians. It is hoped that letters from P.O.W. in 
the Far East will be included in the cargo of the 
Gripsholm, and that those relatives who did not 
receive letters in the last distribution of mail from 
the Far East will do so this time. 
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NEWS FROM ENGLAND 

MISSION TO WASHING TON 

The Canadian and American Red Cross Societies 
recently invited the Red Cross and St. John War 
Organization to send an authoritative mission to 
a conference to be held in Washington where joint 
plans for improved relief for prisoners of war in 
the Far East were to be discussed. The Red Cross 
accordingly sent a mission consisting of Sir Ernest 
Burdon, Deputy-Chairman of the War Organiza
tion, and Mr. J. M. Eddy, Deputy Chairman oif 
the Prisoners of War Department. 

They went with the good wishes of ·the Queen 
who sent a special message to Sir Ernest Burdon 
and Mr. Eddy, before they left. In this message, 
Her Majesty said : "The Queen is delighted to 
1-lear of this step in the right direction." 

CAMP CORRECTIONS 

GERMANY-Oflag 64. All remaining Brit
ish Prisoners now transferred elesewhere. 

FRANCE - Delete EMBRUN, Hautes Alpes. 
Civilian Internment Camp closed. 

SWITZERLAND - Add OBEREGG, Appen
zell. Internment Camp. 

DULAG 226 - This appears to be a transit 
camp in which prisoners remain only for a very 
short time and do not have prisoner of war number. 

P.O.W. IN ITALY 

Prisoners of War in Italy should be addressed to 
their last-known camp address. If the last camp 
address is not known, they should be addressed a,s 
follows : 

Prisoniers of War Post 

Service des Prisonniers de Guerre 

Service No ..... Rank ........ Initials .......... Name 

British Prisoner of War 

c/ o Agence Centrale des Prisonniers de Guerre, 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Owing to the fact that no guarantee can be 
given that mails will be delivered to P.O.W. in 
Italy, relatives are advised that it would be wiser 
not to send enclosures in letters to Italy for the 
present. 

BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR IN IT ALY 

Extract from Relative's letter dated 9/10/43 

"This is to inform you that I have just heard 

from my son dated September 17th, Stammlager 

VII. A. Germany. Their Camp, No. 19 Bologna, 

was taken over by the German1S on September 9th, 

He and some others tried to get away but were 

recaptured. StammJa.ger VIIA. is a· very big camp 

of all nationalities. It is only a temporary one 

and my son hopes that they will be sent to a proper 

one soon. The rations are alright, he says." 

We have also today heard from two relatives 

of P.O.W. who were in P.G. 47 (MODENA) 

who have heard from their men. One states that the 

Prisoner is in Stalag VII.A the other that .he is in 

"a temporary camp in Germany" and that his 

relatives are not to write until they get the address 

of his permanent Camp. 

BRITISH RED CROSS 

The number o.f parcels packed at the packing 

centres of the Prisoners of War Department and 

delivered to the General Post Office during the 

period 1st to 15th August was 180,025. Of this 

total, 118,982 were food, 4,286 tobacco, 43,155 

medical, and 13,602 next-of-kin parcels. 

The Educational Books Section reports that 

during July it dispatched 7,923 study ·courses. 

Direft requests from prisoners of war for books 

and courses numbered 1,371 in the same period. 

A consignment, weighing some 165 tons and 

valued at approximately £86,000 was recently 

despatched by the Red Cross Stores Department for 

British and United Nations prisoners of war. It 

contained, among other items, musical instruments, 

gramophones and records, sports equipment, artists' 

materials, medical supplies, 112 chests of tea, next

of-kin parcels, assorted sweets for Indian prison

ers and clothing for South African prisoners. 

l 
I 
I 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS NEWS 
STALAG VII A. GER M ANY 

On a,ccount of measures recently taken by the 
German authorities with a view · to segregating 
prisoners of war in separate camps according to 
the prisoners' nation:ality, it i~ reported that consid
erable changes have taken place at Stalag VII A . 
Most of the British prisoners formerly in this 
camp ha~e been transferred, and Stalag VII A is 
becoming more of a transit camp for American 
pri:soners. The latest information received showed 
t'h ere were about 500 Americans in this camp, and 
that about 3,000 had already passed through after 
being completely fitted out with dothinig. 

OFLAG 64 GERMANY 

According to a recenit cable from Geneva, the 
designation of Oflag X X I B, Germany, h as been 
changed to Oflag 64. 

A report to the British Red Cross from Win,g 
Commander H. M. Day, the Senior British Of
ficer at Oflag XXI B, stated tU1at the number in 
this camp had bl}en increased by the arrival of 
three batches of new prisoners of war from Dulag 
Luft. Almost half of them were United States 
Army Air Force Officers. These American of
ficers are receiving exactly the same supplies in 
food, clothing, and medical w~forts as British 
prisoners, with the sitandard Britis!h or Canadian 
food parcel being temporarily issued to them every 
week when there are not sufficient American Red 
Cross parcels available to go around. ARC par
cels, of course, follow from Geneva stocks as 
promptly as transportation conditions permiit. 

The report further stated that many of these 
American officers, owing to their own clothes 
being damaged, and pending arrival of American 
supplies from Geneva, ha:d been fitted out by the 
camp leakr at Oflag XXI B (now: Oflag 64) witlh 
British Air Force uniforms. They are settling 
down well, it continues, and "are learning fast the 
art of 'Kriegie" (Kriegsgefangener-prisoner of 
war) cooking. Amongst them are one or two 'tin 
bashers' who are turning ouit some very useful 
cooking ustensils out of Red Cross tins." 

Transfers of Americans to Oflag 64 have re
cently taken place from other German camps besides 
Dulag Luft. 

STALAG LUFT III. GERMANY 
One hundred and sixty American aviators cap

tured in Europe are to be transferred from Stalag 
III B ito Stafag Luft III. 

TRANSFER OF AMERICANS IN 
BRITISH FORJOEiS 

Certain ' groups of Americans in the British 
forces have been transferred to the American Army, 
b'Ut not any prisoners of w:ar who had been cap
tured while serving in the British Forces . An of
ficer of the War Department staites that one reason 
for this is the difficulty that would be occasioned 
in taking the oath and also in undergoing medical 
examinations by accredited officers . 

RELIEF T O FAR EAST VIA RUSSIA 
With the help of the U.S .S.R., ar-rangements 

have been made for the first shipment horn a West 
Coast part of relief supplies for American and 
Allied prisoners of war and ciivilian internees in 
the Far East. This first shipment of relief supplies 
through the Pacific, it was announced on September 
15, would be moving soon and would be followed 
by others, according to present plans. 

On its ships from West Coasts ports to Vla
divostok, the U.S.S.R. has allocated 1.500 tons 
of shipping space each month through the Ame
rican Red Cross. These relief supplies, it is now 
planned, will be reshipped from Vladivostok for 
distribution in all Far Eastern points where Ame
rican' and Allied civilians and military personnel 
are held in prison camps. 

Large quantities of supplies ha,ve been rushed 
from American Red Cross .packaging centres in 

. St. Louis and Chicago to the West Coas,t for the 
first 'loading. 

GRIPSHOLM'S CARGO 
Cabled descriptions of the Gripsholm's valuable 

cargo have been sent to Dr. Paravicini in Tokyo 
so that the International Red Cross Commiittee may 
make plans for delivery of the supplies to the 
camps before the shipment actual'ly reaches Japan. 
In fact, everything possible has been done at this 
end to ·simplify the work in the Far East, and it 
is hoped that reasonably prompt transfer of the 
goods to •the prisoners of war and civilian internees 
throughout that area will be effected. If no great 
delays are experienced, our men in the camps 
should receive the food and clothing by Christm'as. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS REFUGEE 
COMMITTEE 

The Ohanne'l Islands Refugee Committee was 
formed in England in 1940 for the purpose of 
giving such aid and comfort as possible to the 
dist,ressed people of the Islands. In the Commit
tee's report for 1942 it is stated that the work has 
fallen into six main divisions : 

l. Clothing necessitous refugees. 
2. Dealing with the infinitely varied troubles 

of the refugees, w1hich range from income 
tax questions to matrimonial problems. 

3. Relieving distress. 
4. Keeping records of names and addresses 

of all the refugees in the United Kingdom 
and of those persons definitely known to 
have remained in the Islands. 

5. Attending ,to wants of Channel Island Pris
oners of War. 

6. Helping all Channel Islanders serving in 
H. M. Armed Fom~s and their dependants. 

In the autumn of 1942 the deportation by the 
Germans from the Ohannel Islands of some 2,000 
men, women and children added a new and urgent 
task. 

Through the good offices of the International 
Red Cross the victims of the deportation orders 
who were interned in camps in Wurtemburg and 
Upper Bavaria are allowed to rec.eive parcels on the 
same ter,ms as prisoners of war. 

So soon as it became clear that many of the 
relatives of those deported were refugees who could 
not afford to undertake the responsibility of sencl
ing clothing parcels, the -Committee was registered 
as Acting Next-o_f-Kin and at once appealed to 
the Canadian Red Cross, the British War Relief 
Society, U.S.A. and other such organizations for 
extra grants of clothing. The response to this ap
peal was prodigious and large gifts of clothing 
came in a steady stream. The address of the Com
mittee is 20 Upper Grosvenor Street, London, W. 1. 

In sending us tihe Report of the Channel Islands 
Refugees Committee, Mr. M. E. Weatherall, Hon. 
Director, says "You no doubt harve had enquiries 
from relatives of Channel Islands in Canada, so 
this information may serve to reassure them that 
we are doing everything we can." 

LIFE IN THE ISLANDS 

The followiag is believed to be an accurate ac
count of the conditions of life of the Islanders in 
the autumn of 1942 compiled from many sources. 

