
SPECIAL NOTE: An American citizen, whether native or 
noturalized, should read carefully section II regarding the laws 
of the United States which govern the loss of A,r;erican nation
ality. A naturalized citizen should read those parts of sections 
Ill or IV which relate to the country of which he was originally 
a national. Persons born in the United States of alien parents 
should also read those sections with care, as well as paragraphs 
18, 19, and 20 of section I. 
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INFORMATION FOR 
BEARERS 

OF PASSPORTS 

WARNING 
Special attention is called to paragraph 8 

of this pamphlet concerning the regulations 
of foreign countries pertaining to money and 
other valuables and containing particular 
warning with regard to regulations in foreign 
countries governing the money and other 
valuables which travelers may bring into and 
take out of the countries they expect to visit. 



I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

CrfFIHE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM 

il a report made by a Congressional 
committee upon its return from Central 
and South America: 

"Tourists who assume an air of arrogance or 
who transcend the common bounds of decency 
in human conduct can do more in the course 
of an hour to break down elements of friendly 
approach between peoples than the Govern
ment can do in the course of a year in trying 
to stimulate friendly relations. As we act so 
are we judged, words to the .contrary notwith
standing, and it is fervently to be hoped that 
our citizen travelers will have a growing appre
ciation of this fact and deport themselves in a 
manner befitting their station and training." 

Passport applications for persons sub
ject to the draft 

Persons proceeding abroad who are 
of the draft age should keep their local 
boards advised of their whereabouts. 
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Engaging in political a ff airs in foreign 
countries 

The Department of State has always ~on
sidered that it is improper for American 
citizens to interfere in the political affairs 
of foreign countries and in general ~as 
taken such action as ground for refusmg 
passport and registration facilities to them 
or extending protection to them. Par
ticular attention is called to the fact that 
under section 401 of the Nationality Act 
of 1940 American citizens lose their na
tionality by voting in a politi~al election 
in a foreign state; by acceptmg or per
forming the duties of an office, post,. or 
employment unde7 _the gove_r~~ent of a 
foreign state or political subd1v1s10n there
of for which only nationals of such state 
are eligible; or by taking an oath or mak
ing an affirmation or other _formal declara
tion of allegiance to a foreign state. 

I. Signature 

The signature of the person to who'!" 
a passport is issued should be affixed in 
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the places indicated therein immediately 
upon its receipt. 

The passport is not valid unless it has 
been signed. The bearer should also fill 
in the blank spaces on the inside cover of 
the passport. 

2. Loss, destruction, mutilation, or al
teration of passport 

A passport, whether valid or expired, is 
an important document. It should not be 
allowed to pass into the possession of an 
unauthorized person. The mutilation or 
alteration in any way of an unexpired 
passport may render it invalid and sub
ject the person to whom it was issued not 
only to inconvenience hut also to possible 
prosecution under the law. 
3. The loss or destruction of a valid 
passport should he reported immediately 
to the Passport Division, Department of 
State, Washington 25, D. C., or to the 
nearest American consular officer. 
4. The application for a new passport to 
replace a valid passport which it is alleged 
has been lost, destroyed, or mutilated 

3 



I 

must be accompanied by a detai!ed state
ment in the form of an affidavit, of the 
circu~stances under which the passport 
is alleged to have been lost, destroyed, or 
mutilated. · d 
5. As a rule, new passports can be issue 
in cases referred to in paragraph 4 only 
after an exhaustive inquiry. 

6. Amendment of passport 

Passports may be ame~ded to _include 
or to exclude the American wife and 
American minor children of the person to 

h . d upon the written request of w om issue , . 
the bearer. The passport agents m 
Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, N ~w 
Y k and San Francisco have authority 
or' lo 

to amend passports. Passports may a s 
be amended by American consular offi~ers 
and, in the absence thereof, by Americ~n 
diplomatic officers; and they may e 
amended by the chief executive offi?ers 
of the outlying possessions of the Umted 
States. 
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7. Regulations of foreign governments 

Passport and other travel regulations of 
foreign countries vary and are subject to 
changes. They also vary with respect to 
the outlying dominions, colonies, man
dated territories, or dependencies of 
foreign countries. For authentic infor
mation regarding such regulations, in
quiry should be made, before leaving the 
United States, of the diplomatic or con
sular representatives of the countries to 
he visited with reference to the following 
subjects: visas; import and export regu
lations; regulations pertaining to the 
carrying of personal arms and ammuni
tion; baggage; photography; tax; travel; 
residence; health; vaccination; and em
ployment regulations. 

8. Regulations off oreign countries per
taining to money and other valuables 

These regulations may require that 
travelers' money be carried in checks or 
hank drafts which would facilitate the 
taking out of funds upon departure from 
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the particular foreign country. Travelers 
may avoid unnecessary delays and diffi
culties by informing themselves before
hand whether monetary restrictions are in 
force in the countries they expect to visit 
and how they apply to foreign travelers. 
Such information may be obtained from 
the diplomatic or consular officers of the 
countries to be visited. 

It is understood in particular that regu
lations in European countries may require 
that persons reaching the border declare 
to the authorities the kind and amount of 
money and other valuables in their pos
session such as jewelry, furs, cameras, 
typewriters, et cetera, and obtain an at
testation of the fact, which attestation will 
enable them to take out of the country the 
money and other valuables brought in by 
them. Travelers should inquire at the 
first place of entry in each country as to 
what, if any, regulations of this nature 
are applicable to them. Failure to make 
a declaration when required by foreign 
law or regulation, whether or not re
quested to do so by the customs or other 
official at the place of entry, may subject 
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the travelers to confiscation of their 
1:1oney or other valuables and the imposi
tion of fines exceeding many times the 
value of the money and other valuables. 
In many countries permits to take out 
money and other valuables must be ob
tained from the appropriate Government 
official. 

UNITED KINGDOM: RESTRICTIONS ON THE 

AMOUNT OF BANK NOTES WHICH MAY BE 

BROUGHT IN AND TAKEN OUT 

Y~der the terms of the Currency Re
stnct10ns and Travelers Exemptions 
Order of 1947, dated August 21, 1947 
(S. R. & 0. 1947, No. 1804), the amount 
of United Kingdom bank notes which may 
be brought into the United Kingdom by 
any person who travels to the United King
dom from some place outside the United 
Kingdom, other than the Channel Islands 
and Eire, or who touches at any place 
outside the United Kingdom while travel
ing from the Channel Islands or Eire is 
limited to £5 sterling in value; a similar 
limit of £5 sterling is placed on the value 
of the bank notes which an outgoing trav-
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eler may take with him on leaving the 
United Kingdom. The restrictions im
posed by the order are applicable without 
discrimination to all travelers, and no 
exception to its provisions can be allowed, 
e. g. on grounds of diplomatic privilege. 

Foreign bank notes may be imported 
into the United Kingdom without restric
tion. If, however, a traveler, being a non
resident of the United Kingdom, intends 
to take them out of the United Kingdom 
on his departure, he should insure that the 
Immigration Officer is informed to this 
effect on his arrival in the United King
dom. The Immigration Officer will then 
mark the passport to show the actual 
amount of foreign currency notes brought 
into the United Kingdom, and the traveler 
will be at liberty to take these out with him 
when he leaves. 

9. Duration of visas 

As certain foreign visas are valid for 
one trip only, or restricted in the period of 
time for which they may be used, appli
cants for visas should be careful to advise 
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the foreign consular officer to whom ap
plication for visa is made of the expected 
number of trips into such foreign country 
and the length of the intended sojourn 
therein. Difficulties are frequently en
countered by travelers when attempting to 
obtain permission for the extension of 
their stay in a foreign country beyond the 
period designated in the visa. Travelers 
by air must comply with the same visa 
regulations as apply to travelers by land 
or water. 

10. American citizens urgently advised 
to obtain visas from the appropriate for
eign consuls stationed in this country 
before beginning their journeys 

It is understood that the regulations of 
most foreign countries require that a visa 
be obtained before the American citizen 
leaves the United States. Therefore 
American citizens proceeding abroad 
must assure themselves that the necessary 
visas have been placed in their passports 
by the foreign representatives in the 
United States of the countries .they intend 
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to visit. Should there be any question 
whatsoever with regard to the necessity of 
obtaining visas for travel in certain coun
tries, prospective travelers are cautioned 
to consult the appropriate foreign consuls 
before leaving the United States. 

11. Special documents required for visas 
for certain countries 

(a) Certain special certificates for 
travel in Latin America. Most countries 
of Latin America are understood to re
quire that applicants for visas present cer
tificates of vaccination against smallpox 
and must also present health certificates. 
Many countries of Latin America also re
quire police certificates. As the regula
tions of the particular foreign countries 
governing these di:ff erent matters vary fre
quently it is not practicable to attempt to 
list the countries. Appropriate informa
tion will be furnished by the consuls of the 
countries to be visited. 

( b) Smallpox vaccination for travel to 
foreign countries. The United States 
Public Health Service urges all prospec-
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tive travelers to foreign countries who 
are not immune to smallpox by previous 
attack or successful vaccination within 3 
years, as evidenced by a valid vaccination 
certificate, to be vaccinated prior to em
barking on such travel and to secure acer
tificate on which the result of the vaccina
tion is reco~ded. Otherwise passengers 
may_ be _sub3ected to possible delay and 
vaccmat10n before they are readmitted to 
the United States. 

( c) Inoculation requirements for travel 
throu_g_hout ~he wor~d. In view of present 
cond1t10ns m foreign countries brought 
on by the war it is desirable that American 
citizens should inform themselves as to 
appropriate vaccination or inoculation 
precautions which should he taken before 
traveling abroad. The Passport Division 
of the Department of State distributes a 
circular giving this information. 

l~. Visas to include outlying posses
sions, etc. 

Americans who intend to travel in cer
tain to!eign countr~es, and in the outlying 
domm10ns, colomes, mandated terri-
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tories, or dependencies of such countries, 
are cautioned to inquire regarding, and 
obtain, if necessary, specific visas not only 
for the foreign country, but for the out
lying dominions, colonies, mandated ter
ritories, or dependencies in which they 
intend to travel. 

