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This publication is in the nature of an anthology 
of the ideas of General Juan Peron, -and by 
assembling sente;nces fro'm his speeches, it is, more_
over, an aiithentic and didactic exposition of the 
movement which he started. 

General Peron does not offer abstract ideas, 
bid always fallows the path of deeds. '/.'here fore it 
is not ,easy to extract from his speeches isdlated 
sentences which swrn up his political beliefs. An 
ex,ecutive by nat,wre, to him the idea and its, realiz
ation are one and the same thing. For this re,ason 
his doctrine is f oiinded on actio1\, and is cd the 
same tinw an original theory ancl a practical rpro
position. Oonseqiiently the theory of a movemerit 
towards the recov,ery of the co\untry which he leads. 
cannot be a lifeless gover.nment itself, the essential 
theor1) of which almost always goes beyond its mere 
execution to constitute a doctrine of undeniably 
great philosophical vaJlue. 

It coµ,ld not be otherwise if it be taken into 
account that its attitude is derived from lasting 
values, a humane conceptio.n of man's relation to 
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the Infinite, and of tli e rel.fl,tion of all things lo 
ma . And it is this attitiide whiah, in spite of its 
inveter'ate nationalism sets the Peron JJ,f overnent ' . part from otlver clo trines of th1'.s kind, for its 
p,rof ouncl. preoccupation with ,universal problems 
incorporated' in its conceptidn and originciting in 
its f iindainentally hiimane inspimtio.n. 

This difference is worth considering to be able 
fo judge fairly, and at their true valiie, the profou:id 
se;ntiments :of the Revolution which the Argentine 
Replnblic is passing throngh at the prese,nt tfrr11e. 

With the exception of t,he Russian Revolution 
whic7( aims at universal expansion, almost all those 
which hav.e occ'.U,rred in this country have been 
related to the r,esforation of national orde;r which, 
as those who led them have reiterµted, made them 
1insuitable for iother ends. Further-more, apart from 
other substa,ntial dif f.eren0es, the Argentine Revo
liition i;an be distinguished from a.Zl these, in that 
it stems from, as its ieade1• has declared, the only 
sentiment which is constructive, that is to say, love. 
Therefore, it is confronted with! th · eternal striigglc 
between right and w1'0ng; between social jiistiee 
(l,,nd injustice; an evei: resent} ,pi·oblem in all coiin
tries and at all tiine, which gives Ge'Yl!eral Peron 
tl e. right to speak toi the men rof all nations to tell 

them that they may be saved if, thus, salvation be 
bi·ought about by a magnificent and nniversal fnnity. 

The Peron Movement ve-ers neither to the rigl t 
.nor t 1o the left. It cannot be comprehended in such 
terminology. Man is born on earth (without 
po?itical distinctions) that he. may be offered every 
opportiiny for the 'P,urp:ose of fulfilling his destiny. 
This is ai vital point in General Peron's theory. He 
kndivs very well that becaus~ ma;n, has a sou.l, he has 
transcendental ,aims, aniJJ that if his niaterial nee-ds 
must be satisfied, his spirit also searches after 
righteousness. JI e se-eks econ()llnic independence for 
the Argentine Republic, 'Yllot merely in a spirit of 
autocracy but- rather because an organi,,ation 
founded on solidarity, which is his main object, 
would not be sufficiently sound, without first 
achieving the econoniic independence of the country. 

The ]],evolutvon th1-ough which the Argentine 
Repub1lic is passing at this time, when the world 
is plunged in darkness, is 1wt the result of" individ
ualistic ideas, and has nothing to do witLi socialist 
doctrines whi0Ji in putting the State 'before the 
individual weakens the former and destroys the 
Za.tter. 

Tlve ArgentiJie Reuol1.ition proclaims social jus
tice which transcends individual nat:idns, enibraces 
all ~nankind, ,and passes froin man to ma:n,, like the 



fiindamental element of brotherhood, which arises 
frmn the convictio~ that man is made in tlio image 
of God. It points, oiit the only road to Salvation in 
this criiciaZ houn in the history df the world. The 
Arg.entines have known how to find it. Their 
greatest ambition is that the sons of all nations 
should do likewise. 

The sentences s·elected from General Peron's 
speeches have been arranged in groups which repres
ent the vital points of the National Revolution. Each 
extr1a?t bears the date of its prorvouncement, thus 
showing the consistency of General Perm's ideas 
from the first mome.nt lup to the present time; the 
identifying of the candidate with the governor -
of the. man with the, leader. At! the same time each 
extract bears its corresponding heading. 

. We believe we ar,e presenting in this way the 
first and purest expression of the ideas and motives 
of the. National Per6.n Revolidian, with the patriotic 
obj.ect of reinforcing fhe reader's faith i~ it and in 
its leaifor, which means his faith in the great destiny 
of the Argentines. 

CENTRO U"mvERSITARIO ARGEN'l'INO. 
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"I MYSELF WILL INFORM 
OPINION ... " 

I shall never forget a lesson I received when I 
was still a child. I was arguing with a grown up 
about\ the truth of a certain statement I had read 
in the newspaper. 

This person l ad a dog which he called Lion. 
«Look, my friend», he said to me, and then 

turning to the dog he called, Lio.n, Lion, Lion! and 
the dog came to him. 

«Do you see?» he remarked to me, «I say Lion 
and it comes to me, but\ it is not a lion, it is a dog». 

Since then when I am reading or I hear about 
anything, the first thing r do is to find out for 
myself if it is so or not. So that what is said to be 
a lion may not turn out to be a dog. 

I want to pass on this advice to all Argentines 
of good faith, because I have discovered that 
nowadays there are many malicious people who wish 
to deceive public opinion, genera;lly with criminal 
intentions. 



BASIS AND PRINCIPLES 

We know very well where we, are going and what 
we want; we shall achieve in inflexibly. - PERON 
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WE HAVE DONE NOTHING MORE THAN 

our d·uty as Argentines, and we declare 
that we shall continue in this so as to 
oppose all that which is not for the 
good of the o,own,try and the well-being 
of the people. - PER6N. 

THE ARGEl'JTINE REPUBLIC 

We are thinking of the new Argentine Repu
blic, deeply Christian and profoundly humane. 

(December 28th, 1945) 

GOD · 
r 

The world of the future· :wi+l be only for those 
who possess the virtues which God inspires as the 
guiding star in the lives of men. 

( September 9th, 1944) 

ORIGIN 

The Argen1;ine Republic is the outcome of the 
Spanish colonization and conquest which brought 
to ,our shores, · linked by one ideal, the Cross and 
the Sword. And at the present time it seems as if 
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this extraordinary union of spiritual forces and 
power has retur;ned to represent the two greatest 
forces in mankind - the Gospel and the Sword. 

'. t. 
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( J'lllne 28th, 1944) 

...... 
For us race is n_ot a biological conception. For 

US. it is purely spiritual. It consists of a number of 
indefinable elements which make us what we are, 
and which impel us to be what we should be bv 
origin and destiny. It is that which dissuooes ~~ 
from copying other communities who are essentially 
different from ourselves but whom with Christian . ' 
charity we p rofess to understand and respect. To 
us race means that hall-mark is indefinably but 
n.nmistaka~ly, s_tamped on our people. 

(October •12th, 1947) ,.. 
SPIRIT 

The Argentine Republic, joint-heiress of Spa
nish spirituality, opposes the blind impulses of force 
a,n_d. riches with the life-giving supremacy of the 
sp1nt. 

'1.-~~~ .i;i,4.l:-:_ ·,,',,l '• (Oc.tober 12th, 1947) 
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UNITY j . •'' 

The armed, economic and creative forces, bound 
together by a sound communal culture are the 
foundation upon which we should build our future 
so as to maintain our country irl economic freedom 
and political sovereignty. 

(September 6th, 1944) 

MEN r -

The coUJ1try is fonned primarily of men, and 
neither land nor machinery nor money are factors 
which can be put before man, who suffers and 
works: and without whom none of these has any 
value. 

( August 10th, 1944,l 

LEADERSHIP 

In leading a country, one leads nien, men of 
flesh and blood; men who suffer whether they 
like it or n.ot, and who die, mf)n who are ends in 
themselves, not merely mea:o.s to an end. Men who 
must be what they are and not otherwise; men, in 
short, who are searching for what we call happines,;. 

(December 15th; 1944) 



THE LEADER 

He who aims at leadership, or whom circums
tances have placed in the position of leader of a 
country must first know it well and then understand 
it; and woe unto him who stops at that for it is 
absolutely necessary to feel with it. At first it is 
led with, love and enthusiasm, later with skill and 
finally with knowledge. But it must be remembered 
that the works of man, when born of love, are like 
children, more perfect and more beautiful. 

( _;fogiist .11th, 1944) 

CREATION 
. ',, ) 1, . . , ... .. ~ 

Man has a creative mission· to live and to be . ' 1s to create, is to produce great works; to exist and 
to preserve oneself is to move among the things 
whic.h have already been done by others. 

( June 10th, 1944) 

WORKERS 

We can divide the population into two cate
gories - the men who work and those who live on 
th() workers. So far as this situation is concerned, 
we are openly on the; side of the workers. 

( July 17th, 1944) 

OATH I 

When I defend those who work and suffer to 
mould and shape the greatness of the Nation, I 
defend the country in fulfilment of the oath that 
I pledge with my life. And one's life is of little 
account when it has to be offered at the altar of 
the country. 

(Decembe,r 2nd, 1943) 

THE COMMON WEAL 

We do not support the worker against healthy 
capital, nor do we support the monopolists against 
the working class; we encourage solutions that 
benefit equally the workers, commerce and industry, 
because our only· interest is the good of the country. 

CLASSES 
' C 

< t 11 ••• .. , . 
(October 15th, 1944) 

Class distinctions were created to provoke 
discord, but discord destroys values. 

SOCIAL POLICY 
J.L .. -, L 

,", l'f 1
1 'jJ'-

(No'tlember 14th, 1943) 

Our movement is a movement of United Christ
ianity. We do not lean towards any tendencies; all 



we consider is a s9cial policy, directed for the g?od 
of the Argentine workers, and at the same time 
we reject the egoism of those who do not under
stand us. 

(December 29th, 1945) 

COMMUNAL.LIFE 

Those who represent capital and those who are 
the workers should adjust their relationship to 
more Christian rules of Community life and mutual 
respect for each other as fellow human beings. 

(May 30th, 1944) 
i,/ __. 'I ,._ ._ I ■ 

EQUITY t J ;;: -,,;• ~ ,.. ~tfi" . 

The unrest of the masses is the result of social 
injustice. The remedy for this is not to be fo1;1nd 
in deceiving them or subjecting them by foree, 
but granting them justice.t 

( August 10th, 1944} 

JUSTICE 

We are seekin" Justice with retribution and 
t:, • • 

we steadfastly and inexorably oppose the explo1tmg 
of .man by man. 

( July 23rd, 1944) 

WEALTH 

Thinking of the modern State, no one any 
longer believes that the wealth and power of a 
country is represented by its store of gold or the 
value of its deposits. The wealth of a country 
depends on the degree of organization reached by 
its human) element, with its spirit of initiative and 
its capacity for iwork; onl the area and fertility of 
its soil; on its industrial plants; on its technical 
progress, and the development of its technic"al
scientific · research; on its network of roadways 
and railways and means of transport which help 
easy distribution and sound honest dealing; on 
adequate credit and a finan,cial footing which 
enables the whole system to run smoothly; and, 
finally, on a state of social harmony and concord. 
On this group o:f ideas, not forgetting the degree 
of importance of each point mentioned, the national 
economy must be based on the fact that all 
fundamental components be controlled by the State. 

( June 26th, 1946,' 
l, . 

AUTHORiTY 

We are beginning by recovering for t 
- which together with' the emp1oyers and 



make up a third of every social problem - that 
principle of authority which had been neglecte~d 
out of indifference, incapacity or deliberately. No 
one will be able to deny the knowledge of what 
he is expected to do in the future. 

( A u,giist 11th, 1944) 

THE ARGENTINE REVIVAL 

ItJ must be remembered that before the National 
Congress I said that the evolution of human institu~
ions and the trying-out 1of political and economic 
theories, justifies a new plan tending to facilitate 
the proper balance between the individual and the 
State, which might be the beginning of what we 
might call the Argentine rebirth. 

(February 24th, 1947) 

STATE ECONOMY ! ■ ' 

Traditionally, and in a dogmatic manner, ouT 
political economy rested on the conviction that the 
State shoula'refuse to take any part in the exercising 
of industrial activity. E xperience has shown us, 
however, that it is impossible for a young and 
vigorous economy such as ours is, to wait until 
private enterprise reaches the necessary maturity; 
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or, without taking adequate precautions, to entr:ust 
to private initiative enterprises or riches closely 
connected with State concerns. 

( June 26th, 1946) 

TRADITION AND CHARACTER 

The State should improve conditions in the 
home, the school and labour conditions, as these 
~re. t:ie great influences in the moulding of the 
md1v1dual character, and according to these influ
ences the habits and customs of the community will 
be formed in the national tradition. 

(December S9th, 1915) 

DEMOCRACY 

It is natural that these achievements should 
come up against the problem of politics and for 
this r~aso;11 I consider it ' indispensable to ratify 
our faith m the democratic and republican institut
ions which govern us, since there is no lack of 
adverse opinions which proclaim its failure to 
satisfy, under the present economic interdependence 
the vita1 needs of the individuals. ' · 

(February 24th, 194'7) 
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THE PARTY '1·~ : ~ ,' 1 ~~ 1 

I t is to create a really intellige1:1~ idealistic 
party that we wish to organize our political ~orces, 
a party witli profoundly human sent1me:1ts, without 
which the masses become the helpless mstruments 
o{ men who may be enlightened, or who may be 
wretched and self-seeking. 

MORALE ' . ,, 
(December 1st, 1947) 

But we are not all born gifted' with sufficient 
morn.l balance to adjust ,ourselves with a good grace 
to the standards of a sound communal life. We 
cam10t all preven the divergencies of_ perso1:1al 
interests from degenerating into an egoism wh1c? 
exploits the right of the rest, and drives us to cu~ta1l 

·the liberty of others. And it is here where nght 
can :plainly ):le di[stinguished from wrong, that the 
i 1'fle "ible wuthority of the State should come to 
\ e 11escue and rectify the faults ~f ind\iv,iduals, ~,nd 
supplY, the moral resources which were lackmg,, 
and .w 1i h should guid<; the actiml f eacJ1 one 
of us, if we ish society in the future to 1:>e a:n7 
bc'lter ilban a concentration axup or g~guntic 
cemetery. 

nw~t!~ ,\ _. 1
1 
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( Sept&mber 6th, 1944} 
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FRATERNITY . . ' ,,_ 

The Revolution of June 4th has preached 
unceasingly the unity of the Argentine people. 
Tl~e purpose of this exho.rtation is evident: the 
endeavour to abolish the isolation of class distinc
tions whic11 exist in our midst. To search solely 
for the well-being of each one of thero. without 
taking into account either the prosperity or misery 
o:£ other people, because when tho people of a. 
country obey only selfish impulses, ignoring tho 
common weal, which is the brother.hood of man, 
it violates law and a state ,of progress, and is 
threatened with national decomposition and public 
death. 

FAITH 
( August 11th, 1946) 

A people without hope end in losing their 
faith; and when a country loses its faith, no one 
can predict its future. 

( Augwst 11th, 1944) 

RIGHTS AND LIBERTY 

It is necessary to resist weakness, cowardice 
and indifference. Each of us has to defend his 



position in life, andlhe who cannot do so, will be the 
puppet of a fate which.can be neither gratifying nor 
honourable. The country is going through a time 
of struggle and conflict. We are living in an era 
fit for brave! men, not cowards. Each of us has to 
defend his rights if he is a free citizen of this 
Republic in which the first way to be free is to 
feel free, and the second to defend freedom in 
every way that he can. 

(September 12th, 1945) 

ECONOMY AND LIBERTY 

Freedom must be achieved through work hy 
first of all giving man economic liberty, which is 
a fundamental necessity. We are not in favo11r of 
the 011.e-sided freedom which has existed since long 
ago, and which affords the rich the liberty to do 
what they will, and the poor only one choice : to 
die of starvation. 

(December 29th, 1945) 

ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 

Economic independence means that there will 
no longer be limits to the enjoyment of our wealth, 
but that it will be shared among all the inhabitants 

of the country according to their contribution 
towards the general prosperity, and that each one 
of them shall hold his economic destiny ~n his own 
hands, and th~s be directly, or indirectly, a forger 
of the economic grandeur of the Nation. 

( July 9th, 1947) 

ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL WELFARE . . 
L, I I 

In orde~ to rouso_ the nation from its lethargy 
and stagnat1011, we wish to set forth in pursuit of 
economic and social conquests ; without economic 
conquests social conquests could not last and would 
rapidly disappea/ And without social and economic 
conquests, political disturbances would continue as 

as been proved in the history of all countrie~ in 
all times. 

( Jarw,ary 8th, 1947) 

TRAINING 

Bu~ so that the bettering of the working classes 
can be mtegrated, so that is comprehends all their 
spheres of action1 it is absolutely necessary that the 
worker sh,ould improve his mind, and increase his 
capacity for production, because by the former he 
would justify the rise in the social scale, which 



we desire and claim for the working class, and by 
the latter he would immediately receive better wages 
as a result of his greater and better production. 

( Ji,ly 23rd, 1944) 

ETERNAL VALUES 
4 

V 

It is also neccssa,ry to expand riches of the 
spirit towards that which constitutes the ete;r al 
values, and which are what will unite, if necessary, 
the millions ,o,f Argentines in defence of their 
country at whatever cost of sacrifice. ' 

( July 26th, 1947) 

ORGANIZATION 

Civilised life in general, and economic life in 
particJ:uar, in the same way as human }ife itself, 
dies ' out when the organization of the cells which 
compose it is deficient. For that reason I have 
always believed that the spirit of professional 
intercourse shou1a be encouraged and that one 
shou,la stJniulate the orgamsmg of numerous 
1w £e sional eiitH,ies aware of their duties in such 
a way \hat they arc converted into collaborators in 
c\\'ery action tending to exte-i;tding justice and to 

• 
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in?r_easing the prestige o:£ the symbols of natio ality; 
ra1s111g them above ideological and political conflicts. 

(December 2nd, 1943) 

GUILDS 

'l'he ol'ganizatio11 of the ,vorkors is for us the 
?asis_ of our pr ocedure, since we cannot go and 
mqmre of every one ,of the ·workers what arc his 
· articular needs and what the good works we should 
carry out. That is why we need to organize the 
workers, and why these organizations should be 
represented by genuine wor:kers. 

( June J,7' t,h, 194j_) 

THE INDUSTRIALISTS 

_Nor arc we forgetting the power of employment,, 
l:iecause that represents the greatness .of the country, 
and we do not want the employers to feel they al'c 
threatened by non-existent dangers. 

(September 9th, 1944) 

PASSIVITY IS NOT POSSIBLE 
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of disinteoratin()' l h 1 • . 
. d"ff "' "'' Ip eava s m which eooism and 
m 1. erence to the needs of th 0 

In the face of such 1 o ers are uppermost. 
be suicidal to . an e ~quent lesson it would 

. remam passive and p · t · 
attitude of «wait and see». ersis - m an 

(December 31st, 1943) 

PEACE 

Only a constructive p 
a struggle whicJ1 destr eace can sa:7e humanity, 
and moral values will oys alll material, spiritual 

never iave that effect. 

XENOPHOBIA 
( Jitly 6th, 1947) 

'. 11!-

we have no racial . d. 
and good will will 1 preJu ices. lVIen of decency 
and g()nerous count~y~ays be welcome in this good 

OUR FIGHT FOR INTEGRITY 
(December 8th, l945) 

We lmow that we f h . 
forces, never mor are ig, tmg against powerful 
because they wer! powerful than they are today 
fightincr with 1 lnever so wealthy. But we ar~ 

1, " oya weapons and "th ran.,r against all 1 . wi our front 
specu ation, against all those who 
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sell or buy the country, in the ]lope that the future 
of the lancLmay be made safe wit:h economic honesty 
and equal distribution of riches among the people. 

(October 3rd, ' 1945) 

UNITED EFFORT 
,, 

At this time of recuperation of all value, all 
the forces of the countries should be united. He 
who is, or who feels himself, an Argentine cannot 
hold back from this restoration. Everyone should 
give of himself what-ever he has to give. He who 
has :;;trong arms, his strength; he who has braim 
should use them; and he who has a safe full of 
money should co:Qtribute his gold. 

( .Aug11st 11th, 1944) 

THE COUNTERSIGN •, I ' 

I believe that revindications, like revolutions, 
are not proclaimed, but are simply accomplished. 
And this act of accomplishment which induced us 
always to prefer men of action to theorists, was 
our strict watch-}Vord in our actions for the State. 
I hav~ been faithful to her because I understand 
that deeds are better than words, and fulfilment 
better than promises. 

(May 1s.t, 1944) 
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ST ATE , 

The growing complexity .of industrjal economy, 
the sterile political or ideological dispersion, the 
play of unlimited ambitions or of intentions that 
are hostile to NatioJ;1.al Sovereignty are all factors 

th t cannot be allowed free play. PER6N. 



MuTABILITY 

NEITHER EXPLOITATION BY SOME NOR 

compulsion by others. To grant rig'hts 
and to &act obligations, maintained 
careful and protective by a· ju.st state 
constit1btes the real S'!l!'lnimit of national 
aspiration. - PER6N. 

'' ■ , .,. • 
■ • ., ■ 

No regime, examined in details of its organiz
ation is unchangeable, although, it is possible to 
discover laws and universal principles; its applic
ation is susceptible to diverse forms according to 
the place and time of its existence. 

( Septembet 6th, 1944) 

THE INACTIVE STATE 

The policy of -:inaction on the part of the State 
was to stand in front of' isouited, unp r.otccted and 
economically weak citizens. in order to destroy 
productive power and to obtain, by contrast, 
comp etc con.trol. .. 

-~ a. 

-. (December 2nd, 1943) 
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ANARCHISM 
._ •~ ..-_. I 

,JI 

!lie_ corollary of indifference was anarchical 
s.i'.ndicahsm, a ~ociety simply formed for resistance, 
:vith no ~ther aim than that of opposing the intrans
ig;ent attitude o~ the employers and the indifference 
of the State with a concentration of hatred anll 
resentment. 

AIMS OF THE STATE 
(December 2nd, 1944) 

'I~he State, that is to say the Nation juridically 
o~a~uze~, should answer to the aims of the law 
of h1stoncal continuity. 

THE MODERN STATE 
(October 26th, 1944) 

. ~he State must mould itself to proO'ress both 
m sc1ence and mor l . tl . o ' 1 0 • , • • a 8 , 1e ommpotent state no 
01

11t0 e1 exists; there are only the states of justice 
cu urc and the law. , . 
DOCTRINE IN ACTION 

(October 26th, 1944) 

ino• a:~i::-01ern Stat_e does not resist the demolish-
" o cconom1cal, social and political fact:::, 
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without reorganizing its own defence, roalising 
that this is a doctrine in action. 

(January 18th, 1945) 

THE STATE CAt-{NOT BE INDIFFERENT 

The State cannot be a silent and indifferent 
witness to the anguish that affects first the man, 
~.hen the home and finally destroys society. It must 
intervene rapidly, effectively and energetically, if 
it wi'shes to be decisive., It must understand human 
suffering · and find appropriate remedies for the 
ills of society, whose destiny it rules. It must carry 
out a policy of social security and direct it by ways 
that go straight to its real needs. 

(December 4th, 1944) 

THE HIGHER ll)ITEREST 

The extremely delicate social and economic 
questions must not be left to the mercy of multiple 
contradictory and isolated resolutions. It must be 
·the State who on the altars of a higher interests, 
which is that of everybody and of each integrating 
part of the national community, should coordinate 
and exercise the inalienable constitutional function 
of promoting by every means the general well-being. 

( Jivne 23rd, .1944) 
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SUPREMACY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

The arguments for showing that the cooper
ation of the community to maintain the equilibrium 
of individual and social interests, to obtain the 
recognition and respect of the rights inherent in 
human personality is every day more indispensable, 
could be multiplied. TJiis conclusion must not take 
us into th.e field of. collectivist doctrines, and even 
less must it separate us from the essential principle 
that maintains the supremacy of the individual 
with respect to the State, whose principal aims is 
to assure the well-being of that individual within 
the greatest possible liberty. 

' (February fJ4th, 19-47) 

THE STATE AND INDIVIDUAL ACTION 

The State can direct the social and economic 
o.rd_er without interfering at all with the individual 
act10n that corresponds to industry, commerce and 
the_ consumer. These, preserving all the liberty of 
actwn that these fundamental codes allow them 
can adjust their aims to the larger plans that th; 
State ~races in order to obtain the political, 
oconomi,c and social objectives of the Nation. 

( S!;'ptembe1· 6th, 1944) 
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POWER THAT SHOULD BE 
EXCLUSIVE TO THE STATE 

In order that the development of the juridical 
economy and social relations between the employers 
and w,arkmen should take place peacefully, neither 
can the former be freed from the vigilance of the 
State in order to avoid fulfilling their duties, nor 
can the workers expect the trade union to be 
supreme and to take to itself 1ihe authority th t 
is the exc,1,usive property of the State. 

(December, 1943) 

SOCIAL HARMONY 

From the harmony and the balance of ind;.
vidual and social rights the basis for the perfection 
to which we aspire must come. 

(February fJ4th, 1947) 

THE LIMITS OF THE STATE 

We do not think that the State is everything 
and the individual nothing, because the whole is the 
Nation and the State is within itself only one of 
its parts. 

(January_ 18th, 1945) 
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THE ST ATE AND MAN 

We desire a Nation that has a doctrine and a 
culture that are deeply humanist, in so far as thjs 
does not oppose or weaken the State, and that 
possesses a feeling for the State so long as it neither 
annuls or tyrannizes the man. 

(October 31st, 19i6} 
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HUMAN VALUES 

. ' 

I am one of those men who think that he who governs 
must have in his soul an innate sense of justice. 
Without this quality no man. can govern well. And 

he must also have in his heart love for his 
neighbours. PERON. 
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ABOVE PREOEPTS, CUST01IS, AND REGULA

tions, we must vlaoe the high vrinciples 
of humam solidarity and social cooper. 
ation. - PER6N. 

We often hear it said tha,t we must rGtrieve 
the lighting systems, banks and other things; but 
I declare that what we must retrieve first are the 
men who are lost to the good cause. 

(October 15th, 1944) 

If we are to have men who are prepared to 
defend their country, it is essential first ·of all that 
they should ht} strong and faithful lovers of their 
country, the love for which generally depends on 
the justice which their country ensures for all her 
sons. 

(Febmtary fd8th, 1945) 

COUNTRY 

lVIay God Almighty keep our country a:s He 
ha:s done until now, altruistic and peaceful, but 
decorous and proud; desinterested and fraternal, 
but free, independent and sovereign; res ectful of 
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the rights and liberties of others, but also respecte<l 
in her rights and liberty, for nll time by all the 
nntions of the world. 

(July 5th, 1946) 

WOMAN 

This Revolutiou has been echoed by Argentine 
womanhood as few events in history have ever been. 
This is indeed auspicious, for if man is a rationalist, 
·woman possesses what is above _masculine rational

. ism: an intuition which is always superior to the 
success we men may be able to attain. For this 
reason I render homage to the women of my Country 
in whom the men of the Revolution found and echo 
that fills us with satisfaction and pride. 

(No11ember SOth, 1944) 

THE FAMILY 
I ~.lJ .-.~. ;., ,J"' 

To, dignify woman morally and materially is 
!o infuse vigour into family life. To infuse vigour 
mto family life is to strenothen the Nation of 
which it is tht living cell. 0 

' 

(October 3rd, 1944) 

THE HOME 

I shall have fulfilled all my aspirations as an 
Argentine citizen, when, in travelling about the 
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country as I have done a hundred times, .I can see 
in the small house of the peasant, as well as in the 
houses of workmen or clerks, a higher standard of 
living. All human beings have a right to this, 
although in order to enjoy it some useless and · 
superfluous luxuries may have had to be sacrificed. 

( August 10th, 1944) 

CHILDREN 

We want the future generations of Argentines 
to be able to smile from their childhood.•. . Under 
the glorious folds of our flag there cannot and 
must not be any Argentine children who cannot 
att_end school, or who have to go there, poorly fed. 
Neither must there be any undernourished children 
living in homes that lack light and warmth. W c: 
the men of this government are strUO'O'linO' that , Ob 'o 

Y?Ur children may live with.out present worries, 
~ive;n up to your games an studies, protected in a 
family constituted in accordance with Christian 
principles and sure of the future. Of 'that cloudless 
fi1ture which tomorrow will be given into your . 
custody, and for which you will have to answer 
before your children as we do 11.ow .. 

( Jwne 90tlv, 1944) 
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YOUTH 

Young men have in this hour a tremendous 
responsibility. They are the only ones tha can 
iprolong the Revolution until its purifying work 
has been fu ly completed. Each youth must have 
his banner in his home and a symbol in his heart, 
whi_ch as~ures him that there is only one way of 
savmg his Country - to work honestly for the 
goQd of the Country, convinced that unless everv 
one does his duty, the country will never be restored· 
nor will we retrieve for our country the marvellou~ 
gifts with which Nature has fully endowed us. 

• (March Srd, 1945) 

REBIRTH 

_lam not exaggerating when I affirm that we 
are m the presence of a real, national rebirth. Al1 
must germinate, flourish and fructify. We require 
a complete rebirth of our ways; and while we make 
tho most of all the good which permeates the 
character of our people and ou_r race, we must 
declare our· faith in ourselves and confidence in 
the future splendour of our Country. We must 
encourage . art, industry and letters; we must give 
a fresh m1.puls.e to philosophical and judicial 

studies and the most varied branches of learn
ing; modernize all om· legislation, clearly defin
ing its outline and ridding it of everything 
superfluous; increase be every means the founts 
of knowledge, the institutes of research and learning. 

We must honour talent; work and artists, and 
reverence the magistracy and those authorities 
whose knowledge, virtue aii.d patriotism outstand; 
we must raise to publie office men of merit taken 
from the anks of the people; we must teach the 
magnates what their duties are as regard social 
solidarity, for high birth no longer entitles any 
person to a monopoly of honours, influence and a 
share in power. We must be a constant exam Je 
of self esteem . 

... • r 
(May 23rcl, .1945) 
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IV 

POLITICAL QUESTIONS 

W c must all be artificers of a common destiny, bnt 
no one must be the instrument of anybody's 

ambition. - PERON. 
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POLITICAL AGTION M UST SERVE 'I'O AMAL

gamate a people; never to separate, 
omise disunion, and contribute to 
internal destruotion. The 1nission of 
poli!tics is to give a g1·eater civic m,ltnrc 
to the people, never to ernthrone as a 
syste?n a political caciquism. - PER6K. 