GOVERNMENT. - The Islands were gov
erned by the Germans. While tbe States continued 
to sit in both Jersey and Guernsey, a German of
ficiai! was present at their meetings. They had 
to obey any or,der that he might give and they 
could do nothing which did not meet wit1h German 
approval. The local police continued at work and 
in addition there was the German Feldgendar
merie. These dealt principally with the German 
garrison and foreign workers· in the Islands, 
though they were also on the lookout for infringe
ments of the local orders such as the curfew, riding 
three abreast on bicycles, etc. The prisol)s were 
always .full because of the numbers of people 
undergoing punishment for minor offences. A 
peculiar procedure was adopted in dealing with 
conrvicted persons. After conviction they remained 
at liberty untirl . they receiived a postcard telling 
tihem to report to serve their sentences. 

FOOD. - The general health was good. Week
ly rations were : 

6 Lbs. bread for heavy workers; 4½ lbs. for 
women, 4 oz. butter, 2 oz. sugar, 5 lbs potatoes, 
3 oz. German coffee, 2 oz. cocoa. 

An intermittent supply of irregular quantities 
of meat - sometimes they went two or three 
weeks without meat. 

2 oz. fat. 

Children had ½ pint milk at school and ½ 
pint at home every day. 

Adults ha.cl ½ pint skimmed milk each day. 

The cafes and restaurants were open. As a rule 

they only served vegetable dishes, but very oc

casionally they were able to serve meat dishes. Fish 

was occasionnaHy brought in by French fishing 

boats and some was obtained locally. Prices seem 

to have been controlled. 

FUEL. - All forms of fuel were strictly 

rationed. 

1 
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SOCIAL LIFE. - The social life of the Islands 
continued in spite o,f many restl'.\ictions. Cinemas 
were open, amateur theatricals appear to have 
flourished more than they ever did before the oc
cupation and all forms of games were being played. 
Boxing tournaments were held. The bus services 
were greatly restricted and bicycles wera. popular 
as a means of gett,ing about. Cinemas and theatres 
were not restricted as to the consumption of elec
tricity for , their lighting. 

Medical services continued and the . International 
Red Cross has been able to make arrangements for 
medical supplies to be sent to the Islands on several 
occasions. Many German wounded and convales
cents had been brought to the Islands to recuper
ate. 

The Islanders advertised their possession of art
ides ranging from gold coins to tobacco, rabbits 
and ladies' woollen vests, and were trying to 
arrange barters. They evidently had no fear of 
allowing the Germans to know what they owned. 

The local papers were still being puhlished. 
From what has been seen of them their contents 
may be summarized as : 

a) War news, showing the Germans and their 
allies winning an uninterrupted series of crushing 
victories ; 

b) Domest,ic news, of ,conditions in the German 
Reich, where everything is flourishing and happy ; 

c) Afarming news of trhe condition of the Brit
ish Empire, where everything is unhappy, and slid
ing to disast,er and collapse .; 

d) Articles of German culture, architecture, the 
development of German cities, ra,ilways, commun
ications, and so forth ; and 

e) The prospective advantages of the New Ord
er in Europe being under German hegemony. 

WORK. - There were no unemployed. Any
one not working was put to work. The main oc
cupations of the Islanders were t:ihe production of 
food and work on German fortifications. A 
serious -effort was being made to produce as much 
food as possible. 

CATTLE. - Not only had no catt'le been taken 
away from the Islands but some had been imported 

apparently for food purposes. No cattle breeding 
was allowed without a special permit, and there 
does not appear to be any danger that the qualities 
of the island br•eed have yet been impaired by mixed 
breeding. Calves were destroyed shortly a.fter birth 
in order to increase trhe supply of milk. 

MONEY. - The Germans fixed a ratio be
ween the £ st·erling and the Reichsmark. Silver 
coinage had disappeared largely owing to the 
desire of the garrison to possess souvenirs. The 
Germans have printed 3d, 6d, and 2s. 6d. notes. 
The States continued to pay pens,ions. Soldiers, 
sailors and airmen's. wives got their family allow
ances and the middle classes whose incomes were 
derived from English investments were allowed to 
overdraw for at least a proportion of their pre
occupation income. The States have financed them
selves by overdrawing on the Banks. 

INTER - ISLAND COMMUNICATION. -
There were steam-boat communicat,ions between 
the Islands but spe·cial · permits bad to be got by 
the persons wishing to use them. 

CLOTHING. - There was a great shortage 
of clothing. When the deportations took place in 
mid-September, people with reserves of clothing 
were invited to pla,ce them at the disposal of 
those who were to be deported, whilst clothing 
displayed in the shops for barter were requisition
ed. Special efforts were made to repair the foot
wear of those deported. 

CHURCHES. - Although some of the minis
ters have been deported, church work was con
tinued and regular services were held. 

SHOPS. - Some shops were open but they had 
very little to sdl. There was a vigorous black 
market in both Islands, various kinds of .food being 
the commodity most dealt in. Public-houses were 
open for restricted hours selling French cider. For 
the Germans only ther•e was also French brandy, 
wine and rum. 

PROPER TY. - With regard to the house 
property which evacuees left in the islands, it is 
known that curators were appointed by the States 
to look after it but we have no details of the 
scheme. 
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HONG KONG FELLOWSHIP 
The second news letter of the Hong Kong Fel

lowship has been received at C.P.O.W.R.A. Head
quarters. Due to the limited number of copies 
received, we have not been able to circulate them 
to any great extent among members of our As
sociation, they have, however, been sent to each 
Provincial Branch Headquarters and have been 
read at meetings where they were received with 
great interest. 

In the June 1943 issue of the News Sheet, we 
announced t:ihe formation of the Hong Kong Fel
lowship in London, with Lt. Genera1l A. E. Gra
sett, C.B., D.S.O., as President. 

,In his m~ssage pulblished in the Hong Kong 
Fellowship News Letter, General Gras~.tt says : 

"The Hong Kong Fellowship was formed to 
bring together those whose relations and friends 
are prisoners in Japanese hands. Information con
cerning t:he Hong Kong prisoners is collected from 
every ava~lable source. News of a gene.ral nature 
is circulated in this letter, and all information con
cerning individual prisoners is sent to relations and 
friends. The policy is to pass on even scraps of 
information, the reliability of which cannot be 
guaranteed. 

"Thanks to the efforts of the Hon. Secretary 
and the Hon. Treasurer, who were the originators 
of the Fellowship and who do most of the work 
in connection with it, much has been accomplished. 
Close touch has been established with the Qovern
ment Departments and the Red Cross, who are 
giving every assistance to the Fellowship. More 
information has been received of late and it is 
hoped that more details will be made known in 
the future. 

"It is hoped t:ihat Members of the Fellowship 
wiN send to the Hon. Secretary any information 
that reaches them concerning conditions at Hong 
Kong. It is also hoped that Members will not 
hesitate to make sugg,estions as to how the Fellow
ship can be of greater use and comfort to them. 

"There are indications tihat there is in general 
a measure of improvement in the treatment and 
comfort of the Hong Kong prisoners. From the 

accounts of those who have been released to the 
United States, there is no doubt that the prisoners 
of all ages and sexes are facing their difficulties 
with marked courage and cheerfutlness." 

Correspondence for the Hong Kong Fellowship 
should be sent to Heathway, Oxshott, Surrey, En
gland. 

Membership, which is free, is restricted to near 
relatives of British subjects who were in Hong 
Kong on Christmas Day, 1941, but all others 
wishing to join are welcomed as Fellows with 
a subscription of 2 s. per annum. 

~BPORTiS PROM THE FAR EAST 

Reprinted from the Hong Kong Fellowship 
News Sheet 

MIL1ITARY CAMiPS, HONG KONG._· Apart 
from the International Red Cross Delegate's report, 
we have no recent first-hand information of the 
Prisoner-of-War camps. The distribution of par
cels was resumed in October, after being sus
pended during the summer. Whenever parcels were 
permitted, the Chinese were there with them; they 
proved wonderful friends. A letter from a neutral 
states : "The men from the Military camps couild 
often be seen in trucks, accompanied by a couple 
of soldiers with bags of rice. They looked healthy 
and waved to us. They go out to bring in rice for 
the camp." 

EARLY DAYS IN SHAMSHUIPO.-"There 
were seven in my mess, in a small room, and we 
had two packs of cards. We played bridge morning 
and afternoon. We went to bed early, but an 
evening diversion was copying the hymns that 
would be sung the follJowing Sunday. We did this 
by salvaged candles, one man dictating while the 
other wrote. The bands enlivened thihgs by play
ing frequently. We visited one another's sections, 
discussing the war, our homes and everything in 
general. Through these visits I became very friendly 
with a number of Canadian officers: From their 
own modest stories ,and by what I was told by 
members of other regiments it was apparent that 
the Canadians had fought with gallantry and 
tenacity ... An officer of the Royal ArtiiJlery was 
told by a German : 'You had no chance, for we 

I 

f 

I 
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had 75,000 men against you.' That in a nutshell 
is the s.to-ry of the game defence put up by the 
Canadians and o ther units . . The best and 
greatest quantity of equipment would not have 
checked the inevitable end. 

"Towards the end of January the Naval and 
Canadian prisoners were moved to North Point, 
the remainder of the prisoners remaining at Sham
shuipo Camp. Canadian officers, including Colonel 
Sutcliff, of the Grenadiers, and Colonel Home, of 
the Roy"al Rifles, were already in charge and had 
made a very favourable contact with the Japanese 
commandant. To our surprise we found ourselves 
bein.g fed on biscuits, cocoa, rice and stew. Baking 
ovens were set up and every morning a small de
tachment of men left for the city to bring back 
supplies from the military depots. Here, as at 
the other camp, the entire group was paraded daily 
for .a roH call; our officers were supposed to report 
any man missing . . . With rthe better food the 
men renewed their energies and on the second day 
some of them having apparently been allowed out
side to get their equipment, the Canadians were 
playing soft ball, the men of the old country 

" soccer. 