13. Visas for American citizens who are 
classed as immigrants 

It is understood that persons proceed
ing as immigrants to foreign countries 
must have their passports visaed for that 
purpose. Particular inquiry should be 
made by American citizens of the diplo
matic and consular officers of the coun
tries to which they expect to proceed 
whether they will be classed as immi
grants and for that reason be required to 
be in possession of passports and visas. 
In order to establish whether they will 
be classed as immigrants they should be 
careful to make clear to such officers the 
reason for their intended visit and the 
duration of their intended stay. 
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14. Department of State does not act as 
intermediary in obtaining visas 

The visa regulations of foreign govern
ments are enforced directly by the repre
sentatives of those governments. 

"It is an accepted maxim of international 
law, that every sovereign nation has the power, 
as inherent in sovereignty, and essential to 
self-preservation, to forbid the entrance of 
foreigners within its dominions, or to admit 
them only in such cases and upon such con
ditions as it may see fit to prescribe." 
(142 u. s. 651) 

15. Permits for work in foreign countries 

An American citizen who intends to 
take up employment in a foreign country 
should, before leaving the United States . . ' mqmre at a consulate of such country 
whether he is required to obtain a permit. 
If so, such permit should, if possible, be 
applied for and obtained through the con
sulate before departure from the United 
States. 

Colonization projects in foreign countries 

American citizens are warned that they 
should not undertake colonization in for-
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eign countries until after careful inquiry 
and investigation. Before permitting 
themselves to engage in a venture of this 
kind, interested persons should first seek 
the advice, through the Department of 
State, of the American Embassy or Lega
tion stationed in the country in which they 
contemplate settling. By taking this pre
caution, interested persons may be appro
priately informed of climatic, geographic, 
and other relevant conditions. Prudent 
inquiry of this kind may be the means of 
saving much trouble, including financial 
loss. 

16. Registration at American Consulate 

American citizens intending to make 
an extended sojourn in a foreign country 
should register at the nearest American 
Consulate immediately upon arrival in the 
foreign country. 

It is also suggested that the traveler call 
at the American Embassy, Legation, or 
consular office in each of the cities visited 
abroad, giving his local address, the date 
of expected departure, and his forwarding 
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address. If he reports any difficulty 
which he is experiencing locally, the office 
may be able to render assistance or give 
helpful advice. 

17. Registration with local authorities 

Information in regard to local police 
registration, etc., in foreign countries 
should be obtained from the local authori
ties direct or through the nearest Ameri
can Consulate. 

18. Dual nationality 

Persons born in the United States of 
unnaturalized parents acquire American 
citizenship under American law and as a 
general rule also acquire the nationality 
of the country of which their parents are 
nationals. Often foreign nationality is 
retained even when the parents of the per
son born in the United States are subse
quently naturalized as United States citi
zens during the minority of the child. A 
person possessing the nationality of both 
the United States and a foreign coun-
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try, who habitually resides in the territory 
of such foreign country and who is in fact 
most closely connected with that country, 
should not expect to receive the protection 
of this Government while he is residing 
in such country, and it is not the practice 
of the Department to make representa
tions in his behalf with a view to his re
lease from the performance of military 
or other obligations to the foreign country. 

19. Failure to recognize American nat
uralization 

A number of foreign countries with 
which the United States has not con
cluded naturalization treaties do not re
gard the naturalization of their citizens or 
subjects in this country as resulting in the 
loss of their original allegiance. In such 
a case, a person born in the United States 
subsequent to the naturalization of a 
father whose American naturalization is 
not recognized by the country of which 
he was a citizen or subject at the time of 
such naturalization, may be considered to 
acquire at birth the status of a national of 
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the country of his father's origin under 
the laws of that country. 

20. Military service in foreign countries 

Persons claiming citizenship through 
naturalization, either in their own right 
or through a parent, and persons born in 
this country of foreign-born parents, 
should, before proceeding to the country 
of their origin, if born abroad, or that of 
the origin of their parents, if born in the 
United States, ascertain their status with 
regard to military service in such country. 
Inquiries regarding such matters may be 
made to the diplomatic and consular 
officers in the United States of those 
countries. 

American citizens are particularly 
warned that serving in the armies of for
eign countries may result in the loss of 
their American citizenship, and in this 
connection attention is called to section 
II hereunder entitled "Loss of Nation
ality". 
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II. LOSS OF NATIONALITY 
21. The Nationality Act of October 14, 
1940 (54 Stat. 1169) 

This act, as amended, provides in part 
as follows: 

CHAPTER IV-LOSS OF NATIONALITY 

"SEC. 401. A person who is a national of 
the United States, whether by birth or natural
ization, shall lose his nationality by: 

"(a) Obtaining naturalization in a foreign 
state, either upon his own application or 
through the naturalization of a parent having 
legal custody of such person: Provided, how
ever, That nationality shall not be lost as the 
result of the naturalization of a parent unless 
and until the child shall have attained the age 
of twenty-three years without acquiring per
manent residence in the United States: Pro
vided further, That a person who has acquired 
foreign nationality through the naturalization 
of his parent or parents, and who at the same 
time is a citizen of the United States, shall, 
if abroad and he has not heretofore expatri
ated himself as an American citizen by his 
own voluntary act, be permitted within two 
years from the effective date of this Act to 
return to the United States and take up perma-
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nent residence therein, and it shall be there
after deemed that he has elected to be an 
American citizen. Failure on the part of such 
per_son to _so return _and take up permanent 
resr_dence m the Umted States during such 
penod shall be deemed to be a determination 
on the part of such person to discontinue his 
status as an American citizen, and such per
son shall be forever estopped by such failure 
from thereafter claiming such American 
citizenship; or 
. "(b) Taking an oath or making an affirma

tion or other formal declaration of allegiance 
to a foreign state; or 

" ( c) Entering, or serving in, the armed 
forc~s of a foreign state unless expressly au
thonzed by the laws of the United States if 
he has or acquires the nationality of s~ch 
foreign state; or 

"(d) Accepting, or performing the duties 
of, any office, post, or employment under the 
g?v_e~nment of a foreign state or political sub
d1v1s10n thereof for which only nationals of 
such state are eligible; or 

" ( e) Voting in a political election in a for
eign state or participating in an election or 
plebjscite t? determine the sovereignty over 
foreign terntory; or 

"(f) Making a formal renunciation of 
nationality before a diplomatic or consular 
?fficer of the United States in a foreign state, 
m such form as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State; or 
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" ( g) Deserting the military or naval forces 
of the United States in time of war, provided 
he is convicted thereof by court martial and 
as the result of such conviction is dismissed or 
dishonorably discharged from the service of 
such military or naval forces: Provided, That 
notwithstanding loss of nationality or citizen
ship or civil or political rights under the terms 
of this or previous Acts by reason of desertion 
committed in time of war, restoration to active 
duty with such military or naval forces in 
time of war or the reenlistment or induction 
of such a person in time of war with permis
sion of competent military or naval authority, 
prior or subsequent to the effective date of this 
Act, shall be deemed to have the immediate 
effect of restoring such nationality or citizen
ship and all civil and political rights hereto
fore or hereafter so lost and of removing all 
civil and political disabilities resulting there
from; or 

"(h) Committing any act of treason against, 
or attempting by force to overthrow or bearing 
arms against the United States, provided he is 
convicted thereof by a court martial or by a 
court of competent jurisdiction; or 

"(i) Making in the United States a formal 
written renunciation of nationality in such 
form as may be prescribed by, and before such 
officer as may be designated by, the Attorney 
General, whenever the United States shall be 
in a state of war and the Attorney General 
shall approve such renunciation as not con-
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trary to the interests of national defense [ added 
by Act of July 1, 1944; repealed by Act of 
July 25, 1947, Public Law 239]; or 

"(j) Departing from or remaining outside 
of the jurisdiction of the United States in time 
of war or during a period declared by the 
President to be a period of national emergency 
for the purpose of evading or avoiding train
ing and service in the land or naval forces of 
the United States. 

"SEC. 402. A national of the United States 
who was born in the United States or who was 
born in any place outside of the jurisdiction 
of the United States of a parent who was born 
in the United States, shall be presumed to 
have expatriated himself under subsection ( c) 
or ( d) of section 401, when he shall remain 
for six months or longer within any foreign 
state of which he or either of his parents shall 
have been a national according to the laws of 
such foreign state, or within any place under 
control of such foreign state, and such pre
sumption shall exist until overcome whether 
or not the individual has returned to the 
United States. Such presumption may be 
overcome on the presentation of satisfactory 
evidence to a diplomatic or consular officer of 
the United States, or to an immigration officer 
of the United States, under such rules and 
regulations as the Department of State and 
the Department of Justice jointly prescribe. 
However, no such presumption shall arise 
with respect to any officer or employee of the 
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United States while serving abroad as such 
officer or employee, nor to any accompanying 
member of his family. 

"SEC. 403. (a) Except as provided in sub
sections (g), (h), and (i) of section 401, no 
national can expatriate himself, or be expatri
ated, under this section while within the 
United States or any of its outlying posses
sions, but expatriation shall result from the 
performance within the United States or any 
of its outlying possessions of any of the acts 
or the fulfillment of any of the conditions 
specified in this section if and when the 
national thereafter takes up a residence abroad. 

" ( b) No national under eighteen years of 
age can expatriate himself under subsections 
(b) to (g), inclusive, of section 401. 

"SEC. 404. A person who has become a na
tional by naturalization shall lose his nation
ality by: 

" (a) Residing for at least two years in the 
territory of a foreign state of which he was 
formerly a national or in which the place of 
his birth is situated, if he acquires through 
such residence the nationality of such foreign 
state by operation of the law thereof; or 

"(b) Residing continuously for three years 
in the territory of a foreign state of which he 
was formerly a national or in which the place . 
of his birth is situated, except as provided in 
section 406 hereof. 

" ( c) Residing continuously for five years 
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in any other foreign state, except as provided 
in section 406 hereof. 

"SEC. 405. Section 404 shall have no ap
plication to a person: 

"(a) Who resides abroad in the employ
ment and under the orders of the Government 
of the United States; 

" ( b) Who is receiving compensation from 
the Government of the United States and re
siding abroad on account of disability incurred 
in its service. 