THE REAL ST ATE OF POLITICS 
IN THE PAST 

It is not enough to exalt principles; which are 
sublime, but they must be lived up to. A country 
where the governments which succeed one another 
are the result of deceit, is a country which has no 
liberty. That is why I declare that · we, are living 
a new era ip. which the life of the Nation will 
affirm its moral principles governing communal 
life, which had been forgotten to t,he detriment of 
the people. -

An honest government i:rp.plies a clean origin; 
its duty is also to carry out by means of adequate 
organizations all that is necessary for the free 
exercise or fights and guarantees of the national 
constitution, created fo1; the general welfare-. 
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vVas the country living such a regime? 
Did the right to elect a govemm.ent exist? 
vVere there suitable organizations to satisfy the 

needs of a modern State? 
Was social justice carried out? 
All the country can answer with a single cry 

these questions that I ask myself from the depth:; 
of my conscience as a citizen. Everything had been 
counterfeited: liberty, citizenship, the act of ruling, 
justice and morals. As a consequence of this our 
country was on the verge of losing its most wond
erful powers: hope and faith. The most ·obscure 
and venal of oligarchies in tenure of the State 
had mounted an electoral machine which gave to 
the peo'ple the right to vote, but never to choose 
who should govern them. 

(October 15th, 1944) 

TWO SCHOOLS OF DEMOCRACY 

Two schools have characterized the history of 
democracy in the world. One is that which charac
terizes a country that works for a group of people 
and for a group of public offi:cials, who reach 
power by a straight or crooked path. The other is 
that which secures for the government the most 
competent and capable men, that is to say, the men 
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, hose capacity is qualified by virtue. The Revolut
i n has wished to establish this second school for 
the people and for the economic, political and social 
leaders of the Nation. 

(March Srd, 1945) 

OLIGARCHY 

If we examine the panorama of the Republic 
we can see a clearly marked division behv.een the 
two parties that naturally emerge from our struggle 
to obtain a better future for the workman. On the 
one side, clearly outlined, is the oligarchy which 
had enthroned itself in the country for so many 
years; that oligarchy that had managed to exploit 
everything that was exploitable in the country and 
had gone even to the' extreme of exploiting the 
destjtuti0n, ignorance and misfortune of our work
ing class. Those men who never had any scruples 
whatever in the presence of misfortune or pain, 
011 in the sacrifice of our people, are today human
ized by a sense of democracy which they had never 
before experienced except when exploiting democra
cy for their own ends. Just a:s formerly the 
oligarchy exploited democracy for its own advant
age, with its sequel o:1' iraud, bribery and douptful · 
transactions, of which our political history is full; 
just as it exploited democracy far profit and to 



the det riment of t e working class, so today it 
endeavours to raise the banner of the democracy 
it does not feel to serve its future political interests 
whic will change, as always, into «pesos» and 
)Jlore «pesos» • drawn frofu the poor workers who 
ato the ones who possess the least, but are most 
capable of working, of suffering and of producing. 

( .A i,gust 21st, 1945) 

THE PATRICIANS r", 

Ou· Nation, like all new nations, descends 
po,litically from a group of patricians with all the 
virtues that patricians who form nationalities 
possess. Ours, undoubtedly, virtuous, was formed 
from below, and from there formed the Nation. 
Then those in the government who manacred public 
affairs, were succeeded by others, perhaps also 
descendants of the patricians but who in course 
of time and easy living, had lost the g;eat virtues 
o their fore-fathers. Thus as is the case with all . . ' 
patrlcians who pass on to their descendants the 
m~nagement of public affairs, it developed into an 
oligarchy. A synthetical review of the public 
pa,norama would show up this oligarchy as follows. 
A. young man who received two or three «estancias» 
a _stately residence in Florida street and th~ 
nanagement of public affairs, so!d the fil'st «estan -
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cia». He went to Paris. In Montmartre he sold the 
other «estancia», and, when he had spend every
thino· returned to the country; first he mortgaged 

,:,, " 
hris residence and then sold it. When he han 
nothing left to sell, he began to sell the patrimony 
of all Argentines. 

This is, somewhat sketchily presented, the 
panorama of our evolution. If in 1810 we werr, 
politically free, thanks to those heroes whom we 
always remember, we cannot affirm the same of 
those who succeeded them; the latter, far from 
obtainincr for us economic independence, have 
wasted time only to place us in the position of a 
colon , such as the country had never endured 
before. 

( Ji,ly 29th, 1944) 

THE ARGENTINE DEMAND 

The evolution of Argentine political i cas 
passed through di~tinct per~o~~- In 1~10 we 
expressed and establlshccl the nntial rebell~ousncss 
1of our country; we transformed that rebel_housness 
into dogma in 1830, and the d?gma mto our 
Constitl1tion in 1853. The Argentme demand at 
the time of the country's organization was gradually 
recast in revolutiona,ry throJ1bingc1 aJJ,,d we reacbC:d 
the outbreak of some of them, as a result of t!ie 



political maturity of fhc Argentine Republic who 
was seeking her course. 

Diverse and manifold were the periods that 
marked the life of the Nation; and out of that 
clash_ of Argentine passions, that struggle of feeling:, 
and ideals, those turbulent and dramatic moment:; 
- the fundamental statute of the Republic was 
consecrated, and ·au through it there throbs the 
soul of our elders. When nationalization had been 
consolidated, our country continued her march 
o~ercomi?~ obstacles and overthrowing prejudice: 
with a vision of the future before her auspiciatin,~ 
the birth of a new nation to the free ,~orld of work 
and progress. 

( h,ly 9th, 1947) 

THE ELECTORAL LAW 

~l:e ele;toral law was the great portal on which 
the citizens hope were fixed, and from then until 
the present day the demand of Argentine citize11S 
has been expressed by word of mouth, so as to 
cnsun~ for themselves this new political development 
to wlncb our freed country of today owes its origin. 

( Ji,ly 9th, 1947) 
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THE RULING CLASS 

An attempt has been made to lead the public 
to believe that the oligarchy, that untoward lodg~ 
of demagogues, represented the ruling· class in the 
country, its elite, and as such was made up of 
wise, rich and good people. We must observe that 
«the wise are seldom rich, and the rich seldom good» . 
Nor must we forget that neither the wise nor the 
good found a, place among Argentine politicians. 

(October 15th, 1944) 

THE CONSTITUTION 

It is necessary to insist on the constitutional 
principles being :freely imposed, for neit~er fraud 
nor violence, threats, flattery or human fickleness, 
can turn us from the straight path of our institut
ional life. 

(M111J 1st, 1945) 

THE POLICY OF THE STATE 

The policy of the State must be securely 
founded on sincerity and loyalty; never on the more 
or less unsuspected combinations of personal inter
est or the interests of a set, · '.:l- any that are not 
th~se 0±1 the Nation and our future prosperity. When 
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such _u thi1~g occurs, the -speculative benefit of the 
few 1s d~r1ved from the loss of all tlle rest; so 
that a nor_m of conduct which is really adequate 
may _be mixed up with interests that are not th~ 
real mterests of the community. 

( January 18th, 1945) 

LIBERALISM AND LIBERTY 

_This innovating movement is exerting itself to. 
obtam the co~ple~e mora~ retrieval of the people 
?f the Repub~1: which consists in acquiring complete 
mter_nal poht~cal liberty; and this requires the 
']}rev10u~ s?1utJon of all social problems. 
and This 1~ no~ restricting liberty, but imposing 

. securmg ~t for all. In contrast with the 
;i~~isms an~ dictatorships of th0se who paradox
t f proclaim thems~lves liberals, we speak the 
• rut ·. Th: worst evil is that liberalism which 
mvo '1110' hbert f b. d ' libe . 0 ,Y, or 1 s the free exercise of other 
f rties. To exist~ society demands th.at the liberty 

o some shall e41st side by side with the l'b t 
of all Live · 1 er v 
. th. s, vocations, and spirit cannot be annulle~1 
m e name of libert Th • t . y. e .firgentine Nation 
canno ann'.11 I~s destiny or fail in its· ur ose 
that a_ certam hberticide liberty may live. p p ' 

• ~iberty_ must S:. .rt from the point at which 
oc1a security, the family and national defence 
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have been definitely secured. A. liberty which dolils 
not ensure life, work, education and adequate 
housing is false liberty. To possess liberty and die 
of hunger is a sophism which constitutes deceit, 
for those who traffic, and make smoke screens to 
hide their intentions. 

Only after there have been obtained for the 
men of this world faith in the destiny of the 
individual and the community, a true portion of 
material welfare and a real share of justice, can 
liberty: be attained. The Revolution has not come to 
curtail popular liberty, but to order values, harmon
izing the rights of the individual with those of the 
Nati n. 

We are not afraid of high-sounding words or 
rhetorical arguments which form the tbeme of 
political electioneering. It is not fear that prompts 
us to action, nor is our action designed to please 
the masses. We serve the country because we are 
inspired by the needs of our fellow-citizens, by the 
demands of the country whose voice ex_presses th.e 
legitimate desires of the people. 

(December 15th, 1944) 

THE EVOLUTION OF DEMOCRACY 

We must now analyse the question whether 
confidence in the democratic system of governmen,t, 
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born as the political form of individualism, means 
accepting unreservedly at the present moment, the 
extreme tendencies derived from the philosophical 
trends of the 18th century, which considered man 
as an isolated and all-powerful being. 

Has not the excess of economic liberty origin
ated proceedings which, if they were not opposed, 
would make an end of it? 

Did not the unjust distribution of material 
wealth lead to the merciless exploitation of another's 
labour which the isolated individual found himself 
powerless to prevent? 

Has not the individual, left to his own 
resources, proved that he requires the help of th11 
community to be able to satisfy his material needs 1 

Must we not think, then, that the lack of 
adaptation to the present development of economy 
and science by those who hold individualist theorie:, 
and forget that man is an eminently social being, 
threatens individualism itself? 

_ Endless reasons could be given to show that 
each day it becomes more and more indispensable ' 
that there should be cooperation in the community 
to maintain the balance or individual and social 
i1:terests, and to obtain recognition of the inherent 
nghts of hn111an personality and due respect for it. · 
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This conclusion will not lead us to enrol in 
collectivist doctrines, and still less to depart from 
the essential which maintains the supre~acy_ of_man 
as regards the State, whose prin_ial_ aim 1t is to 
ensure the welfare of the former w1thm the greatest 
possible liberty. 

(Feb1'uary 24th, 1947) 

STATIC DEMOCRACY 

When our enemies speak of democracy, they 
have in mind a statio democracy, by which ~ :11ean 
a democracy founded on the present class privilege. 

(February 12th, 1946) 

CORRUPT DEMOCRACY 

Corrupt ele~tioneering· :1eeds m~n of 112 economi~ 
standing and with no social security, because the) 
are useful material for the development of 
demagogy. 

(December 15th, 1944) 

REAL DEMOCRACY 
J 

We aspire to a real democracy which has been 
rid of those vices which up to now have been 
corrupting it. And within this democracy, we also 
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want ar evolut'on ;wl'iich brings us up to date and 
prevents the, recurrence of that extreme disorder 
which was so general before the 4th of June. 

(.,fagust 81st, 1_947) 

POLITICAL REFORM 

The reason for the _political reform that we 
urge is due to the deceit through which the Nation 
~ad lived for years, as regards whose government 
it was asserted that is was republican, representative, 
and federal; an assertion which - to use a common 
expression - is humbug. We have tried politically 
to begin at the beginning, that it, to teli the truth; 
fqr, w~ had got into the habit of listening to so 
many maccurate statements that when someone told 
the truth nobody believed him. 

In this plan we are carrying out, with all the 
faults that are to be expected when a feat of reform 
is accompl_ished ~ the political field, we must always 
meet, as is logical, with the lack of foresight of 
those who are to can'y out the reform· with the 
state ~f change which every :reform bri~gs about, 
~nd wth the opposition of those whose personal 
mtero ts a.re affected by the reform referred to. 

( Jime 23rd, 1947) 

OUR SENSE OF INSTITUTIONS 

The Revolution wants to give back to the 
country its real feeling for its institutions. It wants 
the country to be directed by the most capable men 
and not by the boldest pharisees. It wants tlrn 
functions of greatest responsibility to be accessible, 
without exception, to all the men who inhabit ~his 
country, with the sole condition, which we fmd 
stipulated in our Constitution, that they should 
be fit for their posts; by fitness, we mean com-
12lete~ess, which includes not only talent but also 
the virtue which qualifies it. 

( July 28th, 1944) 

POLITICS AS A MEANS OF UNION 

Political activity must be performed by those 
who feel citizenship as a vocational urgency and 
not as a profitable activity because they will fulfj l 
it as a public function which needs self-sacrifice 
and only one desire : the sacred union of all the 
Argentines. Those who cause division among their· 
countrymen, bring the aims of the nations to noug t. 
These reflexions ar~ meant for those w.ho have, up 
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to now, lived separated from all political activity. 
Government and opposition must be performed by 
those who show remarkable moral and intellectual 1 

qualities. 

(Decernber 15th, 1944) . 

POLITICS AS A MEANS OF DISSENSION 

Bad politicians always dispersed all the powers 
of the State. They started the struggle because by 
dividing the field of 'national activity they could 
prosper. They always foll.owed the Machiavellian 
sophism «divide in order to reign». With truth and 
sincerity the problem is different. It is necessary 
to bear in mind that in this country we are all 
Argentines though we may have different opinions, 
religions or ideologies. 

( August 10th, 1944) 

THE -POLITICIAN 

The authentic politician is the stateman who 
only cares for the aims and objects pursued by the 
State and considers the civil function of O'Overnor 
a public duty. 0 

(Decernber 15th, 19,H) 

THE POLITICAL ACTION OF THE PERON 
MOVEMENT 

THE "DESCAMISADOS" 

They do not hurt us when they call us 
«Descamisados». Vvc must not forget that the 
«Descamisados» of old France showed humanity a 
new way. 

( Decernberr 28th, 1945) 

THOSE WHO SPEAK 

We have been called demagogues and the worst 
of it is that those who feel and talk like this, never 
did anything• in spite of their lengthy talk; they 
arc the people who demand liberty, justice, normal 
conditions and free and truthful elections. It is 
they who have written in the history of Argentine 
institutions the most anachronic pages with the 
thoughts which nowadays they are bold enough to 
throw into the air without realising that like a 
boomerang they will return to hit their faces whil1 
they vociferate against those who do not dflserve it. 

( Jiily 30th, 1945) 
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THE PERON MOVEMENT 

I believe that in tpe evolution of poli.tical ideas, 
the initial agglutination is made by following one 
man. Our people in this respect are gregarious and 
usually follow a man. This is in my opinion the 
fiTst step, but it must be afterwards replaced by 
•organization, and thus is what a political party has 
to be. I have explained this several time and I have 
always explained it because my friends insisted on 
calling our party the Peron Movement. Now, again, 
they ask me for authorization to call all the forces 
of the Revolution the Peron Party because by 
uniting the different tendencies under one name, 
it would appear that all the minor problems can be 
solved. There are no serious problems. Undoubtedly 
I cannot oppose this if it is a real solution. 

( J a'/1/Uary 15th, 1945) 

PARTY FEELING AND UNDERSTANDING 

In this organization, which represents for us 
t~·ue political reform, it would be useles to initiate 
it merely by giving the people maxims to fulfil or 
some orders to carry out. Reforms are made by 
reforming and by commencing with ourselves. It 
is an ancient, well-known method to begin to reform 
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with other people. Credence is no longe:r given to 
a person who speaks in one_way an~ ac~s 11:- anoth_e~: 

The first aspect of this orgarnzati~n. is t? gi:7,, 
this movement an organic spirit, a spirit w:ith _its 
mysticism, with its principles, and to imbue it with 
a determination to employ only the greatest nor~s. 

· This gives the movement a spiritua~ quality 
which is sometimes understood and som~tnnes felt. 
Bles-sed is he who is able to understand 1t and feel 
it He who ~nly feels it should study, work and 
m~ditate in order to understand it, and . he who 
understand it should ask God to make h~m good 
to be able to feel it. I do not want this_ ~o. be 
considered as a platitude because some pohtic1ans 
have mixed in politics for fifty year~ w~thout 
understanding it, while others understood it without 
having ever mixed in it. 

,, .. ;, ," • 1.',•• (December Srd, 19d'l) 

TRAITORS 

He, who within our party fights against 
another grou12 to defend pe:rsonal intere~ts, is a 
tru,ito1· to our cause. vVe have an encm3'." m_ front 
of us and it is impossible to have enemies m 01:r 
ranks. Everybody should know tl:at :"'hatever his 
aim may be, he who provokes fightmg nmongst 
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«Peronistas» ought to be expelled from our ranks. 
Our movement has its roots in the working classes 
and it does not want a well-known person because 
we know ourselves well enough; our movement 
wants honest sincere men who are able to work 
:for the welfare of the community and not :for their 
own interests. 

(May 20th, 1947) 

AN ASIDE 

To avoid dissensions the watchword at this 
moment has to be union and understanding among 
the men. of our cause. The leaders ought to listen 
to the masses, they are never mistaken and they 
should be orderly and conscientious in order to 
push this movement, which is the salvation of our 
country, forward. 

(May 20th, 1947) 

TO SERVE FAITHFULLY 

The history .of all the movements of the world 
shows that collective movements fail when they are 
divided into sects and succeed when they become 
universal. 

This must be our conception of the movement. 
All have to join it on one condition: serve it 
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faithfully, believing that within this great move1:1ent 
all is possible and that everybody may be right. 
Facts will show us, in time, who are right and 
whether those men are justified in discussing our 
doctrines. We accept discussions, we do not want 
to impose, we want to proceed according to the facts, 
which is the best procedure man can follow. 

(December 3rd, 1947) 
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REVOLUTION 

The Argentine Republic must obtain, above all, the 
triumph of the ideals of the Revolution, because 
these ideals are joined to the well-being of the 
countTy, to the triumphant wishes of our people. 

These are that, without lies and excuses, the 
principles of our Constitution should 

reign. - PERON. 
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TO UNDERSTAND A REVOLUTION IT IS 

necessary to have a knowledge of its 
initial conception and 1he plan which 
inspires it from the beginning. PERON 

THE REDEEMING REVOLUTION 

Three yea.rs ago the Nation came to another 
halt on its way. The history of those unhappy days 

,:,1 • repeated itself. In internal affairs, once again, 
reactionary forces,sheltering behind the interests of 
a, set of people, governed the State ignoring publie 
interest and the vital necessities of the Argentine 
working man, mortgaging the wealth of the country 
to satisfy foreign greed, even allowing powers 
inherent to the national sovereignty to be managed 
within our territory by foreign groups which 
interfered in our economy. 

The same reactionary phenomenon could be 
observed on the political stage. The so-called 
traditional parties in whose ranks many Argentine 
public men had acted brilliantly, effectively and 
patriotically, thereby deserving the gratitude of the 
Nation, performed different tasks wearing them
selves out tin the Government and showing signs 
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of corruption which in the end brought about their 
own downfall lowering them from a moral point 
of view in public opinion. 

In external affairs there was a deplorable 
ineptitude to make ns realize that the Argentir,e 
spirit is generous, honest and cordial but at the 
same time proud. There was also a deplorable 
corresponding lack of comprehension on the pm:t 
of those who, because they had not re-read our 
history, forgot that if it is easy to win us over 
by appealting to our feelings, it is impossible to 
make us surrender to arrogance. 

Therefore it was necessary to appeal, once 
more, to the patrician virtues which were dormant 
in the Argentine soul. 

And the Argentine soul a~oke. . 
It awoke within the marvellous intuition of the 

people, in the confidence it placed in its sons' 
capacity for recovery; in the clamorous contempt 
with which it moved amid th~ lack of co:ri1prehension 
and the dark machinations of those who felt slighted 
who at a given moment even denied their own 
lineage to serve foreign interests, and thus brought 
about the triumph which the genuine Argentine 
peopl-0 deserved. 

We have now reached this point. We have 
started a new era in the life of the country. Once 
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more recuperated and strengthe1:ed, the Argentine 
Nation is marching forward agam. 

4TH OF JUNE 

The Army left their quarters not through a 
sentiment of ambition but because of the clam?ur 
in the streets, in the workshops, in the _country-side, 
which reached them, knocking at their doors and 
demanding justice. And the Arm? and th_o Navy, 
vital parts of the indivisible national umty, res
ponded · patriotically. . They left the peaceful 
barracks and marched mto the streets, p~eceded by 
the very people who encouraged and acclan:1ed _them. 
• We should never have been able to Justify to 
our consciences and to history an attitude _of 
indifference in the face of the political and soe1al 
facts of that hour. 

A lofty desire for justice was the m?ving force 
which brought this triumphant Revolut10n. 

(May 1st, 1944) 

THE SPARK 

In the minds of those who conceived and 
carried out the Revolution of_ the 4th of June there 
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was fixed the idea of the social redemption of our 
C?~ntry. This initial movement was not another 
military coup, as some are pleased to repeat; it was 
a spark w~ich ___ on t~e 17th of October started a 
great ?onfire_ m ,yhich the remaining vestiges of 
feudalism, still evident on American soil will go 
on crackling until they are entirely cons~med. 

(FebruMy 12th, 1946) 

THE REVOLUTIONARY PLAN 
. . , 

Our Revolution issued a proclamation, which 
though everyone read it, was carefully studied by 
few .. It was said we had no plan. We have done 
nothmg haphazardly - on the contrary everythin.,. 
ha~ been submitt~d to an absolutely ra~ional plan: 
wh~ch has not failed in one iota in its forecasts 
'!~is proclamation has, as all have within it~ 
absolut · r · ' . . e simp icity, a philosophical content which 
it is necessary to explain. Its text i di 'd d . 
four t Th . s v1 e mto 
. par_ s. e first presents the situation. Next 
~t g~e~ dire:t_ly to its objectives, enumerating them 
:n t eir p~ht1cal, social, historical and international 

sp_ects. Fmally, the proclamation concludes on an 

tehtl:ickia~ and patriotic-note which is indispensable in 
is nd of document. 

The first postulate of the Revolution is its 
political aspects which is expressed in two short 
paragraphs. The first reads: «We aim at establish
ing honour in administration, the union of all 
Argentines, the punishment of the guilty and the 
restitution to the State of all ill-gotten possessions»; 
and the second says: «We uphold our institutions 
and our laws, convinced that it is not they which 
are at fault, but the men who have failed to apply 
them» . 

When we are asked what our way of thinking 
in this respect is, we assert that if they had ana
lysed the contents of these two sentences, they would 
have had a very clear idea_ of it. 

We desire fervently, and this is its social asper.t, 
the unity of the Argentine people, because the 
Army of the Country, that is to say the people 
themselves, will fight for the solution of its problems 
and for the restitution of violated rights and 
guarantees. It would be useless for me to try to 
explain how we have complied with .this postulate 
which embraces the whole content of the Revolution. 
I prefer to gd on as I have done up to the present, 
maintaining that it is better to act than to speak; 
and better to fulfill than to promise. 

The proclamation then deals with the historial 
and political-internation aspects and says: «Vfo 
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shall fight to maintain the real and integral 
sovereignty of the Nation; to comply strictly with 1 

the imperative mandate of its historical traditi?n; 
to make effective an absolute, real, but loyal Am)
rican union and collaboration, and to accomplish 
our international obligations». Nor have we failed 
to fulfil these promises. 

Finally comes the ethical and patriotic aspect 
contained in the proclamation, in which we declare 
that every one of us, who has become a publfo 
functionary by force of circumstances, will under~ 
take on our honour to work honestly and unceas
ingly to defend the well-being, the liberty, , the 
rights and the tlnterests of the Argentines: to refuse 
all payment or emolument which do not correspond 
to our rank, to be inflexible in the exercise of 
public functions, thus ensuring equity and justice 
in our proceedings; to repress in a most energetic 
way, handing· over to justice, any one who commit$ 
a crime against the State, and any one who directly 
or indirectly is an accessory; to accept a public 
duty disinterestedly and to work inspired solely 
by the welfare and prosperity of our Country. 

~ 

( J.i,ly £8th, 1944) 
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. 'o- "ficant and we s ou this it would be most ms1om t ther 

have done no mg th. different from the twen y o -
revolutions that this country has seen. 
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(July 

,·;J ;' 
17th, 1.944) ~ , 

THE PEOPLE'S POINT OF VIEW 

Th" . Revolution of the people, _by the 
is IS f~r the people. Those who thmk the 

people and M"ll" of Aro-entines are , wro•10· i 10ns b . 

contrary are •• h" d the flag of the Revolut10n 
already grouped oe m t" because they know h. h . ~hat of the conn i y, 
w ic is " , d t· n and J·ustice as the . · ti -"la o- of re emp 10 c ' 

that it is i1c _j_ c"' b , throuP-hout our glorious national emblem has ee,_1 o 

history and tradit ion. 

(J~ne 23rd, 1944) 

ECONOMIC ASPECT 

R 1 t. on has had an economic aspect 
The evo u i · b t we have 

. miaht come under discuss10n, 1: .. 
which_ o . . d o:1' the country; this economic 
done it fo1• the g~o liberation of Argentine wealth aspect has been t e 
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so that it might be u d t b f" . h • se O ene it and mcrease the 
appmess of the Argentines. 

POLITICAL ASPECT 
( July 8th, 1944) 

puri?h~f tevolution ~im~ at re-establishing the 
th Y s ~emocratic mstitutions removing all 

e causes which 1 d t · . ' 
Th. e o its irrefutable decadence is new movement ·. t . . 
moral recovery of the is rymg to obtain the total 
consists in reach. (Y people of th~ Republic, which 
liberty. mo complete mternal political 

SPIRITUAL ASPECT 
(December 15th, 1944) 

It is necessary fo, th R 1 . 
souls for in th· 1 e evo ut10n to reach our 
· ' is country upon wh· h N prodigally and h ' ic ature has 
riches, we ough?:: ~:dedly poured out material 
marvellous <Yifts . but ~h. e tha~ks. to God for His 
It is necess:ry t~ h .· is_ ':ea th ~s not everything. 

ave spiritual riches as well. 

(July 8th, 1944) 

THE REVOLUTION PASSES TO THE PEOPLE 

The panic which · d h . 
being informed of th sed1zet t . e workmg-classes on 

e e entwn of Colonel Peron 
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p·roduced that memorable civic day of popular 
loyalty of the 17th of October, 1945. General Peron 
has said in hi~ memoirs: «On the 17th of October, 
from the Military Hospital, I witnessed the most 
transcendent acts of the whole June Revolution. 
They filled my heart as an Argentine and as a 
patriot. The Revolution, made two years and four 
months before by the Army, had been understood 
and has passed to the people, and, in consequence, 
had triumphed». 

Words uttered by General Peron on the civic 
day of popular loyalty. 

«So I discard the honourable and sacred 
uniform of the Country to put on the coat of the 
civil servant and to mingle with the suffering and 
powerful masses which build up with their work 
the greatness of the country. Herewith I give my 
final adieu to the institution which is the fulcrum 
of the Country: the Army. I give, too, my first 
welcome to this huge crowd which represents the 
synthesis of a sentiment which had died in the 
Republic: the true civic status of the Argentine 
people. 

Two years ago I asked for confidence. I was 
often told that the people for whom I sacrificed 
my hours by day and by night wou1d betray us. 
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May these mn-.-orthy scoffers realise today that the 
peo1Jle do not deceive those who do not betray them. 
Por this reason, b0,entlcme11 011 this occasion as a . ' ' s1mple citiz?n, mingling with these perspiring 
masses, I wish to press all of you closely to my 
heart, as I might my mother». 

(October 17th, 1945) 
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VI 

THE FUNCTION OF 
GOVERNMENT 

If every Argentine official dedicates himself to his 
post in order to honour it and to do something for 
the good of the Republic every day, without trying 
to appear greater than he really is, .or being less 
nseful than he might be, the Republic may feel 

satisfied and confident because its destiny 
will he assured. - PERON' 

-
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WE ARE GOVERNING NOT FOR THE PRESENT, 

but for the futi.re, and we wish to 
obtain the integrity of al'l our assets 
and throw them into the scales of time; 
we are not thvnlcing selfishly of the 
present, but, of tomorrow, so that our 
descendants, fifty o a hiindred years 
hence, ma}y be happy and hav,e something 
to thank us for. - PER6N. 

INTEGRAL GOVERNMENT 

In this country no other government except 
a political one had ever been in power. We assumed 
the reins of a government which was not only 
political but economic and social as well. We are 
now guiding these three activities so as to obtain 
a government which is complete. 

( J·nl,y 29th, 1947) 

WHAT WE FOUND 

We found a country at a standstill in the hands 
of an oligarchy dominated by foreigners, who wished 
to exploit it; a government moreover which was 
completely inactive. Production was increasing, 
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work was increasing, but other things did not 
increase because tho country was at a standstill 
and, like everything whose development is arrested, 
it was growing old and on the point of death. 
How could we allow a country as young as ours 
to die of inanition and premature old age? My 
idea was to start it going again; it was as easy a 
thing as Columbus' egg,, for it will occur to anyone 
who sees a thing no longer working to try to malrn 
it go, to make it move, to make it uroduco. But could 
we make the country become rr{ore productive by 
means of a class which was needy, underpaid and 
being exploited? No, for in order to make tHe 
working-man produce it is neces~ary to pay him 
well and to make him work in a humane and 
dignified way. 

( Jwne 23ri1, 1947) 

FIRST PLANS 

From the Government we launched three 
reforms: first, a rural reform, to increase out riches 
by improving the land through the Agrarian 
council, and handing it over to the man who worked 
it. The rural reform was to be the basis for the 
increase of our wealth, which ·was to be complement
ed by industrial action; this would transform 
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production and n'rnltiply its value by industrializ
ation. In this way the country, richer through 
increased production, augmented in its turn by 
industrialization, would pour forth sufficient, ben
efits to ' satisfy the social justice which we have ;n 
view. 

This wns the order: first the rural reform, 
next the industrial and finally the social. But it 
became necessary to alter the order of accomplish-
ment. . 

I was assuming Government responsibilities for 
the first time. '110 support me I had no other opinion 
but that of a very small circle of friends. I had to 
think seriously about the order to be given to these 
reforms. The social reform could neither be put 
off nor be preceded by the rural and industrial 
reforms, for if this happened, our workers would 
have died of inanition before they could receive any 
benefits. On the other hand, I needed the support 
of the working masses in order to start these reforms. 
For these reasons, I altered the order of our object
ives, and began with the social reform. 