SWEDISH Y.M.C.A. REPORTS 

We are indebted to the Scottis1h Branch, B.R.C. 
S. for the following information: 

STALAG IXC 

April 8th, 1943. 

This hospita11 camp was visited by a Swedish 
Y.M.C.A. representative, who reports that he dis
tributed many articles, including artists' materials, 
a hypodermic syringe, writing materials, mouth 
organs, playing ca!ds, etc The British prisoners 
have religious services once a month. 

As there is no common room in the hospital, 
many entertainments have to be presented in the 
varioU's wards. Material to build a hut in the court
yard has been available for a couple of months and 
the Y.M.C.A. represent~tive talked to the chief 
doctor or this point and reports that he fully 
understood th·e value of such an arrangement. 

There are sufficient books for the British pris

oners. The Y.M.C.A. gramophone has been funct

ioning for about a year and is now worn out, but 

another one will be supp'Iied. 

In the doctors ' quarters there 1s a fine collec

tion of medicait literature. 

OFLAG IX A / H 

April 9th, 194 3. 

1:he same Y .IM.C.A. representative visited the 

Upper Camp and dealt with nine personal con

tacts, as well as talking to the leaders of various 

types of leisure activity. 

Requests were made for va·rious things, 1ndud

ing electric lamps, theatrical and handicrafts mater

ials, etc. The Lower Camp was also visited and 

conditions dis-cussed with the Senior British Of

ficer. Six personal greetings were transmitted. 

Stu_dy courses have been started in the following 

subjects : seven or eight languages, enginee,ring, 

musical theory and practice, agriculture, architec

ture, chemistry and law. There are · about ten 

students in each course. 

STALAG IX A/ H 
I 

April 10-11, 1943. 

At this Camp the blind prisoners belonging to 

Sit. Dunstans were responsible for an evening en

terta-inment at which a fine programme was of

fered to the amazed admiration of the visiting Y. 
M.C.A. repm,entative. 

The following a,fternoon, an exhibition was 

held of articles made by the prisoners. These in

cluded embroidery, articles woven with string, 

wood carving, pen drawings, water colours, and 

even such thi°ngs as well-made artificial limbs, cast 

figures and rings made of melted lead, fine tarts 

made with materials from Red Cross parcels and 

a warship made with a metal building set. The 

Mind men's choir opened the exhibition. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. Question : How long does it take for a 
parcel sent from Canada to arrive at a 
P.O.W. Camp in Germany ? 

Answer : The length of time parcels are in 
transit varies, difficulties of transportation 
in certain areas, censorship delays and many 
other conditions and circumstances are con
tributing factors. The a•verage time for a 
Canadian parcel to be delivered is about 
four months, it takes about six months to 
receive acknowlegment. 

2. Question : Do the regulations regarding civ
ilian internees parcetls differ from those o'f 
members of the armed forces ? 

Answer : The only difference in regulations 
regarding civilian internee's parcels is that 
civilian clothing may be sent in next of kin 
parcels, otherwise the same regulations and 
restrict,ions exist. 

3. Question : May I send a two pound box 
of .fancy chocolate in my next of kin par
cel ? 

Answer : No. Hard chocolate is specified and 
no candy such as fudge or filled chocolate is 
allowed. Chocolate bars may be obtained 
from any Provincial Branch Headquarters 
o:f the Association for this purpose. 

4. Question : May photographs be included in 
letters to P.O.W. ? 

Answer : Yes. Snapshots of a purely per
sona'•! nature may be included in letters to 
prisoners both in Europe and in the Far 
East. From the hundreds of levters received 
from prisoners it is clear that snapshots are 
greatly appreciated and very much in de
mand, relatives and friends are urged to 
send them as often as possible. No enclosures 
are allowed in airmail forms, but must be 
sent by free P.O.W. post - or regular 
30-cent air mail letter. The name and full 
address of the prisoner to whom the snap
shot is going should be clearly printed on 
the back in case it becomes detached from the 
letter. 

5. Question : When food weight is specified, 
does it include the weight of containers ? 

An•swer : No. Permitted foods are counted 
by their net weight and the container is not 
included. It must be remembered, however, 
vhat containers and packing contribute to 
the overall gross weight of the completed 
parcel. 

6. Question : In writing to a P.O.W. in Ger
many, should the regimental number be 
shown? 

Answer : Not if the P.O.W. number is 
known, but until this number has been 
received the regimental number should be 
used. 

7. Question : What is the best form to send 
sugar in ? 

Answer : Lump sugar is ~he most satisfac
tory type to send. 

8. Question : Are notebooks, pencils and writ
ing paper allowed to be sent through firms 
holding permits ? / 

Answer : Stationery is not allowed in personal 
parcels but may be sent through permit hold
ing firms. Pencils and notebooks are con
stantly being requested by prisoners. 

9. Question : In writing to the Far East should 
the letter be addressed c/o Japanese Red 
Cross, Tokio ? 

Answer : Letters to P.O. W. in the Far East 
should only be sent c/o Japanese Red Cross 
when camp adress is not known. 

Capt. Hainault, ce.nt•iie at H&p,i-tal de Ia Pitde, Paris. 
Kindly lent by Mrs. Hainault. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The books reuiewed were kindly lent by Bur
tons Ltd. , of Montreal. 

"THE INCORRUPTIBLE", ·by Marjorie Coryn. 
D. Appleton:Century Co. - $3.00 

The character of Robespierre, "t:he incorrupt
ible", provides wonderful material for ·a semi
biographical study of the Frenah Revolution. 

It is particularly interesting at the present time 
to read of the havoc-creating brutality and senseless 
waste of life that marked the French revolution at 
the end of the 18t:h' Century. 

The fanaticis·m of Robespierre- and his abuse of 
power has its echo in another century. The circle 
of history, the destruction of countries t·hat rise 
and fall and rise again is a subject well_ worth 
studying, ful'l of implications and parallels. It 
provides food for thought and speculation, this 
story of the Incorruptible, and brings our own 
century into better 'Perspective with past and future, 
in the realization that the world ha-s. been involved 
in bitter struggle since the beginning of history 
and tfoit phoenix-like, it rises from the ashes of 
destruction. 

The subject matter of "The .Incorruptible" is ' 
more weighty than the manner in which it is 
pr0sented. It is light literature, of the week-end 
reading variety, but is both entertaining and inter
e-sting. 

"NEW WORLDS TO CONQUER", by Ri
chard Halliburton - Garden City Publishing 

Co. - $1.39. 

Readers of travel 'books need no introduction 
to Richard HaJ.lib~rton whose stories have already 
caught the public's imagination and admiration. 
In "New Worlds to Conquer", Halliburton fol
lows the routes of early Spanish discoverers to 
Mexico, Central and South America, from t'he 
Caribbean Sea through <the Panama Canal to the 
Pacific. Written with the rusua,l high spirits and 
verve that is typical of this author, whose accom
plishments in conquering new worlds are almost 
incredulous, this book will do much towards reliev
mg the montony of prison life. 

· The following book reuiewed is NOT suitable 

for sending to P.O. W. Camps but is included on 

this page as being of interest to our readers. 

"THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE AIR". 
by Flying Officer X (H. E. Bates); Alfred Knopf 
- $2.50. ' 

There was published recently, in England, a 
small volume of short stories called "The Greatest 
People in the World". The paper on which the 
books is printed is of very inferior quality, due to 
_the contingencies of wartime publishing. The 
binding is poor and the paper wrappe~ has on 
its rev-erse side the name of another publication. 
The published price is 2 shillings. Contained in 
"The Greatest People in the WoldJ' are a few sket
ches about the R.A.F. Written very simply, but 
with a depth of sincerity and feeling that is un
mistakable, Flying Officer X has in these few pages 
caught the spirit of the intrepid youths who have 
earned the admiration and gratitude of the civilized 
world. Their valour and contempt of danger, 
their 'bitter hatred of war and all it stands for, 
the tragic urgency of romance that must think only 
of the present, all this and much more that cannot 
be defined or translated into words is caught in 
this .slight volume, whose outer covering sym'bolizes 
the conditions under which it was created. 

The Alfred Knopf Co., New York, has produced 
another, not quite so small volume, entitled "There 
is Something in the Air" by Flying Officer X. It 
is a neatly compiled book with a pleasing format. 
The pages are made of good paper, the binding is 
strong and the price is $2.50. In this collection 
of short stories are those of "The Greatest People 
in the World", with several more added by the 
same author. It is undoubtedly a better- produced 
book and the extra stories are a welcome addition. 
Perhaps it is sentimentalism, perhaps the instinctive 
reaction of a col,lector of books, we plead guilty on 
both counts, but the English edition of H. E. 
Bates' moving stories of the Royal Air Force 
is, in our opinion, the more desirable of the two 
books. Since few of the English copies are avail
a·ble in this country, we recommend "There's Some
thing in the Air" as being one of the finest tributes 
yet paid to "The Greatest People in the World." 
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PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS 

BRITISH COLUMBIA Mrs. R. Thistle 

MANITOBA 

ONTARIO 

QUEBEC , 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

NOVA SCOTIA 

SASKATCHEWAN 

ALBERTA 

1013 Government St. 
Victoria, B. C. 

Miss Irene Brown 
Secretary 
1000 Paris Buildi;ig 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Mrs. Gordon W eir 
Bank of N. Scotia Bdlg. 
79 Queen St. East 
Toronto, Ont. 

Mrs. H. E. Plant 
718 Sun Life Bldg. 
Montreat Que. 