"SEC. 406. Subsections (b) and ( c) of sec
tion 404 shall have no application to a person: 

"(a) Who shall have resided in the United 
States not less than twenty-five years subse
quent to his naturalization and shall have 
attained the age of sixty-five years when the 
foreign residence is established; 

"(b) Who is residing abroad upon the date 
of the approval of this Act, or who is there
after sent abroad, and resides abroad tempo
rarily solely or principally to represent a bona 
fide American educational, scientific, philan
thropic, religious, commercial, financial, or 
business organization, having its principal 
office or place of business in the United States, 
or an international agency of an official char
acter in which the United States participates, 
for which he receives a substantial compen
sation; 

" ( c) Who is residing abroad on account of 
ill health; 

"(d) Who is residing abroad for the pur-
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pose of pursuing studies of a specialized char
acter or attending an institution of learning 
of a ~rade above that of a preparatory school, 
provided that such residence does not exceed 
five years; 

"(e) Who is the wife, husband, or child 
?nder twenty-one years of age of, and is resid
mg abroad for the purpose of being with, an 
~merican citizen spouse or parent who is resid
mg abroad for one of the objects or causes 
specified in section 405 or subsections (a), 
(b), (c), or (d) hereof; 

"(f) Who was born in the United States or 
one of its outlying possessions, who originally 
had American nationality, and who, after hav
ing lost such nationality through marriage to 
an alien, reacquired it; 

"(g) Who is the wife, husband, or child 
?nder twenty-one years of age of, and is resid
mg abroad for the purpose of being with a 
spouse or parent who is an American national 
b)'. bi~th and sue~ spouse or parent during 
mmonty for a penod or periods totaling ten 
years has resided in the United States· 

"(~) Who is a veteran of the S~anish
Amencan War, or of the World War his wife 
minor children, or dependent paren;s, ' 

"SEC. 407. A person having American na
tionality, who is a minor and is residing in a 
foreign state with or under the legal custody 
of a parent who loses American nationality 
under section 404 of this Act, shall at the same 
time lose his American nationality if such 
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minor has or acquires the nationality of such 
foreign state: Provided, That in such case 
American nationality shall not be lost as th~ 
result of loss of American nationality by the 
parent unless and until the child attains the 
age _of twenty-three y~ars without having 
acqmred permanent residence in the United 
States. 

"SEC. 408. The loss of nationality under this 
Act shall result solely from the performance 
by a national of the acts or fulfillment of the 
conditions specified in this Act; 

"SEC. 409. Nationality shall not be lost 
under the provisions of section 404 or 407 
of thi~ Act until the expiration of six years 
follo~mg the date of the approval of this Act: 
Provided, however, That a naturalized person 
~ho shall have become subject to the presump
tion that he has ceased to be an American 
citizen as provided for in the second para
graph of section 2 of the Act of March 2, 1907 
(34 Stat. 1228), and who shall not have over
come i! under the rules in effect immediately 
precedmg the date of the approval of this 
Act, shall continue to be subject to such pre
~umption for the period of six years follow
mg the date of the approval of this Act unless 
it is overcome during such period. 

_"SE~- 410. Nothir_ig in this Act shall be ap
plied m contravention of the provisions of 
any treaty or convention to which the United 
States is a party upon the date of the approval 
of this Act." 
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The same act provides as follows: 

"SEC. 101. For the Purposes of this Act

" (a) The term 'national' means a person 
owing permanent allegiance to a state. 

"(b) The term 'national of the United 
States' means (1) a citizen of the United 
States, or (2) a person who, though not a 
citizen of the United States, owes permanent 
allegiance to the United States. It does not 
include an alien. 

" ( c) The term 'naturalization' means the 
conferring of nationality of a state upon a per
son after birth. 

"SEc.104. For the purposes of sections 201, 
307 (b), 403, 404, 405, 406, and 407 of this 
Act, the place of general abode shall be deemed 
the place of residence. 

"SEC. 323. A person who, while a citizen 
of the United States and during the first or 
second World War, entered the military or 
naval service of any country at war with a 
country with which the United States was or 
is at war, who has lost citizenship of the United 
States by reason of any oath or obligation 
taken for the purpose of entering such service, 
or by reason of entering or serving in such 
armed forces, and who intends to reside perma
nently in the United States, may be natural
ized by taking before any naturalization court 
specified in subsection (a) of section 301, the 
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oaths prescribed by section 335. Any such 
person who has lost citizenship of the United 
States during the second World War may, if 
he so desires, be naturalized by . taking, before 
any diplomatic or consular officer of the 
United States abroad, the oaths prescribed by 
section 335. For the purposes of this section, 
the second World War shall be deemed to have 
commenced on September 1, 1939, and shall 
continue until such time as the United States 
shall cease to be in a state of war. Certified 
copies of such oath shall be sent by such diplo
matic or consular officer or such court to the 
Department of State and to the Department 
of Justice." (As amended by the Act of April 
2, 1942.) 

The Act of Congress approved June 25, 
1948, to amend the Organic Act of Puerto Rico 
reads as follows: "That the Organic Act of 
Puerto Rico ( 39 Stat. 951) is amended by 
inserting the following new section: 

" 'Sec. Sb. Section 404 ( c) of the Nation
ality Act of 1940 (U. S. C., title 8, sec. 804 
( c) ) , shall not be applicable to persons who 
have acquired citizenship under the provisions 
of section 5 and Sa of this Act. This amend
ment to be retroactive to October 13, 1945.' '' 
(Public Law 776-80th Cong., chap. 649, 
2d sess.) 

22. Presumption of fraudulent natural
ization 

Section 338 ( c) of the same act reads 
as follows: 27 



"(c) If a person who shall have been nat
uralized shall, within five years after such 
naturalization, return to the country of such 
person's nativity, or go to any other foreign 
country, and take permanent residence therein, 
it shall be considered prima facie evidence of 
a lack of intention on the part of such person 
to become a permanent citizen of the United 
States at the time of filing such person's peti
tion for naturalization, and, in the absence of 
countervailing evidence, it shall be sufficient in 
the proper proceeding to authorize the revoca
tion and setting aside of the order admitting 
such person to citizenship and the cancelation 
of the certificate of naturalization as having 
been obtained through fraud. The diplo
matic and consular officers of the United States 
in foreign countries shall from time to time, 
through the Department of State, furnish the 
Department of Justice with the names of those 
persons within their respective jurisdictions 
who have been so n·aturalized and who have 
taken permanent residence in the country of 
their nativity, or in any other foreign coun
try, and such statements, duly certified, shall 
be admissible in evidence in all courts in pro
ceedings to revoke and set aside the order 
admitting to citizenship and to cancel the 
certificate of naturalization." 
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III. STATUS OF AMERICAN CITI
ZENS IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES 
WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS 
CONCLUDED TREATIES CON
CERNING NATURALIZATION AND 
AGREEMENTS REGULATING THE 
LIABILITY TO MILITARY SERV
ICE OR OTHER ACT OF ALLE
GIANCE OF PERSONS HA YING 
DUAL NATIONALITY 

23. The following information concern
ing military regulations of certain foreign 
countries as possibly affecting American 
citizens is believed to be correct but is not 
to be considered as official so far as it 
relates to the laws and regulations of a 
foreign government: 

24. Albania 

The United States does not recognize 
the present Albanian regime and does not 
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maintain diplomatic or consular repre
sentatives in Albania. The present Al
banian regime does not recognize the 
continuing validity of the naturalization 
treaty between the United States and Al
bania signed April 5, 1932, by which 
naturalized American citizens of Alba
nian origin were formerly protected in 
Albania, and the Albanian authorities 
have refused to grant permits to American 
citizens to leave that country for the pur
pose of returning to the United States. It 
is therefore inadvisable for American citi
zens to attempt any travel to Albania 
under existing conditions. 

25. Austria 

The Department understands that as of 
April 27, 1945, under the Austrian law 
pertaining to the transfer of citizenship, 
all persons shall be regarded as Austrian 
citizens who were Austrian citizens on 
March 13, 1938, provided that no cir
cumstances effecting the loss of such citi
zenship, as by serving in the public or 
military forces of a foreign state, arose 
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prior to April 27, 1945. The law fur
ther provides that persons who during 
World War II voluntarily served in the 
military forces of one of the Allied nations 
shall be exempted from loss of Austrian 
nationality. It is understood that under 
the Austrian law of July 10, 1945, regard
ing the acquisition and loss of Austrian 
citizenship, such citizenship is lost upon 
naturalization in a foreign country, but 
that it is possible to retain Austrian citi
zenship in such cases by special consent 
of the Austrian Government. 

There are apparently no laws at present 
in force in Austria bearing on military 
service, since the Austrian Government 
has not been permitted to maintain armed 
forces and will not receive this right until 
after the conclusion of a treaty. 

26. Belgium 

In accordance with article 3, a, of the 
law on militia, recruiting, and the obliga
tions of service coordinated by the Royal 
Decrees of February 15 and July 29, 
1937, all Belgian subjects must be en-
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rolled in the recrmtmg reserve after 
attaining the age of 17, but they are not 
considered as having violated this require
ment unless they have failed to enter their 
names for enrollment before December 
31 of the year in which they attain the 
age of 19 years. 

Under the terms of the naturalization 
convention between the United States and 
Belgium, signed November 16, 1868, a 
Belgian naturalized as a citizen of the 
United States is considered by Belgium 
as a citizen of the United States, but upon 
return to Belgium he may be prosecuted 
for a crime or misdemeanor committed be
fore naturalization, saving such limita
tions as are established by the laws of 
Belgium. 

A naturalized American, formerly a 
Belgian, who has resided five years in this 
country cannot be held to military service 
in Belgium, or to incidental obligations 
resulting therefrom, in the event of his 
return, except in cases of desertion from 
the regular military or naval service or 
mobilized reserve, or in certain other 
cases provided for by Belgian law. 
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Under Belgian law a person who was 
born in the United States of Belgian par
ents may, upon reaching the age of 16, 
renounce Belgian nationality with the ap
proval of the persons whose consent would 
be necessary to validate his marriage. 
This consent may be given either in the 
act of renunciation itself or in a separate 
affidavit received by the registrar in 
charge. If such consent cannot be ob
tained, he may, in order to avoid diffi
culties during a temporary stay in Bel
gium, request that he be inscribed with 
the Belgian militia and at the same time 
ask that he be suspended from military 
service until he has attained the age of 21, 
when he can execute the act of renuncia
tion of Belgian nationality without the 
approval of his legal guardian. 