( J a111uary 1st, 1946) 

EQUITY 'AND JUSTICE 

When a Government, from its centre of nat
ional vibrations, perceives ~ longing for 1mprov-
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ement in the humble classes, in those who toil to 
fulfil their tasks, in those who contribute anonym
ously by their labour to the future of our national 
community, when a Government is aware of this, 
its heart is filled with the purest sentiment to be 
found in the immutable principles of equality and 
fraternity in humanity, and it desires anxiously 
that this longing, this toil and these efforts should 
meet with due recognition in human justice. I do 
not know how these emanations of the innate 
sentiment of justice which I hold in my heart may 
be interpreted l but I can assure you, without fear 
of any kind of criticism, that every day I feel more 
deeply the need for all of us to understand that 
we can go forward in peace, if it i~ equity which 
presides over the judicial and economic relations 
between men and nations. 

( April 25th, 1945) 

NEITHER PESSIMISM NOR OPTIMISM 

In our proceeding there is room neither for 
discouraging pessimism nor for excessive optimism. 
We are merely sure that we shall do, we shall 
accomplish SOil,lething to favour those of our fellow
beings who most need it and that is enough for us. 
The collaboration of all will help the task of provid-
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ing collective benefits, an aim which can be opposed 
by none. 

( July 23rd, 1944) 

TO GOVERN WITH LOVE 

But even more important than this is to have 
a governor who is not a bureaucrat, but who knows 
how to govern with love and works with enthusiasm, 
feeling that he is governing men, for in the concept 
of the Country there is one thing which stands above 
all others: the Country is formed! first and foremost 
by men. 

( August 10th, 1944) 

DIFFERENT ST AGES OF THE REVOLUTION 

The Revolution has three stages: the Revolution 
itself, the social stage and now the constructive one. 
What should happen in this constructive stage 7 
When it was necessary to better the conditions of 
life of the working classes, I immediately thought 
that there were two ways by which to achieve it: 
the first by increasing the wealth of the country, 
but this meant work and we were in no condition 
to do it. We had to fall back on the second way 
which consists o:f taking away from those that have 
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in order to give to those that have not. That, we 
foresaw, would create an unbalanced state of affairs. 

We realized that the capitalists had to sacrifice 
themselves at this stage so as to give the working 
classes what they required. '!'hen we could start th(). 
third stage which consisted of increasing the wealth 
of the country so as to obtain a higher standard 
of living, which would bring a greater demand for 
and a higher development of the industrial and 
commercial productions. That was our theory, which, 
thanks be to God, . we have been able to carry out. 

I must confess to you that we once thought 
that this unbalanced state I am referinO' to was . b 

gomg to be more serious and violent than it really 
,vas; for, in the end, it was limited to a, slight 
battle of a press campaign consisting of letters to 
the paper without any . great importance. But we 
had the satisfaction of passing through that stage 
so well that neither the producer nor the indus. 
t.rialists suffered any losses; on the contrary . they 
obtained higher profits and today we find the 
working class satisfied and that the industrialists 
and commerce ari:: increasing their profits. That · is 
why we can now demand a greater sacrifice and 
more work from everybody. And we are doing so. 

( .April 25th, 1947) 
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A BARE EXISTENCE , ~ 
' 

The Government has established two fundamen
tal vie~vs. Firstly, economic independence and then 
increase of the production and wealth of our coun
try. Why has this been done? Beca:ise. our cour:
try was a victim of scientific expl01tatwn and it 
could be proved that if we produced 10 thousand 
million pesos a year, 6 thousand million were taken 
away from us and only 4 thousand million to live 
on. And if we had produced 100 thousand million 
they. would have laid their hands on 96 thousand 
million and would have left us only the same 
a~ount of 4 thousand million. What could then 
have been the use of prodn.cing more? What would 
have been the use of Argentines working themselves 
to death if they had always left us only 4 thousand 
millions to live on? That is why it is necessary to 
preven't fthem from taking away what we earn m~d 
that can only be achieved through the economic 
independence of our Country, that is to say by not 
lettino- strangers enjoy the usufruct of our Argent
in~ m~ney; making use of that money ourselves. 

( J1ily 30th, 1947) 



NEITHER SELFISHNESS NOR HATRED 

. In the plan I have drawn for myself and as a 
gmde for the social and economic policy there are 
no tur1_1s to right or to left, I have only the firm 
deter_mmation to keep the ship of State from 
runnmg aground on selfishness or hatred because 
in either case the disaster would be identical. 

(May 1st, 1947) 

IT IS EVERYBODY'S DUTY NOWADAYS 
TO PRODUCE 

The workers know that when I was appointed 
t? the «Secretarfa de Trabajo y Prevision» I was 
simply an agitator and that some years back I 
~o~l~ have had to spend a great deal of my time 
m Jail. In those days the situation of the Argentine 
workers was not the one they enjoy nowadays. In 
thos? days such a policy of agitation was necessary 
to give to each one what belonged to him by right 
and had been denied him for so many years. Until 
now we have given everything possible. Now we 
must ?egin to give carefully, because it is necessary 
to build up a stronger nation in order to give, 
beca_use we ca1:not be sure of the future if people 
receive everythmg and give nothing in return; and 
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more and more throughout the country. It would ;i':. ~ I 
be sad - and this is precisely what ma~iy people • t.
would like t~ see - to break the economic balance ,;.,J .. 
through oversight on the part of the Government. / _ , 
If that balance is broken we should go back twenty ,,~ · 
years. With everybodys help national economy t 
could be rebuilt, but the social conquests1dwhould , :i ·-'·. 
disappear completely and the workers wou ave "I; 

to struggle for a century to get back to the present ? 
situation ... We must work, construct and p~oduce .. -. 
because if we do not do so the problem will not 
have the happy solution we all hope for. 

(October 3rd, 1947) 

TO SURPASS THE PRESENT 

Let us examine the panorama offered by pre
ceding governments. When something . had to be 
done it was first (lalculated whether 1t could be 
finished in four or five years~ time so that ~ plate 
with the name of the president and t~e nnmsters 
could be attached to it. If such a thmg was not 
possible then the work was not begun. I ask whether 
in planning the great works the country _nee~s, 
such as water power and other means of usmg its 
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immense reserves, one can fix a limit of four or 
five :,:rDars. 

I ~av e thought out a five year plan that will 
probably last 10 or 15 years, and I have done this 
on purpose, because I have no interest in placing 
any plates but I shall leave everything begun .so 
that anyone vvho follows after fill have to continue 
m:r work whether he wants to or not. 

( October 3rd, 194?') 

THE PLAN OF THE GOVERNMENT 

What is _this Plan? It can be explai1ied in many 
wa!s1 accordmg to the angle from which one looks 
at It. The fundamental thing is that the Government 
P la_n_ tpnds to change the social, economic and 
political aspects of the country comP.letely. And 
how arc we to do it? By betterino· the condition 
?f the .Argenbne people so as to set°ihe country on 
It~ fee_t and_ lca:1 it onwards away from the stag~1-
at10n m wluch It has . been, vegBtating for so many 
years. • 

.• 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (February 23rd, 1947) 

. ,1 ~o not want to fiiiish without br~nging to 
mma. w11at I always ;;ay to Goveri:ip;i.eu,t em.ployee~: 
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every one of them in his own job has some share 
of the responsibility of the Government towards 
the Nation and I hope that every one of them will 
learn to a;k himself at the end of the day if he 
has done anything to make our Country bigger and 
better than it was before he began work. 

Every public employee must be a patriot and 
as such he must look thoroughly into his mind 
every day to see whether he has not failed. Those 
who work for the State must never, forget that they 
should always honour their work. I always re
member one of the most profitable lessons in history. 
It is said that Epaminondas a 'l'heben general was 
defeated in a battle. As a punishment he was 
cashiered from the army and put in charge of the 
cleaning of Thebes. History also says that the city 
of Thebes was never cleaner than in those days. 
This means that if the public positions bring honour 
to the citizen, the citizen can also bring honour to 
these positions. The secret lies in not believing 
oneself to be greater than one is, or in thinking 
oneself less useful than one can really be. The State 
needs its employees to be its defenders and friends. 
Each one must make his ·position a true stronghold 
of intelligence and decency. 

(March 14th, 1947) 
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MY POSITION IN THE. GOVERNMENT 

I no longer need to ask anybody to vote for 
me, I have nothing to ask for,: because I have been 
gra1:lted everything an Argentine citizen may desire. 
I still lead the cause because it is mine as much as 
yours. But I do not live on a, bed of roses. I begin 
work at half past six in the morning and leave off 
at_ ten o'clock. at night. I should not stay five 
mmutes longer m the position I occupy were it not 
that my whole soul is in this cause. I have no earthly 
wants;_ I only hope to fulfil, as a gentleman and as 
a soldier, all I _have promised to the Argentine 
P~0 J?le and es~e?rally to the working classes. I am 
wrlhng to sacr1f1ce myself in every way to do this. 
And you. may be sure that all the loyalty that I 
h~ve received from the Argentine workers will be 
gr~~n back to them, made bigger by my own sa
crifice. I shall never betray the faith that all of 
you have placed in me . . 

. The personal guarantee that I can give to you 
is that I ~ave never betrayed anybody• I have 
ne~er promised what I have been unable 'to fulfil. 
This_ guarantee then must be enough for all Ar
gentmes. 

I _shall consider myself the happiest man on 
earth rf I can say when I retire definitely from 
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work what I say every day now :I have been faithful -~ . ,-· 
I 'I , and sincere to all the men that have stood by my • ~~·,. : 

side. And I hope that this enormous satisfaction ;;1 ,,, ' 

will be shared by all the workers whom I have ~-' I 
considered, consider and will always consider the ; _ '1 
brothers closest to my heart. 

( July 9th, 1947) 

THE LEADER AND HIS LEADERSHIP 

People must know, on the other hand, that a 
leader is born. He is not made by a decree or 
through elections. To lead is an art, and an artist 
is born not made. Works of art are not made 
through recipes nor through books. The supreme 
condition of the artist is to create. There are no 
patterns by which to lead, it is for the leader to 
shape his own moulds and then fill them with an 
essence that should be in a direct ratio, as regards 
its efficiency, to Samuel's sacred oil, which the 
leader receives from God. 

The art of leading has its theory and its 
principles, but they are the dead part of the art 
and are no use without the artist, because he is the 
vital part of art. Peoples are led, nations are 
governed. No country in history hafl been able to 
improvise either its leaders or its rulers. God has, 

93 

,,.,Lr 
,.___"'.(' 
·~~~. ·w 



-""~-; ... ~-~ '"' .,It"" .;,,'l-(~ ~~~g~;:::-"T-1 
'&lrJlr"'Llr"ao.■ ... ,__ :•,-\•••"•,•■,~.:•, ~ ,.~l•-..L f ... 

- ■ ~. I , I ,I I ~ 

with extraordinary opportuncness, preordained the 
lives of the men who have been, in their times, 
iihining meteors to show the way to happiness. 
There is no art, without an artist, there is no 
leadership without a leader, no government without 
a ruler. 

'l'he revolutionary government has tried its 
best to comply with these principles which arc the 
true essence of the art of governing. Great works 
on government may have been written but their 
authors wrote theoretically. The man who wrote 
«Crowd Psychology» was a psychologist but not a 
leader. It is not sufficient to understand to be able 
to lead; neither reflection nor reasoning enable a 
person to lead the crowds. Crowds are led intuitive
ly and only God can give intuition. 

W c are sure all this is true so we have tried tn 
form a rational government, trying to get as near 
as possible to perfection in the art of leading our 
people, and it must be confessed that so far we 
have not been wrong. The Revolutionary govern
ment wants to lead and to g-overn. To do this we 
need first of all the union of all the Argentines, 
as we have already said. From this union must 
spring the cooperation and collaboration necessary 
to carry out any work for the good of the com
munity. 
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THE BASIC FOUNDATIONS 
OF ECONOMY 

National wealth is engendered by production; and 
the development of production depends on the 
amount of capital available. Therefore for the 
prosperity of a country it is of vital impo~t~nce 
to develo}) the formation of capit~l and the Jud1c10us 
use thereof both by private parties and· the gu~ern
mcnt. Consequently, it is my opinlion that pr1va~: 
capital should be e:ncouraged in so far . as lu 

constitutes an active element of production 
and contributes to the general welfare. 

PERON. 

, . 
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'\TEALTH WITllOFl' SOCIAL STABILI'£Y 

may be powcrfiil, bzit w'bll al·icays be 
fragilrJ. - PERON. 

The aim of wealth is not merely the material 
,rnifare of mankind but constitutes that same wel
fare subordinated to Lawful Right and Morality. 

( July 3rd, 19U) 

RICHES AND LIFE 

The wealth of a country does not consist of 
the acquisition .of fortunes by half a dozen indi
viduals, but rather its control with the object of 
building up the patrimony both of private parties 
and of the State, which brings happiness to the 
greatest number of people, and does away with the 
tragedy that in a country where some are enorm
ously rich, others lack the barest necessities of life 
and cannot even enjoy that mere minimum of 
happiness to which every man has the right. 

( August 5th, 1944) 
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DEMOCRACY AND WEALTH 

The modern conception of a democratic nation 
on . the march demands, in the first place, the 
equitable distribution of the wealth which the 
country produces. 

For a very long time past, our production and 
wealth l_iave been exclusively of a cattle raising 
and agricultural character. It is due to this that 
the gro,:th of i_mmigration has not come up to 
e':'pectat10ns, . owmg to the high rate of profits 
yielded by th1s class of production in proportion to 
the amount of labour required. Once the worl<l 
:11arkets were saturated, pToduction was automat-
1c~lly _curtailed ; with the corollary that the im
m1grat10n corresponding thereto '"·as also reduced. 

Argcntino capital, thus invested in a safe but 
~10t ve-ry brilliant manner, was reluctant to seek 
mvcstments in industrial activities, looked upon 
~or long enough as a fool.hardy risk; and, although 
it may appea;r laughable, as not quite gentlemanly. 

( htly 19th, 1945) 

THE ECONOMY WHICH THE REVOLUTION 
FOUND 

For ign capital enga·gcd itself specially in 
commercial activities, where all profits, no matter 
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how rapid or disproportionate they might be, were 
always permissible and legitimate. Or else it sought 
safety in the establishment of public services or 
basic industries, often with a minimum profit 
guaranteed by the State. 

The country's economy depended almost 
exclusively on the products of the soil, but in the 
most rudimentary stage of elaboration, which, 
after they had been converted into manufactured 
goods in other countries with obvious benefit to 
their finances, we purchased back from them as 
finished articles. 

Foreign capital showed little interest in settling 
in · the country to elaborate our natural wealth, 
which would involve benefits for our economy and 
development, in detriment to that of their countries 
by creating competition with the articles which 
would still continue to be manufactured there. 

It was evident that any such recuperative 
action would have to be undertaken by Argentine 
capital: or at least that the State must encourage 
them, going before them and showing them the 
course to be followed. Fortunately, the world war 
of 1914-1918, through the shortage of foreign ma
nufactured products, decided the most darinr~ 
capitalists to run the risk and demonstrate what 
we were capable of doing. Once the war was over, 
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many of these imlustrics disappeared, some because 
they were artificial and others, which should have 
been kept going, for lack of goveniment support. 
~~any others endured the test of foreign compet-
1t1on both at home and abroad. 

But this industrial transformation came about 
of itself, through the private initiative of a few 
pioneers who had to overcome countless difficulties. 
The State had not the foresight to guide and direct 
them, encouraging the national utilization of motive 
power; facilitating the trajning for labourers and 
executive staft : harmonizing the exploration for and 
exploitation of raw material with the requirements 
and p~ssibilities of its elaboration: studying and 
protectmg the marketin()' thereof in home and 
foreign markets, whereby0 the country's economy 
would have _benefited considerably ... The present 
war by causmg the almost total disappearance from 
our home market of foreign manufactured products, 
has once ~ore made our industries flourish in a 
ma~er :''h1ch has caused astonishment even in the 
leading mdustrial countries. 

(June 10th, 1944) 

ECONOMIC ANARCHY 

Nev~rth~less, our production is totally lackiag 
m orgamzat1on and the proof 0£ this is the :fact 
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that 20 years ago our country, from the economic 
standpoint was enormously more powerful than 
Canada and Australia and within these 2 years 
they have gone ahead of us to an extraordinary 
extent, due solely to their having organized their 
production whereas we continue to founder in the 
midst of absolute anarchy. 

( J,w,,e 1st, 1944) 

NEITHER CENSUS NOR STATISTICS 

When I desired to study the situation of th,~ 
economic resources of the country, I found that 
for 40 years back no census had been taken and 
only three insignificant Statistical Sections exist -
ed . .. That is to say that in this country, when w,:; 

wanted to know what we possessed, how it wa~ 
held and where, it was necessary to look through 
the said tiny peephole and inspect the panorama 
in; small fragments. This discovery gave rise to thie 
creation of the National Department of Statistic1, 
and Census, without which it was impossible to draw 
up national plans. 

(December 12th, 1945) 

ORGANIZATION OF OUR WEALTH 

The organization of our wealth is the imper
at ive demand of the present moment. Vv e do not 
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want to talk about directed economy, let us talk 
about the organization of wealth. That is what the 
State must accomplish: the organization of labour, 
the organization of the economic resources of the 
State and! the organization of the State itself. The 
organization of labour, to avoid the conflicts which 
destroy everything of value and produce nothing: 
the ,organization of our economic forces so that they 
may never work against the political State, and 
so that they may never be working one against 
the other to their mutual self destruction through 
unfair competition. Organization of the economic 
forces so that they themselves may create their own 
means of self defence, because nature demonstrates 
that organisms, such as the human frame, if they 
do not possess defences of their own, do not survive 
very long. And the organization of the State so 
that it maY) govern for the good of the other forces, 
without interference with their interests and 
without hindrance to their activities, and on the 
contrary encouraging those of our own nationality 
which are r eally worth while and giving benefits 
to those who deserve them because they are work
ing loyally for the State and for the Nation. 

(Ja'TII.Uary 15th, 1945) 
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EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

The State must assure fair wages and an 
equitable distribution of profit balances to each and 
every one of the parties affected, without detriment 
to the consumer. This is attained by means of a 
well balanced coordination of the factors which the 
uroblem brings into play, a,djusting them on the 
basis of a fair distribution of costs and salaries. 
To plan thi s is simple and elementary in theory, 
but its application: in the actual activities of com
merce is complicated. This cannot be left as hereto- _ 
fore without any kind of control, but must be 
directed to avoid by all possible means the wasteful 
scattering of values and of wealth, which through 
illicit channels are getting into the hands of tho 
undeserving. 

(December 12th, 1945) 

WAGES AND CONSUMPTION 

The Argentine Republic is at the present 
moment producing double its consumption, that is to 
say, half of what it produces goes abroad. When the 
war is over, it will be possible to continue marketing 
our products in South Africa, and Central or South 
America, in competition with the United States, 
England, France, Russia, etc. When it is no longer 
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and of our production going to be? There will be 
a paralization of 50 per cent and we shall see a 
million Argentines -out of work with nC:> means of 
livelihood. The only solution will be to increase 
home consumption. And to do this in the midst of 
such abnormal conditions as those which we shall 
have to face can only by accomplished by raising 
salaries and wages so that each wage earner can 
consume much more than he does at present and 
making it possible for each industrial concern, 
manufacturer ·and trader to produce in turn as 
much as he is doing today, without being obliged 
to close do,vn his works and dismiss his workmen. 
The State Departments are undertaking the study 
of all these possibilities. 

(N(}1Jember S0t/1., 1944) 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC POLICY 

The social-economic policy which Argentina 
must follow in the future, is outlined by me in tlB 

_, following fundamental postulates: 
1) The State must not alter the principles of 

economic liberty, either for producers or consumers: 
but the disorganization of world economics provoked 
by the war renders it necessary to plan in advance 
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the solution of the most pressing postwar requir
ements, stimulating production and the employment 
of all available labour, with the object of attaining 
a fair distribution of the forces of production and 
the raising of the national income. 

2) The State must contribute towards the perfect
ing of every kind of technical lmowledge, in all 
national activities; in the augmentation of indi
vidual yield; in the improvement in an effective 
manner of labour and living conditions for workers; 
in stimulating the progress of the middle class, and 
in stimulating private capital in so far as it consti
tutes an active element of production, and contri
b:.1tes to the general welfare. 

3) All efforts to attain the above mentioned 
purposes will be fruitless unless a well ordered 
criterion prevails, which assessed by the proper 
consultants, may determine the fundamental prin
ciples of an economic and social character, and 
adopt the measures which from the present moment 
should be put into application in order to resol;e 
the problems which will arise through the transition 
from a state of world war to that of peace: and 
those which the subsequent consolidation of norm::rl 
conditions may require. 

(Septembe1· 6th, 1944) 
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ECONOMIC LIBERTY 

I proclaim in th2 first place the principle of 
economic liberty. But this liberty, as in the case 
of all liberty, tends to ~mgender the most ferocious 
egoism, if in the exercise thereof the libe~ty of 
each individual is not articulated with the liberty 
of all the rest. 

The principle of economic liberty must be the 
. antidote which will oppose the development of 
collective illusions, on the one hand, and the foster .. 
ing of private initiative. 
........................................... 

The principle of economic liberty which I 
have proclaimed cannot, then, prevent the State 
from exercising this tutelary action to coordinate 
private activities towards a collective national 
purpose, subject, in consBquence, to certain precepts 
which are innate thereto. 
. ............................................ . 

The principle of economic liberty is not vul
nerable, nor even weakened when the State directs 
the economy, in the same way that the liberty of free 
transit throughout the country is not affected 
when it is guided or directed along specified routes, 
instead of permitting galloping across country and 
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causing irreparable damage to third, parties without, 
by the way, gaining any benefit for the. tm~eller. 
The State can guide the social and economic without 
thereby interfering in any way with the individual 
action which corresponds to the industrial concern, 
to the trader or to the consumer. These latter, 
retainino- all the liberty of action which the funda
mental ~odes grant to them, can adjust their acti
vities to fit in with the majori plans which the State 
draws up to attain the political, economic and social 
objectives of the Nation. 

( September 6th, 1944) 

THE NATIONAL ECONOMY 

The national economy must be based on State 
control of its fundamental bases, leaving to private 
initiative either in collaboration with the State or 
in the form of mixed companies therewith, or 
exclusively for its own account, the development of 
production and the manufacture of finished articles. 

( June 26th, 1946) 

ECONOMY WHICH IS NOT FREE 

Some people will say that we are nazis, or 
that we are fascists: I ask them to tell me what 
country exists in the world where economy is ~re~. 
When it is not controlled by government, it 1s 
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c?ntrollcd by the great finaneial trusts, ·with this 
difference: th_at the government guides it in benefit 
of _all_ the mhabitants of the eonntry and the 
cap_italrnt tru~ts direct it towards their own cash 
register machmes. 

( July 26th, 1947) 

THE STATE AND ECONOMY 

1'~1e principle of economic liberty which I han; 
procl~u~ed cannot, then, prevent the State from 
exe_rc_is_mg this tutelary action to coordinate private 
acti:ities_ towards a collective national purpose, 
~t~bJ:ct, m consequence, to certain precepts ·which 
,u? mirnte thereto. I a Nation desii·es to be cco110-
1rncally free, and politically sovereign, it must 
re,~pc~t and ~emand that others respect the basic 
p~mci~~lcs wluch _ gove~-.a the life of men and peoples: 
leo~l 1 tg~t and morality. And if a Nation does not 
desire or mak_es no effort to keep itself cconomicallv 
free and politically sovercig·n, it will deserve th~ 
contempt _and. ridicule of its contemporaries and 
the condemnatwn of history,. 

(Septemb er 6th, 19-U) 

THE CREATION OF VALUES 

The solution of this problem must be exactly 
what we contend: the union of all Argentines so 

108 

that the said conflict may be converted into oooper
ation, in order that we may create new values, 
and may not destroy uselessly in a barren contest, 
values and energies which are the only forces which 
can make men happy and nations great. 

( September 9th, 1944) 

THE HUMANIZATION OF CAPITAL 

People can fabricate their own wealth, private 
patrimony can be augmented by work and the 
protection of the State: but it must also be undee
stood that the time has come when capital must be 
rendered humane'. We believe that capital can be 
humanized in one way alone: by transforming it 
into a factor of collaboration for the happiness of 
its follow men : and in the times in which we are 
living now, what the Divine Master said is no 
longer possible: «It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of 'a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into ·the Kingdom of Heaven». 

It is our aspiration that in our land the above 
quoted text of Scripture may have no reason to 
exist: and that capital, instead of being an instru
ment of tortu~e conspiring against the happiness 
of the people, may be a factor which will contribute 
towards the welfare of those who have nothing and 
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need everything. We desire that capital and labour 
in cordial embrace may work out the greatness of 
the Motherland, while the State keeps watch for 
th~ good of both, assuring justice for rich and poor 
ahke, for the powerful and the weak : for master 
and servant. 

( September 9th, 1944) 

ECONOMIC EQUALITY 

. ~V_e will not permit an economic equality which 
1s dnvmg dowmvards, because that is countrary to 
h1'.man n~ture and to a proper state of things: but 
neither will we remain impassive in the face of the 
cornering of markets nor of the monstruous amas
sing of money, because we are convinced that the 
economic finality of a country must be, not filthy 
lucre, hut the satisfaction of every necessity for 
all its inhabitants. 

( July 81st, 1944) 

SPECULATION 

Uncontrolled speculation is a most terrible 
cur e for the . human · element of a people, as it , 
condemns them to a slow death through inanition. 

(Ma;y 1st, 19.45) 
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CAPITALISM 

Capitalism is a cold force of accumulation, 
international in character and without Motherland 
or soul. It is in other words the agglomeration of 
everything that is spurious in money. It is also the 
cornering of wealth. 

(September 21st, 1944) 

CAPITAL 

I have always looked upon as prejudicial the 
capital which attempts to set itself up as an instru
ment of domination. On other hand I consider it 
useful and beneficent when I see it elevate its 
functions to the rank of an effective cooperator in 
tl;.e economic progress of the country. 

(Se,ptember 6th, 1944) 

EXPLOITATION & PRODUCTION 

We are not in any sense the enemies of capital, 
and in the future it will be seen that we have been 
its true defenders. It is necessary to discriminate 
carefully between the international capitalism of 
the huge trusts exploited by foreigners and the 
capital which is the patrimony of industry and 
commerce. We have defended the latter and relent-
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1essly attacked the former without giving quarter . 
International capitalism is cold and inhumane: the 
capital which is the patrimony of industry and "' 
oommerce, to our way of thinking, represents the 
working equipment of men of enterprise. Internat
io~l capitalism is an instrument of exploitation 
while the other kind is a factor of welfare the 
former consequently signifies starvation, while the 
latter means prosperity. We are not the enemies 
of capital, even when it is foreign, ·when it confine'> 
itself to its own business, but we are enemies of 
that capitalism, even when it is Argentine, which 
sets itself up as an oligarchy to dispute with the 
~ation for the right to govern itself, and with the 
State for the privilege to defend the State against 
ignominy an treachery. 

(October 21st, 1946) 

DIRECTED ECONOMY 

J•,, -.· r 

GUIDED ECONOMY 

We have guided economy, but ·we have not 
directed it. \Ve are guiding economy to obtain 
therefrom the maximum of efficiency, using it not 
only as an end but also as a means: the best of means 
for obtaining its ultimate end: the general welfare 
of all, a purpose which is eminently constitutional, 
faithfully and loyally interpreted and fulfilled by 
my Government. 

(May 1st, 1U7) 

ARGENTINE METHODS FOR 
ARGENTINE PROBLEMS 

Directed economy is the supplantation of the 
economic price, the result of the law of supply and 
demand, by a political price. We have never done 
this. When we sell wheat abroad at $ 35 it is 
because on the international market it is quoted 
at $ 35, and by means of the pr,ofits carn<'d we dis
tribute wheat among our fellow countrymen at 
$ 12 instead of$ 35. They tell us that this is unjust, 

We have been accused of utilizing directed 
economy. That presupposes ignorance or bad faith 
on the part of our accusers. \Ve are respecting the 
law of supply and demand: we use economic prices 
and not political prices in our dealings. 

(November 25th, 1946) 

'" but Ji believe that there is nothing more fair than 
that; if we produce the wheat we should be ab!o 
to buy it at a cheaper price than those to whom 
we sell it because they do not produce it. 
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i. . • · In Europe I have studied closely and on the 
., ,~, spot what directed economy is, and I know very 
.'1 \ well that those who declare that our economy is 
~' fascist or national-socialist, are either ignorant or 
·:.,to ~ are a pack of scoundrels. As regards wheat, ~ve 

'· '- ., can clear up the matter of directed economy with 
'.;'. ~~- · one single example. In the year 1938 I was in Italy. 
,-·, .,. • They were paying our producers here $ 6 the 
,;._ 1 ' :, ... 1 hundred kilos and on these terms we could place 
·• 1t ~ it in Genoa at 35 Liras, but the directed economy f· -l~t '. which governed there did not allow wheat to enter 
• • .•1 the market at 35 Liras per 100 kilos but demanded 

I:.'. 1... i, a political price of 150 Liras. The Italian govern-
~ ... T.[ · ment did this to encourage the produchon of wheat 

• ·,. y in its own country. Through having to pay 150 
, r, ,· ' Liras for foreign wheat, the Italian producers in 

,.. • the year 1938 were able to reach a production of ,,. i . 
•·~1. 18,000,000 tons more than Argentina, although they 

L. • :·, ) f only had available a territory of 380,000 squm:e 
• ~ •1r. kilometers, against our 2,880,000 kilometers. This 

• ·' ~- • , is directed economy, as regards wheat ... But it 
' ~ j:::' is not directed economy to sell at $ 35 per 100 

''r :r ' , kilos when this is the price on the foreign market. 
,, .;, • The profits which, in days gone by, were obtained 
•", ... by those lords of the wheat trusts which we used 
, II- lj, •• h . 

to permit and which they remitted abroad to t e1r ., rl I' L 

· i • • ~ • ., head offices, the location of which is also well 
1,r 1-1 ... 

114 

•'" ._ 1.._ I 

• Iii ,. ... • • t q , 

....,...,,.__.._ .. _ ,.._ ·-~~-· .!J.IW:'.::-;___r,: 

known to us, are now being used by the Government 
to guard against bread bei~g sold here for $ 1. 2.0; 
·which would be the result 1f we were to sell whea 0 

011 the home market with the libe.rty for which 
they are contending. If we were to grant this loudly 
demanded liberty, instead of getting bread for 35 
or 45 cents, we would be paying from $ 1.20 to 
$ 2.50 for it, just as people are paying in all t~e 
other countries. In this line of things we are wonc
ing plainly and simply to resolve Argentine pro
blems with Argentine methods, whereby ,ve . are 
complying with the postulates. of the revolut1~1~: 
that the returns from the nat10nal wealth, wh1cn 
God has given to us, should be distributed among 
the 16,000.000 inhabitants and not among the four 
capitalist trusts which wer-e corneTing our harvests. 