Mrs. Maurice Fisher 
Sackville 
New Brunswick. 

Mrs. A. C. Holmes 
Caribou Hut 
St. John's, Nfld. 

Mrs. W. A. Black 
30 Ivanhoe Street 
Halifax, N.S. 

Mrs. J. Shooter 
103 6 Rae Street 
Regina, Sask. 

Mrs. H. Thom 
10222, lrBth St. 
Edmonton. 

MR. G. T. GLOVER 

It is with deep regret that we record the death 
of Mr. G. T. Glover, Manitoba Presidenrt: of the 
Canadian Prisoners of War Relatirves Association. 

The sympavhetic understanding which Mr. Glo
ver gave to his work in connection with tihe 
welfare of Prisoners of War and their relatives 
was very greatly appreciated by members of the 
Association. His death creates a loss that will be 
deeply .felt by all hi,s friends and associates. 

The Canadian Prisoners of War Re'latives As- · 
sociation offers sincere sympathy to Mrs. Glover 
and all the members of her family. 

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 

BRITISH GOLOUMBIA ,PROVINCIAL 
BRANCH 

An executive board for the Province of Brit
ish Columbia has been formed, with the following 
members elected : 

Mrs. R. Th~stle - Provincial Representative ; 
Mrs. R .' G. H . Murray, Mrs. C. Wood, Mr. S. 
Wright, Mr. H . Linton Eccles, Mr. CaIIoway, Mr. 
E. Henderson. 

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL HEADQUART 
ERS. - The Ontario Branch, Toronto, has sent 
sports equipment to the following P.O.W. camps 
in Germany : Marlag und Milag, Stalag VIIIB, 
Stalag Luft I, Stalag Luft III, Stalag Luft VI, 
Stalag IX A/H, Stalag IXC. Oflag IVC and Oflag 
V:IIB. These sports parce.ls and 4 gramophones 
wei:e sent during the months of May, August, Sept
ember and October. Members are knitting wool
en garments and small comforts to give to relatives 
needing them for their parcels. 

OTT AW A BRAN(;H. - Forty mouth or
gans have been obtained and arrangements are 
now being made to ship them to Prisoner of 
War Camps. The Annual Meeting of the Otta
wa Branch was he'ld on October 12th, Mrs. 
Power, President, made a brief report to the meet
ing and noted the growth of vhe Branch since 
it was organized last year. Many interesting guest 
speakers had addressed meetings during the year 
which was very much appreciated by the members 
and enabled them to keep informed as to numer
ous government regulations regarding Prisoners of 
War. 

VICTOR,IA, B.C. - Mrs. R. Thistle has been 
elected British Columia representative of the As
sociation following Mrs. Mavor' s resignation as 

. such. The Victoria Branch is increasing in activ
ities and memberships. New relatives are being 
contacted every week. A meeting was arranged with 
loca'l Red Cross Officials who are in complete ac
cord w,ith the work of tihe Association. 

NEW WESTMINST:f;R, B.C. - Regular 
monthly meetings of the New Westminster Branch 
were held in July, Aagust and September. A Tag 
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Day was arranged m September to raise money 

for the Branch. 

$200.00 of the money collected was forwarded 

to National Headquarters for tihe Christmas Parcel 

Fund. 

QUEBEC PROVINCIAL BRANCH 

On October 28th, the Quebec Provincial Branch 

in Montreal, held a party for relatives of prisoners 

of war. About two hundred people were present. 

Mrs. Asselin, who was introduced by Mrs. Plant, 

Provincial Chairman, spoke on the subject of the 

work at Natio.nal Headquarters, and commented 

on the splendid support given by the Quebec 

Branch. Mrs Asselin said that when the Christmas 

chocolate was to be shipped to our prisoners, in 

spite of careful planning, a. great many difficulties 

arose at the last minute. Six thousand pounds of 

chocolate arrived at Headquarters office which had 

to be unpacked from the original cartons and 

repacked in eleven pound boxes. One word of ap

peal to the Quebec Branch and the secretary Mrs 

Riepert, appeared with an energetic group of work

ers who worked aII day and half the night until 

the last box was packed, sealed and labeIIed. 

After the President's address, raffles ware drawn 

and then a movie shown. The afternoon finished 

with refreshments and door prizes and relatives 

had the. opportunity of meeting and talking which 

was very much appreciated and enjoyed by aII who 

were present. 

LETTERS RECEIVED 
Letters from prisoners of war published in the 

News Sheet are of great interest to our readers. 
We appeal to prisoners relatives to share news of 
general interest that they receive from prison camps, 
by allowing us to print their letters or excerpts 
from letters. Ph'otographs are also very much 
appreciated. The e,ditor will handle carefully all 
material received and return letters and photographs 
when requested. 

FAR EAST 

CAMP H HONG KONG 

At fast I am able to write you and it has made 
me very happy. Hope you are well, as I am in 
the best of health and well tanned. We have many 
entertainments to pass the time, soft ball, volley 
ball, concerts, quizzes an"d limericks. As I am one 
of the entertainers, I earn a few cigarettes with my 
sing,ing going from company to company. Last 
week I was unable to go as I bad a sore throat, -
but I w9n a 'limerick contest, got second prize, 
and smoked for a few days. Give my love to all. 
Tell them I am thinking of them always. 

JAVA 

Our camp is well equipped and the accomoda

tions are comfortable. Our daily life is very p'leas

ant. I am constantly thinking of you. It will be 

wonderful when we meet again. I hope you are 

in good health and keeping in good spirits. 

IT ALY 

P.G. 59 - P.M. 3300 

June 23rd, 1943. 

Received parcel from ... today, it consisted of 

a softball, pencils, sport shirt and other games. 

It was very good of him to send it. We are getting 

Red Cross parcels regul~rly now and have a good 
supply on hand. 

We also have a Badmington equipment and I 

play quite a bit. A chap from Vancouver and 

myself team up as partners, and so far we are 
undefeated. 

Well the Italians are giving us good treatment 
and treating us like good soldiers. 

July 6th, 1943. 

Received my sixth next of kin from you, it was 

grand except no toothpaste. Always send that art

icle. I also received cigarettes ... and two pipes ... 

I am still in good health. Hope the war soon ends 

and the world gets cheered up. 
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Stalag Luft III 

Bill Hoddinott, John Acheson, John Colwell, Jim Lago, Jim Jamieson. 
Kindly lent by Mrs. J. Town. 

Group taken at Stalag 383 in Jul:y 1943. Brian Hodgekinson, Winnipeg, left back 
r•ow. Ike Hewitt, centre middle row. Capt. Foote, Port Hope, extreme left, front 
row. W02. K. N. Laing, 3rd from l,eft, front row. Kindly lent by Mrs. K. N. Laing. 

Stalag Vl 

Kindly lent by Mrs. S. 

Mrs. C. L. Wraith, 1242 East, 13th Ave., \ 
recognizing a pris.oner in this pictu 

to communicat, 

Group taken a~ S 

Back row, second from left, F /L Jack Mc 
F/L V. Saunders, N·ew Westminster, B.C.; F 
B.C.; Sixth from left, F /0 Penn McLeo 
F/0 Doug. Wraith, Vancouver, B. C. F 

Roberts, Vernon, B.C.; Fifth from left, 
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:II B. 

J. Bailey, Montreal. 

'ancouver, B.C., would like any relative 
re whose name does not appear 
~ with her. 

talag Luft III 

,ul, Pt. Alberni, B.C.; fourth from l,eft, 
if.th from left, F / L L . Chambers, Vernon, 
:I, Vancouver, B:C.; seventh from left, 
rant Row, fourth from l,eft, F /L Art. 

F / 0. Art. Watson, Vancouver, B.C. 

Grou,p taken at St,alag VIII B. Pte. J. D . Smith of V,erdun, P. Q ., centre third row 
from the front. Kindly lent by Mrs. G. K. Smith. 

Group taken at Stalag VIII B. Kindly lent by Mrs. S. J. Bailey, Montreal. 
Sidney Bailey, 3rd from right, 2nd row. 
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GERMANY 

OFLAG VIIB 

August 31st, 194 3 Received October 12th. 

My June dothes parcel received a few days ago, 
very good time, more than a month before I was 
expecting it. Thanks again for a very excellent 
parcel. The choice, as always, was very good. The 
pyjamas are fine and fit perfectly. The raisins went 
into a cake, the prunes for breakfast, tihe curry 
powder fixed up a stew and the maple sugar 
we had with some porridge. The chocolate went 
pretty quickly by itself. Next time you send a par
cel I wonder if you ,could include some Aunt-Jemi
ma ready mix pancake flour. That will be De
cem~er I guess. I cant think of anything I need 
except a towel and usual shaving things. The boot 
soles you sent will see me out the War I hope. 
There's a parcel for me in the Camp from Mor
gan's which I will be collecting from the Censors 
tomorrow. I imagine it is one of your other par
cels, gym shoes or sleeping bag. This letter has to 
go in tonight hut I'll let you know next time. 
Had cigarettes in the last few days. Everything's 
still fine with me, they say the first year's the 
worst well, I can take another one if necessary. We 
had some nice hot weather a few weeks ago, which 
is as I like it. Otherwise no change around here, 
in fact things a little better and am in good health 
and very cheerful. Hope you have a good fall. My 
regards and thanks to all. Sorry this must seem 
dull, but there is not much I can say except thank 
you for all the grand parcels. Hope you are in 
the best of health. Very best wishes to everybody. 

Ed. Note. - Flour not allowed. See list of ., 
permitted foods. 

STALAG III A 

June 29th, 1943. 