If renunciation is made after December 
31 of the year in which the person attains 
the age of 19, he must first request and 
obtain the permission of the Belgian Gov
ernment, as provided for in article 18, 
subdivision 1, third paragraph of the law 
on BeJgian nationality, as he is at that 
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time liable to obligations of military serv
ice in the active Army and the reserve. 

The duration of military obligations in 
the active Army and the reserve is 15 
years, and at the end of that period a 
declaration of renunciation may be made 
without the special consent of the Belgian 
Government, unless the person involved 
is considered as a deserter or a person 
avoiding conscription. The latter cannot 
be apprehended or held in the service be
yond the age of 45. At that time he ceases 
to be under military obligations and may 
renounce Belgian nationality without the 
consent of the Belgian Government. The 
deserter, however, should request and ob
tain the consent of the Government regard
less of his age. 

The renunciation of Belgian nationality 
should be executed, in Belgium, before 
the Registrar of Vital Statistics at the 
place of residence or, in foreign countries, 
before a Belgian diplomatic or consular 
representative. 
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27. Bulgaria 

Operation of the naturalization treaty 
between the United States and Bulgaria 
which was signed on November 23 1923 

' ' was suspended from December 13 1941 
' ' as a result of the state of war between the 

United States and Bulgaria. The treaty 
of peace with Bulgaria signed at Paris 
February 10, 1947, provides that within 
six months from the coming into force 
thereof each Allied or Associated Power 
wjll notify Bulgaria which of its prewar 
bilateral treaties with Bulgaria it desires 
to keep in force or revive. The treaty of 
peace entered into force September 15, 
1947. On March 9, 1948, the Govern
ment of the United States, through the 
American Minister at Sofia, notified the 
Bulgarian Government that it desired to 
keep in force or revive certain prewar 
bilateral treaties and other international 
agreements with Bulgaria, among which 
was the naturalization treaty signed at 
Sofia on November 23, 1923. 
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The treaty provides in substance as 
follows: 

A national of Bulgaria who has been 
naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States is recognized as an American citi
zen upon his return to the country of his 
origin, subject to any law providing that 
Bulgarians do not lose their nationality 
by becoming naturalized in another coun
try during a period when Bulgaria is at 
war. Bulgarians who have become nat
uralized as American citizens are not, 
upon returning to Bulgaria, subject to 
punishment for the original act of emigra
tion or for failure prior to naturalization 
to respond to calls for military service 
accruing after bona fide residence was ac
quired in American territory. If a na
tional of Bulgaria who has been natural
ized as a citizen of the United States shall 
renew his residence in Bulgaria without 
the intent of returning to the United 
States, he may be held to have renounced 
his naturalization. The intent not to re
turn may be held to exist when a person 
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naturalized in the United States shall have 
resided 2 years or more in Bulgaria. 

Under article 6 of the law on Bulgarian 
citizenship, published in the Official Ga
zette, No. 70, dated March 26, 1948, a 
Bulgarian citizen desirous of acquiring 
foreign nationality does not lose his Bui~ 
garian citizenship until after having ob
tained previous authorization from the 
Bulgarian Ministry of Justice to that ef
fect. The Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has informed the American Lega
tion at Bucharest that failure to obtain 
permission for naturalization in a foreign 
state from the Ministry of Justice will sub
ject the person concerned to fines and pos
sible imprisonment under the laws of 
Bulgaria. 

It is understood that according to article 
7 of the Bulgarian law of 1948, above
mentioned, loss of Bulgarian citizenship 
does not free a person from the fulfilment 
of his duties to the Bulgarian state. 
Under such law, a person losing Bulgar
ian citizenship may be compelled by the 
Minister of Justice to liquidate within a 
specified period of time his property in 
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Bulgaria and to leave the territorial limits 
of the state, or militia action may be taken 
against him and his property with or with
out direction from the Minister of Justice. 

28. Czechoslovakia 

Persons born in the United States of 
Czechoslovak parents are regarded as 
Czechoslovak citizens under the laws of 
that country. If such persons enter 
Czechoslovakia, they become subject to 
its laws in relation to military service and 
other matters, including the laws govern
ing the departure of Czechoslovak na
tionals from Czechoslovakia. The De
partment of State has been informed that 
the Czechoslovak Government does not 
consider that a citizen of Czechoslovakia 
can simultaneously be a citizen of another 
state. Persons born in the United States 
of Czechoslovak parents who possess 
Czechoslovak nationality under the laws 
<>f that country are warned that if they 
make a trip to Czechoslovakia the Depart
ment can give no assurances to them that 
they will be free from molestation because 
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of their standing under the laws of Czecho
slovakia. Inquiry concerning these mat
ters might be made to a diplomatic or con
sular representative of Czechoslovakia in 
the United States. The Department does 
not act as an intermediary in such in
qmnes. It should be particularly borne 
in mind, moreover, that final determina
tion of all matters concerning Czechoslo
vak nationality is made only by the ap
propriate authorities in Czechoslovakia. 

Under the treaty of naturalization be
tween the United States and Czechoslo
vakia signed July 16, 1928, it is provided 
that nationals of Czechoslovakia who have 
been or shall be naturalized in the terri
tories of the United States shall be held by 
Czechoslovakia to have lost their former 
nationality and to be nationals of the 
United States. The treaty provides that 
the foregoing provisions shall not be ap
plicable to a national of Czechoslovakia 
who obtains naturalization in the United 
States while Czechoslovakia is at war. 
Nationals of Czechoslovakia naturalized 
in the United States are not, upon their 
return to Czechoslovak territory, prose-

39 



cuted or punished for expatriation, or for 
having failed, prior to their naturaliza
tion, to answer summonses to military 
service which had been served upon them 
within a period of 5 years preceding their 
naturalization. If a national of Czecho
slovakia who has been naturalized as a 
citizen of the United States shall renew his 
residence in Czechoslovakia without the 
intent to return to the United States, he is 
held to have lost the nationality acquired 
by naturalization. The intent not to re
turn may be held to exist when a person 
naturalized in the United States shall 
have resided more than 2 years in Czecho
slovakia. 

29. Denmark 

In November or December of the year 
in which a person liable to military serv
ice becomes 17 years old, he is expected 
to report for enrolment on the conscrip
tion list. If he neglects to do so, he may 
be fined from 4 to 40 kroner; but if his 
neglect arises from a design to evade serv
ice he may be imprisoned. By a tempo-

40 

rary law valid until December 31, 1949, 
enrolment at the conscription board 
should take place during the year in 
which the individual reaches his nine
teenth birthday. 

Anyone leaving the country before he 
should be entered on the conscription list 
is expected, in case he returns before his 
thirty-second year and is yet subject to 
military service, to report for entry on the 
conscription list. 

Anyone who, after having been entered 
on the conscription list or after having 
reported for entry on the list, leaves the 
country must, under penalty of fines of 
from 10 to 100 kroner, report his depar
ture as well as his return to the competent 
official. These rules are also at present 
disregarded under the aforementioned 
temporary law, so that the individual 
conscripts, in the event that they are due 
to appear at the forthcoming examination 
of army recruits, are prohibited from 
leaving the country without specific au
thorization from the Ministry of Interior. 

During the year when the person liable 
to military service attains the age of 20 he 
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is bound to present himself before the 
board of examiners, and if he is found to 
be fit for service he is then entered on the 
Army list and called for service the fol
lowing year, unless he has obtained from 
the Minister of the Interior a deferment to 
one of the following years or unless, in 
conseq~ence of a high number drawn by 
lot, he 1s exempted from military service. 

In case he fails to appear when the law 
requires that he be assigned to military 
duty he is liable to imprisonment. 

The treaty of naturalization between 
the United States and Denmark, signed 
July 20, 1872, provides that a former sub
ject of Denmark naturalized in the United 
States shall, upon his return to Denmark, 
be treated as a citizen of the United States· 
bu~ he is not thereby exempted from pen: 
~lt1es for offenses committed against Dan
ish law before his emigration. If he re
news his residence in Denmark, with in
tent to remain, he is held to have re
~10unced his American citizenship. The 
mtent not to return may, under the treaty, 
be held to exist when the naturalized citi-
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zen shall have resided for 2 years in his 
native land. 

A naturalized American citizen for
merly a subject of Denmark, having re
newed his residence in Denmark with in
tent to remain or having resided in that 
country for more than 2 years, is liable to 
perform military service in Denmark if he 
was in the Army at the time of emigration 
and deserted; or if, before emigration, 
he had been enrolled for duty, called, and 
failed to appear; or if, after his return, he 
is assigned to a military unit. 

The Ministry of Interior is authorized, 
upon application, to exempt conscripts 
from military service in peacetime when 
it is established that the individual in 
question has served in the armed forces 
of a foreign state within the period from 
September 1, 1939, to December 31, 
1945. Reference here is chiefly to con
scripts who have served in the armed 
forces of the Allied countries. Further
more, dispensation may be given under 
certain circumstances to conscripts who 
have resided abroad on the Faroe Islands 
or in Greenland within the period from 
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September 1, 1939, to May 5, 1945, and 
who have therefore not performed mili
tary service in Denmark. 

Finland. See page 58. 

France. See page 59. 

30. Germany 

Supreme authority in Germany is being 
exercised, on instructions from their gov
ernments, by the United States, British, 
and French High Commissioners, each in 
his own zone of occupation, and also 
jointly through the Allied High Commis
sion in matters affecting the three West
ern zones which comprise the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

The Department is not in a position to 
indicate the exact status and scope of na
tionality laws in Germany, except that in 
the United States zone of occupation no 
laws will be permitted to conflict with the 
United States laws on naturalization. 
Military service laws are not in effect in 
Germany. 
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31. Hungary 

The Department is not in a position to 
indicate what nationality and other laws 
will be made applicable to natives of Hun
gary who have become naturalized as _citi
zens of the United States or to American 
citizens born in the United States of Hun
garian parents. 