(October 7th, 1946) 

FOREING TRADE 

It has also been declared with regard to our 
foreio·n trade that we are not liberal in our dealings, 

O ' f ill and that we are controlling exports. I t s were 
not the case the advantage would be for us because 
we have available so many millions of pesos to 
purchase what we need, but we are permanen~ly 
up against the prohibit~on to export to the. :ountnes 
to which we are supplymg food. Therefore 1t became 
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necessary, in view of the fact that all the vessels 
were arriving in ballast, because the governments 
of the said countries do not allow of exports to 
Argentina, that we should make the rule that every 
ship which arrives empty should also leave emptr. 
It is the only way in which we can arrange to main
tain within the frontiers of our country the standard 
of living and happiness which the populace is today 
enjoying : to do otherwise would be to place om 
destinies on the same level with that of the countries 
which are suffering misery and hunger in a) I. 
corners of the globe. 

(October 31st, J D-16) 

DECAPIT ALIZA Tl ON 

To those who accuse us of selling our products 
dear, we can reply that we are disposed to sign 
contracts with any countries in the world, going 
~ack to the prices of 1939, or that they should pay 
for our products in proportion to the increase .of 
th? products which we arc importing. We have sai<l 
this to the whole world. If a, motor car previously 
cost 1000 dollars and now costs three thousand it 
i,s logical that what I used to sell previously for 
$ 7 - which was what 100 kilos of wheat co:c::t 
'.'hen. - I should now sell in proportion to what 
is bcmg charged for the other articles, and if the 
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value of the motor car has gone up 20 times, I 
am going to put up the price of my wheat to 20 
times likewise, when I have to buy motor cars 
with it, because otherwise the cou~try would become 
decapitalized and would go to rum. 

( July 26th, 1947 J 

INTERCOMMUNICATING CHANNELS 

Previously when it was desired to exploit .''l 
colonial or semi-colonial country in the economic 
field on1y, it was necessary to form a trust in th_c 
said country in order to exploit it and then re°:llt 
the proceeds of the said exploitation to the count~irn 
where the head offices were located. Today, Jllct 
in the same way as the modern exploitation of 
pdroleum or gas is effected by_ means of pipelin?s, 
:,;o now «economy-ducts» (to com a word) are laic:. 

All countries are now united through their 
economy : the trusts are no lon~·cr needed in ordei' 
to exploit them: they are cxpl01ted fi~om 3: central 
trusts ,Yith one single representative m ea?h 
country: there exists an underground comm:1mc
ation channel and from a central point the simuI
taneous exploitation can be effected of_ aH the 
countries which are inter-connected economically or 
which are affluents of the said economic system. I 
always compare this with a system of interconnect:-
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I;•_ · ing channels. Once the centra tan 1as een se 
•· / , up, all the tanks which run into it --:- if they are 
,i:;. l ~ united by piping - will show a drop m level when 
I 1 ~E; suction takes place in the main tank. In these ti1:1es 
-~ 1 !';i of inflation and decapitalization of our countries, 
. · ,, 1: the phenomenon is perfectly clear. As soon as 
' • ...-1 • h 1 
·• _ \ J • : suction from central tank takes place, throug t 1e 
,'" '. · · )Ji natural phenomenon of the communicating vessels, 
·.•, I -~;\1L•; the liquids of our tanks will continue to be dismi-• ~ ,,. . 
• • 11 • nished in proportion to the force of suct10n or 
,. ii\~,;,!• diminution of the central tank. That represent"l 
; ~ 'Ii · '; the phenomenon of these times. . . 
• ~l ... ·t~ We have a high grade of inflation because 
• ,' ~ 1: r. there is too :11uch suction from those cent~al tank,1. 

· . Then there is only one remedy and that 1s to put 
' , •. :( a key into the tube., What fills up that tank is om 

' -~'!, • wealth, our work and our sacrifices: the tank will 
I , I\._. t fill up in proportion to the measure of our work, 
~. , I our sacrifices and our wealth, but if we do not 
I • j; · ; ~ put in a pass key, it will never fill up ITO matter 
1 - Ii · how much we work or how great our wealth or 
) ~ N' sacrifices may be. As a first stage of its indepen-

1 ' ~ dence, our economy has succeeded in placing a pasf. 
f ; ( ·"t, key in that connecting channel. It was by no means 
, .. ·.. easy. 

I •. .~ ' 
( July 26th, 1947) 
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FIRST STAGE OF ECONOMIC 
RECUPERATION 

The said first stage of the economic reform ha~ 
been completed and consolidated, no matter what 
they say what they think and how it may affect 
them. N~w we have to follow on .with the second 
staO'e in which each one must work to produce 

0 
' 11 . more with the conviction that now our wea t 1 1s 

no l~no-er escaping through the famous commun
icating O pipes of which I have spoken so often. 
Now we have control of the pass key, and our 
tank will fill up in proportion to the measure 
of our production. 

( Jilly 23rd, 1947) 

SECOND STAGE OF OUR ECONOMIC 
RECUPERATION 

What does the economic reform, which consti
tutes the second phase of the total reform, con~i~t 
of1 The Argentine Republic is a coun!ry w~1c11 
for the last hundred years has gone on mcreasmg 
its production and wealth in a relatively _rapid 
manner and in our times its wealth is extraordmary. 
But of' what use is it for a country to possess 
wealth if its yield, pr,oduced by the work of its 
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inhabitants, goes to fill the pockets of individuals 
who live in luxury and ease outside the country. 

If our country can live in abject poverty with 
4,000 million pesos per annum in return for pro
ducing 8,000 million for those who are exploitin1~ 
the country from abroad, I ask what is the benefit 
of our producing a hundred thousand million, i:f 
they are only going to leave us the 4,000 million ti) 
go on living in the midst of misery and poverty? 
To prevent this happening the only remedy is to 
obtain the economic independence of the country, 
because until this is effective, it is useless for w; 
to work more, it is useless for us to enrich thn 
country further, because the foreigners would carrr 
it all away. If Argentina desires to attain th~ 
objective that its inhabitants should work and live 
better, the first thing that must be done is to 
attain economic independence, that is to say, live, 
work and produce first of all for ourselves and the11 

for others. 
The p'rincipal objective of this reform has been 

1.o render the country independent. How has this 
purpose been attained~ Simply by covering tw,J 
stages which have been reached gradually and 
almost simultaneously: first to regain all the capita! 
which had gone abroad, that is to say: railwayl'I, 
telephones, gas, power plants, etc. ; second, to bring 
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back the debt ·which we had in foreign countrie1i, 
for which they were taking fabulous sums fr0111 
us for interest and on which this Republic ha,l 
come to the point of paying $ 2,000,000 every da~r 
which had to come out of OU!'. pockets. 

Today the debt has been brought back and not 
only are we not owing a single cent to any foreign 
country, but nearly all the e-0untries of the world 
are indebted to us. 

THE REVOLUTIONS OF 1~30 AND 1943 

The Argentine Republic attained its indepen
dence politically by means of a more or less bloodly 
struggle and entered upon a period of organization 
in which the leaders, probably not sufficiently 
capable, without any firm doctrine, as happens in 
new countries, could not attain for many years 
their economic independence, which should have 
bPcll the complement of the political independence. 
'rhe revolutionary movements which . have taken 
place in our country in cycles of from ten to fifteen 
years, are demonstrating that there is a phenomenon 
which is causing periodical disturbances which 
hitherto - in my opinion - no one has satisfactor
ily explained. Some of them are movements of a 
more or less political nature, but down at the 
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bottom of it all, what has happened during recent 
years, is that a factor has gravitated upon the 
country provoking one revolution in the year 1930 
and another in 1943 and that factor is the lack of 
economic independence. · 

(May 30th, 1947) 

POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC VASSALAGE 

We must convince every single Argentine 
citizen that it is impossible to live happily until 
the country has attained total economic indepen
dence, to which end it is necessary to get the ideas 
on which they brood · out of the heads of some few 
«colonialists» whom we still have in this country. 
To consolidate our independence every Argentine 
niust become a zealous soldier taking care of it. 
It is inexplicable to me, and always has been, why 
in the face of a threat of armed invasion of the 
country we are ready to go and be killed, and we 
are not willing to do it if they talk of dominating 
the country economically. What is the difference 
between their dominating us politically or econo
m'ically? Is it not just the same, one class of 
serfdom or another? Is it not the same thing to 
endure political vassalage as to endure it economic
ally1 

( J iine 23rcl, 1947) 
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ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 

We have reached the second stage of our 
independence. I can declare to this people that we 
are now economically free and independent. I cah 
state that I am not coming to you after the fashion 
of the old time politicians, bringing you promises 
which have not been fulfilled and which are not 
going to be fulfilled. I have come to tell you that 
it is not I who am doing anything, but that it is 
you yourselves who, with your productive work, 
are hammering out the destiny of the Nation. I 
have come to tell you that no ruler on earth can 
boast of how much he is doing, so long as the people 
are not working· out day by day, month by month, 
year by year, the greatness which has to be the 
commoa weal to be distributed among all the 
brethren who in this land feel that they belong to 
one family, to one root, to one same ideal, to one 
sarne democracy: a people which has to raise itself 
above the whole world, if it follows the dictates of 
its patriotic heart and is capable of rendering to 
the cause his unbreakable decision to be an Argent
ine for ever and ever. 

( Ji, ly 8th, 1947) 
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PRODUCE 

To gain the victory we must continue unite<l, 
with our eye firmly fixed on the splendici economic 
future of the country, faithfully obeying the watch
word of the moment: 

PRODUCE PnonucE PRODUCE 

(October 4th, 1946) 

ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 

Our Revolution is the second outstanding epoch iu 
the history of the country. The first achieved 
political freedom; now the second is being waged 

to obtain economic independence. - PERON 
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TucuMAN 

I MAINTAIN THAT WITHOUT ECONOMJO 

independenoe there cannot be social 
jwstice. Before any ,effort of man, we 
need economic freedom in our country; 
that is why we ha-Je ceaseVessly worked 
to obtain it. We have fought against 
all the internal and all the ,external and 
we have won; so, we are now in the 
stage of consolidating it. Today, none 
of our ewports b.ut those that we allow, 
can Veave the cowntry, and only what 
imports we allow can enter it. _:_ PER6N. 

Tucuman can b~ proud of her history and her 
destiny. May this city always be the Mecca of our 
independence, where men may come with devotion 
before this sacred altar in the cause of freedom to 
promise the country that no Argentine, no matter 
how wretched he may feel, will ever deny the 
blessing of the sovereignty and independence of his 
country before any other power on earth. 

( July 8th, 1947) 

RECONQUERING 

Argentine economic independence has an initial 
stage - to reconquer ·what we· have lost. The next 
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step is to consolidate that independence, in this 
order first in spiritual and intellectual values and 
then iru its material sense. Nations must be purged 
of their erroneous ideas, so as to leave room for 
them to imbide good ones. In that respect we are 
very far ahead. There must be very few Argenti_nes 
who can still defend the old methods of foreign 
economic domination 

( July 26th, 1947) 
PATRIMONIES · 1 1··1·· ~ 

a,1,11 ..... 

~ • l ~ ~ Just as there is a concrete, historical, social 
'. ! 1:\~ and political patrimony, there is also an economic 
· ~ one which we have been able to see, ever since the 
.·,• \l i\

1
)1#_ eco~omic independence of the Nation was declared, 
J and it lies in the responsibility of each Argentine . 
.., If we are capable of giving our lives to drive out 

i-~\=;;, whoever dares to set foot in our concrete patrimony, 
't• which is our land we must likewise make it a point 
) 1' to be ready to sa~rifice ourselves if anyone tries to 

I 

subdue our economic patrimony. 
( July 24th, 1947) 

WHAT WE WANT 

We have clearly defined which are the great 
goals. In the economic sense, we try to achieve 
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economic freedom, and our motto is to produce, 
to produce, to produce. • 

Why do we want economic independence 1 We 
want it to recuperate the sources of wealth of the 
Nation in order to distribute it among the ' . 
16 000 000 inhabitants. Why do we want to mcrease 
ou~ w~alth 1 To raise the standard of living and to 
give the people each day greater economic well
being, and to perfect their morals. It is useless to 
talk to the people about spiritual or moral values, 
when they are hungry. They must be talked to after 
they have eaten, because an empty stomach, next 
to an empty pocket, is man's most sensitive organ. 

( July 29th, 1947) 

LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE 

Nothin()' can be done without having first 
achieved that economic independence, without 
knowing that everything that Argentine produces 
comes back to us to increase the comfort, the 
happiness and the dignity of the Argentine home 
itself. That is why I have clearly established that 
nothing can be done without acquiring economic 
independence; for that reason we went to Tucuman 
and like our heroes, we declared, in the same spot 
that they did the politica~ freedom and the economic 
independence of the Nation. 

.. 
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Why did we declare it 1 Because we ha:'e 
already conquered it! We have conqu~re~ 1~, 
undoubtedly, but we must consolidate 1t; it 1s 
useless to be independent and free today, to become 
a slave tomorrow. That economic independe1:ce 
having been achieved, and we are bent on consoh~
ating it we shall be able to increase the wealtn 
of our c~untry; now we can produce twice as ~uch, 
because we know that this doubled wealth will be 
divided among the 16,000,000 inhabitant~. B~ _s1;1re 
that the government will see to it that this d1v1s10n 
will not be like the prev,ious ones when a group 
of privileged people profitted by the bigger sha_re, 
while the Argentine mass had barely enough to hve 
on. In this respect, I can promise that as long as 
I am in the government the division will be more 
and more equally shared out. Render unto the 
Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God 
the things which are God's. 

( July 30th, 1947) 

FIRST BENEFITS 

To have an idea of what this economic freedom 
means, with what we have already done and the 
trend of the government in this respect, I am 
going to give you an example. Our harvest brought 
us in annually 3,500 million pesos. Today we 
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obtain for it at least 11,500 million. This represents 
our economic independence. What happened then 1 
That 70 % of those 3,500 million went to the big 
trusts that speculated upon our production and 
commercialization. Today the government distributes 
those 11,500 million pesos among all the population. 
That is why the people stand unconditionally by 
our movement. 

LOSS DUE TO FREIGHTS, 
INSURANCE, ETC. 

( July 29th, 1947) 

You all know what is paid for a waggon-load 
of wine from Mendoza ta, Buenos Aires. I can assure 
you that soon you will stop paying that amount, 
but bear in mind that what you will pay for the 
freight of that waggon-load will g,0 to an Argentine, 
while before it went to a foreigner. The same thing 
happens with the telephone companies, gas company 
and with the hydroelectric power-stations of our 
country. Now, this economic freedom means some
thing else to the Argentine Republic. The Argentine 
Republic sold England 400,000,000 pesos' worth 
of meat annually, but paid in freights, service, 
exchange, insurance and re-insurance the amount 
of 600,000,000. Which means to say that for our 
English friends to eat our meat, we used to pay 
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them 200,000,000 pesos a year. We could analyze 
different aspects, but I can say that in the com
inercialization of our production, in maritime 
freights, in transport, by rail, in insurance, and 
many other leakages, the country lost between four 
to five thousand million pesos annually, losses which 
went to different parts of the! world. 

NATIONALIZATION OF MEANS 
OF COMMUNICATION 

( .April 9th, 1947) 

.. 
"" T 

The act of nationalizing the rnilways had no 
;need to be preceded by propaganda, or the beating 
of drums, since the sole fact of having made Ar
gentine communications independent is of itself so 
fundamental an achievement, that I cannot remem
ber a.ny other of the same magnitude for many a 
long year. This event comprises 50 % of the liber
ation of our economy. Means of communication by 
land, s~a and air will, in future, represent a part 
of the invisible patrimony of the nation; its control 
as well as ns commercial and technical respon
sibility will definitely be in Argentine hands. 

(Febr:uary 29th, 1947) 
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NO DEBTS 
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_We bought rail ways and telephones ; we are 
?uymg hydroelectric power-stations and expropriat
mg all public services. We shall continue to do so. 
Nevertheless, we have not only not increased our 
debts but we have paid them off and we are ready 
to face any situation in the future without takin•~ . b 
m_to account that we are helping the needy countries 
with · many millions. 

( JuVy 9th, 1947) 

ABSOLUTE GOVERNMENT 

We began by taking the transport companies; 
In~urance is _Argentine, at least 50 % of it; the 
Remsurance 1s all Argentine. Today we also have 
our own merchant service of 1,200,000 tons, and 
we can send our products to foreign countries in 
Argentine ships. To take those measures in order 
to secure economic independence was the first step ; 
now to ~nsure the consolidation we must take over 
the economic g-overnment. 

( July 9th, 1947) 

ELASTIC ECONOMIC REGIME 

The nationalization of our economy which is 
in itself an end, requires the utmost help to be 
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rendered by private companies as well as by 
collective organizations; by free individual initiative 
as well as by the organizing capacity of the State 
itself. The reciprocal neutralization of both princi
ples must be avoided and we must endeavour to 
extract to the utmost their potentiality whithin the 
bounds defined by the structure and psychology 
of our environment, to which end it is imperative 
to seek adaptable solutions and discard exclusive 
dogmas. 

( June £6th, 1946} 

NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL 

Our country, according to the law, written 
and unwritten, has no Ministry of Economy; but, 
if the government is going to take over the economic 
direction of the State, it is unacceptable that we 
should go on exercising the direction and economic 1 

trend of the country without a capable organization 
and a man responsible for that task. This is what 
has led the cabinet, after almost a year of thorough 
study of the tasks of government, of different ways 
of studying, appreciating and solving economic 
problems, to the conclusion that it is absolutely 
imperative that such an organization be created; 
with responsible men, like ministers and with the 
direction of a man that shall assume full responsib-
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lity of such a department in the solutions he 
>roposes, besides taking charge of the control, of 
he execution of the law, and in the coordination 

of the execution of the economic problems of the 
ountry. From this Council I hope to obtain a firm 
asis on which to build an equally firm economic
inancial situation - the foundations for the cre
tion of the future Ministry of Economy of the 
~ation. All this has obliged us to, consider the need, 
o give this Council more strength, in the study 

of, · as well as in the realization of, the measures 
that might arise out of those organizations, to create 
whithin the cabinet, just for the economic gr,oup, a 
National Economic Council. 

TO CONSOLIDATE ECONOMIC 
INDEPENDENCE 

( July 22nd, 1947) 

Before any effort of man, we need economic 
freedom in our country. Without economic indep
endence there cannot be social justice. That is why 
we have ceaselessly worked to obtain it. We have 
fought against all the external and we have won. 
So, we are now in the stage of consolidating it. 

(July 9th, 1947) 
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I need, in order to consolidate economic iTudep
endcnce, the country to produce more, transport 
more and to load more in the docks, not for myself 
but f.or all. I would get a sixteenth million part, 
be~ause I am one; but you would get more, because 
u:tuted you represent a large number. If each 
Argentine does his part in the ryeneral effort the 

. 0 ' 
country wJll reach the clouds. Unfortunately, among 
the 16,000,?00 there are 10,000,000 who spend and 
consume without producing, like the drones of the 
bee-hive, so there are only 6,000,000 left to produce 
tl1e honey. I am bent on seeino· that those 10 000 000 
"dl O ' ' 1 ers begin to worry about working. I must warn 
you that idlers abound everywhere, and they are 
not only among those who get up and go to bed 
'.ate, bun also among those who get up early. This 
1s what we need nowadays : ask the people to work 
in order to produce, and to uproot everything that 
may prove to be an obstacle, destroying it lilte 
briers and snakes. When we really start working 
the 16,000,000 inhabitants will s€rve the country 
and our sons and grandsons will proudly say, 
«How great were our fathers!». 

( June 23rd, 1947) 

136 

APPENDIX 

ACT OF THE DECLARATION OF 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 

ln the great and worthy city of San Miguel de 
Tucuman on the ninth day of the month of July 
nineteenf~rty-seven, celebrating the hundred and 
thirty · first anniversary of the declaration of 
political independence, sanctioned by the Congress 
of the United Provinces met together in eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, are now joined together in a 
solemn act the representatives of the , Nation in 
their character of governing forces, forces of the 
people and the workers, to re-assert the fir~ purpo~e 
of the Aro-entine people to accomplish thell' 
economic ind€pendence of the capitalistic foreign 
powers which had exercised their tutelage, contr?l 
and command in the form of condemnable economic 
heo·emony and of those in the country who might 

0 ' . 
be connected with them. 

To this end the signatories, representing the 
people of the Nation, guarantee the forces of their 
patriotism and the purity of their intentions, for 
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the task of mobilizing the immense forces of nat
ional production, and for concerting the terms of 
a real economic policy, in order that the products 
of Argentine labour should have a basis for discus
sion, negotiation and commercialization, and in 
order that the economic destiny of its present and 
~uture should be guaranteed for the Republic. This 
!s what they understand, this is what they wish, 
111 order that the people that produce and manu
facture the products, and the people of the world 
that consume them, can find a level of prosperity 
and well-being that wou1d be higher than -those 
obtained in any other previous epoch and higher 
than those that we can observe at the present time. 
For this, they reaffirm their will to be economically 
free, just as one hundred and thirty-one years ago 
they proclaimed their political independence. 
. The forces of production and industrialization 
now have a breadth and scope unknown before and 
can be improved by the action and work of the 
p~op~e o~ the Republic. The interchange and the 
d1str1but10n show figures that prove that commerce 
and in_dustry' are expanding jointly. The cooperation 
that fixes permanently human possibilities will be 
hastened until the complete development that the 
new conceptions of commerce and world-wide em
ployment of energy demand, shall be achieved. 
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Finally, once this declaration had been read, 
and when they had been asked if they wished the 
provinces and territories of the Argentine Republic 
to have an economy rescued and freed from foreign 
capitalism and from the economic hegemonies of the 
world, or of the nations linked with them they 
acclaimed and reiterated their spontaneous unanim
ity as a decisive vote fo~ the economic independence 
of the p ountry, deciding, in order to achieve this, 
on the following : 

PREAMBLE 

We, the representatives of the Argentine Nation 
and of the Government of the Argentine Republic, 
in Open Congress assembled by the will of the 
people, invoking the Divine Providence, do solemnly 
declare before the world the justice on which the 
people and governments of all thei Argentine prov
inces and territories base their decision to sunder 
the domineering ties of foreign capitalism bending 
this country, and recuperate our own rights and 
government, and the national economic sources. 
The Nation has acquired its economic liberty to 
retain, as a consequence, in every respect, full 
power to mould itself in the form of institutions 
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that universal justice and economy demand . in 
defence of human solidarity. 

Thus declare and ratify before the people and 
government of the Nation, the government and 
people represented here, promising both of them, 
to accomplish and sup,p,ort their will with the surety 
and guarantee of their lives and honour. The Nation 
should be informed and for the benefit of other 
States, the details of the reasons that determined 
this solemn declaration should be published in an 
Act of Proclamation, made in the Session Chambel' 
of the Congress of · the United Provinces, where in 
18116 the Independence of the Republic was declared 
and legalized by the representatives of the people 
and Argentine government here assembled. 

This Act is legalized by the President 
of the Ration General J(Uan Peron, the 
Ministers of ,the Interior, the Ministers 
of Foreign .Affairs and Religion, War 
anm Navy, the. President of the Honora.. 
ble Cham11ber of Deputies of the Nation; 
the President of the Central Bank of 
the .Argentine Republic, the Governor of 
Tuouman, fwe Senators and five Natio
nal Deputies, the Commander-in-Chief of 
the .Arm,y, the Com.mander of the Fleet, 
the Commander of the Air FMce, the 
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GO'Vernors of Santa Fe, Santiago del 
Estero, Jujuy, En'tre Rws, Salta and 
San Luis; Chiefs and Officers of the 
Army, Gov~rnment, Finance and Public 
Health, Ministers of Tucuman, Legis
la,tors of the pr.ovinces and members 
and officials of Juridical Power and 
members of the .Administration of Tu
muman, eto. 

. ' 
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IX · 

INDUSTRIALIZATION 

The future of the country will also be based on 
industry or we shall have to go under and be a 

semi-colonial country in the time to come. 
PERON. 
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WHEN IT WAS SAID THAT THE COUNTRY 
would contirvu,e to be a colony unless 
industry developed -which also holds 
good for, the pr.ruent- we conceived the 
idea of the «Secretaria de Trabajo y 
I1revisi6n» (Labour and Welfare Depart
ment) so that ,the Argentine Republic 
should not have any industr1J, until the 
formation of its e~emflnts was rational
ized, so 'that everryone of them 001,ld, 
through a social, spiritual and material 
improvement, give to that ind11stry the 
necessary pe,rfection to be able to com. 
pete, with the others at any time. PER6N, 

PLAN OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 

In the investigations carried out in the Nat
ional Postwar Council it was stated that industri
lization represents: 

a) Economic Independence; 
b) Political Independence; 
c) Economic Balance; 
d) Intesifying of work; 
e) Better professional formation; 
f) Better rewards. 
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Thus, to be able to boast of the state of matur
ity that the industrialization of a country represents, 
we have to protect and encourage good and useful 
industries, which are the basis of work, production 
and a school for skilled workers and technical 
experts. We have to facilitate the development of 
productive industrial and commercial activities and 
introduce an adequate classification trying to cen
tralize the control by establishing national institutes 
of investigation for each specific branch and by 
systematizing the study of the problems that arise, 
in order to solve them in a quick and practical 
manner, we have to encourage the creation of in
dustries protecting especially those that manufac
ture national raw materials, to supply for local 
industries in barren or semi-deserted regions; · to 
coordinate the production of the different indus
tries among themselves and evolve a vast plan for 
public works; systematize the calculation of the 
expenses and lighten the fiscal charges imposed on 
the starting industries, raising the taxes once they 
are standing on solid ground. 

( June Z6th, 1946) 

OBJECTIVES 

From today onwards we shall industrialize the 
country so that our work may be done by .Argentine 
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workers and so that they may earn what foreign 
workers earned before. This is what industrializ
ation means to us. To accomplish this cycle we shall 
complete and intensify the economic cycle of 
production and consumption, we shall produce 
more, and value that production in view of our 
own industrialization and commerce, avoiding 
exploitation and increasing the consumption. When 
this cycle is closed, we shall be able to provide our 
country with 80 or 9Q per cent of our production 
and we shall only export 10 or 20 per cent, because 
it is necessary to convince ourselves that the money 
of a man from Catamarca or Santiago del Estero 
is worth as much as that of the English, .Americans 
or Japanese . .All this problem is in itself simple 
if one tries to solve it, but it gets complicated when 
one cannot or does not want to solve it. We have 
our orientation clearly defined and a plan of action 
that wil~ take us directly to the achievement of the 
objectives we are looking for. I 

( July 30th, 1947) 

INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE 

It is indisputable that a right coordination of 
the process of industrialization and commercializ
ation is also a fundamental point in the valuation 
of the products. The farmers know the labour it 
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takes to get out of the earth a quintal of maize 
and it is painful to witness the fact that when that 
quintal of mai,;e has been sold at the price of ten 
pesos it should go to the railways or into the 
furnace of a factory, or to the pigsty, without 
ever increasing its value. On the other hand, a 
convenient industrialization prevents · that that 
quintal .obtained at price of ten pesos, should be 
spent at the same price, because by obtaining from 
it all the py-products that its valuation can contain 
for industry, it could be raised to four times its 
original price, that is, forty pesos the quintal. With 
those forty pesos produced by the elaboration of 
the varied by-products, the conditions of the pro
ducer can be improved, those that industrialize the 
product can get a greater profit and there would 
still be left over a considerable sum to pay better 
salaries to the workers of that industry. That is 
preci,sely what industries will have to fulfill so as 
not to undervalue raw materials. And I mention 
maiz.e a,s an e.xai;nple, but I could say the same about 
the other products of our soil. It is necessary to 
accomplish what modern economy demands: not to 
export our agricultural production, but export the 
pr.oducts already industrialized, so that the profit 
obtained by production and work should remain 
in our own country. 

( A i,gi,st 24th, 1946) 
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EVERYTHING SHOULD BE ARGENTINE 

Foundations have already been laid for the 
national tin-plate factory - an article of trade 
which is taking to,o long in getting to our country
in which the containers we need to export our 
production in will be manufactured. Due to the 
ack of a factory of tin-plate containers, the Republic 

has lost many thousands of milli.ons of pesos ; and 
we have not had any tin-plate factory before 
because certain foreigners that negotiated with our 
food production, objected to it. But in the future 
we shall have the containers that our production 
requires, the ships necessary to transport it, and 
those who in previous times commanded here as if 
they were in their own land, will have to submit 
and receive our products canned by Argentine 
hands, transported by Argentine railways and 
taken to Europe by Argentine ships. 

(March 2nd, 1947) 

PROTECT! ONISM 

The characteristic mark of the rapid increase 
of national industry has been an extraordinary 
migration of working hands to the industrial centres. 
This pr.ocess has brought about with it a correlative 
increase of the influence of that class on society; 
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and at the same time it has served as a great 
supporting force for the improvement of the stand
ard of living of our working classes. 'ro make this 
extraordinary evolution possible in our social struct
ure; it has been necessary to invest a considerable 
part of our national savings for a decisive promotion 
of Argentine industry with great faith and an 
elevated spirit of enterprise. To protect and consol
idate to a just and reasonable measure, the legit
imate collective interests implied in our industrial 
development, must be then one of the fundamental 
objectives of our economic policy in the present 
circumstances. But our industrial policy does not 
stop there, it plans out its benefits in view of 
society, and marks a true period of improvement in 
which we cannot and must not go backwards. 

(October 4th, 1946} 

CAPABLE WORKERS 

Argentine industry is still in its first stages. 
In our times no nation can become industrial in the 
full sense of the word - that is to say, to such 
an extent, that it may compete with any other 
country in the world - if it does not achieve 
perfection in the standard of manufacturing so as 
to be in a superior condition as regards competition 
in the markets of the world. For that reason, the 
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Argentine Republic cannot aspire to be an industrial 
country without improving the standard of manu
facturing through instruction and education of 
the workers. 