I only received your letter' December 3 lst-42 on 
February 24th-4 3 and none aft.er that. I was 
transferred to France for nearly three months. 
Though we were not getting any Red Cross par
cels or comforts in France, still we were quite sat
isfied with the climate of that country. Unluckily 
we have come to Germany. I am sure you must ,_ 
have written me some letters, but due to our shuffl-

ing from one place to another I could not get these 
letters. At present we are in stalags where we can
not get e,very facility as we were getting in Oflag 
camps. Still we are cheerful as it seems t:ihe war is 
near the end now. 

STALAG VIII B 

No Date. 

Feeling swell. Just received my second parcel, 
and the chocolate wizard. Toffee swell, coffee 
delicious, tea very helpful, the sugar a godsend, 
and of course the rest of the parcel mitts, running 
shoes, shorts woolens 0.K. We are having our 
photos taken and I will send one home if I can. 
My mail is very slow, all t:ihe crew are fine. 
Weather is unsettled at present. I read a lot, we 
have a make shift libra,ry, play games, eat and 
sleep. Potatoes are staple diet having some boiled, 
fried, cold, sandwiches, cakes and pudding and 
mashed. We make our own stoves and they are 
very good. I hope things are going well with you 
all give my regards to everyone. Oh yes our garden 
is doing fine, plenty of tomatoes, spuds carrots and 
parsnips. I have a lead in the H.M.S. Pinafore 
coming off in August it should be good. There 
is another shipment of mail in so I may get some, 
I hope. The Red Cross are sure good to us both 
regards food, sports, music and everything else. I 
am enjoying my pipe having had a gift of tobac
co. We get a can every 11 weeks from the Red 
Cross and some cigarettes every week. Well folks, 
chins up and keep your fingers crossed, so for now 
toodlepip. 

May 9th, 1943 Received Oct. 8th, 194 3 

It is a glorious day. A good rainfall yesterday 
cleared the air and left eve,ry-thing delightfully 
fresh. Yesterday I received a .Jetter of March 17th. 
That is quite good. The leather pumps are'just the 
thing for summer. I am looking forward to receiv
ing the shorts in my next parcel. You are all cer- ~ 

tainly looking after me well. Will certainly welcome 
food parcels with open arms. Red Cross Food Par-
cel is adequate but could eat more. In August parcel 
would sruggest Klim, Spam, onion powde,r, Pork 
and Beans, sugar, cocoa and plenty of chocolate. 
Would advise tooth powder and brush in every 
parcel. I received a shaving brush in my parcel 
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from Canada House. By special request all Cana
dian P.O.W's would appreciate all cor·respond
ents to refrain from advising to " keep smiling" 
"ohins Up" etc. Easter week I attended numerous 
soccer matches and a play produced and acted by 
P OW's - very good considering resources at 
their disposal. So you see we do not sit and 
brood. The whole thing is adapting oneself to 
present conditions. Spring is here. Still waiting 
for snaps. 

(Ed. Note . - Food in italics not allowed) . 

May 22nd, 1943 . 

I received your letter and was very happy to 
hear from you. I am fine and hoping everyone 
home is the same. Well, I will soon be spending 
another birthday away from home, but I hope 
the next one will be at home. Please tell H. to 
write to me or I won't let him buy the first glass 
of beer when I get back. Well, I will close now. 
Chins up. Cheerio and please write soon. 

July 2nd, 194 3 Received September 30th. 

Third clothing parcel on June 29th in good 
condition. It certainly contained tihe most accept
able items. Food is best sent in tins or glass jars 
if possible. Also a book parcel yesterday. The 
selection was very good so I presume she picked 
the volumes herseH. I believe booksellers unload 
the.ir poor sellers on prisoners of war. This camp 
has been swamped with detective and cowboy stor
ies. I t was a pleasure to receive some by noted 
authors such as Maugham and Walpole. This has 
been a red letter week. We actually had a cinema 
showing sports and historic places in Germany. 
Thi:s country certainly has some beauty spots and 
I would like to visit them after the war. SoftbaU 
is in full swing here and the weather is now ideal 
for it. The gardens in the lager are doing well, so 
we occasionnally get a few g,reens, lettuce and 
radish - nice little luxuries here. 

By this time next year the. war will probably 
be finished and I will be in more favourable sur
roundings, as it is, conditions here have improved 
considerably. 

July 4th, 1943. 
Here's a bit of news for you. Have received your 

second Personal Parcel this week, along with 7,300 

cigarettes. So far I have received 11,400 cigarettes. 
We help the boys along that dont receive any so 
keep them coming. Would appreciate a good book 
parcel but I dent think it worth while sending 
now. Celebrate 10 months next week as a member 
of the chain gang and love it. Your last letter 
receiv,ed about two months ago but expect some 
this coming week. 

July 4th, 1943. 

The second clothing parcel arrived this week. 
I was very pleased with eve.rytihing especially the 
slippers, shorts and shirts. The grub was very 

· welcome. In future you needn't bother sending any 
t•ea, coffee or cocoa, as we get plenty in our Red 
Cross parcels. But •sugar, chocolate, candy, soup 
powders and fruit are most useful. Unfortunately 
the celluloid glass was broken. I was sorry you 
sent no blacking as I am .fresh out. I am pretty 
well off for clothes now. Very glad to hear you've 
sent running shoes and musical instruments, 
thanks a million. We had a meeting of all B. C. 
Boys in the camp this morning, about thirty at
tended and the Okanagan Valley was well re
presented. We are forming a dub for after the 
war. Last week I played in a bridge tournament. 
About twenty-four pairs entered and my partner 
and I are in the finals. If we win we get thirty 
cigarettes each. I could write for hours but must 
stop now. 

July 18th, 1943. 

This week I received 3 lette·rs from you dated 
February 25th, March 13th, and March 21st. The 
snaps in them are swell. It sure is nice getting 
snaps. Everyone crowds round to. see them. I have 
3 5 altogether. Also received the .running shoes, 
ukelele and flute and the parcel from the Com
f9rt ' s Club on the same day. I was very pleased to 
get the shoes and now I am learning to play the 
uke. The group photos which we had taken last 
week will be definitely ready to send in my next 
letter. I was outside the cam'.P for the first time 
the other day collecting wood for our fires. It 
certainly was a treat to have a change of scenery 
for a few hours. Altogether now I have had 123 
letters and 31 parcels. You certainly do look after 
me and you have the sense not to send things like 
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ice skates, tenni's racquets, golf clubs and swim 
suits which some boys have had and which are no 
earthly use here. This is no holiday resort. Please 
thank ... for cigarettes received and which makes 
a grand total of 6,725 cigarettes received. God be 
with you and hurry up the end of the Krieg. 

August 3rd, 1943. 

I am well and in good shape. Received two par
cels two weeks ago. Have no mail from you for 
three weeks. Opening night for our show is next 
Saturday. Received clothing parcel of Novem1ber 
8th, and one food parcel from Buffalo. Hope mail 
will pour in again. All of you enjoy yourselves. 
Thanks for everyt'hing in my behalf. My love 
to Montreal and our good friends. 

August 8th, 1943. Received October 5th, 1943. 

Just received your letters of April 25th, and 
May 9th, ... never. uses the letter forms, so her 
mail takes longer. The fashion in women's hats 
is as grotesque as usual, judging from the last 
snaps received. On August Bank holiday, we had 
a track meet here. Competition was very keen. 
There are some fine athletes among the Sikhs here. 
I expect to receive my fourth clothing parcel any 
time now. All my parcels come through very well. 
In next parcel would like some Keating Flea 
powder. Also would like enamel mug and bowl, 
also fork and spoon, shoe polish and brushes. I 
received books from the Office, so will do a 
bit of brushing up. If mail is few and far between 
dont worry. I am well and by this time next year 
life will just be a memory of an interesting ex
perience. 

August 8th; 1943. 

Here I am again after a lapse of two weeks as 
we didnt receive any cards last week. Hope you 
are receiving my letters O.K. ? Had a letter this 
week dated April 26th, everything fine here. Have 
a hunch that will be a lot closer to home .this 
Christmas, if not home, so keep the kettle boiling 
as it wont be long now. We had a "War Diary" 
donated to us through the Y.M.CA. and it 
contains an Album so I have my pictures in it. I'm 
weaving the cover in wool as I have lots of time. 

August 22nd, 1943. 

Well it was a year Friday. Not doing too bad, 
eh what ? I have nothing much to say as usual. 
How are you all ? In the pink I hope. As you have 
probably seen a few of the boys have their pictures 
taken and 'Send them home. I haven't quite made 
up my mind as to whether I was fortunate or not 
in not getting mine taken. In any case we hope 
to be home almost as soon as they would get 
there so it makes no difference. I've had no mail 
from you for a couple of weeks now. Something 
must be done about it. I must close for now. Be 
seeing you. 

August 25th, 1943. 

Here I am again but still sorry to report no let
ters from you for quite some time. Hope mine are 
getting through to you alright. Had a I, 000 Weed 
and book parcel this week and am doing right well 
with them. Our unpleasant little resort is some
what crowded these days due to the influx of 
prrsoners from the land of garlic and ice-cream 
vendors. However, its a break in the monotony and 
gives us a chance to play the part of big hearted 
Canadians with our Cigarettes and extra rations, if 
any. The weather here is very hot, August and 
September being the hottest months of the year 
in this part of the country. I am keeping well, as 
a matter of fact all I have to ·show after a year 
of captivity is a little superfluous starchy fat. How 
is everyone at home keeping ? I hope you are all 
well and happy and may the old homestead resound 
with the joy of our reunion in the very near future. 

STALAG IX A/H 

July 12th, 1943. Received September 8th, 1943. 