32. Lithuania 

Visas for entry into or transit through 
Lithuania must be obtained from a Soviet 
diplomatic or consular representative. 
Information concerning the nationality 
status in Lithuania of persons born in the 
United States of Lithuanian parents, and 
of persons born in Lithuania who later 
become naturalized as citizens of the 
United States should be obtained from the 
Soviet Union through a diplomatic or con
sular representative of t~at country. It 
is urged that information as to visas and 
as to nationality status be obtained from 
the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., 
by the person concerned before his depar
ture from the United States. 

45 



33. Norway 

A subject of Norway is liable to per
formance of military duty in and after the 
calendar year in which he reaches the age 
of 20 years. 

Under the naturalization treaty between 
the United States and Sweden and Nor
way, concluded May 26, 1869, a natural
ized citizen of the United States formerly 
a subject of Norway is recognized as an 
American citizen upon his return to the 
country of his origin. He is liable, how
ever, to punishment for an offense against 
the laws of Norway committed before his 
emigration, saving always the limitations 
and remissions established by those laws. 
Emigration itself is not an offense, but 
non-fulfilment of military duty and deser
tion from a military force or ship are 
offenses. 

A person liable to the performance of 
military duty who emigrates before J anu
ary 1 of the year in which he reaches the 
age of 19 or after this time with due per
mission and who returns and reports per
sonally in the proper manner, is enrolled · 
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for service together with the class with 
which he is registered, but is transferred 
to the second draft and is discharged at 
the same time as the men with whom · he, 
according to his age, should have reg
istered. After the end of the seventh 
conscription year (the year he reaches the 
age of 26) he is generally free from ordi
nary service in time of peace. Conscripts 
who have not been drafted by the end of 
the seventh year, through no fault or neg
lect of their own, will generally be free 
from military service in time of peace. 

Any person liable to military service 
who leaves the country without a permit, 
will, when he returns, be drafted prefer
entially and attached to a less-favored 
branch for which he is fitted. Even 
though he may have passed the common 
age of conscription, he will be required to 
serve the entire period. In no instance, 
however, will he be required to serve after 
having passed the age of 50 years. 

If a naturalized American citizen of 
Norwegian origin remains as long as '2 
years in Norway, he is obliged when sum
moned to present himself for enrolment 
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at the first session, since he is then deemed 
by Norway to have renounced his Amer
ican citizenship. 

If he renews his residence in the King
dom without intent to return to America, 
he is held to have renounced his American 
citizenship. 

Under article 1 of the treaty between 
the United States and Norway, signed at 
Oslo, November 1, 1930 (Treaty Series 
832), a person born in the territory of one 
country of parents who are nationals of 
the other country, and having the nation
ality of both countries under their laws, 
shall not, if he has his habitual residence, 
that is, the place of his general abode, in 
the territory of the state of his birth, be 
held liable for military service or any 
other act of allegiance during a temporary 
stay in the territory of the other party. 

Provided that, if such stay is protracted 
beyond the period of 2 years, it shall be 
presumed to be permanent, in the absence 
of sufficient evidence showing that return 
to the territory of the other country will 
take place within a short time. 
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34. Portugal 

All physically able male Po~tuguese 
citizens are liable to military service from 
their seventeenth until their forty-fifth 
year, serving in the active Ar~y 4 year~, 
in the active reserve 16 years, m the terri
torial reserve 5 years, and in the reser~e 
of recruits 3 years. Under normal ~ir

cumstances, the period of actual serv1c_e 
lasts 15 months. Enrolment as a recrmt 
usually takes place during_ the calendar 
year in which a citizen attams the age of 
20 years. Recruits who hav~ not secured 
exemption are incorporated m the Army 
in the month of March of the following 
year. Failure or inability to rende~,m~l~
tary service involves payment of the mili
tary tax" of 30 escudos per annum ( 50 
escudos when the income exceeds 800 
escudos a month) . 

All Portuguese citizens subject to mili
tary duty desiring to leave t~e count:)' 
are required to secure a special permit, 
the fee for which is 500 escudos ( a sum 
which is not returned), and, in addition, 
those between 14 and 20 years of age must 
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make a deposit of 500 escudos, while those 
he~ween 20 and 45 years of age are re
qmred to deposit 1,500 escudos, as a guar
an~ for the fulfilment of military ohli
gat10ns. These deposits are refunded 
upon return to Portugal, provided such 
:eturn _takes place within the period dur
mg which the permission to leave the coun
try is valid; otherwise, they are forfeited 
to the state. 

The treaty of naturalization in force he
t~een the United States and Portugal, 
signed May 7, 1908, provides that Portu
guese citizens who have become citizens 
of the United States shall be recognized as 
su_c~ up~n their return to Portuguese do
mmwns if they have resided in the United 
States 5 years. A naturalized American 
of Portuguese birth is liable to trial and 
puni~h_ment upon return to Portuguese 
domm10ns for an offense against Portu
~uese laws committed before the emigra
!10n, hut not for the emigration itself sav
mg always the limitations of the Ia~s of 
Portugal. If a Portuguese citizen emi
gra!ed after having been enrolled as a re
crmt, whether in the active Army or in the 
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re$erve, the military tax assessed against 
him is doubled and. he becomes liable to 
impressment into active service for a pe
riod of 2 years. If the person assessed is 
a dependent, liability in respect of the 
military tax extends to his parents and 
grandparents. 

35. Sweden 

Subjects of Sweden are liable to per
formance of military duty in and after 
the calendar year in which they reach their 
twenty-first year. 

Article 1 of the convention between the 
United States and Sweden, signed at 
Stockholm January 31, 1933, provides 
that a person possessing the nationality 
of both the high contracting parties who 
habitually resides in the territory of one 
of them and who is in fact most closely 
connected with that party, shall he exempt 
from all military obligations in the terri
tory of the other party. 

Under the naturalization treaty between 
the United States and Sweden and Nor
way, concluded May 26, 1869, a natural-
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ized citizen of the United States formerly 
a subject of Sweden is recognized as an 
American citizen upon his return to the 
country of his origin. He is liable, how
ever, to punishment for an offense against 
the laws of Sweden committed before his 
emigration, saving always the limitations 
and remissions established by those laws. 
Emigration itself is not an offense, but 
non-fulfilment of military duty and deser
tion from a military force or ship are 
offenses. 

A naturalized American who per
formed his military service or emigrated 
when he was not liable to it and who vio
lated no laws before emigrating may 
safely return to Sweden. 

According to the treaty of May 26, 
1869, between the United States and 
Sweden and Norway a naturalized Amer
ican citizen of Swedish origin, upon re
newing his residence in Sweden without 
the intent to return to America, shall be 
held to have renounced his American citi
zenship. The intent not to return to 
America may be held to exist when the 
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person so naturalized resides more than 2 
years in Sweden. 

36. Switzerland 

Article I of the convention between the 
United States and Switzerland, signed at 
Bern on November 11, 1937, provides 
that a person born in the territory of either 
the United States or Switzerland of par
ents who are nationals of the other coun
try, who possesses the nation~lity o~ the 
two countries and who has his habitual 
residence in the country of his birth, shall 
not be held liable by the other country for 
military service or for the payment of 
taxes in lieu thereof even in the case of a 
temporary stay in that country. If, how
ever this stay is protracted beyond the 
peri~d of 2 years, the convention provides 
that the stay shall be presumed to be_ p~r
manent unless the person can show his m
tention of returning to his native land 
shortly after the lapse of that period. 

Every Swiss citizen, except those who 
come within the provisions of the above
mentioned convention, is liable, under 
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Swiss law, to military service from the be
ginning of the year in which he becomes 
20 years of age until the end of the year 
when he becomes 48. With the exception 
of persons whose cases come within the 
provisions of the convention, every Swiss 
of military age who does not perform mili
tary service is subject to an annual tax 
until the end of the year in which he attains 
the age of 48 years, whether or not he re
sides in the Confederation, or to punish
ment for non-payment of the tax if he 
returns to Switzerland. 

According to Swiss law, military taxes 
are barred by limitation in 10 years after 
the year for which they are due. 

If a Swiss citizen renounces Swiss al
legiance in the manner prescribed by the 
Swiss law of June 25, 1903, and his re
nunciation is accepted, his naturalization 
in another country is recognized, but with
out such acceptance he is considered to 
retain Swiss citizenship, which is held to 
descend from generation to generation. 
· Before he returns to Switzerland an 
American citizen of Swiss origin who de
sires to renounce Swiss citizenship should 
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file with the Swiss diplomatic or consular 
representative in whose district h~ r~sides 
a written declaration of renunciat10n of 
his rights to com?Iunal~ can~onal, and, in 
general, Swiss cit1zensh1p, with do~ume?t.s 
showing that he has o~tained for_eign ci!1• 
zenship for himself, wife, and mmor chil
dren and receive the sealed document of 
rele~se from Swiss citizenship through 
the Direction of Justice of the canton of 
his origin. If he neglects to do this, he 
will be regarded by the Swi~s Government 
as a Swiss citizen under Swiss law, and as 
such unless his case comes within the 
abo;e-mentioned convention, will be held 
liable to the performance of military serv
ice or to payment of the military tax, or 
to ;rrest and punishment in case of non
payment of the tax for so long as he con
tinues to remain liable to the payment of 
military taxes. 
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IV. STATUS OF AMERICAN CITI
ZENS IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES 
WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS -
NOT CONCLUDED NATURALIZA
TION TREATIES 

37. While this Government objects to the 
punishment of naturalized Americans by 
fines, forced military service, or impris
onment for any unperformed military 
service which accrued after the entry of 
the naturalized citizen into the United 
States, it can give no assurance that any 
objections which it makes will result in a 
remission or release. 
38. This Government cannot properly 
protest against punishment for any infrac
tion of foreign law committed prior to the 
naturalized American's entry into the 
United States. 
39. Naturalized citizens of the United 
States who come from countries with the 
governments of which the United States 
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has not concluded naturalization _treaties 
h Id before visiting such countries, con-s OU ' • • • f th sider the advisability of mqumng O e 

appropriate authorities thereof w~eth~r 
they will be immune from molestat10n_ m 
such countries under the military-service 
or other laws. The Depart!11ent ?f State 
does not act as intermediary m such 

inquiries. . . b z · d 
The following inf ormatwn is ~ ieve 

to be correct, but is not to be considered 
as official so far as it relates to the laws 
and regulations of a foreign government: 

40. Estonia 

Visas for entry into or transit throu?h 
Estonia must be obtained from a So~1et 
diplomatic or consular represe_ntah~e. 
Information concerning the nat10?ahty 
status in Estonia of persons born m the 
United States of Estonian parents, and of 
persons born in Estonia who later bec~me 
naturalized as citizens of the Umt~d 
States should be obtained f:om the Soviet 
Union through a diplomatic or consul~r 
representative of that country. It IS 

57 



urged that information as to visas and as 
to nationality status be obtained from the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., by 
the person concerned before his depar
ture from the United States. 