( June £8th, 1944) 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS 

We have thought many times that when a 
country starts on its way to industrialization it 
can110~ only be accomplished by good will; assiduous 
work is necessary as well as great sacrifice. The 
Nation should spare no efforts while trying to train 
her people to be efficient so that they may bring 
greatness to this country for which we are all ready 
to give our lives. How then can we refuse to make 
these sacrifices. We are going to create technical 
universities ... We expect the future experts who 
will undertake the management of the country, to 
come out of those schools of willing pupils. We want 
the workers fashioned in the present technical 

' schools, to be able to complete a whole cycle of 
learning, not only theoretically because we know 
very well how many amateurs with a proficiency 
certificate have scattered all over our territory. 

( April 9th, 1947) 
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t APPRENTICESHIP 

Another aspect of the plan we are carrying out 
is that which relates to the training of apprentices. 
The «Secretaria de Trabajo y Prevision» has in 
mind the shaping of the future Argentine workers 
in schools supported by the government. If lawyers, 
doctors, military men and teachers are with no 
expense trained by the State in schools that we 
all pay for, why should we compel the worker to 
learn at the cost of great sacrifices in a workshop 
and why should we not have a school that might 
prepare him to be a useful artisan for the rest 
of his life f 

( April 9th, 1945) 

GUIDE TO TRAINING 

It is necessary to guide the professional training 
of Argentine youth, so that those that lack means 
or capacity may understand that it is better than 
havh1g an easy job in a public office to advance 
in factories and workshops, where ve;y often one 
can earn one's bread in a deserving manner. So 
that_ those th~t go in for University careers, may 
realize that mdustrial professions offer them as 
vast a field as Law, Medicine or Engineering. 
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TOWARDS VICTORY! 

I am going • to finish with a reassurance that 
I should like to see shared by all the people in this 
country, friend~ and political enemies, citizens and 
countrymen, workers, capitalists and professional 
men from all classes; I should like it to be shared 
because it is the expression of an ardent wish of 
my government that the Argentine Republic may 
accept this first firm step towards industrialization 
with the conviction that in this way she is going 
to build the welfare and happiness of all, without 
exception. We should all enlist in this campaign. 
We are all going to fight in order to : 

1. Pr.otect national industry; 
2. Encourage the creation of new companies; 
3. Raise the standard of industrial profits; 
4. Improve our economy; 
5. Raise the national income; 
6. Achieve a great general welfare that 1Aay 

consolidate social peace. 
To obtain victory we have to be united, and 

look forward to the marvellous economic future of 
our country aJ1d remain faithful to the watchword 
of the moment: 

. . 
' ,• 

PRODUCE! PRODUCE! PRODUCE! 
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FINANCES 

'l'he nationalization of the Central Bank was the 
starting poin~ for carrying out all the things that -
have been applauded, because when the money 

became Argentine it was possible to go on 
buying all the rest that was not 

Argentine. - PERON. 
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THE REVOLUTION PROPOSED TO TAKE FOR 

all ,the .Argentines what ma'rll!J men wJw 
caVl themselves pwre, had impudently 
transferred from the pat,rimony that not 
only belongs to us, but to the thousands 
of generations of .Argentines yet to come. 
PER6N. 

NATIONALIZATION OF THE CENTRAL 
BANK 

The first action of the government to reconquer 
.its economic independence was to nationalize the 
Central Bank of the Argentine Republic. It is as 
though we had said that we had nationalized the 
national government ... In its organization in our 
country up to the day we nationalized it, it filled 
the functions of all the Central Banks: the financial 
regulation of all the factors which functioned in 
the Argentine market. In consequence it was the 
custodian of the gold, the custodian of the fiduci
aury circulation or of the money and it was . the 
regulator of credit and all Argentine securities. 
Its directorate was formed by two delegates of the 
Argentine Government and the representatives of 
all the foreign banks, so that we had in that bank 

157 

I ' 

. ' 



which emitted our money and took care of our gold, 
only two representatives as against eight who were 
representatives of foreign enterprises. That was 
the Central Bank · of the Argentine Republic. As 
a consequence of this all the control of the financial 
system was held, not by the Argentine Government, 
but by the different financial markets of the world. 
We have established on a small scale our own 
market here, and the government has taken upon 
itself the whole of this task, and to-day the Central 
Bank is formed by a purely Argentine Board, thus 
we have nationalized the said institution. 

(July 26th, 1947) 

WHAT WAS THE CENTRAL BANK? 

What was the Central Bank 1 An organization 
at the complete service of private and international 
banking interests. It managed and controlled the 
exchange and bank credits and decided the monet
ary policy of the natio~ with total indifference 
regarding· the political economy that the Nation 
had to develop for the promotion oi its wealth. In 
the name of foreign theories it did not listen to 
just claims in favour of al greater industrialization 
which was the basis of the independence of the 
country. Organized like a perfect monopoly, the 
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banks were directed by a closed pool in which the 
private entities could impose their opinions at 
meetings, on the official banks. Thus, the private 
banks with only an initial contribution of 30 .4 per 
cent of the capital - approximately six millions -
had the extraordinary privilege of managing the 
meetings, holding in custody the gold of the Nation 
and the exercise of all the faculties of the govern
ment which are ought not to be delegated for 
reasons_ of state autonomy. 

The Central Bank promoted the inflation 
against which it appeared to struggle, violating 
Article N.0 40 of its organic law, and emitting bills 
without limit against blocked devisen abroad, the 
gold of which could not be disposed of at the 
moment of its emission. In other words, it conspired 
against the Nation and acted visibly in favour of 
foreign and international interests. That is why its 
nationalization has been, without doubt, the most 
tmnscendfnt financial 11wasitre of the "/Jast fifty 
years. 

( Ji,ly 26th, 1947) 

MENTALITIES 

The nationalization of the Central Bank 
explains the phenomenon, inexplicable to many 
people who, for fifty years, were accustomed to ask 
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for a foreign loan when it was necessai·y to buy 
five trams. With that mentality it cannot be 
explained that we have in eight months been able 
to buy over the Telephone Company, the Gas Com
pany and the Railways strictly cash down. Previo
usly there was a11other way of thinking. It was no 
lack of capacity, but something else that was more 
difficult : one lived deceived and in the dark; 
without mentioning other factors that are less 
admissable. 

(Febrnary 28th, 1·947) 

DEVISEN 

Some people say we have no Dcvisen. I ask: 
«When has the Argentine Republic had devisen at 
her disposal?». We had them to the value of twelve 
thousand five hundred million, which was the 
public.i debt. Those were the devisen which Argentine 
used before. One should ask what the devisen were 
wanted for. When we have neither money nor dev
isen we shall not buy, We shall make what we n,eed 
here and we shall live better. Fort,unately, we have 
come of age and we have three b,undred and fifty 
thousand establishments with which to supply the 
people of the Argentine with manufactured 
J)roducts. 

( July 9th, . l!H/7) 

IGO 

WE SHALL GRANT NO LOANS 

\'Ye shall not grant loans to obtain dcvisen. 
And logically, we shall be censured for it by those 
who negotiated in devisen. I can say that, to-day, 
le country has a currency with a1 backing which it 
aclzcd before. 

( J 117y 23rd, 194'7) 

THE PREVIOUS AND THE PRESENT POSTWAR 

They say we have no devisen and that is why 
we closed our doors to the importation of perfumes, 
whisky, silk and luxury cars. We have the exper
ience of the end of the other war. Experience is a 
dear school, but fools learn in no other. We do wish 
to learn in that manner. In the yea1r 1920, two 
yeaTS after 1918, things occurred that are not hap
pening in 1947, two years after 45. In 1920 then~ 
were soup kitchens in the street; bread cost 1.20 
per kilo and was bought at the police stations arnl 
in January we had the tragic week, because the work
men came out to ask for better wages to that they 
might eat. To-day as then, it is two years after the. 
termination of the second war which left the world 
plunged in misery and despair. Looking back, the 
. ·ear 18 was child's play compared with what il:l 
happening in the world to-day when thousands of 
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men al'e dying of hunger. Analysing comparatively 
what took place then and what is happening now, 
we ask, «Why?». Because during those two years, 
all that we had accumulated with our work, went 
abroad; and now they want us, with the same 
procedure, to arrive within a year of the same 
situation as in 1920, when, instead of buying 
machines, ships and railways, we spent the money 
on perfumes, whisky, wine, etc. They say we ha\7e 
no devisen. I ask «'\Vhcn has ArgentinaJ had devisen 
if, when opportunities arose and she had to buy 
goods to the value $ 10. 000. 000 she made a loan 
of$ 20.000.000?». And of those$ 20.000.000, 10 
were spent in buying what was needed) and the rest 
vanished like smoke in the hands of conjurors. 

( July £3rd, 1947) 

REGULATED IMPORTATION 

v,..r e wish to deliver currencies in exchange for 
machinery or more useful things for the country. 
That is why we have suppressed many articles of 
Argentine importation. In other words, what w0 
want is to establish an economic government in our 
country, not only a political government. 

( July £6th, 1947) 
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SELFISH PROTECTION 

It would not be fair to interpret the sense of 
our new regime of importation as a simple attempt 
at selfish protection; here is a vital question for our 
collective well-being and for our social stability. I 
repeat, it tends to consolidate the improveme1:ts in 
the lives of workmen. and to encourage the nse of 
our workmen to higher sectors of industrial life. 
life. 

(October 4th, 1946) 

GOLD OR SHIPS 

They say that we should not take away the 
gold. And I ask, «If there were a period .of hunger, 
should we eat the gold?». And even considering the 
matter from a financial point of view, I ask if gold 
is of use for any other purpose than buying, and 
if" it can be invested in anything better than acqu.ir
ing machinery which will produce gold and 
steamers which will bring gold. On maritime 
freights alone we spent 400. 000. 000 a year because 
we had no fleet of our own; now that we have a 
fleet of 1. 200. 000 tons, freight costs do not go to 
foreign companies but to our own companies. If 
before in the port you used to see twenty foreign 
ships and only one flying the Argentine flag, now 
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you will see twenty ships flying our own flag to 
one with a foreign flag. What does the State do 
with the piles of gold that are in the Central Bank? 
If they were left where they are, in four or five 
years time they would not have produced any pro:(it 
at all. Is it not better to exchange a couple .nf 
those piles for ships, the cost of which, in four 
years time, is covered by their freights and to find 
'that when a given time has elapsed we have both 
the piles and the ships~ Gold is of use only when 
it can buy, be utilized and increased. Keeping i · 
1mder the mattress is usel€ss because it is cold 
and hard ... 

( Ja,ly 23rd, 194-7) 

THE PUBLIC DEBT 

We have r epatriated the whole of the public 
J.ebt which was abroad. vY e have increased ouT 
internal debt. The Argentin€ Republic came to owe 
12,500,000,000 abroad for which we paid. to the 
amount of n early 2,000,000 per day, and to-day, 
not only do we not pay those millions as amortiz
ation and interest, but we can say that we collect 
a few millions a rear . And we collect them for 
erviccs that have to be fulfilled by those who 
we us m om~y. 

( July 9th, 1947) 
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LEGAL TENDER 

We have, at this moment, as property of the 
Central Bank of the Argentine Republic 1,500 tons 
of gold which might represent 5,800,000,000 peso;5 
in round figures, of which the Republic has emitt€d 
only 3,700,000,000, which means that we could at 
present emit 2,000 millions -or more. Nevertheless, 
the government is not going to emit them, because 
it wishes to defend its legal tender and because 
there is no need to emit them. Such is the econo
mic financial state of the ccruntry. Our guarantee 
in gold, together with the guarantees in devisen, 
i · at pr esent in a proportion that knows no parallel 
i,n the whole of our economic-financial histoTy. Tho 
backing comes to 151.11 per cent and this paper 
peso of our fiduciary circulation has never had 
behind it $ 1.51 gold to back it. So, how should 
we think of inflationary measures when we aTe 
waking efforts to freeze fnnds in order to avoid 
inflation 1 

(D ecemiber 16th, 1946) 

SAVINGS 

We encourage saving as the first step towards 
social welfare, because we consider that strong 
countries are precisely those which k,now how to 
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sava and accumulate their material economies. The 
virtuous countries are those that gather these 
material economies together with spiritual values, 
destined to be incorporated into the national 
patrimony, in such a ' way that the country can 
dispose of them when human or extrahuman forces 
claim the greawst concentration of energy to save 
the country. 

(May 1st, 1944) 

I 
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XI 

FOUNDATIONS OF RURAL 
ECONOMY 

The modern concept . of a democratic nation rn 
progress, imposes the equitable distribution 

of the rich es which its soil produces. 
PER6N. 
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THE SOIL SHOULD KOT 13E .~X JXCO,IF • 

prod1UJing possession biit the p ,·opNfJI of 
those who worl" it. - PERON. 

COUNTRY AND CITY 

Fo1· us there is no suc-h thing as an industrial 
pop11lation or a country population, but a unique 
aud genuine working population. ,,Tc cannot con
ceive th e idea of pros1icrous citics and jmpoYC'rished 
ountry . 

(May 1st, 1944) 

RURAL EXODUS 

We should not solve anything if we went on 
obtaining advantages for the city workers only; 
and this for a simple reason; twenty years ago, the 
Argentine Republic had 70 per cent of its men in 
the country and 30 per cent in the citieR; to-clay, 
70 per cent is in the cities and -30 in the country. 
Therefore, if we continue in this way, it will not 
be many years before the demographic accumulation 
and unbalance lead us to a gradual impoverishment, 
to the detriment, precisely, of th e city workers 
the1uselves. 

(July 29th, lfU.5 ) 



DEPAUPERIZATION 

When we publicly denounced the depopulation 
of the country and its correlative city over
crowding; when we exhibited the country hovel 
and the slum-dwdling as the compulsory home of 
the ·working men; when we described the under
nomishment and the physiological misery of the 
inhabitants of the interior and the result of these 
subhuman conditions of existence when we pointed 
out that 50 per cent of our boys of twenty were 
unfit for military service, which means incapacity 
for the struggle for life ; when w1:1 studied the wage 
problem in relation to the cgst of living; when we 
r eferred to tho decreasing birth rate of our popul
ation which does not increase, we · are really stating 
that the destiny of the most humble citizen, is bound, 
by immutable solidarity, to the destiny of the 
whole Nation, and that any injustice committed 
against him , offends the entire Country. 

( A ug11st 8th, 1945) 

HE WHO CANNOT PAY FOR LABOUR 
SHOULD NOT HAVE IT 

Let us understanu that the position of the 
labourer in all its aspects, came, at a certain time, 
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to be a dissimulated form of slavery, for there is 
no other name for a situation in which men who 
earn 15 to 20 pesos per month found themselves 
in this country. Regarding this matter I have 
declared that he who has the land must work it; 
and he who cannot afford labourers must work it 
himself. On the other hand, if he is not capable of 
working it, he should sell it. In this respect, vve shall 
be absolutely inflexible, because ·we cannot tolerate, 
nor shall we tolerate in any way, that men 1,_ , -on 
living in a manner such as, this, of which we already 
have too much experience. Working people in 
general, be they urban or rural, must be able to 
count on an adequate wage, free and hygienic work; 
and enjoy, too, healt;hy homes, to which all men who 
work have a right. 

(Jnne 25th, 1944) 

THE LABOURER'S STATUTE 

The Labourer's Statute, which has met with 
some resistance, is an indispensable government 
measure. The Revolution would not have been able 
to justify itself before history had it not put an 
end to the terrible situation of the agricultural 
labourer . . . It was not our intention to use the 
Labourer's Statute to force any one to do what he 
could not do. We hope that by degrees, all who 
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have a labourer in their se1•v jce will improve his 
living conditions until a standard of living is reach
ed anJ stabilized in which such a man may live, 
have a home and be able to suppo1t his family, 
such co11,ditions arc indispensable for any human 
bejng. 

(November 30th, 1944) 

FARMERS AND AGRICU LTURAL WORKERS 

V·-le also know that the men who till the land 
claim improvements and we aspire to establish 
definitely that in this country it is considereJ 
unacceptable that the land be income-producing 
pr operty, it should belong to those ,vho make it 
fertile by their efforts. We cannot carry out this 
proj ect all at once, but I pr.omise you that when 
the pToblem of the land is faced and sol~cd, there 
will not be- one Argentine who will not have th e 
ri.ght t o own land in hi. O\Vn count ry. 

(No'Vem ber 30th, 1944) 

DISLODGING AND DISPOSSESSING 

Over agricultural homes there no longer hang 
1he heavy anguish of dislodgement and dispossession. 
The countryman now feels secure upon the fri~dly 

soil and gi ves himself up to it fervently ._ Ploughs 
dig deeper furrows, tearing up the fert~le earth, 
because they know that the fruit of their efforts 
is assured. 

(May 1st, 1947) 

THE REGIME OF THE SOIL 

The Revolution has fulfilled its social phase 
by assuring for the city workers minimum condit
ions of dignity for a prosperous livelihood. It would 
have failed in the most serious of its duties had 
it not faced that which is essential in all revolution
ary movements worthy .of the n,a1?e that histo~y 
remembers ; the problem of the. r egime of the s01l; 
tliat risky and extremely difficult proolem to solve, 
that demagogues have always avoided and which 
we. who are not demagogues but genuine forgers 
of · the good, the only possible socia l order, t~at 
,d1ich is based on justice, aro going to face with 
determination and faith, putting our t rust _ in the 
1,mderstanding of the Argentines. 

( Aiigi,st 8th, 1945) 

REDUCTION IN LAND-LEASING 

We have already faced this pl'Oblcm with the 
dccTees for the compulsory reduction of land rent , . . 



which will permit, now that the prices of the 
products of _th~ soil v~ill undoubtedly go up gener
ally - for it 1s not m vain that the hungry and 
devast_~ted world looks eagerly towards Argentina, 
the umversal granary - the worker of the soil to 
be the one who benefits and not he who has made 
of the land a simple income-producing instrument. 

( Aitgus~ 8th, 19{5) 

OUR LAND POLICY 

land The la~1d su~plied by _the State must be cheap 
11 , that is, a~Justed to its productive value and 

ot to a value mflated by determined speculation 
on :he part of ceaselessly pushing multitudes, 
spur~ e_d on and ~I ways disposed to sacrifice the 
con~1~10ns of ~heir own lives and those of their 
fan_nlies, m their eagerness to find a little farm on 
wl11ch to raise theirt hut. Only in this way shall we 
~e ;ble to make of ,our agriculture a stable industry 
dll con_ve~·t our country into a world full of faith 
and 01)tim1sm To 1·11 • h b . . • crease t e num er of propriet-
ors_ 1~ the best way to increase the number of 
satisfied people. And bear in mind that this is 
not the moment to deal with the arduous problem 
of the large rural tracts of land and the small 
ones. I limit myself to establishing the principle 
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that is to inspire my movement, which is that the 
land has to be an instrument of work and not of 
income. 

( June 4th, 1946) 

THE NEW REGIME OF PUBLIC LAND 

The hope of the farm worker who is to become 
the owner of the land he tills, is now becoming a 
palpable reality, thanks to the simplification 
achieved in bureaucratic procedures and to the 
accelerated working rhythm exacted of the adminis
trative and technical personnel. Thus, the longed
for title deeds, that give root and provide welfare 
to country families, are now being granted as soon 
as the settler fulfils his legal obligations on the 
land itself on which stands the «rancho criollo», 
now converted into a comfortable and decent 
dwelling which will contribute m giving moral 
uplift to the countryman. 

In the great tracts of land of the South, in 
the wild plateaux of Patagonia, in the fruit- pro
ducing lands this side of the Andes, in the Northern 
tracts that lie between the forests of the Chaco and 
1Vlisiones, there will no longer be «intruders» who 
figure beside the law, because they are gradually 
being converted into proprietors or direct tenants, 
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which apa1t from stimulating and intensifyino· the 
work on _the land, has caused justice to reach all 
homes w1thout passing indifferently before the 
dool's of the most humble and distant, who embodY 
~he palpabl_e manifestation .of pcrsomil effort, ,Yhict1 
is what will create the histor.1· of our economic 
rnclcpe11clc11ce. 

(May 1st, 1946) 

NATIONAL COMPREHENSION 

This is not an easy undertaking. It requires 
above all, accurate national comprehension that is 
on t_he ~art of the inhabitants of the citi~s, whos~ 
:1estmy is bound ur with that of the country, and 
,,lso, and very specially, on the part of the farmer,.q 
and wage-earning-labourers who aspire to become 
farmers, for they will have to arm themselves with 
e1;1ergy and determination to help us achieve without 
hit?h a ta~k of authentic revolutionary feeling, 
whic~ we impose on ourselves as an undelayable 
exaction of our destiny, created . for great sociai 
con quests. 

( August 8th, 1945) 

THE LAND AND INTEGRAL ECONOMY 

The pr?blem of the land is not, in th.c Argent
ine R public, an i olated problem, although rn, 1Y 
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farmers believe that the world rcvohcs around 
their farms. Unfortunately, it is a problem to 
which many ot~er_ activ~ties of the c.ountry . f r e 
bound. To solve it m an isolated manner would be 
a solution for to-day and a grave problem for to
morrow or the day after. 'rhercfore, the govern
ment cannot consider measures that represent the 
solution of an immediate problem and the creation 
of twenty later problems. To govern is to foresee 
and foresight exacts solutions of the problems of 
a couhtry that take into account the fact that some 
cannot be independent of the others. There is an 
economic cycle that the Nation must respect, which 
is production, industrialization, commercialization 
and consumption. ·when this cycle closes, each one 
of these operations is bound to the other. It would 
h() useless for the farmers to produce if there were 
no consumption in the country or exportation did 
not absorb the rest of their produce, because then 
they would not be able to consume all the wheat 
they had. The State must, therefore, link these four 
operations. This lip.king together implies that the 
land problem must be given a national solution; 
aiJ.d sometimes, as is natural, something will have 
to be sacrificed for the benefit of society in general. 
and at other times benefits will accrue in an extra
ordinary manner, too, because of this collective 



solution. The compensation between sacrifices and 
?enefits within the complete cycle is what should 
mterest the farmer, as well as the industrialist 
the b~1si~essman or the government itself. That i~ 
why 1t 1s one thing to look at the problem from 
the farm and another to look at it from here with 
the responsibility of considering the proble;ns of 
all; the farmers, the industrialists, the businessmen, 
the producers and the consumers . 

o.n analyzing this I am sudde1;ly reminded of 
when it was n_ecessary to subsidize land production. 
~he State paid almost 1,000 millions so that the 
f~~mers should not lose their crops nor be insuf
f1c1ently remunerated. 

Those 1,000 millions were not recovered from 
land production and- were paid with differences in 
exchange, that came from the cities and not from 
the country. But I do not wish to make a question 
of the differences between the land and the city. 

Within the body of the Republic we must all 
be ready to make a sacrifice for others when it is 
ne~essary. That is the spirit of solidarity which musr 
exist within the Nation, among all its members, 
whatever the activity to which they apply them
selves may be. 

(March 29th, 194/l ) 

178 

- ......... 

SELLING MONOPOLY VERSUS 
BUYING MONOPOLY 

Remember the beginning .of the agricultural 
crisis in 1917. I have some land in the south and 
I sell wool, therefore I know that from 30 pesos, 
in a period of three months, it went down to 4 pesos. 
I did not know whether to shear the sheep or not. 
The same thing happened to the farmers. Wheat 
went down to $ 5.50 in three months. Why did thi_.; 
happen 1 Because those who waged war, met and 
formed a buying monopoly and the monopol_v 
imposed the prices on the seners and naturally 
took; it to its lowest limit. What is now happening 
in the Argentine Republic and not in ·.other 
_countries? That to the buying monopoly we have 
opposed the selling monopoly. That is the reason 
why tho State buys from the farmers, because if 
it left them free to the speculations of large trusts, 
the prices we should have today would not be above 
those we ha<l in 1917. At least there are no reasons 
why they should be. 

(Mai·ch 29th, 1947) 

WHEAT 

The Government obtains no profit from wheat. 
On the contrary, in some cases it loses money 



because it is subsidizing the consumption. 1J rn 
might say that you are not ;responsible, but I mu. 
rnle 16 million inhabitants, therefore it is necessary 
for each to give a share for people to be able to 
have bread at 40 cts and at $ 2 the kilo. We should 
gain nothing in working differently because th3 
c:ycle of inflation follows the economic cycle and 
fulfilled in one aspect .of production it rebounds 
immediately and directly on the producer. Therefore 
to defend the whole is to defend each one of its 
parts. 

(March fJ9th, 1947) 

MAIZE AND ITS TRANSPORT 

There are other factors that play a part. For 
example, maize that has given people so much to 
tall{ about lately, and is still being talked about. 
It is necessary to consider that maize must be 
~ransp.orted, .and in order of priority for transport 
it comes last in a country which has to transport 
25 million tons of cereals when its means of 
transport do not allow more than 11 million. ·what 
do we do with the other 14 millions? If we abandon 
the action that we have taken you may be suro 
that the farmers would lose over 50 % of the . 
..produce of their work. We are fighting to secm'e 
it for them. It is a problem which needs deep 

study. There are .not enough means of ti-ansport 
in the world. You might say: why does the Govern
ment not buy machinery, railway lines, and increase 
the means of transport. And I say : Who will sell 
them? There is England who has not renewed 
railway material for many years, and of course it 
have not been modernized. The United States is in 
a: still worse condition. Sweden, Norway, etc., are 
in similar position and so, who will give us railway 
lines, engines, wagons, if they need them for 
themselves. 

(March fJ9th, 194'7) 

INDUSTRIALIZATION OF LINSEED 

Therefore the government plan is quite simple : 
it is only a question of carrying out the fundamental 
work, it is a question 0£ creating greater riches as 
we are now doing through a greater production 
and a better industrialization of our own product
ion, in order to prevent what happened before, when 
we prodi1eed linseed and we sent it to Eur-ope and 
:firom there it was sent back, and for changing that 
seed into oil they charged five times what they 
had paid for the raw material. You know better 
than I do, that till the year 1945 and well into 
1946 we sent our linseed to Europe and North 
America for them to send it back manufactured. 
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From now onwards - and it has already 
happened in 1946 and part of 1947 - not one 
seed has left the country. Now we make our own 
oil and with God's help, as the oil is used almost 
entire~y to make paint, we shall put up paint 
factories; and then we shall send neither flax nor 
oil to them but we shall send them p~int. 

( July 90th, 1947) 

A CATTLE CRISIS 

A cattle crisis would affect the economic basis 
of other activities in the country. This we know 
through the experiences suffered shortly after the 
end of the 1914-1918 war. If we encourage our 
1vroducers to sustain, refine and enlarge their 
production, we shall ensure abundant supplies for 
our use and export with which we, shall ensure the 
first step to the success which the international 
demand .of meat which will continue for a number 
of years, requires. 

(November 23rd, 1946) 

POLICY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 

With the United Kingdom, traditional buyer 
of ~he expor~able meat surplus, we signed a treaty 
wl11ch established two important points. The first 

-., 

was that the ooligatiorr of selling meat to Englancl 
did not cover 100 % of the exportable surplus but 
83 % in 1947 and 78 % in 1948 and a proportion 
which would be decided upon later on for -the 
coming years. The second was that the prices for 
those sales would be established at special meetings 
on the minimum basis of increasing them by at 
least 45 % compared to the prices of the first 
contract. These two points constitute the most 
appropriate basis of the policy of the government, 
bearing in mind the following three points: (1) 
an increase in the volume and quality of our 
production, (2) reorganization of our internal 
commerce, leading to the fact that our people 
should have more meat at lower prices, and ( 3) 

dgfence of our colonization and prices of our 
products in foreign markets. These three aims are 
interlocked and, in order that the effects of the . 
action of the government may be far-reaching, it 
must tend in the first -place to avoid a decrease i.n 
production, and in the second place that all 
producers b~ or small should obtain their fair 
share of the wealth that they have helped to create. 

(November 23rd, 1946) 
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FOSTERING THE REGIONAL CATTLE 
BREEDING INDUSTRY 

The new prices of purchase at the factory for 
111e different categories will have an increase which 
may be from 23 to 36 % . You will realize that 
some categories have. benefited from increases whicl 
due to their magnitude define a new cattle breeding 
policy. Because with these prices we help the 
development of regions potentially apt for product
ion but devoid of encourngcmcnt and which possess 
amp le })Ossibi.lities of trnde in world markets. 

( N ovenib er 23n1, 1946) 

HOME CONSUMPTION OF MEAT 

For almost 20 years we have paid more for 
meat in Buenos Aires than was paid in England 
for the best that was exported by us. This phenom
enon will cea-se. W o must have our best meat at a 
price lower than is prevalent in England. With this 
I want to make clear that in the social and political 
pheres the government has a clearly defined aim. 

(October 9th, 1946) 

SOME NECESSARY REMINDERS 

V-l e want to govern in the complete sense. of 
the word. The older farmers can observe the results 

of this policy by remembering what happened in 
the postwar world of 1918 ru1d by comparing it 
with what happens in 1947. The two periods are 
exactly similar. Compare the prices of production. 
This is not something that God has sent us. God 
has helped us, but we have done our share. 

(March 29 th, 194'7) 

,, 
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APPENDIX II 

HOW THE REVOLUTION IS BEING MADE 
EFFECTIVE IN THE GOVERNMENT PlAN 
OR ITS NATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICY 

MEASURES AIMED AT RAISING THE STANDARD 
OF LIVING OF THE WORKING POPULATION· IN 
TOWN AND COUNTRY 

'l'o raise the standard of living, the national 
economic policy aims. at obtaining a rise of national 
income and a more equitable distributi011 of the 
same among the different sectors which compose it. 

I - INCREASE OF NATIONAL INCOME 

'l'o obtain this increase, the government plan 
anticipates an increase of the country's industrializ
ation and a growing power of production on the 
part of the workers due to higher technical capacity 
and an agrarian plan. · 

a) I.ndustdalization 

In order to increase the industrialization of the 
country, the Revolutionary Government has taken 
the following steps: 
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Decree N.~ 14,630, to promote 
and protect industries, has be n 
l'igorously enforced ; 

An exchange policy favourable 
to the acquisition of machinery and 
raw materials for industry, and to 
promote the exportation of manu
factured goods ; 

Regulation of the importation of 
those articles which national industry 
produces .at low cost; 

To incre.a.sc Promotion of bank credit fo1• 
• d t . 1 I the installation of new factories • 
111 us na - \ · ' 

. t· Enlargement of the capital and 
iza 1011 . • 

powers of the Argentme Industrial 
Credit Bank; 

National plan, designed to en
co-urage chemical production, such as 
lead, sulphur, calcium carbide and 
alloys. 