Your letters have been arriving regularly with 
every mail lately, and its always a cheerful moment 
receiving them and more heartening reading them. 
In the last couple of weeks we have had swimming 
arrangements and it is a pleasure to take a dive in 
the pond and keep on swimming till you have 
your fill. I dont think there ever was such a feel
ing of freedom. Our time does keep flying by as 
fast as ever and it doesnt' give us much of a chance 
to get down in the dumps, but the great day will 
be coming mighty soon we all feel sure. Every 
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week brings us our entertainment concerts and 
we have about four gramophones which bring 
us additional musical periods. It is a most wonder
ful work you and your fellow workers are doing 
in the Red Cross and all of us here will be 
truly indebted to you and your society for the 
rest of our lives, and then some. It wont be long 
till I'll be seeing you at the Union Station. 

STALAG XX B 

July 4th, 1943. 

Many thanks for the letter which I received 
yesterday dated 8th May. I really thought you had 
forgotten me, at it's such a long time since I've had 
any mail from you, I used to receive your mail 
pretty regularly. There has been a slight delay in 
the mail lately, but they are coming through alright 
now. I went nearly three weeks without word from 
home, but they have all come at once, yesterday I 
received seven letters along with your one. I do 
hope you are receiving my mail as I write regularly 
every week. Yesterday I also received a parcel o'f 
cigarettes from Canadian Ptisoners of War Rel
atives Association. I have just finished writing a 
card of thanks which I'll send along with your 
letter, but would you please thank them also, just 
in case they don't receive my card. I'm very pleased 
to see that everybody is keeping well. When this 
war is finished I'm certainly coming to see all my 
friends in Canada. 

ST;ALAG LUFT I 

Dated June 20th, 1943. Received, ,Sept. 19th. 

Received yours of March 19th, and 28th, and 
was glad to hear from you. No parcel arrived, hut 
lots of time, have our own garden lettuce, radishes, 
etc. 

July 22nd, 1943. Received October 20th, 1943. 

Hope this finds you and everybody at home 
well. I am 0.K. and enjoying a few sports this 
fine weather. Have received four letters from 
England. Hope to hear from you soon. My pal 
that was shot down with me has received one from 
his father. Have -been down three months now, so 
no doubt I will be getting mail soon. I was duty 

cook yesterday so take it easy today. I am getting 
to be quite a bridge fiend, how about some decks 
of cards as they are scarce around here. I am get
ting to be quite good at the game. I am enjoying 
a bit of softball, basketball and the odd game of 
football with the English boys. Some of the Amer
icans put on a show the other night that was very 
good. Cheerio for now write often and keep well. 
Seeing you soon I hope. 

(Parcel of playing Cards is being sent by the C. 
P.O.W.R.A. to the Senior Officer of this camp 
for distribution.) 

June 26th, 1943. Received Sept. 27th, 1943 

So far this month have only received your two 
letters, so should catch up next month. No parcel 
here yet but have not given up hope, as some of 
the Canucks here recently received February par
cels. Have read about halfway through the library 
here. Hope you can get some good books· on 
mechanics you can send as I may as well do a 
little studying. Have taken to shorts now, and am 
certainly getting a good case of sun tan. Look after 
yourself. 

June 27th, 1943. 

This, has been a quiet month which I have spent 
mostly in sun bathing (the weather has been per
fect) reading and playing. We have rugger, soccer, 
baseball and basketball leagues here, which ensure 
plenty of exercice. I am glad to say that I am 

Group taken at Stalag Luft I. 

Kindly lent by Mr. K. S. Miller, Saint John, N.B. 
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physically and mentally as fit as ever I was, al
though the lasrt isn't saying much. I do a bit of 
studying at odd things, as I told you last fall not 
as much as I should possibly, but it keeps me from 
going "stir-crazy" as does also the bit of a job I 
have to do. Fuel distribution. The luckiest people 
in a "Kriegie" camp are the ones with jobs. This 
month marks a great anniversary in my life for I 
have now been confined to ca,mp for a year. I've 
come through it alright too ; not only come 
through it but managed to enjoy it pretty well. 
The experiences have been varied and interesting, 
and not at all monotonous as you might think. I 
have accomplished practically nothing constructive 
in my first year, but neither apparently has the 
great world I left behind me, dash them, so I'm 
still holding my own, and I've kept .fairly busy 
and happy which brings me out on the right side 
of the ledger for rthe fiocal year ending June 1st, 
1943. 

-July 27th, 194 3. Received October 15th, 194 3. 

This is the last letter this month, but will be 
with you again early next month. There is some 
mail in the camp today and who knows I may he 
lucky enough to get a few when it is distributed 
tomorrow. Let's hope I am lucky. The weather 
here has been grand, and while it has not been 
conducive to thought, it is great weather to lie 
around in briefs. The news here continues to be 
good and the feeling of high optimism continues to 

Group taken at Stalag Luft I 

Kindly lent by Mrs. S. Vineberg, Sherbrooke, P. Q. 
whose son M. Vineberg is centre, front row. 

pervade the camp. The Red Cross parcels continue 
to come in weekly and the food situation is 0 .K. 
Please thank every one of my friends for their 
very welcome letters and cigarettes and explain 
that I am only allowed to write a limited number 
of cards and letters. Hope that everyone at home 
are well and that y'ou are not worrying about me. 
No one here from Sherbrooke in my side of the 
Camp but I undersitand there are a couple of boys 
at other camps. If this reaches you in time for 
my next parcel please enclose a pair of good strong 
black shoes or oxfords. 7 or 7 ½ . I need a pair very 
badly. The Americans in the Camp put on a short 
version of Hellsapoppin and the other boys are 
going to put on "The Man who came to Dinner" 
so occasionally we are amused. An honest laugh 
is appreciated here. Will close now until next 
month. 

August 11th, 1943. Received October 16th, 194). 

Your brief epistles have been showering in like 
showers of rain and just as welcome. Also a short 
essay from ye mater. Give her my fondest love and 
mercis. I've yet to improve my music department 
with the threatened Toscanini, but have started a 
small tobacco company with the cigarettes. I'm 
thanking you, but you'd better put a cease to this 
shipping monopoly. Cunard at his best couldn't 
handle it. Your dear mother mentions something 
about me studying in my spare time. What spare 
time, I ask her, or perhaps you'd better ask her. 
It's all I can do to get my twenty hours' sleep a 
day, what with my domestic troubles and parades. 
I will take her up on that dinner though, when 
I get home. It will be a pleasure to eat other than 
my own cooking for a change, which, between 
you and I is horrific. Prison life negatives inspir
ation, and so I must close. 

STALAG LUFT III 

May 9th, 1943. 

My last letters have been merely a list of wants 
and -as this is the last form I have until next month 
I though I had better send it home also. We are 
getting established as prisoners of war, and al
though it is not a very desirable existence, it is not 
at all hard to bear, considering the fact - thing~ 
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might have been so much worse and we always hope 
for the best. We are :busy most of the day as we are 
allowed to take part in sports of all kinds. We 
have a good assortment of books, both education
al and otherwise. Lectures are given from time to 
time. A fair reference library is in the camp. A 
theatre is being built by the boys and on top of 
that we attend parades and have our turn at cook
ing and deaning up our own room. We are hoping 
not to poison each other before we all learn. A lot 
of novel recipes have been introduced and plenty 
of arguments arise. The Red Cross supplies us each 
with a food· parcel every week so we fare quite 
well. 

August 8th 1943. Received Oct. 14th. 

Thanks a lot for the three letters I have received 
so far this month, dated June 28th, May 17th and 
July 16th. The last one is really quick service. Eve
rything is O.K. here with pl'enty of optimism, sun
bathing and not much work. Looking forward to 
bags of snaps taken on your holidays. We're hav
ing a great time here at our holiday camp, playing 
lots of volley ball and baseball and quoits. Our 
new theatre is opening at the end of this month 
with a variety show and we are really looking for
ward to it. We received a gramaphone the other 
day so we've been havin:g plenty of music in the 
room. Time still seems to pass pretty quickly. 

Been reading a book on character analysis and it 
says in the preface that by the time you finish 
anyones character will be an open book to you. 
Maybe I'll make my fortune playing poker. You 
seem to be going pretty strong for cycling these 
days. By the way, do you ever get any flat tires 
on these rides ? Telly ou why, if we're expected to 
do the housekeeping when we return, you girls 
will have to do all the odd jobs such as fixing 
flat tires for us. That long letter you wrote was 
swell, wish we could write like that from here, 
never realized what a privelege it was not having_ 
to condense every sentense. Guess that is all I can 
squeeze in here. 

August 10th 1943. Received Oct. 14th. 

Yesterday was a big day with 3 letters and 3 
parcels, a clothing, a sport and a ~k parcel. The 
books were French and mathematics from the Ca
nadian Legion so I'll be able to do lots of work 
now. Everything is going O.K.- here. This is a 
great place for finding someone to argue with and 
we have lots of lectures and discussions to start the 
ball rolling. We also get lots of open air gram
aphone recitals and plenty of sports, so we do 
pretty well. Figure I would like to smoke a pipe, 
so if you think 1it wont stunt my growth, I would 
appreciate one in my next parcel and a couple of 
tobacco parcels, please. We've had a couple of 

Group taken at Stalag Luft III 

Kindly lent by Mrs. J. Town, Vancouver 
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banana puddings which were really ,good and 
we're looking forward to a ban'ana cream pie. That 
G. W. coffee is swell and the spice sure adds lots 
of flavour to a cake. Everything swell here,-just 
like a picnic. 

August 11th, 1943. 

I hope you are well and have some of my let
ters and cards. Heavy •rains here but I am dry and 
well. Had some Canadian salmon and butter for 
dinner. Am making good use of the library and 
sports to keep fit for the winter. 

Au:gust 24th. 