41. Finland 

The convention between the United 
States and Finland, signed at Helsinki 
January 27, 1939, regulating military ob
ligations of persons having dual nation
ality provides that a person possessing the 
nationality of both the United States and 
Finland who habitually resides in one of 
the countries and who is in fact most 
closely connected with that country shall 
be exempt from all military obligations in 
the other country. 

Article 11 of law No. 325 of May 9, 
1941, effective July 1, 1941, "Regarding 
the Acquisition and Loss of Finnish Citi
zenship", provides: 

"Unless a person who by right of birth has 
acquired the citizenship of both Finland and 
some foreign country has had his domicile in 
Finland and has performed or commenced to 
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perform regular military service In this coun
try, or has received tuition during at least two 
years in a Finnish or Swedish language_ educa
tional institution in this country, or has had 
other connection with Finland which would 
manifest his solidarity with this country, he 
shall forfeit his Finnish citizenship on attaining 
the age of twenty-two if he is at the time a 
citizen of a foreign country." 

Article 10 of law No. 325 provides 
that a Finnish citizen who is naturalized 
as a citizen of a foreign country upon his 
own application forfeits his• Finnish citi
zenship. 

The Finnish law of June 17, 1927, re
garding the loss of Finnish citizenship was 
repealed by law No. 325 of May 9, 1941. 

42. France 

Persons born in France, or born outside 
of France of French parents, should, be
fore visiting France, consider the desir
ability of inquiring of the nearest French 
consular or diplomatic officer whether 
they will be immune from molestation in 
France under the military-service or other 
laws of that country. 
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American citizens of French origin vis
iting France should understand that a 
French visa of their passport does not re
lieve them from any military or other 
obligations to which they may be liable in 
that country. 

The ordinance of October 19, 1945, 
revises and codifies the French nationality 
laws. The new ordinance brings together 
the basic law of August 10, 1927, and a 
series of subsequent texts of laws which 
amended certain points of the basic law 
concerning the acquisition or the loss of 
French citizenship. 

The French law of October 19, 1945, 
provides as follows concerning the loss of 
French nationality: 

Article 87. A French person who has at
tained his majority shall lose his French na
tionality if he voluntarily acquires a foreign 
nationality. 

Article 88. However, until the expiration of 
a period of 15 years from the time of either his 
enrolment in the active army or his inscription 
in the census tables in case he has been granted 
dispensation from active service, his loss of 
French nationality shall be subject to the au
thorization of the French government. 
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This authorization shall be granted by 
decree. 

The following persons shall not be required 
to solicit any authorization in order to lose 
French nationality: 

1. Persons exempted from military service; 
2. Persons who are bearers of a final dis

charge; 
3. All men, even those who have not pre

sented themselves, after the age when they are 
totally freed of the obligation of military serv
ice, in conformity with the law on army 
recruitment. 

Article 89. During wartime, the length of 
time provided for in the preceding article may 
be modified by decree. 

Regarding persons born in the United States 
of French parents, the loss of their French 
nationality is governed by article 91 of the ordi
nance of October 19, 1945, which reads as 
follows: 

Article 91. A Frenchman, even a minor, who 
having foreign nationality status is authorized 
upon his own request by the French govern
ment to lose his status as a French citizen, loses 
his French nationality. 

This authorization shall be granted by 
decree. 

The minor must be authorized or represented 
as the case may be, under conditions provided 
for in articles 53 and 54. 
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Persons born in the United States of 
French parents who wish to retain their 
American citizenship and renounce their 
French citizenship under the provisions of 
articles 53 and 54 of the law of October 
19, 1945, should inquire at a French con
sulate as to the procedure which should be 
followed in making the petition. It is 
understood that the appropriate applica
tion may be made (1) by the interested 
person himself if he is over 18 years of 
age; (2) by the person concerned, with 
the permission of his legal representative, 
if he is less than 18 years old and over 16; 
or ( 3) by the legal representative of the 
interested minor in the latter's name if he 
is less than 16. 

There is no treaty between the United 
States and France relating to the natural
ization of nationals of one country in the 
other country and there is unfortunately 
a conflict between the laws of the United 
States and France relating to nationality. 
Until persons who were born in the United . 
States of French parents have pursued 
the course mentioned above and are re
leased from French nationality, or are 

62 

able to obtain a safe conduct from a 
French diplomatic or consular officer in 
the United States, they should refrain 
from placing themselves within the juris
diction _of Franc_e. . Should such a person 
place himself withrn that jurisdiction and 
b~ ~equired ~y French law to perform 
military service as a French citizen he 
would cease to be an American citizen 
under t~e pr~visions of Section 401 ( c) of 
t~e Nat10nahty Act of 1940, which pro
vides that nationality of the United States 
shall be lost by entering or serving in the 
armed forces of a foreign state if the per
son concerned has or acquires the nation
ality of such state. 

MILITARY SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE 

On December 22, 1948, there was con
cluded an agreement between the United 
?tates and France regarding military serv
ice. The terms of the agreement, which 
superseded the agreement of February 25 
1948, are as follows: ' 

''.I. It will he considered that citizens of the 
Umted States of America who are also French 
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citizens have fulfilled their military obligations 
in France during the wan~ of 1914-1918 and 
1939-1945 if they have fulfilled the same ob
ligations in the armed forces of the United 
States and can prove the fact by an official doc
ument from the United States authorities. 

"2. It will be considered that French citizens 
who are also citizens of the United States of 
America have fulfilled their military obliga
tions to the United States during the wars of 
1914-1918 and 1939-1945 if they have ful
filled the same obligations in the French armed 
forces and can prove the fact by an official 
document from the French authorities. 

"3. Interested persons will be granted a 
period of two years from the date on which this 
agreement is concluded in which they may 
clarify their status by the production of the 
above-mentioned documents. 

"4. Each of the two governments will de
liver to the citizens of the other government 
who have volunteered in its armed forces dur
ing the wars of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 a 
certificate designed to permit them to clarify 
their status in regard to their country. 

"5. The conditions under which any service 
rendered in the national interest during the 
wars of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 can be con
sidered military service will be left to the joint 
decision of the two governments. A certificate 
specifying the nature of the services rendered 
will be delivered to the interested party when 
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the question arises by the means provided in 
the preceding paragraphs. 
. "6. The provisions of this present agreement 
m no way affect the legal position of interested 
parties in the matter of nationality. 

"7. The present agreement, which super
sedes the agre_ement of February 25, 1948, will 
~ecome effec~1ve immediately, and will remain 
m effect until the expiration of the period of 
two years mentioned in paragraph 3." 

An American woman who marries a 
French citizen after October 19 1945 

. ' ' automatically acquires French nationality 
fr~m the date of her marriage, unless 
pnor to the celebration of the marriage 
she expressly declares that she declines 
French nationality. 

43. Greece 

. _The Greek Government does not recog
mze a change of nationality on the part of 
a former Greek which was made on or 
about January 15, 1914, without its con
sent. Consequently, a former Greek nat
~ralized on or after January 15, 1914, is 
liable to arrest and forced service in the 
Greek Army or Navy upon his return to 
Greece. 
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The Greek Government recognizes a 
change of nationality on the part of a 
former Greek which was made before Jan
uary 15, 1914, provided that such indi
vidual, with a view to having his name 
removed from the register of Greek citi
zens, has informed the Greek Govern
ment of the fact of his foreign natural
ization and received from that Govern
ment recognition of the change of nation
ality. It is understood that such an indi
vidual will not be molested while visiting 
Greece. It is suggested, however, that he 
carry with him his American naturaliza
tion certificate. Inquiry should be made 
of a Greek consular officer in the United 
States as to the procedure which should be 
followed to obtain Greek recognition of 
the change of nationality. 

The Greek Military Code, as amended, 
recently put in effect, provides that Greek 
male nationals, born between 1898 and 
1927, inclusive, coming to Greece on 
Greek passports or on passports of the 
country of their residence, are required, 
upon their departure from Greece at any 
time within one year from the date of ar-
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rival in Greece, to pay to the public treas
ury the sum of 500,000 drachmas ( ap
proximately 50 U. S. dollars) as a pro
visional arrangement of their military 
status. 

Such persons departing from Greece 
after a residence of more than one year, if 
they belong to the military classes of 1924 
and older classes, are required to pay 
800,000 drachmas ( $80) and, if they be
long to the 1925 and subsequent military 
classes, must pay from 1,000,000 to 
2,000,000 drachmas ($100 to $200) de
pending upon the circumstances of their 
cases. 

Persons who have previously served in 
the Greek or in allied armed forces or 
persons who were discharged of their 
Greek military obligations are exempt 
from the above requirements. 

The Department understands that the 
Greek Government regards presumptively 
as Gree_k nationals: 

1. Former Greek nationals naturalized 
abroad after January 15, 1914, with
out authorization of the Greek Gov
ernment; 
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2. Persons who were born abroad of 
Greek parents or parents who were 
considered by the Greek Government 
to have Greek nationality, even though 
they actually may have acquired a for
eign nationality; 

3. Persons of Greek race and religion 
who were former Turkish subjects 
originating from Turkish territory, ex
cept Istanbul, regardless of the date 
when they left Turkey; and 

4. Persons of Greek race and religion 
who were former Turkish subjects 
originating from Istanbul, and who 
left Istanbul before August 1, 1929, 
without regular Turkish passports 
issued by the authorities of the Turkish 
Republic. 