Reduction of interest on State 
bonds and on money in general so ' 
as to direct capital towards indm;try; 

Promotion of savings with the 
\ same object. 
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b) Pe1'Sonul Pl'ocluctfre Capacity 

Increase of the national revenue cannot be 
obtained, needless to say, solely through industrial
ization, it must be accom1 anied by a greater 
peie.solml capacity for production on the pa1-t of 
an workers in every trade. To obtain this, the 
government has taken 1.he following- steps: 

, Creation of schools for apprent-
'I'o incrt)ase ~ il.'cship and professional orientation; 

the ) Elimination o:f' strikes, b:r carry-

produ:tive I ing 0~1t a soci:;i l policy; 
capacity Campaign for the increase of 

. production. 

c) Agraricm Plan 

To increase the pl'oduction of the _soil, meaSlffes 
dealing with colonization are being put into oper
ation, land is being given to the majority of those 
who work it, the action of international trusts is 
being avoided in commercialization and agricul
tura,1 and cattle breeding research is being intern1-
ified. 
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/ National tin-plate to allow can-
ning of home-grown produce and to 
increase the value of such produce; , 

Intense colonizing action carried 
out by the Mortgage Bank of the 
Nation; 

Facilitation of transactions deal
ing with the delivery of title deeds 

. to public lands, sold .or rented; 
To mcrease El. . . f . . 

1mmat10n o mternat10nal 
rural \ trusts from the commercializ;;i.tion 'Jf 

production production; 

Commercial treaties which assure 
new markets ; 

Intensification of agricultural 
and cattle breeding research in order 
to improve production, technically 

1 and economically ; 

\ Guarantee to agriculturalists 
, that they will not be evicted. 

II - EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME 

If to raise the standard of living of the popul
ation, it is necessary to increase the production of 
the sources of wealth, which are the origin of that 
income, the equitable distribution of the same 
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amonO' all the sectors that contribute to produce it, 
is the0 task which must be fulfilled immediately. In 
this direction the ,first effective move of the revol
ution consist~d in carrying out a clear policy of 
social rights, which we sum up as follows: 

Elimination of unjust salaries, 
adapting them to the cost of living; 

A social policy to cover the 
risks which, previously, had to be 
covered by the salary ; 

Pensions for workers and em
Soci~l rights ployees of practically every econo-

obtamed for l mic activity; 
the workers Yearly bonus of a month's 

salary; 
Collective social insurance for 

State employees; 
I\ Initiation of holiday tours fol' 
, the workers. 

This action is supplemented by an energetic 
campaign against the high cost of living, by 
means ,of: 

1. Lowering and freezing prices; 
2. Gradual elimination of unnecessary inter

mediaries; 



3 . Energetic repression of high prices and 
speculation; 

4. l\l[aintainance of the rental law and dis
continuance ol evictions; 

5. Campaign to increase production, for 
without this, the social benefits obtainell 
cannot be maintained; 

6. Decrease of interest on mortgages t0 

facilitate the construction of houses. 

MEASURES INTENDED TO CONSOLIDATE THE 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE OF THE COUNTRY 

On the 9th of July 1947, in the city of Tucu
man, His Excellency the President of the Nation, 
General Juan Peron, proclaimed tho economic 
independence of the country, affirming that the 
aim for the future was to work to consolidate it. 
Without economic independence, there is neither
political independence nor sovereignty. Upon it 
also depends the social policy which the revolution 
will have to realize integrally for economic inde
pendence signifies that the wealth which the Ar
gentine workers create, will have to remain in the 
country so that its benefits may he distributed 
among all thr. sectors that contribute to its creation. 
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Economic independence has been achieved through 
the recuperation of the fundamental instruments 
of economy and finance, which were previously 
out of Argentine hands and outside State control. 

a) RECUPERA'l'ION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL lNS'rRU

MEN'rS OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE 

In less than a year and a half, the following 
havo been achieved: 

1. Nationalization of the Central Bank, plac
ing the regulation of credit in the hands 
of tho State and out of the control of 
international financial imperialism; 

2. Creation of the National Institute of 
Reinsurance, which means keeping in the 
country hundreds of millions of pesos 
which, as insurance and reinsurance, went 
abroad and impeded the development of 
our own merchant fleet; 

3. Nationalization of the telephones; 
4 . Purchase of the foreign rai lways or, in 

other words, nationalization of transport 
and means of communication; 

5. Repatriation of foreign debt. The country 
11as changed 'from being a debtor to a 
creditor; 
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6. Increase of the Argentine Merchant 
up to 1,200,000 tnns which will assure our 
capacity to export our production in our 
own ships, insured in our own country; 

7. Creation of the Argentine Air Fleet; 

8. Creation of a great River Fleet ·which will 
ensure the exploitation of our rivers for 
the benefit ,of riverside production. 

h) FULL UBE OF ARGENTINE WEAL'fH 

Economical independence having been acl1ieve<l, 
as we have just stated, through the important 
measures taken by the Government, it is up to us 
to consolidate it, and, to this effect, it is necessary 
to develop the national sources of wealth and energy 
integrally, and to carry out an international and 
rn.onetary p-olicy appropiate to such ends. The 
development of Argentine natural wealth and the 
sources of mechanical power, hus two aspects : 
mechanical power and mining. 

1) Meclw.n-ical Power 

This deals with making full use of every 
possibility of obtaining natural energy out of our 
soil, and, to this effect the following have been 
put into action: 
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1. Plan of electrification, by means of the 
construction of thermal and hydro-electric 
plants, some of such importance as those 
of Salto Grande, on the river Uruguay; 

2. Construction of a pipe-line from Como
doro Rivadavia to Buenos Aires, which 
will be finished before the end of 1948, 
and which will permit the use of the gas 
that is nowadays being lost in the oil-
field, conveying it, at a low cost, to the 
towns through which the pipe-line ·passes; 

3. Exploitation of national coal discovered 
in the river Turbio. 

2) Mining 

This deals with the exploitation of the mineral 
wealth in Argentine subsoil to foment its indm,
trialization, and above all, heavy industry. In this 
respect we have achieved the following: 

1. Promotion of mining by the Argentine 
Industrial Credit Bank; 

2. Improvements in the system of commer
ci~lization of minerals; 

3. Blast furnaces in Zapla; 

4. Intense investigation of subsoil. 
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c) INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL AND 1\foNETARY 

POLICY AT THE SERVICE OF NATIONAL INTERESTS 

The plans and realizations which we have just 
explained arc closely allied to the international 
policy which the government is putting into cffoct 
with regard to monetary and commercial affairs. 
In this way, the three aspects, which we are going 
to consider togcthci, with the ·work realized in each 
case, are outstanding. 

1) Distriblution of D evisen 

With the coui1try sales to the exterior, it receiv(;s 
devisen in return with which it can acquire what 
it needs from aibroad. The Government has resolved 
not to use this foreign exchange for the purpose 
of importing luxury goods, but to attend to the 
most urgent requirements of its economic plans, for 
their success depends upon the triumph of its social 
policy and the consolidation of economic indepen
dence. 'J'herefore1 exchange is given: 

1. To import machinery and other elements 
for labour; 

2. For fundamental raw materials; · 
3. For the elements necessary to the carryin1_s 

out ,of the Five Year Plan; 
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4. For elements destined to increase the cul
ture of the country. 

Exchange is not given up to bring into the 
country luxury goods or those which, being pro
duce~ at low cost by our industry, we must not 
acq~urc abroad, as to do so would be to conspire 
agamst our own workers. 

2) Our Export Prices 

For the first time in the economic history of 
the country, the prices of Argentine products which 
are acquired by foreign countries, have been fixed 
according to the standards set by the Argentine 
Republic, and not by those who, arbit1mri~y, used 
to regulate the international market and thus 
deprive our producers of their due. In this way 
th~ Government has been able to pay compensating 
pri?es to cattle breeders and agriculturalists; prices 
which they would never have obtained, had the 
government left the exportation in the hands of 
the international trust which up till then negotiated 
them. . 

3) Loans to the Exterior 

The Arg-entine people were accustomed, for 
whatever project, to obtaining loans from the ex-



tcrior. The present Government has eliminated, as 
we have already stated, the foreign debt, and, 
moreover, it is the Government that now lends 
large sums to several countries with which com
mercial treaties have been signed. With these 
loans ,our commerce with those countries is being 
fomented. In this way we have afforded loans to 
Spain, Belgium, Chile, France, Bolivia, Italy. 
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XII 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

It is distressing to compel men to livo in an unjust 
world. - PERON. 
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l'l' HAS BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO TOLERATE 

misery in the midst of p!ooty. And this 
is a problem which must be elimrincited 
once and for all. - PERON. 

The saddest thing that can happen to a country 
is that there should be many men who ask for 
justice and do not obtain it; when justice is claimed 
by the humble, the panorama is sadder still, because 
they are the ones who are most in need of that 
justice. 

( Jiily 25th, 1945) 

DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The government that is not capable of social 
justice is notJ a government, but a mechanism dest
ined to favour those who have always been favour
ed, and also elected by those who are always 
favoured; because the Argentine people, who today 
are thankful for the justice which as last reaches 
them, did not elect their government in our previoui:; 



fraudulent democratic regime, even when they were 
given the lure of a vote in district assemblies. 

(March 3rd, 1945) 

AGAINST INJUSTICE: JUSTICE 

The agitation of the masses is an effect of 
social injustice. The remedy docs not lie in decept
ion or force, but in doing them justice; because 
in countries like ours of extraordinary abundance, 
affliction and misery • cannot be tolerated in the 
midst of opulence. 

( August 10th, 1944) 

WELL-BEING AND ECONOMY 

There is only one way to solve the problem 
of mass agitation, and that is true social justice 
to the fullest extent possible according to the wealth 
of the country and its economical status, in view 
of the fact that the well-being of the leading 
classes and the working· classes is always in direct 
ratio to the national economy. 

( August 24th, 1944) 

SOCIAL PEACE 

I would ask of those who oppose the social 
work which is being accomplished, if the improv-
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ements granted to the workers have obliged the 
employers to reduce any of their necessary expenses 
in any way, or to deprive themselves of the most 
insiO'nificant of their superfluous expenses. The 
rise; in wages cannot in any way affect business; 
on the contrary, they contribute effectively to 
improve the position of thousands of people and 
can ensure social peace which otherwise would have 
remained definitely endangered. 

( April 25th, 194/i) 

JUSTICE AND CIVILIZATION 

The National Revolution repudiates the myth 
that endeavoured to impose social justice upon the 
ruins of our civilization. It has clearly shown that, 
by conservino' the moral and material treasures 
that past ge~erations have bequeathed us, social 
improvement, required by the new manner of life 
imposed by progress and a greater expansion of 
wealth, can be obtained. 

(June 3rd, 1944) 

HARMONY THROUGH JUSTICE 

We are seeking to remove every 15ause leading 
to anarchy, to assure, by means of harmony based 
on social justice, the impossibility of any change 

·. 

. 



in our good relationship between capital, labour 
and the State. 

( July 20th, 1944) 

THE REVOLUTION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Our Revolution would have no justification if 
we could not fulfil that which we set out to 
accomplish at the start. One of the postulates stands 
out above all others in importance: social justicr. 
We consider that a government which is accom
plishing a campaign of social justice at a time like 
this, and which dedicates itself to the simple ad
ministrative work of government will "'0 down in 
hi~tory as of no importance and ~nworthy of being 
~ememb_ered .. Revolutions must have profoundly 
mnova.tmg aims; and in our case the fundamental 
innovation ~ies in leading the w~rking population 
to a well-bemg superior to that which they actually 
possess; thereby uniting all Argentina in such a 
way t'hat nationality be so moulded that it wiU 
never break down in the face of opposition. 

( September 2nd, 1944) 

THE OLD AND NEW SOCIAL IDEAS 

Before establishing the b~es that to our mind,s 
must direct legislation and the work ~f the govern~ 
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ment in social w.ork, it would be advantageous to 
make a brief analysis of thQ legal methods employed 
before to protect the working class. What was done 
in that field shows such an interdependence with the 
industrial revolution and with the economic possibil
ities of the people that, undoubtedly they cannot 
be the exclusive work of one government or a 
generation but the result of a coinciding of elements 
linked td the production of wealth, to the progress 
of science and to the evolution of ideas. Thus we 
should) not be surprised that progress equal to that 
made in science, economics and technology should 
have been achieved in social welfare. Th() encounter 
between the old and the new ideas, the resistance 
offered by the conservative tendency against the 
new impulses, provoked and is still provoking the 
antagonism of those who fight for a social well
being that is denied to them and those that cling 
to their old privileges. Hence the legislative process 
has been delayed as far as the social and the 
economic processes are concerned, and the juridical 
norm, is a product of demands maintained by trade
union activity, after many years of injustice and 
iniquity, rather than a consequence of doctrinary 
principles. 

(Februa,ry £4th, 1947) 
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CLARIFICATION OF THE WORKER'S - RIGHTS 

That must not happen again. The declarations 
of substantive right must be clear -enough to do 
away with any kind of doubt; and if in spite oE 
it doubt appears, the action of the State must be 
so quick and the solution so good that no worker 
should feel he is unprotected if any injustice 
should come to him. 

( December 2nd, J D4S) 

IDEA OF JUSTICE 

It must be remembered that the legal code 
must correspond to the social reality of the present 
times so that its laws should contribute to thu 
equilibrium of interests that, logically and ration
ally, are derived from the concept of justice. 

(February 24th, 1947) 
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THE MIDDLE CLASS 

Our Middle Class lacks social content. - PERON. 



THE HIS'rORY OF '!'HE GROW'rH OF 'l'HE 

modern peoples of the world affirms in 
a way that is abso"l}i,tely incontrovertible 
thaJt the better the middle class, the 
greater the modern state. - PER6N. 

Oligarchy ... had many generations of Ar
gentines suppressed, from whom it took away their 
~'cal values. These men, with the politicians at 
their service, attracted and kept by their side such 
young men of the middle class who were the 
fountain-head, undoubtedly, of the greatest values 
of the Argentine population,and made them work 
for therri' or for their party and not for the country. 
And if those young men were independent and had 
courage to rise against them, they were marked for 
life and given an unimportant job, to spend their 
lives until they died, unable to progress however 
clever they were. Thus, in addition to bad govern
ment, and in addition to giving away the riches of 
the country they annulled the men who were 
capable of developing their mentality and of acquir
ing the right that every well organized democracy 
gives its sons: that of leading public affairs when 
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one is more capable than the rest. That is how our 
middle class was formed with an inferiority complex, 
because it never had' any chance to act. Thus it was 
formed without a social content. 

( J1,ly 28th, 1944) 

WORKER AND EMPLOYEE 

The worker never asks for a rise salary for 
himself but for all his group. The man of the 
middle class never asks for all his compamom,. 
He asks only for himself. 'l'hat is what has weak-
ened him. 

( July 28th, 1944) 

ACQUISITION OF SOCIAL CONTENT 

It is necessary to react against that habit that 
has been the result of that policy of separation 
that does not aim at the common good. The «Secre
taria de Trabaju y Previs1i6n» has started a section 
that will give the middle class that social content 
that will teach it how to escape from their own i \ls. 

( August 5th, 1944) 

WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF CLASSES 

The task of the «Secretaria de Trabajo y Pre
vision» would be incomplete in its establishment of 

tho Argentine policy of social welfare if we only 
attended to the problems of the working class, as 
many I?e?ple s~ppose. The «Secretaria de Trabajo 
Y Previsi01~» aims at including within its orbit all 
the Argentmes of the worlring class, the middle class 
and the w_ealthy class. Everybody must form part 
of that circle so 'that nothing of worth should 
bo lost. 

( Augi,st 14th, 1944) 

EVERYBODY MUST CONTRIBUTE 

. Consequently, we aim at being able to rely on 
mcorporating the wealthy class in order to accom
plish the miracle of creating an order in which 
~very part of Argentine society should contribute 
its share for the benefit of the community: the 
worker,. his muscles; the middle class its intellio·encc' 
and activity; the rich, their money'. if nccess~ry. , 

( Ai.gust 12th, 1944) 

ORGANIZATION OF THE PROFESSIONS 

The middle classes have special problems that 
have_ ~1,ot reached the «Secretaria de Trabajo y 
Prcv1s10n», and that we arc anxious to beO'in our 
constructive work on in that respect. That 5 is why 
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we have started middle class organizations for tnc 
professions, employees, business men and mino1· 
industrialists. 

(FebN.ary 20th, 1945) 

REGULATING THE PROFESSIONS 

I cannot un.derstand how the Republic could 
arrive at the present time without having statutably 
regulated all the professions that form the Ar
gentine social conglomeration . . . We have esta
blished in our plans ... the creation of all statutes 
. . . Once this is all settled, nobody will be left 
to the mercy of the employer and in this way the 
principal factors of disorder and abuse will lrnve 
been abolished. 

(Febi'Uary 20th, 1945j 

• 
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XIV 

CAPITAL AND LABOUR 

The organization of the modern State requires a 
complete adjustment of all its parts. If a single 
one does not work in harmony with the rest, the 

whole may be put of gear and the machinery 
of State may be stopped altogether. 

PERON . 



l 
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l DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SOLUTION 

of social problems is to be foimd in 
continuing the strnggle betwee,n capital 
and laboi111· ... ai 1.iseless struggle, which 
lilce all str1.iggles, resitlts in nothing b1.it 
the destruction of values. - PERON. 

HARMONY IS NECESSARY 

Capital must be creative for it is the honest 
product of labour itself. Labour is not merchandise; 
and poverty, wherever it may be, is a danger to 
general prosperity. When all this is thoroughly 
understood, when both factors, capital and labour, 
under the tutelage of the State, act and develop 
harmoniously, the symbols .of social peace will watch 
over the vigorous progress of the Nation. 

(Octobe?" 15th, 1944) 

CLASS STRUGGLE 

We are trying to do away with the struggle 
between classes and have in its place a just accord 
betwC€n labourers and employers under the pro
tection of State justice. 

(May 1st, 1947) 
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COMMUNAL LIFE 

Both the representatives ,of capital and labour 
should conform to mor.c Christian principles and 
have due respect for one another. 

(May 30th, 1944) 

NEITHER TOO RICH NOR TOO POOR 

It is not that we are against capital, but wB 

want exploitation of man by man to cease in our 
country; and once this problem is solved, let us 
bring social classes to a more equal level that in 
this country there may be none too rich nor too 
poor. 

( July 23rd, 1,944) 

HUMAN POWER 

Labour is a human force and must be organized 
and administered as such. In the future there will 
be no captiousness to detract from the spiritual 
values that we are impressing upon the working 
classes for their own good and to make their 
future secure. 

(February 28th, 1945) 
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THE THREE FACTORS 

Employers, labourers and the State, constitute 
the elements of every social problem. 'l'hey and no 
others are the ones to solve it, thereby preventing 
the useless and suicidal destruction of values and 
energy. Unity of purpose and comprehension among 
those three elements should be the basic principle 
of the struggle against the real enemies of society, 
represented by bad policy, alien ideologies, what
ever they may be, false apostles who get into trade
unions to thrive by deceiving and betraying labour
ers, and the hidden powers of disturbance in inter
national policy. 

( December 2nd, 1943) 

SOCIAL FUNCTION OF DEMOCRACY 

A national duty of primary importance, which 
today is a universal postulate, demands that eco
nomic organization be transformed into an organism 
at the service of the people. 'l'his must be the real 
social function of democracy. If industry cannot 
be placed in a position: to lay salaries which enabk 
the labourer to buy and use the commodities pro
duced by his work, it will suffer a considerable 
regression and we shall go back to the old crisis 
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when consumption fell below the level of product
ion. If industry does not agree willingly to the 
labourers emerging form this state of need, and 
categorically opposes conciliatory action, which the 
State must undoubtedly adopt, it will face one of 
the worst contingencies that can be imagine. And 
it will certainly not be because the Argentine State 
has not done everything possible to prevent this. 

( April 25th, 194S) 

ADVANTAGES 

Up to now, manufacturers, traders and all 
those who employ human labour have had extra
ordinary advantages with respect to the labourers. 
I shall give an example. The employer is a man 
who has had 3: chance to improve his intellectual 
powers ; and if he has not done so because he is not 
intelligent, he has had money enough to influence 
those who a1·e; and not only this, very often when 
he met dishonest men who had to decide as judges, 
ho bribed them. On the ,other hand, the labourer 
has always been left alone to his own poor and 
rudimentary resources and he has never had money 
to buy what he needed, and consequently the results 
of his law-suits always favoured the employer, who 
was able to influence the judges. 

( A.1,gust 4th, 1944) , 
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LABOUR LAW 

When we first began to study the complex 
pr.oblems o.f the «Secretarfa de Trabajo y Prevision» 
.(Department of Labour and Welfare) we found 
it was indispensable to have an appropriate court 
to settle the law-suits which arose between labourers 
and employers. This court has to be an absolute 
guarantee for both employers and labourers. 

( July 25th, 1945) 

THE STATE AS A JUDGE 

The State acting as a judge must legally assert 
the terms, obligations, rights and guarantees for 
all who work. Nobody will be left to the free and 
untrammelled contrivances of those who contract 
or pay for work and in this way we shall have 
suppressed the principal cause of disunion, disorclrr 
and abuse. 

(Febrnary 20th, 1945) 

DISCIPLINED LABOUR 

The laliourers themselves and their authei1tie 
leaders should be the ones most interested in main
taining discipline in labour, as without it, product-



ive work is impossible. Discipline is not authoritat
iveness· but a feeling of personal responsibility. 
It is not a question of who is more or less important 
or of who commands or obeys, but of each taking 
his own place. Once there, he must work with a 
will to do all he can as well as possible, fully 
convinced that a decrease in the normal output is 
wrong, for it is not detrimental to the employer 's 
interests but to society itself and to the labourer.~ 
who intentionally r educe their output. 

( August 23rd, 1947) 

'CONFLICTS 

Every conflict brings with it a social distur
bance that immediately reflects on general economy 
and welfare; and it is the government's duty to 
prevent it as far as possible, and to solve it with 
speed, energy and justice. 

(May 30th, 1944) 

COOPERATION OF CLASSES 

Let us take advantage of the division of classes 
to ensure national cooperatiop, to which each one 
will contribute with his effort, his self-denial and 
his sacrifice, for the common welfare, which i:s the 
welfare of the Nation. 

( A11g11st 12th, 1944) 
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SUCCESSES OBTAINED 

Let us now think of what has happened since 
the «Secretaria de Trabajo y Prevision» (Depart
ment of Labour and Welfare) came into being. I 
do not think it is necessary to remind the people, 
and still less, the labourers, ,of how much has been 
done and what proportion of the advantages obtained 
bas been assigned to the Argentine proletariat. 
They know them better than anybody else and they 
are enjoying them. ThEJ formation of a social cons
cience, the improvement of culture, the raising ,of 
the status of labour, and the humanization of 
capital, wh,ich took place in our country added to 
the scale of salaries, labour conditions and concern 
for the people's welfare, place us in the forefront 
of the countries of the world in the social progress 
of nations. All this has irritated some incompre
hensible and irresponsible exploiters and has exa8-
perated the communists. They both work for the sa
me cause: the ruin and exploitation of labourers. 
The time has come when everybody who has some
thing to love (and we all have) should realize that 
this is a problem tq be solved by all of us and nobody 
can evade it. He who evades it out of selfishness is 
as much an enemy as he who works against it. The 
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sluggishness of those who are irresolute and inert 
is to blame for all combined failures. Nobody must 
absent himself from this fight as we are defending 
·what belongs to everybody: our Country. 

( Augiist 12th, 1947) 

EXCESSIVE DEMANDS 

To prevent labourers who have received th.:! 
necessary and logical social justice from demanding 
more than their due, the first remedy is the 
organization of those labourers, and so with res
ponsible, logical and rational organizations, under 
a go.ad management, they will not ask for anything 
unfair because the labourers' common sense will ' 
in the1 end vanquish the exaggerated pret_ensions 
of some of those men. This would insure us against 
it: the organization of labourers. It follows that 
the State would see to the re-insurance which is the 
necessary authority to prevent people from moving 
what is in its proper place; because the State has 
the means with which, if necessary by force, it 
will, of it wisdom, put things in their proper plac0 
and refuse to allow anyone to meddle with them. 

( August 25th, 1944J 
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xv 
SOCIAL POLICY 

The social policy includes all the panorama of the 
State because it is the regulation of the human 
factory of the country, fr.om birth to death. This 
is why its natural source is everybody that lives, 

be he powerful or humble, wise or ignorant, 
whether he command or obey, for as 

long as he may be alive. - PERON. 
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THE REVOL1:TION WISHES TO IMPRESS 

i,pon the spirit of the Argentine worlcer 
the pride of belonging to a powerfi,l 
and generous country 'l/Jhere ji,stice qnd 
equanimity reign supreme, and where the 
fear of spurious infliiences cannot warp 
the joy of living and creating. PER6c\'. 

S ECRETARIA DE TRABAJO Y PREVISION 

(Labour and Welfare Department) 

The creation of the Secretaria de Trabajo y 
Prevision initiates the age of Argentine social 
policy. The unstable and strained relations which 
existed between employers and workers will be a 
thing of the past. From now on, · concerns may 
take provident mea,sures in the understanding that 
if the treatment of their staff is in keeping with 
the sound rules of_ human fellowship they shall have 
full recognition from the State for their effort~ 
on behalf of the general welfa;re and consequently 
ilhe aggrandizement of the country. 

The workers, on their side, will have the 
guarantee that the norms of labour conditions that 
will be established, enumerating the rights and 



duties of each will have to be insisted on by the 
authorities with the greatest zeal, and failure to 
carry them out will be visited with heavy sanctions. 
Both parties should realize that neither cunning 
nor force will be of any avail to either, because 
an inflexible will shall exact from everyone the 
enjoyment of privileges and the fulfilment of duties. 

( December 2nd, 1943) 

WAG~S 

The wage is the basis and the starting point 
of the entire, economic-social order, because 'health 
and stomach brook no skimping. Nobody in these 
timei, should try to compete in the price of goods 
by starvation wages. Competition should be sought 
in organic perfection, better workmanship, modern 
machinery and good quality. 

( April 26th, 1945) 

THE LIFE-LINE 

The minimum salary and the vital salary 
should bo determined by what the English call the 
life-line which consists in balancing the wages and 
the minimum needs for decent living conditions. 

(Decemb er 2nd, 1944) 
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THE "HAVES" AND THE "HAVE-NOTS" 

Those who are placed under this line are the 
«have-nots», who have to compensate the lack of 
a living salary with privations and penuries which 
finally impinge upon their physical or spiritual 
health. 

Those who are above this line of life are the . 
«haves», whom fortune has favoured and who, very 
often, squander the excess of their possessions to 
satisfy other excesses. 

The government's task in social policy, should 
aim at not leaving anybody, oJ:'\ at least the smallest 
number possible, in the condition of the «h~ve
nots». 

The standard is life-line. Whenever «standard 
of life» is mentioned it does not refer to people 
who arc below a living salary. The modern State 
has the moral obligation to produce, by any means 
in its power, an appropriate living standard for the 
inhapitan ts, which will depend on . the na.tion 's 
economy, the individual work and a. p,roper orga
nization which allows a perfect economic-social 
balance and coordination. 
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THE REAL MEANING OF WAGE 

Workers receive direct and indirect remuner
ations. For the direct remuneration it is necessary 
to establish a salary policy related to capacity 
and service, increasing in such a way that when 
the man retires or meet~ with an accident, he shall 
have enough to live on for the rest of his days 
free from want and in comfort. It is necessary to 
make a scientific study of the remuneration, not 
on1y for those who work in the cities but also for 
those in the country. 

The salary policy should be enforced to the 
full so that at no time in the future will it be 
possible to go back to the old concept! that anything 
with reference to remunerations begins and ends 
with the salary. This cannot be. All salaries, direct 
and indirect, must be included and studied. 

(Septembe,r 24th, 1945) 

LEGAL ORGANIZATION OF SALARIES 

With this object in view we are now busy 
organizing a system for general salaries. So far 
we have established the minimum salary for all 
the workers of the country. In future there shall 
be no exploitation of man by man. All men shall 
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be rewarded for their work in a Christian and 
human way. We have eompletely modified the 
relations between employers and employees: Abuse 
and oppression, either from one side or the other, 
a:re completely banished. Any , contention which 
should arise is now solved at a transactional table 
under the Secretarfa de Trabajo y P.revisi6n 's 
vigilant eye, which does not tolerate nor allow 
any injustice. · ·1 

(Febi'Uary 28th, 1945) 

SOCIAL ENEMIES 

The factory, the mine, or the establishment 
which is beyond the labour laws, cannot enjoy any 
of the benefits which the State grants. They must 
be treated as social enemies. To do the contrary, 
would be as clumsy as financing the counter
revolution. And that, neither we, nor the working 
1 eople, will stand. In the same way we are not 
ready to allow anybody to dispute and disregard 
the a-qthorjty of the State to intervene in the 
conflicts between capital and labour. Nor are we 
prepared to allow interference either in its' tdecision 
or in its justice, o~ in trade-union schisms nor 
shall we allow the interference of elements' that 
are foreign to tlrn syndica,tes. , , • ., , . , ~-

( July 28rd, 1944) 



WOMEN'S WAGES . ' 
Modern society does not restrict women's 

work, but it is obliged to secure prot'ection, a 
better reward for her effort, and constant support. 
A low wage for women might be changed into a 
factor of unfair competition, disturb economy and 
cause a decrease in salaries in general. The esta
blishment of the principle of the same salary for 
the same wOTk is for this reason fundamental for 
the existence of true social justice and the normal 
development of work. 

(October 3rd, 1944} 

SOCIAL WELFARE 

"\V c must organize social work from the point 
of view both for the present and for the future. By 
welfare we mean the principle that a man must 
have a salary that will provide food, a dwelling 
and clothes. Any other expense which may originate 
and that the worker has to pay, will be suppressed 
so that the State may take charge of him when 
he is sick or temporarily unable to _work. And in 
the case of permanent inability to work or old 
a;ge, the State must take charge of him. In this 
way we shall not see the spectacle of men who 
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after having exhausted their 
health in work, are left to die. 

em.ergy and their 

( A.1,gi,st 10th, 1944) 

PRESERVATION OF HUMAN MATERIAL 

It is a sacred duty to preserve the human 
working material. The worker must ha".e enough 
rest to recover energy lost through fatigue. ~he 
time of work is limited. We shall watch the time 
for rest, be it daily, weekly or annual. And we 
consider that we must take measures to make sure 
that he takes advantage of this rest. For this 
purpose we are endeavouring to create eeN!tres of 
amusement for1 workers, and tourist . centres. 

(September 24th, 1!'}45) 

TOURISM FOR WORKERS 

We think' of planning social tourism in such a 
way that a healthy body will not be a privilege 
for rich people. The sea and the mountains ~ust 
be accessible to all men, rich and poor alike, 
because health d0es not make any distinction. The 
worker without spending too much money, must 
spei~d fiiteen or twenty days a year at the seaside 
or mountains. 