I have been very remiss lately in my correspond
ence, due mainly to the weather, the temperature 
to-day, I 05 in the shade, so you see we are in the 
midst oif quite a formidable heat wave. Mail lately 
has 1been very poor, however, we are as happy 
and optimistic as possible, things are looking up. 
At present the main camp attraction takes the form 
of a soccer league. I received a parcel (very good) 
from Buffalo, signed Parcels for P.O.W.'s please 
thank whoever was responsilble. Books and cigaret
tes from you have been arriving in great quantity. 
I received a sports parcel (bat, balls, socks, lylo 
repair kit and sweater) the lylo is now in perfect 
working order, til now I had to blow it up twice 
or thrice a night. Your July 10th letter came to
day. I have not yet received the agricultural books 
I asked you for, there are a few here but deal main
ly with countries of a different climate to ours. 

September 4th, 194 3. Received October 14th. 

Well, I have received the parcel you sent (ed. 

note. parcel sent June 14th). It arrived on July 

29th and was very welcome. I could not have 

wished for a better one. 

We had a concert on Frid,ay night, which was 

very good . The girls pa,rt played by boys in the 

camp, and some of them are really ,good at imitat

ing women. The costumes are supplied by the 

Germans, evening dresses for the girls tuxedoes and 

all the regalia. The theatre itself was built rby camp 

members and is quite like a regular one. To-night 

we had a concert of classical music and there are 

more plays and shows cominrg, so entertainment 

is plentiful. It sure helps to pass the time. Well, 

thats all for now, see you soon. 

Stalag Luft III. Kindly 
lent by Mrs. J. D. Murray 

whose son is at left. 

STALAG LUFT VI 

June 24th, 194 3. Received Sept. 18th, 1943. 

All is still O.K. Hope its same with you. Arrived 

at new camp here Luft 6 a week ago. Every bit as 

good as the other one. Address parcel& directly to 

Luft 6 and mail to Luft 6 via Luft 3. Hope you've 

sent my skates off also some snaps of yourself. I 

havent lost any weight up till now and have a tan 

darker than I ever had before. So as you see things 

are pretty good. Am looking forward to getting 

your mail pretty soon. Keep your chin up. 

(The camp the writer was in previously was 

Stalag Luft HI). 

June 27th, 1943. 

Well, here I am in my new camp. I hope this 

letter finds you safe and well. I received a person

al parcel, but, as no number on it, don't know 
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which one it was. It contained shirt, towel, socks , 

hankies and food. Some of the articles on the list 

were not there, but most of it was. There is 

nothing, however, you or the Red Cross can do 

about that , but if you look at it right, it's a good 

sign. It is inclined to be cold in this part of the 

world, but the air is good. This week I received 

two sports parcels from you. The bed roll, sweat 

shi rts , shoes, are an excellent idea. The food is the 

kind I want, as can be easily kept. Thanks a mil

lion . Keep your chin up and I'll be seeing you 

soon. Don' t know why we we,re put in this part 

of world - but suits me fine. 

June 27th, 1943. 

My first letter from the new camp. Sent a card 

earlier in the week. One more correction. Letters 

only, go to Luft 3 ; all else, here to Luft 6. Had 

that from a censor, so should be final. Like it 

quite well here. Will probably be cold in the 

winter, and the fine sand is terrible now. Gets 

in food, beds, ears, eyes, in fact all-pervading. 

Have not been able to get my January parcel yet, 

but it is here. Expect mail will be more sporadic 

as we are somewhat isolated. 

The wild flowers on the !!rip were beautiful, 

many strange ones. Saw yellow . blue-flag and 

mile1, of blue and white lupines, mostly blue along 

the rail side. 

Get a little time on the piano now, but more 

later, I think. Billets long brick buildings divided 

into nine sections with fifty men per section. Not 

so crowded as before. Seem a nice crowd. Washing 

facilities a bit better. Is a new camp, so no sports, 

theatre, etc. yet, b~t coming soon. Is as good or 

better than Luft 3, so am content again. , 

June 28th, 1943. 

About my new address, send · all parcels to 

Stalag Luft 6. The letters should be addressed to 

my previous camp Luft 3 forwarded to here. Just 

received a dozen letters from Canada, a couple 

from the mater, dated April and May 6th. Let

ters from friends rriostly May ones. Gla,d to hear 

that you are checking the money matter, also that 

you have got the books away, ExJ)Cct you would 

like a note on our new quarters. We are housed 

in one story brick barracks, in moms of (cen

sored) . The camp is rather large so that we have 

plenty of room for walking and a fair size sports 

field. Providing we ·get plenty of fuel and Red 

Cross food the quarters should not be too bad. 

Have a feeling that the winter may be a bit 

severe, so dont be slow in getting a sleeping bag 

through. I always appreciate news about the local 

ones. May I say in passing that maple sugar and 

gum are arriving in parcels from Canada. 

June 28th, 1943. 

Just getting settled down in our new camp 

which is in a somewhat cooler location. Probably 

wont appreciate it this winter. Just had a couple 

letters from Ma, saying that sugar season was 

good. Drop me a few photos of the orchard in 

your n~xt letter. 

No Date. 

I have moved to a camp m East Prussia near 

the Baltic. It is a new camp, but when we get 

settled I think we can make it comfortable. As 

the wil!ter is likely to be cold, could you send me 

boots and skates, also a heavy sweater ? Would 

also like you to send a good English dictionary. 

I had the use of one at Stalag Luft III, but can't 

use it now. There have been no parcels through 

yet, but should start soon, I hope. 

July 4th, 1943. 

Well, here I am wntmg you my first card in 

my new camp. I like · this one better than the 

last. As yet we have not a theatre or a library, 

but arrangements are under way and before long 

we hope to have all our old facilities once more. 

As yet I have not received my February parcel, or 
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any book parcels, but I am sure they will be along 

soon. All 's well. 

July 27th, 1943. 

Haven't heard from you for some time, how 

goes the farming. That was mighty nice sugar that 

I got in my January parcel. Suppose I will have 

a chance at the do next spring. We had the big 

Jockey club meet on the camp today put on by 

the fellows. Side shows by the Canadians, N. Z ., 

Scotch, etc. Very entertaining, and a change. 

July 27th, 1943. 

Not bad, I see that practically all my numerous 

and frequent questions have been answered. The 

January parcel has come and the May one should 

be here soon. Reckon that with the maple sugar 

you have sent me in these two parcels should be 

enough, make it white in the future, with a little 

hard candy. Make up a slab of chocolate the 

desired weight. Q. generally gets his chocolate in 

slab form it does not dry out when thick and 

well cellophaned. The sheets are going to come 

· in handy this winter and am looking forward to 

· the blanket. Had a "Gardening Encyclopaedia" ar

rive the other day, thanks to the donator, it is 

a mighty nice one. Also have received a few fag 

parcels, one from the ·Granby Overseas S.C. etc. 

Mighty wet up in this part of the world, hope 

we ca,n get out of here before the winter gets too 

cold. Will need a lot of cod-liver-oil pills this 

winter I'm thinking. By the way, G's medical 

parcel turned up the other way. Forgot to men

tion that the sugar was very good. Send all let

ters to Luft 3. Parcels to Luft 6. 

July 29th, 1943. 

I was very much interested to hear your ac

counts of ... and your doings with her. I hope 

you tell her those stories about Mulligatawny and 

the rest which used to fascinate us so well. Glad 

you're sending photographs of her and that ... 

is having a portrait taken. The more the better. 

I haven't come across the Pilgrim lad you men

tion. There are no officers here and contact at 

Luf.t 3 was infrequent. By the way, we understand 

from new arrivals that aH R.C.A.F. N.C.O. Pilots 

are commissioned now. I must be among the most 

senior C anadian N .C.O. pilots living now ; a 

distinction of a sort. In future address all letters 

to Stalag Luft 3, all parcels · to Stalag Luft 6. 

Wrote. . . I received January and April personal 

parcels. They were fine ; the bananas in par

ticular were delicious. Prunes and tea were super

fluous ; the rest was just what I want. I need 

brilliantine ; please sent at least 3 tins in next ; 

likewise toothpowder, shoepolish, a long fine

toothed comb, nail scissors and file, white under

wear shorts, running-boots. Have you sent the 

skates ? 

August 15th, 194 3. 

We arrived at this new camp just a few days 

ago, and it is far better than the last one, there 

are only ten of us in a room and we, have sheets 

on our beds. We are in a compound with Naval 

Officers and things run very smoothly. I am hav- . 

mg some teeth !filled this week. I have wanted to 

get thetn filled for some time, the dentist is very 

good I have heard. I have had several games of 

soft ball since arriving, there are a number of 

different games to play, also a very good library. 

We have a ,general mess here, all our food is 

cooked for us. I was getting rather tired of cook

ink anyway, and its far better having regular hours 

for eating. You needn't worry about me any more, 

as you see I am perfectly alright. 

I hope you are keeping well, I often think of 

you and appreciate all the lovely clothing parcels 

you have sent me. 
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MARLAG UND MILAG 

No Date. 

The garden is progressing very well, and I am 

finding the work very interesting, hoping for 

good results , when we are able to enjoy the fruits 

of our labours. 

March 1st, 1943. Received April 27th. 

Being a chum of John's, he lias spoken very 

often of you and the kindness and help you have 

been to him which he does appreciate, he has 

gnciously handed over to me your address. So 

I hope you will understand that now in writing 

these lines to you I am taking advantage of your 
I 

offer of generous assistance. So being a bad one 

to put together a letter, I will come to the point. 

and ask if it is in your power for you to send 

me some books on the subject "Marine Engineer

ing". John and I are in a tight spot, as the boob 

that he has at present are borrowed. He has a 

book parcel coming to him ve•ry soon, he says. 

But as for myself, I have not been lucky yet, so 

could you help me please. John is a great chap, 

very popular and very generous, and speaks high! y 

of your friendship and what you have done. I am 

a single man, 34 years old, so as I have very 

few admirers, I hope you will send me a reply. 