American citizens of Greek origin or 
who were born in territory now forming a 
part of Greece would do well to apply to 
a Greek consular officer in the United 
States before their departure for Greece 
in order to ascertain from him whether by 
placing themselves under the jurisdiction 
of the Greek Government they would sub-
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ject themselves to any alleged obligations 
respecting Greek nationality or Greek 
military service. Particular attention 
should be given to this suggestion by 
American citizens of the groups enumer
ated above who may be regarded as Greek 
citizens by the Greek Government. 

44. Iran 

It is provided in article 988 of the Iran• 
ian nationality law of February 16, 1935, 
that Iranian nationals may not abandon 
their nationality except under the follow
ing conditions: 

1. They must have reached the age 'of 
25 years. 

2. They must have the authorization of 
the Council of Ministers. 

3. They must agree beforehand to 
transfer to an Iranian subject, in some 
manner and within 1 year after the re
pudiation of their Iranian nationality, all 
their rights to the immovable property 
they may own in Iran or which they might 
acquire by inheritance, even if Iranian 
law authorizes foreign nationals to possess 
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immovable property. The wife and 
~ajor or minor children of a person who 
m accordance with this article renounces 
his nationality do not lose their Iranian 
nationality unless the decision of the 
Council of Ministers includes them. 

4. They must have performed their 
military service. 

Persons who in conformity with this 
article proceed with filing an application 
to relinquish their Iranian nationality and 
acquire foreign nationality, in addition to 
fulfilling the provisions of paragraph 3 of 
this article which are applicable to them, 
must leave Iran within a period of 1 year. 
Should they fail to leave within the said 
time-limit, the competent authorities will 
order their expulsion and the sale of their 
properties. In the event that such per
sons should desire in the future to come to 
Iran, it will be necessary to obtain special 
authorization from the Council of Min
isters which may be granted only once 
and for a definite period. 

It is provided in article 989, of the Iran
ian nationality law of February 16, 1935, 
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that the.Iranian Government will not rec
ognize a change of nationality on the part 
of an Iranian subject which was made 
after the year 1901 without the consent of 
the Iranian Government' and that the im
movable property in Iran of an Iranian 
subject naturalized in a foreign state will 
be sold under the supervision of the local 
public prosecutor and the proceeds of the 
sale after the deduction of costs will be 
delivered to him. 

~rticle 2 of the law of entry, exit, and 
residence of foreign nationals in Iran of 
May 10, 1931, which was continued in 
force by the law ofJ anuary 10, 1933, stip
ulates that visas must be refused to those 
persons who are considered Iranian sub
j~cts under Iranian law and who may de
sire to make a trip to Iran with non-Iran
ian nationality papers. Article 3 of the 
same law provides for the deportation of 
persons who may enter Iran contrary to the 
provisions of article 2. 

There is no treaty of naturalization be
tween the United States and Iran defining 
the status while in Iran of former Iranian 
subjects who have become naturalized as 
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American citizens. Consequently no as
surance can be given to such persons that 
any representations made on their behalf 
by the American diplomatic or consular 
officers abroad will be successful. 

45. Italy 

There is no treaty b-3tween the United 
States and Italy defining the status while 
in Italy of former Italians who have be
come naturalized as American citizens 
nor of persons who were born in the 
United States of Italian parents. How
ever, in view of the reduction of the Italian 
armed forces required by the Treaty of 
Peace with Italy dated at Paris February 
10, 1947, which entered into force on 
September 15, 1947, it is not considered 
that American citizens of Italian origin 
who have maintained their principal place 
of abode in the United States will be re
quired to perform military service while 
in Italy. This applies to persons born in 
Italy who become naturalized in the 
United States, persons born in Italy of 
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American parents, and persons born in 
0e {!nited States of Italian parents. It 
1s pomted out, however, that this Govern
:nent cannot properly protest against pun
ishment ~or any infraction of foreign mili
tary service or other laws committed prior 
to a naturalized American's entry into the 
United States. 

Under article IX (3) of the Italian Law 
of June 13, 1912, a person who has lost 
Italian citizenship by having been natural
ized in a foreign state reacquires Italian 
nationality after a residence of two years 
in Italy. Therefore, such persons who 
return to Italy and remain for a period 
of two years are warned that they may re
acquire Italian nationality and in such 
case_ become subject to the provisions of 
Sect10n 404 (a) of the Nationality Act of 
the United States, which reads: 

"Section 404. A person who has become a 
national by naturalization shall lose his na
tionality by: 

" (a) Residing for at least two years in the 
territory of a foreign state of which he was 
formerly a national or in which the place of his 
birth is situated, if he acquires through such 
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residence the nationality of such foreign state 
by operation of the law thereof; . . . ." 

46. Latvi,a 

Visas for entry into or transit through 
Latvia must be obtained from a Soviet 
diplomatic or consular representative. 
Information concerning the nationality 
status in Latvia of persons born in the 
United States of Latvian parents, and of 
persons born in Latvia who later become 
naturalized as citizens of the United 
States should be obtained from the Soviet 
Union through a diplomatic or consular 
representative of that country. It is 
urged that information as to visas and as 
to nationality status be obtained from the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., by 
the person concerned before his depar
ture from the United States. 

4 7. Netherlands 

The Department understands that a 
Netherlands national who is naturalized 
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as a citizen of the United States is not 
thereby released from military obliga
tions in the Netherlands unless such natu
ralization took place before his registra
tion for military service in the Nether
lands, because in this case such registra
tion is not required. If such person is 
naturalized after his registration for mili
tary service in the Netherlands, he may 
petition the Netherlands Minister for War 
for exemption from liability to military 
service. If he is residing in the United 
States such petition has to be made 
through a Netherlands diplomatic or con
sular officer. A person born a citizen of 
the United States under its laws and con
sidered a national of the Netherlands 
under the laws of that country is not by 
reason of his American citizenship exempt 
from military service in the Netherlands. 
He may, however, petition the Nether
lands Minister of War for partial or en
tire exemption. Such petition is decided 
upon the basis of the merits of each case; 
in taking this decision the authorities will 
primarily ascertain in which country peti
tioner has his habitual residence, and 
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which is the country he is most closely re
lated to, the United States or the Nether
lands. 

According to the regulations now in 
force registration for military service will 
generally be required of anyone who at a 
point of time fixed by the Minister of War 
is a resident of the Netherlands. Regis
tration will also be required of anyone 
who after that point of time becomes a res
ident of the Netherlands and has not yet 
reached the age of 25. 

48. Poland 

There is no treaty between the United 
States and Poland defining the status 
while in Poland of former Polish citizens 
who have become American citizens, nor 
of persons who were born in the United 
States of Polish parents. Therefore, al
though it is understood that the Polish 
Government has not followed the practice 
of questioning the nationality of United 
States citizens holding American pass
ports duly visaed by a Polish consular of
ficer abroad, naturalized American citi-
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zens of Polish origin and persons born in 
the United States of Polish parents who 
have never been naturalized as citizens of 
the United States may find it advisable if 
they intend to visit Poland to inquire of 
a diplomatic or consular representative of 
that country as to the status they would 
have should they enter Poland. This De
partment does not act as the intermediary 
in such requests. 

The Polish Government takes the posi
tion that all persons born abroad of Polish 
parents are Polish citizens exclusively re
gardless of date of birth. Previously the 
Polish Government had held that only 
those children born abroad of Polish par
ents subsequent to the promulgation of 
the Polish nationality law of January 31, 
1920, would be considered to possess 
Polish citizenship exclusively. Ameri
can citizens of Polish parentage who are 
contemplating trips to Poland are advised 
to consider carefully the new Polish inter
pretation of Polish nationality law and 
the possible difficulties which might be en
countered in returning to the United 
States. It is understood that the Polish 
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Government has inaugurated a policy of 
denying permission to leave Poland to 
dual nationals, that is, to persons who 
possess both American and Polish nation
ality. 

Each American national entering Po
land should immediately, in person or by 
mail, notify the American Embassy at 
Warsaw of his arrival, the number of his 
passport, and his address. Subsequent 
changes of address should also be 
promptly communicated to that office. 

49. Rumania 

In view of the alteration in the consti
tutional structure of the Rumanian Gov
ernment which occurred on December 30, 
194 7, with the abdication of King Michael 
and the establishment of the Rumanian 
People's Republic, some uncertainty ex
ists as to what are the present laws of 
Rumania pertaining to nationality and 
military service. There is no treaty be
tween the United States and Rumania de
fining the status, while in Rumania, of 
former Rumanian citizens who have been 
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naturalized in the United States nor of 
persons who were born in the United 
States of Rumanian parents. The De
partment is therefore not in a position to 
advise such persons what their status will 
be in Rumania in relation to their liability 
under the military service or other laws 
of that country. These · persons are 
warned that if they make a trip to Ru
mania, the Department can give no assur
ances to them that they will be free from 
molestation due to their standing under 
such laws of Rumania. Inquiry concern
ing these matters might be made of the Ru
manian Legation, Washington, D. C. 
This Department does not act as an inter
mediary in such inquiries. It should be 
particularly borne in mind, moreover, 
that final determination of all matters con
cerning Rumanian nationality is made 
only by the appropriate authorities in 
Rumania. 

Each American national entering Ru
mania should immediately, in person or 
by mail, notify the American Legation at 
Bucharest of his arrival, the number of 
his passport, and his address. Subse-
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quent changes · of address should also be 
promptly communicated to that office. 

50. Spain 

According to information in possession 
of the Department prior to the outbreak 
of World War II, it was the view of the 
Spanish Government with reference to 
former Spanish subjects who have ac
quired foreign nationality by naturaliza
tion that while the quality of being a Span
iard was lost by naturalization in another 
country, distinction must be made as to 
whether the said naturalization took place 
prior to or subsequent to the attainment 
of the age fixed for conscription in the 
Spanish Army. In the first instance the 
interested persons were exempt from 
performing their military service in 
Spain, but if the said naturalization was 
secured within the period in which he was 
liable for military service, the interested 
person remained obligated to perform his 
military service in Spain and in case of 
failure to do so incurred penal responsi-
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bility under the same conditions as any 
Spaniard who had not lost his nationality. 

The Department has been informed that 
there has been no change in the view of 
the Spanish Government in this matter. 