( April 9th, 1945) 



THE DAY'S WORK 

. The reduction in the hours of work to its ju -t 
and legal a~ount is not really a social conquest, 
but the !u~fil~ent of the laboure1:.'s right, which 
through mJust1ce had not been satisfied. 

( .&..ugust 21"1•, 1945) 

MUTUAL HELP 

L firmly believe in and admire mutual help. 
I understand and value men who group-themselves 
togethe:rf , in organizations of different kinds to 
defeat solitude and to break the isolation into which 
they often fali when selfish individualism darkens 
the horizon. Association, as a natural means of 
defence, stimulates men, and educates them · spirit
ually, making them sensitive to t~e most beautiful 
~otio~s of_love of mankind. The State has already 
fi:l(:ed its aim of spiritualistic policy. The great 
goal which guides official action in this matter 
coirsi'sts of the establishment of integral interchange, 
?0ntrolled by the country, made possibJe by social 
msurance, as an instrument of mutual help. 

(O c,tober 5th, 1944) 
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SOCIAL WELFARE 

We have finally the organization of Social 
Welfare, which the guild has the obligation to 
watch and defend, for the benefit of its members. 
It begins with savings, which is the first step. 
Next comes cooperation within the guild in order 
to solve the problems that cannot be tackled 
unaided. Then comes State Welfare, to satisfy the 
necessities that cannot be faced by the individual 
or the association. With this we are trying to make 
sure that man, when his working days are termi
nated by disability or age, is not left to his own 
means, but is provided with a pension to enable 
him to go on living. 

( September 12th, W45) 

PENSIONS 

Not long ago we introduced to the social laws 
of the country a pension law which will benefit 
a illion persons who aspired to a peaceful old 
age to which everyone who works has a right. This 
very law was pass.eel ten years ag,o but employe,rs 
and ·workers gathered together in the Plaza de 
Mayo to request that it should be annulled becaus•~ 
they did not wish to have it. After it w~s pr~)
mulgated it was vetoed by the Executive Power. 



:'7"hat was the reason for this? Simply this : that 
m the country there was no true concept of what 
social justice is and must be. 

(Decembei· 9th, 1944) 

INFIRMITY AND OLD AGE 

Infirmity and old age pensions are neither 
alms nor charity. A pension is a right which man 
earns by work. It is above all, in countries like 
our own which have maintained a standard of 
living which depended on miserable salaries, where 
the worker is most entitled to demand that the 
State should ensure his enjoying a peaceful old 
age, without having to think that he leaves behind 
him beings stripped -of all support to become the 
exploitable material that he was. 

( August 11th, 1944) 

OLD AGE 

. The epoch in which the individual grown old 
Ill wo1'k was abandoned in order to die in need 
must disappear. 

( April 9th, 1945) 
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SOLIDARITY AND PROVISION 
FOR THE FUTURE 

Social welfare, when it ensures against the 
risks of an individual's life, educates him for citizen
ship and makes him fit for humanity. Solidarity 
that is the foundation of welfare, represents the 
union of mutual help ,0£ all the individuals by one 
social group in the first place, and of all social 
groups in the second place, joining the individual 
to the national community and to the nations in 
the community of nations. Therefore, as far as 
social welfare is concerned, the principles approved 
in the international labour conferences, at which 
our country has attended and) where it has expressed 
its agreement, have been adopted. 

(December 9th, 1944) 

FUNDS FOR WELFARE 

A welfare fund for the Secretaria de Trabajo 
y Prevision is a symbol that we have planted on 
the road that we propose to follow. When a country 
can be assured of the funds that are indispensable 
to provide fo"r the old age and the disability of all 
the citizens of the country, this work, I am absolut
ely convinced, wjll be a signpost of honour for all 
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the governments and for the 'functionaries of the 
State. 

( June 2nd, 1944) ~ 

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE PREVISION 
(Institute of Natjonal Welfare) 

The Revolution .of the 4th of June has the 
hard t~sk of creating the juridical, social and 
economic structure. For this purpose new depart
ments of State and new legal bodies have been 
created, so that-. the l'lecessities of the Nation can 
be at:e~ded to with rapidity and efficiency. There
fore It 1s auspicious that one of the oTcat creations 
with which the cycle of this intense0 year of work 
is. being closed, should be the «Instituto Nacional 
de Prevision», which must be the summit of the 
wonderful building that we are determined to 
finish in spite of the incredulous, discontent€d and 
the selfish. The inextinguislrnble driving power of 
ou;· entl:usiasm will trust all of these on one side, 
the r~ctitud~ of our intentions, the example of the 
b~nefits which people are obtaining, and the faith 
of_ many employers and employees, help us and 
stimulate us. 

( Deoeuwer . 9th, 1944) 
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SOCIAL INSURANCE 

In the, matter of social insurance we have 
already planned the «Consejo Nacional de Previ
sion Social». The panorama of the country as 
regards social welfare was sad, ,only those who b.ad 
made a large amount of money in their lifetime 
had pensions; whereas the humbl~ and t~e workers · 
were totally deprived of the social welfare of the 
State. We have incorporated a million and a half 
men this year into Social Welfare; we • assured 
with this «Consejo» the total insurance of workers 
against professionalists and we shall b~nis_h -~he 
fearful picture of a destitute old age or of mflrm1ty 
without assistance. 

(February 28th, 1945) 

HOUSING POLICY 

This social policy is also . directed ,to ensure 
proper houses for the people o~ _th~ _qi~ies and o~
the com1try. The dwelling· is no~r i,1,1 pr1y1leg~ of tb.c1 

man of means but,, one of the elemi;:ntar:y r+ghts -of 
the ordinary ':man. Taking ,~h~.1 {nfo ),cc<;>u'nt, the 
government has in . mind ~ .~r,;Fa\ ,,plf,t:9-: io.t con,struc-'. 
tion which will include. b,otb. tl:itl ~Hy,,. ~11;9-) he;cQuptry. 

' ~ ' ' \ 
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LABOUR COURTS 

We have established Labour Courts because we 
want . the workers to have rapid justice, absolutely 
free. As it is free, nobody can benefit from it 
commercially. Today the worker is greatly favourell 
because he has not to pay to defend himself against 
dismissal. The laws protect him. 

( A ug•ust 21st, 1945) 

WIDE OBJECTIVES 

But Labour Welfare cannot stop at these 
questions. It has a wider and more remote object. 
This aim includes all huma,1 problems. 

( Ailgust 20th, 1941) 

WORKERS' EDUCATION 

In order that the reform of the working class 
may be complete, al'ld comprehensive, it is funda
mental that the worker should increase his · culture 
and his capacity; for production, because concerning 
the first point the social elevation to which we 
aspire and which we want for the working class 
is justified, and as to the second point, the resu'it 
of a greater production will be a better salary. 
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When the worker is more educated as a man 
and as a citizen, the barriers which today divide 
society into sectors of influential and non-influential 
sections will disappear. We shall have a social work
ing class of more importance than the present one. 
Better salaries and a better standard of life. Au 
adequate organization of the social services will 
diminish the poverty of the low classes. 

( Jury 24,th, 1944) 

PROGRESS 

The individual, in order to improve himself, 
needs the cooperation of the nation, and humanity 
needs the cooperation of all nations. 

(December 9th, 1,944} 

THE NEXT STEP 

This is the reason for our social reform. How 
have we .accomplished it~ We may fight one 
another, but we get on: Today we have not reached 
our ideal, but remember the year 1920, tw.o years 
after the other war. Remember the meals for the 
distressed, where a great number of men who had 
no work, tried to get a piece of bread and of 
meat whi0h was distributed; remember when there 
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were about ten thousand people who had no jobs, 
in Puerto Nucvo, while the wealthy went on with 
their parties and with their orgies; when people 
could not buy sugar and bread was scarce. 'l'his 
picture has not repeated itself today, because there 
is a different type of government. You can be 
absolutclY: sure of that. 

We have now reached the stage at which we 
have to enable the workers to develop a larger 
production. This sacrifice of theirs will have its 
compensation: there shall be an improvement in 
their living conditions. Now we must begin. How 
can this be done~. By putting our shoulders to the 
wheel. All this can be seen in the acts of our govern
ment. If there is someone who does not see it, 
it is because he does not want to see it; and no 
blind man is worse than he who does not want 
to see. The Revolution has brought- about a social 
reform and now the Government Plan is to a waken 
tlie whole country. F.or this stage to be accomplish
ed I need the cooperation of all the workers. I am 
not -asking anything for myself, only for them; it 
is they who shall enjoy what they produce, making 
th.e country great and · rich. 

( Jwne 23rd, 1947) ♦ 
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FUTURE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The possibility of future accomplishments lies 
in the cooperation of the public authority, in the 
necessary support of general opinion. The revivific
ation of our economic resources gives industry an 
essential role in the emergency. Workers have the 
responsibility of contributing with their work and 
with the support of their organizations to the 
success of production. The government, on the 
other hand, and the national armed forces will be 
dtitiful keepers of the institutions, public order, 
and the principle of authority. 

(Febt·iUJa;ry 24th, 1947) 

1., 

A CALL 

The Revolution accomplishes it tasks in dif
ferent fields. The soldiers, who one day left their 
barracks moved by the outcry of men in the street., 
workshop, Ol' country, have fulfilled an obligatio:6. 
they could not ignore. Our movement is essentially 
social. It is from you (,the workers) on whom the 
permanence and progress of this social movement 
that gives back all ;·espect to work and workers, 
depends. 

(July 23rd, 1944) 



REASON FOR THE DECLARATION 
OF THE RIGHTS OF THE WORKERS 

'T. -

In my opinion, the natural rights that deri~c 
from man's labour, arise from the simple a~alys1s 
of his need~ and ,of the needs of the commumty . • • 
That is why, in the process of making a doctrin~ or 
social legislation, we have gone back to the logical 
re~soning of philosophical subjects, thinking that 
in social matters especially, it is indispensable for 
the governments to have definite ideas. We eonsidr,r 
that the respect 'for these rights cannot go on 
depending exclusively on individual contracts . • • 
The respect for these rights . . . must be defended 
and guaranteed by society with as much zeal as 
there is to defend and guarantee freedom and 
other rights which are inherent to human dignity. 

The social conscience foresees the existence of 
these essential attributes, but in the same way as 
it ·was necessary and transcendent at the time t0 
enumerate the rights and guarantees that corres
ponded to man and the citizen simply be~aus_e _t~ey 
were his right with the advantage of obJect1v1smg 
i~ a declaration and inculcating them through 
their diffusion in the moments of uncertainty 
through which social thought was p~ssing, I con
sider that ~e declaration of the rights of the 
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workers must contribute m the same way to the 
same aims. 

Consequently it is unnecessary to state that 
this declaration cannot have the virtue of settling 
by itself all the problems that affect the social order, 
since, as we have said, its reforms show a relation 
of close interdependence between economic factors 
and production of work that constitute indispen
sable elements in order to provide the necessary 
solutions. It will have notwith-standing the impor
tance of fixing the objectives of the work of the 
government in such a form that the task to be 
carried out,- even when, it is only one stage in the 
years to come, should acquire a rational orientation 
and should only find itself limited in the pursuit of 
its final aims by the material possibilities 0£ which 
our economy disposes. 

(February 24th, 1947) 

WORK, CONSTRUCT, PRODUCE! 
It is necessary that the «Confederaci6n General 

del Trabajo» ( Confederation of Labour) should 
inculcate by daily preaching into the minds of all 
the workers the idea that they must work, construct 
and produce, because if we do not produce, 
construct and work, the problem will not have 
such a happy solution as we desire. 

(October 3rd, 1947) 



A P P E N D I X I. I I 

TEXT OF THE DECLARATION OF THE 
WORKER'S RIGHTS 

Solemnly proclaimed in public on the 24th of 
February, 1947, by' His Excellency, General 

Juan Peron, President of the Republic. 

T HE WORKERS' RIGHTS 

The President of the Argentine Republic inter
preting the peoples' desires for social justice and 
bearing in mind that the rights that derive from 
labour, as well as the individ1;1al liberties, constitute 
uatural, inalienable and imprescriptible attributes 
of the human race, the ignorance or injury of 
which is the cause ,of antagonism, struggle and 
social discomfort, considers it both necessary and 
opportune to proclaim these attributes by means 
of an express declaration so that in the present 
and in the, future it should- serve as a guide intended 
to raise the cultural lgvel and as, a guide to indivi
i-luals and public authorities, to dignify labour and 
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humanize capital as the best means .of establishing 
tho balance in the concurrent forces of economy 
and of guaranteeing by a new legal system the 
principles that inspire social legislation. 

Thus in accordance with these aims and 
designs, he solemnly expresses the following : 

DECLARATION OF THE WORKERS' RIGHTS 

I 

The Right to 1Vork 

Work is the indispensable means of satisfying 
the spiritual and material necessities of the i~
dividual and of the community, it is the cause 
of all the conquests of civilization and the basis 
of general prosperity; therefore -the right to work 
sl:ou_ld by protected by society, by giving it · the 
d1grnty it deserves and by providing those who need 
it with occupation. 

II 

The Right to a Fair Wage 

As wealth, rent and the interest on capital al'e 
the exclusive results of human labour the com-

. ' 
murnty should organize and revive the sources of 
production, make possible and guarantee the worker , 
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a moral and material retribution to satisfy his 
vi al needs and to compensate the result obtained 
and the effort made. 

III 

The Right to Training 
The improvement of the condition of mankind 

and the preeminence of spiritual values, make it 
imperative to raise the standard of culture and 
professional ability, attempting to make it possibl," 
that all intellects should be led towards every 
branch of _knowledge, and it is the concern ,of 
society to stimulate individual effort by supplying 
the means which will enable every individual to 
have an equal chance to exercise the right to 
learn and perfect his knowledge. 

IV 

The Right to Proper TVorking Conditions 

The consideration which is due to any human 
being, th() importance of work as a social function 
and the 'l'ecip,rocal · respect inherent in the factors 
that production requires, confer the right of in
dividuals to exact fair and proper conditions for the 
development of their activities and obliges soci()ty 
to see tq it that these precepts which institute and 
regulate these conditions are strictly observed. 
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V 

The Right fo the Preservation of Health 

The care · of the physical and moral health of 
the individual should be an important and constant 
conceTn of society. ·This society is responsible for 1 

the working conditions, that is, that these should 
not lack the adequate requirements of hygiene and 
security, that they should not exact excessively 
heavy effort and should enable the individual to 
recover his energJ through repose. 

·; L 

VI 

The Rigth to Well-Being 

The right of the workers to well-being, the 
minimum exi:2ression of which is made concrete in 
the possibility of possessing an adequate dwelling 
place, adequate clothing and food, of satisfying 
without · too heavy toil his and his family's neces
sities in such a form that he can work with satis
faction, rest free of worry and enj.oy spiritual and 
material freedom, imposes the social necessity o:f 
raising the sta:udard of living and of work with 
the direct and indirect resources that allow the 
economic development. 
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VII 

The Right to Social Sec~rity 

The right of the individual to be pro~ected in 
cases of decrease, suspension or loss of his _ power 
to work, brings about the obligation of society_ to 
take unilaterally into its charge the corresp?nd~ng 
grants ,or to promote regimes of mutual obhgat10n 
ile£tined one and all to cover or to supplement the 
insufficiencies of certain periods of life or t~ose 
which result from bad luck arising from poss1ble 

dangers. 
VIII 

'l.'he Right t,o the Pr,otection of his Family 

The protecti.o'n of the family is. a p~rt . of th~ 
natural destiny of tne individual, smce :t is here 
that his most elevated affectionate feeln:gs have 
their origin and all we do for his well-bemg_ muSt 
be stimulated and favoured by the comm1:mty ias 
the most indicated means for encouragmg the 
improvement of humanity and for the consolid~tion 
of spiritual and material principles that const1tute 
the essence of social community. 



IX 

The Right to a Better Eco'nomic Situation 

The productive capacity and the zeal to excel 
find a natural initiative in the possibilities of 
econ_omic improvement; for this reason society must 
support and fav,our the initiatives of those who 1 

aspire to such an end and to stimulate the forma
tion and utilization of capital in so far as it consti
tutes an active element for production and contri
butes to general prosperity. 

X 

The Right to the Defence of Professional Interests 

The right to group together freely and to 
participate in other legal activities which promote 
the defence of professional interests constitute an 
essentiaJ right -of the workers that society must res
pect an.cl protect, guaranteeing that they may be 
freely practiced and rcpressingi every act that could 
cause difficulties. 
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XVI 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS' 

Civilized life in general, and economic life in 
particular, in the same way as human life itself, 
dies out when the organization of the cells which 
compose it is deficient. For that reason I have 
~lways believed that the spirit of professiona:l 
111tercourse should be encouraged and that on,3 
should stimulate the organizing of numerous profes
sional entities aware of their duties in such a wav 
that they aro. converted into collaborators in ever~ 
action tending to extending justice and to increa;c 

the prestige of the symbols of nationality, 
raising them above ideological and 

political conflicts. - PERON. 

' 
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SYN DICAL ORGANIZATION WlLL co~rn T(• 

be -indestnwtible when lrnman will is 
directed tow1111·ds good and j 11stice, with 
a sense at the same time collev:tive cind 
patriotic. And, in order to enjoy the 
advantages that syndicates bring with 
them, professional associations 11111st 

follow one of the vitar needs of oibr 
times: The vital need of organization. 
PER6N, 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKERS 

The organization of the workers is for u.s the 
basis of our procedure, since we cannot go and 
inquire of every one of the workers what are his 
particular needs and which are the good works we 
should carry out. That is why we need to organize 
the workers, and why these organizations should 
be represented by genuine workers. 

( June 17th, 1944) 

ORIENTATION OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS 

Professional associations, those of the employ
ers as employers as well as those of the workers, 
can only be efficient, fruitful and profitable if 
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they direct their action to improving all those i~eological! s~cial, religiou~ or racial, that aims at 
t th t h d . ·t d d b groupr'n!/.·, direct or mdirect destructron of these institutions. aspec s a uman rgm y eman s y c ; 

as far as possible, all the workers of the same (Novermber 17th, 19'44) 

t rade in a single association. And, in the same 
way, employers, in their respective entity, watching FREEDOM OF TRADE-UNIONS 
that the aspirations of both do not blind them to 
their bounden duty to their Country. 

(November 24th, 1943) 

THE STATE AND THE TRADE UNIONS 

We are neither State syndicalists, nor corpor
ativists, nor any such stra,nge thing: we are only 
men who want united and well-directed trade
unions, because inorganic masses are always the 
most dangerous to the State and to themselves. 
An inorganic working mass, such as some people 
would like to ~ave, is fertile soil for the rapid 
growth of the strangest political or ideological 
conceptions. 'I'hose organizations that unite with 
the purpose of forming a trade-union must be 
supported and defended by the State, and those 
unions that ulterior political or ideological motives, 
must be placed aside by the law, and be made to 
obey the law. So, if we favour labour within our 
law, protected by .our powerful, free, democratic 
and republican institutions, we cannot, by any 
means, favour any association, whether political, 
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We have stated that the formation of · trade
unions will be free and we shall protect that 
freedom; but we believe it to be our duty to advise 
the workers as to the way in which they will prove . 
more efficient in their struggle to defend their 
own interests. 'I'here are some who fight for a free 
syndicalism that permits a union chess board. I 
have been called a nazi an other things because 
I stand for the unity of each union. I know well 
that those who want to divide a guild, do it because 
they cannot reconcile guild interests with personal 
interests. I defende the absolute unity of each 
guild because I have nothing to win and nothing 
to lose thereby. 

(July 20th, 1944) 

THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNIONS 

It has often been said, too, that we favour 
some form or other of guild and of syndicalism ... 
In this sense, the «Secretaria de Trabajo y Previ
sion» does not demand anything. It merely advises 
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each guild what most suitable course of action is. 
I shall repeat a thousand and ,one times: it is neces
sary for each guild! to remain united and undivided 
if it is to obtain what it is aiming at. 

( July 20th, 1944) 

A CALL 

We do not divide the country into classes by 
pitting one against the other. What we desire is 
their organization so that they may create a system 
that allows of better collaboration, in order to 
obtain our fundamental aim, which is, to promote 
the progress of our country. As I have said before, 
the humblest classes received our first attention. 
Later on we made an appeal to the middle classes. 
Later we shall appeal to the financiers, to the 
bankers, the cattle-breeders and the industrialists. 

( August 11th, 1945) 

AVOIDING TRADE-UNION DISSENSION 

Our only object has been to fortify the 
associations, to enable them to gravitate towards 
the regulation of work and the bettering of the 
workers' standard of living. Because I know how 
much this means to all workers and to the country, 
I severely oppose the weakening of these organizat-
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ions or the official recognition of groups formed 
by those who have deserted from their ranks, en
couraged by undermining influences which have 
not become resigned to losing their positions. 

(May 20th, 1944) 

OLIGARCHY AND SYNDICATES 

The oligarchies always resisted the formation 
of syndicates and openly fought against them; they 
made them work regardless of the law. Syndicates 
did not suit their purposes because they were born 
enemies. What have we done 1 We have helped, 
we have favoured and we have defended the forr 
mation of professional associations; there is a vital 
need to form syndicates, to protect them and to 
give them a policy of absolute security and to 
further their interests in every way we can. 

(October 9th, 1946) 

UNDERMINING ELEMENTS 

The neglect of its duty by the government 
was responsible for the existence of guilds more or 
less in opposition to the employers' associations; 
and thus began the struggle between capital and 
labour. In this way unions came to be an opposition 
to the Government. Foreign ideologies within the 
same unions divided them within themselves into 
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small groups with different ideologies that fought 
against one another systematically and permanently. 
That deprived them of unity, and the efficiency 
and strength to achieve their own aims. Short
sighted politicians delivered the unions into the 
hands of filibusters in that field and paid agents; 
even if they thrived in their own way they were 
poisoning the union atmosphere, weakening it from 
lack of unity of action, when confronted with the 
problems td be solved between them, the employers 
and the State. 

( AfU{/ust 10th, 1944) 

SOCIETIES THAT WE ARE 
FIGHTING AGAINST 

The societies that we are fighting against are 
those not directed by sincere workers. We fight 
against those whose leaders make use of the masses 
and trade on their misery, even ooming to an under
standing with the enemies of trades unionism and 
deriving profit from both parties. Those, that are, 
and have been, the real betrayers of the workers, 
and that have permanently acted against their 
interests, have been our real -enemies. 

We do not accept mediators between workers 
and employers. We want to deal with genuine 
workers, and we also demand genuine employers 
to subscribe to all those agreements, whose main 

object is ~o establis_h harmony between capital and 
labour w1thout which, anarchy which destroys all 
labour an~ the values which it creates in the coun
try, prevmls. 

( June 25th, 1944) 

POLITICS IN THE SYNDICATES 

. The future and well-being of workers can only 
be msured by; themselves, and I do not believe that 
those _ _who are not workers, can improve their 
conditions of life. 

!hat is why I dare tq advise them to keep the 
~yndicate~ united and strong. The defence of union 
tterests lll ~he syndicates must come first. There 
s for the existenc~ of a syndicate only one reason : 

that all should umte to defend the interests of all 
If a· ' · syn 1cates ~evote themselves to other questions 
but those of gmld defence that which often happens 
W?en an atte~pt is made to do two things at once 
w~ll occur: mther _they perform their duty badly 
0 ~ they do not do it at all. Such is the case of the 
divan which is uncomfortable to fiit on and · even 
worse to sleep on. For thesd reasons I criticise and 
sha_ll_ keep . on criticising those who want to mix 
pohti~s and trade unionism. Politics are for political 
~omm~ttees, when it finds its way into a syndicate 
t begm~ to create fear, then arguments and finally 

antagomsm between fellow-members, who end up 
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~'\. by fighting among themselves. It is a building , l: in which cracks appear which gradually widen 
•J,, until it collapses. 

THE "C. G. T." (GENERAL 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOUR) 

(October 9th, 1946} 

The Government needs organized syndicates 
and headquarters for the workers, as powerful as 
possible, because that is the support it wi_ll. have 
in the future, to accomplish the great destm1es of 
this country, which is what both Government and 
labour are working for. A simple explanation avoids 
our entering into further commentaries. A powerful 
headquarters for the workers is the best security 
for the Government, which relies on no other force 
than that of labour. 

(July 9th, 1947) 

LABOUR LEADERS 

The strength of the unions depends on the 
leaders that are chosen, not men with strange 
notions in their . heads, but those whose aim it is 
to defend their trade union. Men who know that 
for a worker there is no higher aim or greater 
honour than to defend his own fellow-beings. 
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To have in the organization a leader that g.oes 
after other ideological or political objectives is like 
having a negative factor in your own house. 

( .tfogust 16th, 1944) 

PROTECTION OF THE WORKERS 

Real protection for the worker will be found 
in a powerful and effective organization, which 
works 'together with a powerful organization of the 
State, and which knows all the needs of social 
groups and administers justice without yielding. 

(May 1st, 1945) 

DISSOCIATION 

In the same way, if syndical organizations do 
not remain united they become vulnerable and when 
differences arise to put them to the test, thr.ough 
that vulnerability the organization will be broken 
up. Lack of unity is the chief symptom of guild 
dissolution and the onlyi factor which causes weak
ness in the working masses. 

( July 17th, 1944) 

SYNDICAL EXCESSES 

Unity and discipline! A Government which 
wants to do' its duties faithfully, has to face pro-
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blems with a balanced mind; therefore, as I have 
neither permitted exploitations no:v even inconsider
ation of empl.oyers towards employees, I must not 
allow employees' excesses if they endanger national 
economy and the general welfare . . . It is possible 
and even certain, that the infiltrated agents ab?ve
mentioned attempt to make the worker believe 
that lack ~f discipline at work, constitutes a lawful 
and efficacious weapon in the struggle. For my 
part I only want to ad~ that the problem also 
appeared in Soviet Russia and that the _G~ve~n
ment adopted such coercive measures of disciplme 
against the workers, that if a tenth of these 
measures were taken here, there would not be 
language strong enough in which to condemn those 
who enforced them. Yet, nobody can truthfully say 
that the Soviet government is more qualified to 
defend Soviet economy, than this Governm~nt is 
entitled to defend Argentine economy. Without 
going to those extremes, I shall try to re-establish 
thinas within their proper limits, and I am sure 

b . 

that I shall have wholehearted support of the 
working masses, who have backed me up and have 
inspired the noblest acts of my public career, to 
accomplish that task. 

( August 23rd, 1947) 
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XV 11 

CULTURE 

The miss10nary conception of Spanish culture 
which catechists and warriors introduced into the 
spiritual plane of the New World, is a force 
incorporated in and absorbed by our culture, which 
has given birth to a communion of ideas and ideals, 

values and beliefs, which it is our duty to 
preserve from any outside elements that 

attempt to demoralize it. PERON. 
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OUR SOCIAL POLICY ••• TENDS ABOVE A.LL, 
to change the materialistic oonception of 
life into exalting spiritual values. It is 
for this reason that we aim at raising the 
standard of social culture. The .Argenti-

, :. .. 
'.j 

ne State shouVd spare neither efforts ,-.... 
nor sacrifices of an,y kind t•o spread 
over the whole Nation the teaching ,C 
necessary to improve ,the cuVtwre of its 
inhabitants. - PER6N. 

I firmly believe that culture is a decisive factor 
in regard to the happiness of nations, because by 
culture we must not only understand moral prepar
ation, but a means to fight in order to keep up 
every man's position in his daily strife, as indis
pensable to the development of political life in 
tolerance, honesty and comprehension. 

(December 15th, 1947) 

PERFECTIBILITY AND NOT STABILITY 

Our movement signifies a new orientation in 

'I 

I' 

Argentinei Culture. Up to now we have been subject '! 
to somewhat archaic methods ,of teaching, because 
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\. • L, these have not undergone evolution. Two factors 
· ),, · must always be taken into account: organic per

fectibility and stability. It is necessary to keep 
the balance between these two, because that which 
is perfect changes constantly, whereas that whic? 
is stable consolidates education. That balance 1s 
difficult to maintain, and it is in this way that 
we have sacrificed perfectibility to stability; we 
have been using the same methods for 70 years. 

( J(Uly 29th, 1947) 

TECHNICAL TEACHING 

We have considered the instruction of the 
workino- classes because the worker was formed and 
arew u; in the hardships of the workshop which is 
~ot the best school to turn out technical experts. 
We have already organized technical schools which 
are attended by youngsters who have finished their 
primary studies; they then leave those technical 
schools to go to the factories, attending afterwards 
practical courses, to return eventually to the work
shop. Finally, they will specialize in the so-called 
polytechnic schools from which qualified technol
ogists will graduate so that the country need not 
tmn to foreign technologists for its needs 
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DIRECTED TEACHING 

We believe that teaching should have a com
mon objective and that it should establish a degree 
of complete continuity in the means chosen for the 
attainment of those objectives. We consider that 
teaching has never had that spiritual orientation 
within the country, because it is not a case of 
drawing up programmes only but to think what 
practical and fundamental purpose those program
mes will serve. This is where a real national doctrine 
comes in because teaching cannot be directed in the 
same way in Japan as in Western Eur,ope or 
America .. Countries have their own and fundamen
tal characteristics and a teaching which does not 
consider these as well as the individual purposes 
of the country, is not a well directed system of 
teaching in its essentials. 

( July 14th, 1947) 

THE POSITION OF TEACHERS 

We have studied the situation in this respect 
and we conside.r that the first thing to be done 
for teaching is to give it dignified schools and see 
that the staff can devote their life to teaching, 
therefore the material aspect, so to speak, should 
be dealt with as favourably as the State can afford 
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to. It is impossible to expect each teacher to be a 
hero because it would be to demand too much, and 
we know, that the human race is not made up of 
heroes but of ordinary men and women; and to 
exact 'a permanent sacrifice from a man in ~1is 
occupation when he is seeing other_ people. beside 
him with occupations perhaps infer10_r to hi~, a:1-d 
who enjoy a higher degree of satisfacti.?n or dign_ity 
in life than he does, would be to consider teachmg 
as a form of priesthood and therefore every ~eac~er 
would have to live in a constant state of pnvat10n. 
It is neither logical, natural nor human to demand 
that from teaching. 

FIRST STAGE 

For this reason we have tried to go slowly 
so as not to upset the balance which is_ bou?d to 
keep improving the conditions of teachmg m all 
its aspects, that is, primary, secondary or college 
training. 'rhis being accomplished, though ~ot to 
the extent ,ve believe that it could be accomphsh_ed, 
beeause this is also a matter of gradually commg 
into effect we consider that we have already set 
the found~tion stone for a new stage in a fresh 
effort in which, as I say, without demanding from 
peo-ple a greater sacrifice than that w~ich. t~e 
Sh te has a right to expect from each of its md1-
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viduals, these can work under the most favourable 
conditions. 