August 12th, 1943. 

I am at a new camp now, it is much better than 

the last one. Will you pay particular attention to 

the address in front of this card. We are both very 

well. Parcels and letters are coming through very 

well at the other Camp. Hope you are well at 

home. Love to everyone. 

August .15th, 1943. 

Dont know if you got my last card yet, but 

anyway we - 14 orf us W /O's - ,moved to a 

Marlag or Navy Officers camp, quite a nice place 

though much sma1ler than the last. (Stalag VIIIB) 

about 200 here so we have communal feeding, all 

food is pooled and we eat in a mess. The food 

seems to io farther this way too, as we get four 

meals a day out of it, much 'better meals too. It is 

quite a bit quieter here with no cooking to do, but 

it is much easier to keep dean, and there is hot 

water for washing and ~ forth and cold showers. 

There isnt quite so much doing in the way of 

sport as before but still enough to do, a soft ball 

game nearly eve,ry evening and football, cricket 

and so forth, and they have a small pool for skat

ing on in the winter, though I may not get a 

chance to use it unless it freezes pretty soon 1 Fi_ve 

of the 14 are Canadians. There doesnt seem to 

be much in the way of a school here, but they 

have wood working shop so I will probably put 

in a ·bit of time there. Be sure to address letters 

exactly as on the other side. 

Aug'USt 15th, 1943. 

I have received quite a few letters from you and 

Mum, also snaps. I am at a Naval Officer's Camp 

now. It is much better than the other place. Some 

of my other friends are still with me. I have re

ceived three clothing parcels, medical parcel, book 

parcel and a number of cigarettes and tobacco par

cels from you. I have received a number of cigar

ette parcel from the P.O.W. Relatives Associa
tion and the Brake Shoe: I haven't been short of 

cigarettes or clothing this year and the amount I 

have now I dont think I will be for months to 

come. I hope, as you say, that I will be home for 

my next birthday. This life is alright but it gets 

bpring after a while, after the first couple of days. 

I hope everyone is well at home. I send my best 

to everyone and hope to see you all soon. 

August 25th, 1943 . 

I hope everything is well at home now, received 

the 'books from the Y.M.C.A., New York. We 

have plenty of soft-:ball equipment here at last. 

I received my April parcel. It was swell. The ba

nanas were good, my Aussie pal and I finished 
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them off . Plenty of milk with them and also a 

small sort of cake we made. Could yoi: put pan

cake flour in instead of the hard candy, it is a 

mess when it arrives here. The pea-nuts are good, 

keep them in, also the coffee, tea, and cocoa, it was 

the best parcel yet, could you send any of my 

tennis outfit, we have made a miniatme tennis 

court. Our next big show is Rose Marie. Please 

send plenty •of snaps they are as good as a letter. 

EDUCATIONAL COURSES 

T 
ln the near future , Canadian Legion study co urses 

will be distributed to prisoners of war in Europe 1 
through the International Red Cross Committee, 
Relief Section . Canadian Legion Educational Serv
ices, Geneva , Switzerland. 

Until this depot is opened, relatives and next of 
kin ma y continue to forward requests for courses 
and for text books to the Secretary, Canadian 
Legion Educational Services, 2 7 Goulburn Avenue. 
Ottawa. 

Bulletins concerning these courses will be avail
able on request. 

DIRECTORY 
The firms listed below have been issued a postal censorship permit to forward 
~erchandise to British prisoners of war in enemy and enemy-occupied territory. 
Subscribers are urged wherever possible to buy from those companies listed here; 

they are helping to defray the cost of this bulletin. 

SHEET MUSIC 

Canadian Music Sales Corp. Ltd., 83 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto 

Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., 193-197 Yonge St., Toronto. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS and ACCESSORIES . 

· Canadian Music Sales Corp. Ltd., 83 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto 

BOOKS 
Albert Britnell Book Shop, 765 Yonge Street, Toronto. 

Telephone tv1Arquette 9381 
Burton's Limited, Booksellers & Stationers 

Dominion Square Building 
1004 St. Catherine St W 

Montreal 

Wm. Collins Sons & Co. Canada Ltd., 70 Bond St., 
Toronto 

16 assorted Penguin, Pelican and White 
Circle Pocket nave's mailed direct to 

Prisoners of War for $4.CO. 

Telephones: 3-8401 P. 0 Box 235 
3-7580 

CONNOLLY'S LTD. 
Books, Stationery, Playing Cards and Games. 

487 BARRINGTON ST., HALIFAX, N. S 

Write for it today ! 
A LIST OF MACMil~LAN 
BOOKS SELECTED FOR 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

Compiled to comply with cen~ 
sorship regulations, this list 
includes books on every sub
ject from which to choose 
volumes for prisoners of war 

parcels. 

• 
Macmillan's is licensed to send 

prisoners of war parcels. 

• 
Order yoor books from your bookseller 

or 

The Maemillan Company 
of Canada Limited 

70 Bond Street, Toronto, 2 

Books, Games, Puzzles, Playing Cards (except to Italy), Note 
Books, Scratch pads, Fountain Pens, Mechanical Pencils, 
Artist's Supplies sent under license to prlsonen of wa·r, 

post free. Personal shopping service. In business at 

112 EIGHTH AVE. WEST, since 1905. 

F. E. OSBORNE Calgary, Alberta 
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CIGAR ETTES AND TOBACCO 

Best ... 
next to a letter From home . .. 

SMOKES FOR 
PRISONERS of WAR 
Just like a breath of Canadian air, Sweet Caps 
will cheer our boys in Axis prison camps with 
thoughts of home - of Canada - of you! 

FOR PRISONERS OF WAR OHL Y 

76c Sends 300 Sweet Caps 
or Winchester Cigarettes, or116. of Old Virginia pipe 
tobacco, or 1 16. of Sweet Copora I cigarette tobacco. 
($1 .90 sends 1000 cigarettes). 
These prices apply to prisoners of war only-because 
their mail is postage free. To Order, Address: 

"SWEET CAPS 0 

P.O. Box 6000, Montreal (Overseas Dept.) 

Imperial Tobacco Sales Co. of Canada Ltd., 
Address - Sweet Caps, P. 0 . Box 6000, Montreal 

( Overseas Deoartment) 

76¢ SENDS 
300 "Tartan" Cigarettes 

or 
300 "Rum & Maple" Cigarettes 

or 
1 lb. "Golden Virginia" Pipe Toba•cco 

or 
1 lb. "Gold·en Virginia" Cigarette 

Tobacco (Papers Included) · 
to 

PRISONERS OF WAR 

All parcels to prisoners 9f war go through ' the 
International Red Cross FREE OF POSTAGE. 

1000 Cigarettes may be sent for $1.90. 

When ordering give regimental number, prisoner 
of war number, rank and name, camp and also 
name and address of sender. Remittance to be 
sent to : 

Prisoners of War Department 

ROYAL CANADIAN TOBACCO CO. 
· 49 Duke Street, 1 Toronto, Ontario 

<J~ Prvu:e/4 ~ 
. ' 

PRISONERS OF WAR 
All parcels to prisoners 
of war go ·through the 
International Red Cross 

FREE OF 
POSTAGE 
This means you can send 

300 CIGARETTES FOR 76~ 
·,:" 1 

"BRITISH CONSOLS," "LEGION," "SCOTCH BLENDS," 
"EXPORT" OR "MACDONALD'S MENTHOL" 

or one pound of BRIER SMOKING TOBACCO , 

1000 CIGARETTES MAY BE SENT FOR •1.90 
When ordering give regimental number, ·prisoner of war num
ber, rank and naml!, camp and also name and address of 
sender. Remittance to be· sent to:- . 

PRISONERS ·oF \ WAR DEPT, 

W. C. MACDONALD INC. 
P.O. Box 1929, Place d'Armet, Montreal, Canada 

DEPARTMENT STORES 

May We Serve You? 
• 

An experienced staff in our 

.:o·v ER s EA s CIR C·L E 

will aid you in s~lecting items 

for parcels to the men and 

women in the forces. 

We are 1-icensed to send Sports Parcels 

and Personal Parcels to Prisoners of War. 

• 

,harle~ _Ogilvy 
_Linutecl- ,,.. 

Ottawa 

27 
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EATON'S 
WAR SERVICES 

DEPOT 
has a fine selection of items for 
Prisoners of War 
and an experienced staff 
to help you choose the things 
your boys want. 
Leave your standing order with us. 
EATON'S is licensed to send impersonal 
parcels to prisoners of war. 

Enquire at an y Eaton Store 
throughout Canada. 

... ~~T. EATON C<?1w1TED 
C A N A D A 

·f:1 
~},,~-'.: \ ~1m.~l'A 1 

MILITARY DEPOT 
Parcels for Prisoners of War 

Advice, and technical assistance, in sel
ecting all Prisoners of War Parcels, may 
be obtained at our Military Depot . 

• 
HENRY MORGAN &Co., Limited · 

MONTREAL 

0 G I L V Y'S 
is Licensed to send 

parcels to Canadian 

Prisoners of War. 

For details, visit our . 
Canteen Circle on 

the Main Floor. 

' 
J AS. A. 0 GI L V Y'S Limited ' 

II 
PARCELS 

to 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

Since last September Stmpson's 
has sent thousands of parcels 

· to prisoners of war. You may 
benefit by our experierice. To 
place your order, simply phon·e, 
write or visit Simpson's Personal 
Shopping Service. 

APPEAL FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS - The annual subscription to the monthly News Sheet is .$1 for next-of-kin and $1.50 for other 
relatiYes and friends. 

Cheques should be made payable (at par, Montreal) to The Canadian Prisoners of War Relati¥es J.ssociation, Room 150A Sun Life Building, 
Montreal. 