51. Syria and Lebanon 

The Government of the United States 
has recognized the independence of Syria 
and of Lebanon. A Minister from each 
of these countries is now stationed in 
Washington, and an American Minister 
has been accredited to both of those Gov
ernments. The rights of the United 
States and its nationals in Syria and Leb
anon as defined in the convention between 
the United States and France dated April 
4, 1924 (Treaty Series 695; 43 Stat. 
1821) will remain unchanged pending 
the conclusion of new accords between 
the United States and Syria and Lebanon 
respectively. Article 2 of the convention 
of 1924 provided that the United States 
and its nationals shall have and enjoy all 
the rights and benefits secured under the 
terms of the mandate to members of the 



League of Nations · and their nationals, 
notwithstanding the fact that the United 
·states was not a member of the League of 
Nations. Article 3 provided that vested 
American property rights in the man
dated territories shall be respected and in 
no way impaired. 

Article 34 of the Treaty of Lausanne, 
signed on July 24, 1923, between the 
Allied Powers and Turkey provides as 
follows: 

"Subject to any agreements which it may be 
necessary to conclude between the Governments 
exercising authority in the countries detached 
from Turkey and the Governments of the ~oun
tries where the persons concerned are resident, 
Turkish nationals of over eighteen years of age 
who are natives of a territory detached from 
Turkey under the present Trea!y, and wh_o on 
its coming into force are habitually resident 
abroad, may opt for the nationality of the ter
ritory of which they are natives, if they belong 
by race to the majority of the population of that 
territory, and subject to the consent of the Gov
ernment exercising authority therein. This 
right of option must be exercised within two 
years from the coming into force of the present 
Treaty." 
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Under the above-quoted provisions cer
tain persons of Syrian or Lebanese origin, 
habitually resident abroad on the entrance 
into force of the Treaty of Lausanne (Au
gust 30, 1924), had the right to opt for 
Syrian or Lebanese nationality during the 
2-year period between August 30, 1924, 
and August 30, 1926. In the event such 
person did not opt for Syrian or Lebanese 
nationality they were considered, under 
the terms of the treaty, to have retained 
their Turkish nationality. It is under
stood that many persons of Syrian or 
Lebanese origin, habitually resident 
abroad, did not exercise their right of op
tion within the prescribed period. 

On May 29, 1937, the Turkish Govern
ment and the French Government, the lat
ter acting on behalf of the mandated terri
tories of Syria and of Lebanon, entered 
into a further agreement on this subject. 
The pertinent provisions of this agreement 
read as follows: 

"Persons of Syrian or Lebanese origin who 
were established abroad on August 30, 1924, 
and have neglected to opt within the time limits 
fixed in Article 34 of the Treaty of Lausanne 
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for the nationality in force in their country of 
origin may exercise this right of option within 
a period of one year as from the date of the 
adoption of the present provisions." 

The effect of this agreement was merely 
to renew, as from May 29, 1937, to May 
29, 1938, the right which persons of 
Syrian or Lebanese origin had been 
granted by article 34 of the Treaty of 
Lausanne to opt for the nationality m 
force in their country of origin. 

Under Ottoman law the right of an Ot
toman subject to acquire foreign nation
ality was not recognized unless the prior 
consent of the Ottoman Government had 
been obtained. Since the nationality 
laws in force in Syria and in Lebanon 
were based on the old Ottoman law, diffi
culties arose soon after World War I with 
respect to the right of the United States 
to extend protection in Syria and in Leb
anon to American naturalized citizens of 
Syrian or Lebanese origin. With a view 
to clarifying this situation the American 
Consulate General at Beirut and the 
French High Commission in that city con
cluded an agreement by exchange o~ notes 

84 

dated November 15 and December 2 
' 1921. Under the terms of that agree-

ment recognition was given to the right of 
the American Government to extend pro
tection to naturalized American citizens 
of Syrian or Lebanese origin who, under 
American law, were entitled to such pro
tection. The Department has no reason 
to believe that the present governments of 
Syria and of Lebanon will not continue to 
give effect to the agreement. 

Accordingly, American citizens of Syr
ian or Lebanese origin who visit their 
native countries temporarily, and who 
under American law are entitled to receive 
protection, will presumably continue to 
be regarded as American citizens by the 
Syrian and Lebanese authorities. 

(a) Effect upon American citizenship 
of option for Syrian or Lebanese citizen
ship. The exercise of option for Syrian 
or Lebanese nationality by naturalized 
American citizens of Syrian or Lebanese 
origin would be inconsistent with the ob
ligations which they assumed when, in ob
taining naturalization as citizens of the 
United States, they swore allegiance to the 
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United States and renounced allegiance 
to the states of which they were formerly 
nationals. The exercise of such option by 
naturalized American citizens of Syrian 
or Lebanese origin would also endanger 
their status and rights as citizens of the 
United States. 

( b) Property rights. It has been the 
understanding of the Department that the 
laws in force in Syria and in Lebanon per
mitted foreigners to inherit real property 
there, provided that the law of the country 
of which the foreigner was a national ac
corded similar rights to nationals of Syria 
and of Lebanon. It was also understood 
by the Department that American citizens 
of Syrian or Lebanese origin would be 
permitted to inherit real property in Syria 
and in Lebanon, provided that the laws of 
the state of which such citizens were resi
dents accorded a similar right to nationals 
of Syria and Lebanon. The Department 
has no reason to believe that the laws of 
the present governments of Syria and of 
Lebanon pertaining to the inheritance of 
real property have been changed so as to 
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differ from the Department's prev10us 
understanding of the matter. 

52. Turkey 

Under Turkish law a person born of 
Turkish parents, whether in Turkey or 
abroad, is a Turkish citizen, and if on 
Turkish territory is considered by the 
Turkish Government to owe all the obli
gations of Turkish citizenship. 

The right of Turkish citizens to acquire 
foreign nationality is not recognized 
under Turkish law except upon the prior 
special authorization of the Turkish Gov
ernment, which is granted only to persons 
who have performed their active military 
service. Turks who have obtained spe
cial authorization to adopt foreign citi
zenship are required to leave Turkey 
within the period of a year from the date 
of this authorization, to transfer their 
dornicil and center of business outside of 
Turkey, and to liquidate their property. 
Those who fail to leave Turkey and liqui
date their property within the I-year pe-• 
riod will be expelled and the liquidation 
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of their property effected by the Turkish 
Government. Should such persons de
sire to return to Turkey the Council of 
Ministers may upon the report of the con
sulate to which application has been made 
grant them permission to do so for one 
time only and for a period of not more 
than 3 months. 

Persons considered Turkish citizens 
under Turkish law who are not natural
ized in accordance with the procedure out
lined above are not recognized by the 
Turkish Government as having lost their 
Turkish nationality. In practice if such 
persons enter Turkish territory, their for
eign passports and, whenever possible, 
their naturalization certificates are taken 
up and temporarily retained by the Turk
ish authorities, and a record of their cases 
is kept. They are thereafter duly de
prived of their Turkish citizenship and 
required to leave the country. The for
mality of declaring such persons deprived 
of their Turkish citizenship may take sev
eral months, and during that time they are 
not permitted to travel. The return to 
Turkey of persons deprived of their Turk-
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ish citizenship is prohibited. The fact 
that a person has obtained a Turkish visa 
does not exempt him from the liabilities 
above described. 

Alien women married to Turks become 
Turkish citizens under Turkish law. 
Turkish women married to aliens remain 
Turks. The marriage of an alien woman 
to a Turk does not affect the citizenship of 
children born to her in a previous mar
riage with an alien. Should their father 
not be alive, however, minors follow the 
citizenship of their mother. 

53. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

According to the Department's infor
mation, persons formerly Russian or So
viet nationals, who have not obtained per
mission of the Soviet Government to re
nounce Russian or Soviet allegiance are 
ordinarily considered by the Soviet au
thorities as Soviet nationals upon their 
return to the Soviet Union even though 
such persons may have been naturalized 
as citizens of the United States. While 
the Government of the United States does 
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not admit in principle the right of a for
eign country to claim the continued al
legiance of a former national who has 
been naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States, the Department, in the absence of 
a treaty of naturalization with the Soviet 
Union, can give no assurance that such a 
person would not be treated as a citizen 
of the Soviet Union should he place him
self within the jurisdiction of that coun
try. In this connection, it should be 
noted that permission for Soviet citizens 
to depart from the Soviet Union must be 
obtained from the competent officials of 
the Soviet Union. 

Naturalized American citizens of Rus
sian or Soviet origin and persons born in 
the United States of Russian or Soviet 
parents, whether or not the latter have ever 
been naturalized as American citizens, 
may find it advisable if they intend to visit 
the Soviet Union to inquire of a diplo
matic or consular representative of the 
Soviet Union as to the status they would 
have should they enter the Soviet Union. 
It should be borne in mind, however, that 
final determination of all matters concern-
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ing Soviet citizenship is made only by the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
U.S.S.R. 

Each American national entering the 
Soviet Union should immediately, in per
son or by mail, notify the American Em
bassy at Moscow of his arrival, the num
ber of his passport, and his address. 
Subsequent changes of address should 
also be promptly communicated to that 
office. 

The Department has been advised that, 
according to a Soviet decree of February 
15, 1947, marriages between citizens of 
the Soviet Union and foreigners are for-
bidden. . 

54. Yugoslavia 

Persons born in the United States of 
Yugoslav parents are regarded by Yugo
slavia as Yugoslav nationals under Yugo
slav law. Under the laws of Yugoslavia 
naturalization of Yugoslav citizens in ~ 
foreign country is not recognized by 
Yugoslavia as causing the loss of Yugo
slav nationality unless the consent of that 
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Government is first obtained. There
fore, persons born in the United States 
whose Yugoslav fathers have been natu
ralized in the United States may be re
garded by Yugoslavia as citizens of Yugo
slavia. American citizens who may be 
regarded by Yugoslavia as Yugoslav citi
zens are warned that in case they should 
enter that country they will become sub
ject to the laws of Yugoslavia. Specific 
information may presumably be obtained 
by such persons as to their liabilities 
under the military service or other laws 
of Yugoslavia from a diplomatic or con
sular representative of Yugoslavia in the 
United States. This Department does not 
act as an intermediary in requests for such 
information. It should be particularly 
borne in mind that final determination of 
all matters concerning Yugoslav nation
ality is made only by the appropriate 
authorities in Yugoslavia. 
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