THE MEN OF THE FUTURE 

The past belongs to history and to our heroes. 
We have however the grea~ responsibility of holding 
the present in our hands. But it represents the 
future, the most valuable of all, because it re
presents the country's hope in that it rests with 
the teachers who daily mould and form the men 
of tomorrow in schools, and who are responsible 
for the greatness of the country. 

( July 1st, 1944) 

EDUCATE RATHER THAN TEACH 

I have always believed th-at a teacher's duty 
is not only to teach but to educate and form both the 
soul and the intelligence and provide men with 
the means for their struggle fo~ or in life. 

( December 20th, 1943) 

CULTURAL POLICY 

And as I say this, I state it as well as regards 
the cultural policy of the State. Which have been 
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, .,_~ ~ ". the aims pursued in teaching? What b.as been tlif 
' ri i" ~ consequence of this heterogeneous way of thinking 

~-c1-:-. in which everyone who teaches it as liberty to fix 
•• ·· those great objectives? Because since the State doei 

•,~~•. not fix them, you have to teach with a design, ano 
J ~. everyone chooses his own if not given a commor, 

1 ~-'l :· design. The Argentine people have become accu& 
~j.:,, . tomed to such extraordinary divergences in thl 
'1' ~, essentials of the State, that today, Argentines thin1 

I";~ in the most diverse and opposite ways about thes1 
•, 

1C basic questions. There does not exist in this countr) 
~.- ,',. a common opinion about fundamental conception! 
' :'-'? ■ 
1J 1~; which the State should exact from the men whi 
, /·' 1work in this country. I do not believe that all mer 

,f ''\_ , should think in the same way, but we cannot diffei 
. !'., '., , in the great objectives the State is aiming at t( 

1 
. , • guide the people of the nation because from tha 

I , I comes total anarchy; from a different way o 
I •• 1 visualizing problems a different value is attachei 
~~, ,' to them, and a different way of solving them u 
', l ' ' found, and as a consequence citizens will act ii 
-t-1, • different ways in the same eountry. This, withou1 

a , taking into consideration that this lack of guidanc1 
1, ••• 

has led us to divergencies in professions, ways o 
being, of thinking and of feeling, not as men but 
as Argentines; because it is one thing to think a1 
a human being and another thing is to think a' 
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an Argentine among his fellow human beings. 
The State should point out to every man the 

way to think as an Argentine so that he, as a 
man, can think as he likes. 

( July 14th, 1947) 

ENCYCLOPAEDISM 

We are beginning a period which will, no 
doubt, bring about an evolution in Argentine 
teaching. We wish to give it a more Argentine 
orientation. We shall leave aside a little of its 
encyclopaedism and direct it with a more modern 
criterion. We are a little backward in the general 
orientation of our teaching, in the primary teach
ing, as well as in the secondary schools, and the Uni
versity. Culture constitute an indivisible whole and 
it is impossible to conceive a country in which, for 
instance, the sciences of physics and mathematics 
were very much advanced while economic and 
juridical science would remain in a state of com
parative backwardness or vice versa. Life is fash
ioned by all, and for the process of industrial 
development of the country the cooperation of 
experts in the manufacturing of different products, 
that of -economists who know about the capacity 
for consumption of the country, that of doctors 
who ar.e in charge of the hygienic conditions which 
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are indispensable to work well, and that of jurists 
who establish the conditions for a civilized rela
tionship among men, the collaboration of all these 
is equally required. 

( Jiily 26th, 1947) 

THE SENSE OF TEACHING 

'l'he first question, in my op11110n, to be ~on
sidered because on it depends the sense and orien
tation we wish to o-ive to teaching, is whethBr t€ch
nical research sh~uld be preforred to scientific 
research. The mere mentioning of the problem 
already indicates its enormous importa~ce. T~e 
,opinion is now wide-spread that for the mdust~ial 
development of a country, men with a techmcal 
preparation, that is, practical experience, are ~ore 
badly needed than those with a merely theoretical 
knowledge. This being true, we should _have . to 
approach the middle and advanced edu~at10n w1~~1 
a view to turning out expert workers 111 the dif
ferent branches. Yet this idea has not only been 
surpassed but it has already been_ discarded because 
it has been proved that techmcal pr.ogress can 
only flourish in the field or pure science and mm;e 
so the subtle techniques required to satisfy the 
demands of large concerns and enterprises. 

(December 15th, .1947) 
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UNIVERSITY AND POLITICS 

The universities exist merely to teach, to learn 
and put scientific investigation into practice. Other 
factors should not interfere. We wish to banish 
politics from the universities completely, not only 
that of OUI) opponent so as to force our own upon 
them, but politics of any sort, as otherwise we 
should be rendering the univBrsity a poor service. 
We wish to create an atmosphere devoted entirely 
to teaching. Teachers as well as students should 
devote themselves entirely to learning, teaching 
and investigating. Activities alien to the university 
can; be carried out in any field, with any ideas, but 
outside the University. 

(May 30'th, 1947) 

FUNCTION AND TASK 

A professor 's functlion it to teach; a student's 
task is to learn. 

(October 9th, .1947) 

UNIVERSITY AND GOVERNMENT 

I believe, as I have always thought, that the 
government and the university should be in absolute 
agreement. For this purpose I can guarantee that 
the government is absolutely decided to maintain 
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;o ·• these excellent relations and to make it 1>?ssible 
for you to work in the universities, by puttm~ at 
your disposal the funds the government has deci~ed 
upon as the common obj:ctiv_e f?r !he _whole nation 
and in relation to which it is mdisJ?ensable to 
follow both in teaching and in learnmg. I feel 

t . that we can be on these good terms by 
C::.:a~~n of two perfectly clear and defined courses 
of action: that the university should be govern~d 
by the professors and that governme1;-t_ sho1:lld ~ 

. d ,out by the corresponding officials _m tht..: 
cGarrie ent !House. I shall not interfere wit~ the 

overnm ' U · ·t neither . ternal manao-ement of the mversi Y, f 
~~all the Univ:rsity interfere. with the matt~rs ;s 

ment I am concerned with. «Everyone m . govern , 
home and God in everybody s». J 

' ( July 28th, 1947 

HISTORICAL CONSCIENCE 

In the University a historical conscience w:~~ 
be established. There will be no breach bei~: 1 
the first dawnings of our indepe~dent. ~o i ica, 
Personality and history which had its ongm over 

. . . · th rugo-ed Pyrenean three m1llenmums ago m e ": . . 
crags and in the Carpathi~n mountams. Historical 
continuity will be established, and at the same 
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time scientific investigation will be organized and 
research workers for the progress of science, art 
and letters will be prepared; culture and know
ledge will spread; the way for liberal professions 
will be paved; a body of men devoted to scientific 
life will be created; institutions for research work 
and for extension courses will be created and sup
ported; scientific investigation, publications, social, 
juridical, economic, literary and philosophical acti
vities will be encouraged. 

(December 15th, 1947) 

IMPULSE TO THE UNIVERSITY 

I wish to see,. as soon as possible, a university 
in which within the work of teaching and scientific 
investigation, each of the men who form part of 
it :Should also fulfil his duty. If we manage to 
attain this, we shall have given the university an 
impetus wJ1ich future generations will, perhaps, 
be very thankful for. We are already working in 
that direction. 

The Government will provide the University 
with buildings and means without restrictions; you 
will have to give it the rest, that which the govern
ment ca,nnot give. And this will be the case if 
everyone gives his wisdom and knowledge to the 
service of the country; if everyone can, without 
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· f> blushing, ask himself at the end of the_day whet~er neces~ary, but rather by «Argentine», I understand 
.~ during that day he has done somethmg to brmg a umversity which prepares men who know how 
' ~ the country one step further .on from where he to solve Argentine problems of any kind, and not 
,~c: found it when he took over his post. that university which forms encyclopaedists that 
~,. ( .April 1st, 1947) are not of much use to the country. Rather than 
, teach many t~ings we ought to teach useful things. 
f., WHAT WE DO NOT WISH (May soth, 1947 J I ,1r 

We do not wish either an official nor a directed 
culture; we do not want university people to adhere 
to one mould;. we do not wish obsequious, ordinary 
men who obey a commanding voice, we want a 
characteristic and distinguished university; a uni
versity that is free from protection and inter
fe;ence · but I want you to know clearly that when 
official 'encouragement is needed to give impetus to 
the work at the university, I' pr.omise as God is my 
witness, that then you can always count on General 
Peron! 

(Ootober 15th, 1947) 

ARGENTINE UNIVERSITY 

Above all I believe it is necessary to have an 
Argentine University of our own. I do not interpret 
the word «Argentine», as many believe, with a 
sense of exaggerated nationalism, useless and un-
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THE NEW UNIVERSITY LAW 

The new university law, made by yourselves, 
reflects your opinion and will neither be successful 
nor will i4 have any beneficial effects, if those who 
are meant to apply it do not interpret its spirit 
faithfully and do not take a part in the successful 
organization of the university. 

( .April 1st, 1947) 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The spiritual riches which have come down to 
us from Spain, with the Cross and the Sword -
the Cross and the Sword that have been so disdai
l~ed by our enemies and so jeered at by those who 
prospered under false pretenses - have dwindled 
to an unrecognizable shapeless heap which has 
become fuel for the fires of hatred and envy which 
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·• they had stirred up with their legendary spler.tdour. phers, philologcrs, poets, artists and your jurists, ~-'. 
J·i But before turning to ashes, even the _hot ?mders mystics, and theologians when they saw that the • 
t would suffice to become torches wluch m our torches of the spiritual revolution and the fumes of 
'', ' hands rejuvenating the «Alma Mater» of the Ar- materialism endangered the temporal treasure you 
\ genti~e University, w,ould cross the frontiers, make had hoarded, decided to place you in safety where 
.- , the lukewarm faith of peoples who are half asleep you could not be profaned. The centuries of forget-

and who would rather believe in the miraculous fulness and the time of ingratitude are over. We, 
powers of gold than in the nobility of the spirit Argentines, your beloved sons, have engraved a 
and the will to work and ennoble themselves and legend of imperial resonance on the fagade of our 
have sufficient strength to reach the heart of universities, a legend of filial gratitude with a 
Castille and say; with «criollo» accent and Christian homely touch which reads: «The sun of our Spanish 

•, faith: «Spain, Our Mother, eternal Daughter of Culture will never set». 
immortal Rome beloved heiress of graceful Athens 
and of strong Sparta, we are your children of the 
fair name; we are Argentine, from the land of the 
tinkling silver who possess your golden heart! As 
the sons of your bosom we worship and remember 
you and you live in us ! For the very reason that 
we are your sons, we know that we are ourse~v~s. 
It is for this reason that besides the many qualities 
you bequeathed to us, we have decided to go ahead 
and to scale new peaks and to conquer new laurels 
to be added to the already eternal ones we wear 
on our brows. It is for this reason that we reopen 
the old coffers that keep the remains of the culture 
you scattered all over the world in the wake of 
~aving flags and invincible sword. Your philoso-
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XV 111 

THE MOTHERLAND 

In this land of ours we only want Argentines, 
united by a str.ong feeling of nationality, without 
which it would be very difficult for us to guide 
this great, rich country, which should every day 

thank God for its riches and wealth, to 
a safe port. - PERON. 
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EVERY ARGENTINE WHOSE HEART IS IN 

the right place must rea,l~ze that on this 
generation lies the tJrernendo1is n"Sponsi
bility ,of the f'Uiture of the Nation, arnd 
that he rnust work in his own sphere in 
order to acqiure the rnaximurn arnount 
of energy and the necessary strength to 
bring forth the greatness of the co~mtry. 
PER6N. 

LIFE OF THE COUNTRY 

The country does not only exist in the limited 
period of our lives. We live in our. children, as in 
our w.ork. So we must aim at providing future 
generations with a complete life, that will give 
them better rights and a happier fulfilment of 
their duties. 

(Decernber 16th, 1944) 

NEW BLOOD 

It is quite certain that Argentina cannot for
ever remain in the sleepy rhythm to which many 
Who profited by her condemned her to live; Ar
gentina must get back the strength of a healthy 
Youth and of new blood. Argentina needs the con
tribution of this young blood of the working classes; 
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.i, and cannot go on with the blood currents of many 
generations of old people, or we should obtain the 
dreadful consequences of the old dynasties which ' 
had died physically before the people, tired of put
ting up with them, did away with them. 

(Febri,a,ry 12th, 1946) 

WHAT WE WANT TO BE 

Since nature has been so prodigal to us, we 
want to be the happiest people in the world. 

( Jivne 10th, 1,944) 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

'l'he future of the country will depend on the 
social security of its inhabitants. For that purpose 
wo shall create the necessary protection for the 
Argentine working c1ass. This step of ours will be 
fought against. But I warn you, to that resistance 
we shall oppose the energy capable of extin
guishing it. 

(December 2nd, 1944) 

LOVE OF COUNTRY 

Since the bold days of May, never has the 
Republic needed her free citizens so much, citizens 
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to ?ffer their lives for the future of th N t . 
as It does in our d D b e a Ion, 
forces are fi o-1 t. , fay. ou ~lessly, antag.onistic 

. b 1 mg or other Ideals that are not 
ours' and we also know that the problem of 
:i~~~r;0 mail b~ quickly solv!:)d if we make up ~~; 
b l' se w at can be sold in it. But I do not 
a e ieve that these generations of Argentine~ can 
~pear as deserters before history and th t th 

Will not rise at I t ' c , a ey 
wl a· d ' eas out of the respect for those 

10 ie. to give us freedom and autonomy and to 
oppose firmly any possible surrender either to our 
lown people or_ to foreigners, who do not feel this 
and to be their own. 

HAPPINESS 
( A .ugust 25th, 1945) 

sh T_~day Argentina is the world's paradise and fo: w1 \ continue to be so while we are united and 
re ~s ong. as we do away with selfishness and 

mam convmced once f II h h not d d ' or a , t at appiness does epen so much on h · , not b . avmg great wealth as on 
emg covetous. 

PATRIOTISM 
(December 4th, 1944) 

coun~~e :I~a;\;eetween the essential being of the 
iconoclastic currents that come 



fr.om outside is a new reflection of the continuous 
fight between the eternJ;l and epheme:i;al that 
there is in our lives and in the lives of 
peoples. What is permanent, ~ hich lasts through 
generations, wars and revolutions, is the flood of 
feeling that man's soul treasures and not the poli
tical and philosophical principles that can lead 
humanity at a certain moment of its history. This 
flood of feeling is the original source of patriotism; 
the spring that makes us bend our knee before the 
flag; the bugle call that only our soul feels and 
impels us to assemble in a public~ square to express 
our love for the country, her heroes or. leaders and 
that urges us to take arms to defend her honour, 
her gloriefl or her ideals. Finally, it is this feeling 
that quickens the rhythm of our heart and blurs 
our eyes with tears of tenderness. There must not 
be any difference between military men and 
civilians in the cultivation of these feelings. All 
of us, no matter our age .or condition, culture or 
wealth, must feel closely united in our holy love 
to the country. Country before all. Only God's 
providence giving away his blessings should be 
bowed down to. We should all be united to love, 
idolize and defend her. 

( July 7th, 1947) 
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INTERNATIONAL POLICY 
We are not rich but 11 
cH~i:10 al of the ' 1· a that we have i~ at the 

peo:r;> e who need it a a f th 
"Yho are akin to us and t hn o . e people 

· 0 w om our aid 
might be usefu . _ Pmio::N. 



As FAR AS INTERNA'I)IONAL POLICY rn 
concerned we try to lceep ou1· country 
on the best td'rnis with all the world. -
PERON. 

STRONG AND WEAK PEOPLES 

We think that the weak people of the world 
have no gua-rantees today. We are the same a·s men 
equal befoTe the law, but in roolity the legal con
ception changes because not all the peoples in the 
world, be they weak or strong, are equal or have 
the same rights; aHhough they have them legally 
they are not actually respected. The world will 
some day learn that if the weak people are not 
given some compensation, in order to defend them
selves, they will join together, as in the case of 
individual men, to form a strong group in order 
to defend themselves against the powerful. 

This is not a doctrine, it is reality; it is boldly 
to face the panorama of the world with regard to 
the injustice committed against the weak. And we 
can say this because no injustice is committed 
against us. When one is attacked and humiliated 
it is sad to say that injustices are committed by 
peoples against other peoples. It must be said w,hen 
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we are happy and respected; we can do it and 
we mus say so, because tJhe help1ess people who 
suffer the attack of the powerful cannot make their 
voice heard. 

(July 26th, 1947) 

VICTORY DOES NOT CONFER ANY RIGHTS 

The political international revolutionary 
though of the Repu_blic has tried to create, within 
and without the country, a favourable atmosphere 
of peace and work, brotherhood and solidarity, so 
that it may achieve tranquilit and human progress. 
To that end it has been necessary to put the inter
national rules that form the tradition of our foreign 
policy up to date. 

(Mary 1st, 1947) 

AMERICA FOR HUMANITY 

.A:ro·entina has been faithful to the principles >:, 

consecrated by International Law. In defence_ of 
those traditions she has vita,lized the idea that 
victory confers 10 rights, as a ' reaffirmation of 
solidarity with the peoples after the development 
of the different historical processes. 'Ilhis statement, 
w11ich has universal value, has been held and pro
claimed by our country. Above the lines of hemis
pherical regionalisms remams the bright thought 

of the great Argei tina which considered the offering 
of America as a meetin.g place, · for humanity a 
universal necessity. 

WE WERE NOT UNDERSTOOD 

Our, country has often been internationally mis
understood. It may be an example of free and 
democratic countries but she has been attacked in 
a way tbat did her a lot of harm. Even today we 
suffer imperialistic accusations, something that we 
have always repudiated and cannot tolerate. I have 
always followed this lh1e of conduct and in order 
to defend it better I ha,ve adopted the necessary 
precautions so that our independence and sovereign
ty, either political or economical should be respected 
everywhere. I have achieved this and it is my 
greatest 1)ride 'and satisfaction. It has been neces
sary to make extraordina;ry efforts to succeed with 
the help of the immense majority of Ilj-Y country
men including many of my political enemies because 
we Argentines honour our ancestry. And if I have 
never given up fighting it is because I am a 'man 
who never gives u sacred du.ties. 

( June 18th, 1947) 
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THE ANT ARCTIC 

We must mention the fact that we have sent 
a nission in the Antarctic. The Admiralty has 
collaborated efficiently with the l\11\nistry of I1'or
eio·n Affairs in the studies t'hat took us to the 
de0claration of Argentine rights on the continental 
platform and the Antarctic continent. Now that the 
expedition is back the Government hopes that very 
soon these inalienable rights will mean Argentine 
sovereignty over those lands that legally belong 
to her. 

(Mwy 1st, 1947) 

DEFENDERS OF REASON, RIGHT 
AND JUSTICE 

The Argentine Republic is on very good terms 
with all the countries of the world no matter what 
their ideas or government are. We are friends. with 
all the nations of the world. We have ach1eve<l 
this iu. one year. We are admired as defenders of 
reason rio-ht and J·ustjce and we dare to speak to , 0 • 

the world giving our advice which is l~stened to 111 

many places especially in Latin America; :Ye h~v,e 
even o·one further: we have signed treaties w1tn 
more ~han thirty nations and we have given our 
aid to most of them in many respects: 

(July 9th, 1947) 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES 

When Argentina signs a commercial treaty 
she does not do it for political reasons nor to com
pete with other nations. She only tries to favour 
other countries, overcome difficulties and bring our 
people nearer to the rest of the world so that they 
may pr.ofit not only in material intercourse but also 
spiritually. We must not forget the words of the 
Pope who said that only a generous and intelligent 
intercourse between the strong and the weak will 
make universal peace possible. 

LOVE OF PEACE 

We are unconditional defenders of all that 
peace means, not statically, but dynamically. We do 
not believe that inertia is the way to peace. In the 
same way as we must Look after things, so musf 
we look after peace. When peoples are suffering 
the evils of war, only then is jt known whether one 
has used foresight or not. We wish for and look 
forward to peace and in order to defend this peace 
we have entered into g,ood relationship with all 
the countries of the world. 

(July 26th, 1947) 
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SOVEREIGNTY 

The principle of nationality is sacred to us and 
because of that we could never be indifferent in 
the face of submission of a neighbouring country 
to powerful enemies, without going to thefr help, 
f iO'htinO' for J·ustice liberty and right. We could 

6 '6 ' • • 

never accept any foreign interference m our mter-
nal politics. Neither could our international conduct 
be changed through pressure, and we shall always 
keep the precepts of the legal equality of the states 
and of sovereignty. 

NATIONAL DEFENCE 

History and the last wars have made it evident 
that the defence of the states cannot be improvised 
without' the danger of failure, succumbing to 
dernolishingi attacks of more powerful ele~~nts that, 
ignoring the normal rules of commu~nties, hu_rl 
without warning the full power of their forces m 
order to take possession of property that is not theu 
own whether it is to satisfy the primordial needs 
of their people or to merely serve imperialist 
interests. It is one of the first duties of a 
statesman to prepaue adequately the army . to 
protect the sovereignty, freedom, wealth and nat10n
al dignity. As I am conscious of the transcendency 
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that the exercise of these duties means for the 
future of our nationality, I shall supply the army 
with the necessa,ry resources for its modernization, 
and I shall uphold all measures that tend to the 
implantation of heavy industry. 

INTERNATIONAL DOCTRINE 

This is in a few words the Argentine inter-. 
national doctrine: we want to respect all peoples 
but we want to be respected, as well, by tluem; 
we are always on the side of the subjugated because 
we understand that in the commm.1.ity of the peoples 
of the world ' there cannot be powerful people who 
possess everyt ing while there are weak people who 
suffer everything. 



APPENDIX IV 

FOR ECONOMICAL COOPERATION AND 
WORLD PEACE 

CITIZENS OF THE WORLD: 

COUNTRYMEN: 

I. Resp0ct for the free will of the poople. 

The material and spiritual forces of Argentina 
. rise today to express before the world the national 

will to help humanity in its longing for internat
ional and internal peace. Our will and our spirit, 
feeding themselves in the history of Argentina and 
America want to act. Argentina wishes to place 
herself with those who offer the help that universal 
clamour urges. She wants to contribute with her 
effort to overcome the artificial difficulties created 
by man. She wants to do away with the anguish 
of the poor and make it certain that the feelings 
and actions of our country be on the side of good
ness to fight against evil. Above the obscurity that 
wishes to envelop humanism and that is an expres-
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sion of the sway of the irrational, there is the 
magnificent destiny of man, using his intelligence, 
his energies and his arms so that country and town, 
big and small peoples, rich and poor states may 
join together in the bright days of universal soli
darity and ratify the need that this world should 
be a place of peace, as the only means of getting 
permanent values and happiness. Argentina takes 
OL the enormous responsibility of encouraging this 
thought that is governed by the ardent anxiety to 
better huma ity and she has got the energy and 
the determination to a.ccomplis.h it together with 
other peoples. In Argentina, wor:k is organized and 
defended, Politics secured and consolidated by 
constitutional truth; economy, regained · and sup
ported by the State, that is to- say, defended and 
made by the people themselves: culture as a means 
of reflection of native feelings, Iilingled with the 
universal feeling of old cultures ; and the social 
doctrines and ideas definitely affirm the reason 
for constructing a world that does away with the 
symbols of exploitation, destruction and hateJ of 
social injustices. Argentina and all America want 
to contribute to the dignity of man. For that pur
pose they try to make friends with the suffering 
world. The flag of this crusade is that of solidarity. 
With it we work passionately, with creative ef- , 
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ficiency. This sublime predestination of America 
in which Argent ina takes her place must be, in 
the difficult hours of a wo:r:ld full of evils, a 
laudatory effort that will give back to the universe 
the magnificence of its marvellous c,reation. History 
proves that the,re is a rhythm of difficulties and 
that rhythm is growing. The ordeD was altered by 
war. The disorientation of humanity was caused 
by• misunderstanding. We ·can affirm that peace 
and understanding are the necessary tools to defeat 
anguish. The Argentine desirn, at the service of 
humanity, is to use them to identify the hopes 
of men with those principles. International peace 
is the great problem of man in our times as w:ell 
as in former times. The noble enthusiasm of intern
ational delibenations and conferences and the hard 
work of the United Nations teach us that the moral 
feeling of the state.s has condemned aggression a8 
an operative system of man. And that peace must 
be universally desired and the home of tranquillity. 
We represent a country that has fulfilled, ever 
since its origin, the principles of liberty. In · the 
history oii the independence of states it is our 
will to be independent and free, respecting the 
i;elf-determination of the peoples and believing 
there shall never be any disagreements that will 
not find a solution in the paths of right and 
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justice to prevent civilization from failing. There
fore, in the first place, international peac~ will 
only be possible if internal peace is consolidated r 
in all the nations of the world. And one of th;; 
means of obtaining this consists in respecting tho 
free will of the peoples. 

2. Indispensable Solidarity and Economic 
Ooopemtion. 

When speaking to the people of the world in 
a call for peace, we also wish to state that in the . 
search for the ideal solutions are inchtded the 
practical expressions of this call. We Argentines 
believe that the nations that have suffered so much 
from such fierce struggles have a right to a more 
dignified life. We also believe that we should use 
our economic prosperity, offered many times to 
heal wounds to assist them and to cooperate with 
them so tha't the economic defence of the states 
should be obtained without harming dignity. 

We know well what the needs of the world are. 
We must replace poverty by abundance, without 
incurring the unpardonable effect of confusing 
help with charity; we must avoid the mistake of 
hardening the universal conscience by granting 
economic help with partiality as an act of privilege. 
Finally, we must carry to the old world, in par-
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ticular, which provided the new world with culture, 
all that we have learned from these profound and 
stirring rev.olutionary movements, which born in 
the heart of America and of the world, s0rvcd 
to awaken a greater impulse towards new destinies 
in the citizens of the continent. The hopes of the 
old world take shelter in this blessed land of 
America and in this blessed land of Argentina. 
Argentina is ready to concrete her help along the 
lines of effective action in ,order that these hopes 
should be realized and in order that the bound1ess 
desil'es of these states for security and prosperity 
should be made possible. 

It is the sacred duty of America that imposes 
this; it is the spirit of Argentine freedom, sin:ere 
and profound that points this way; our feelmgs 
and convictions passing over imperfections try to 
save man from pain. Argentine politics have been, 
are and will always be pacifist and generous. Ever 
since the day when the country was born this has 
been the determined policy of generations of Ar
gentines, and unalterable respect for all national 
sovereignties including those forged by the flash
ing swords of the archetypes of their nation, ~as 
been an unchangeable virtue of the Argentme 
spirit. The politics of the republic, have not had ~ny 
other patterns than those designed by the unpers1sh-
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able patriotism. of her hero~s; and, when we have 
confirmed the existence of the country we have 
confirmed her triumph, because there cannot by any 
countries in the world that exist broken, by incom
prehension, war .or poverty. Injustice is too hard 
to condemn man to live in it. Injustice lies in 
altering everything that serves to consolidate human 
pride to shape ambition and to fulfil hopes. When 
the living masses are moved by the pursuit of ideals 
of social and economic tranquillity, the world is 
moved and perceives t e results of tJiose movements. 
And if we are to imp,rove life we must strengthen 
tbe life of those social gTOups by coordinating our 
efforts in cooperation that shall be positive, humane, 
sensitive an,d protective. 

Poverty and abundance, peace and war, cannot 
live side by side in the world. We want to form 
into one entity of dreams and realities the desires 
of men favoured by destiny ancl. the broken hopes 
of man punished by fate. We want the com1tries 
and men of the world to join together in one 
feeling of identity that shall make everybody realize 
how much one needs the other, and that shall bring 
to birth that ideal affinity in order that work, 
free thougl1t and constant constructiye ideals shall 
be the rights of humanity that shall bring us close 
progress, civilization and stability. 
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We have always been on the side of the nations 
rent by suffering and we repeat again the acts 
of solidarity of yesterday and today in this crucial 
hour of the Universe, when disagreement and con
fusion seem to co:nvert themselves into systems that 
will govern life. W a wish to proclaim our help, to 
trust e .olution, to defend social justice, and again 
Wt! tell the world that we want peace, tranquillity 
and work everywhere, for posterity to understand 
that we were not indifferent, not on~y to the coun
tries that suffer, but also to the comprehension of 
world problems. 

This is what we have done. We could say how 
much we have helped and how far our impulse 
has carried us. 

Por this very reason we wish to tell the world 
today that our contribution to internal and inter
national peace is, furthermore, that we ~hall add 
our resources to the world plans of assistance that 
will make possible moral and spiritual rehabilitation 
that will facilite the material and economic re
habilitation of all the suffering peoples. 

3. All our respect and all our energies at the 
service of peace. 

These Argentine words are :R onounced iu 
historical times, since we arc near the anniversary 
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of the Assembly which gave light to the birth of 
the country. They have then a sacred reality and 
belong to the inspiration of the duties our parents 
gave us. To accom1)lish them we need the energy 
of all the citizens of thB Country, that is passing 
through, in those glorious days its political, social, 
economic and cultural rebirth; its noble destiny 
of independence and sovereignty. To accomplish 
this the Republic expects to count on the energies 
and their source of our workers, the talent of 01ir 

ruling classes, the strength of our people. With the 
vigour of our right we shall establish in the world 
the new right to a digrnified existence. We invoke 
the protection of God, our Constitution, the me
mory of our heroes, to accomplish our destiny, to 
convert our eelings, into reality in order to pro
mote the peace that we long for and that we are 
s00kirw and to put this help into force. The previous o, 
concepts for the general operative lines which are 
respect for the sovereignty of nations; economic 
help to the countries that need it; reunion of tho 
efforts of women, men and children in all the 
world for a permanent peace. All this means a 
coherent work of humanity, spiritually and ma
terially, permeated with a great desire for realiz
ation that can be stated as follows : 
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1. Bpirit~al disarmament of humanity. 

For this it is necessary that all men, women 
and children, of pacific interest, should organize 
themselves to work both for internal peace and for 
world-wide international peace, attempting, among 
other thi1ws to abolish war psychosis, which do
minates th~~sands of human beings, and to abolish 
the divided groups that make the preparation for 
war possible. 

2. A plan for the material accomplishment .of the 
pacific ideal, internal and external. 

The work for internal peace must be the sup
pression of capitalist and totalitarian extremes, 
whether they be grouped as the left or as the right, 
starting from the development of a political, eco
nomic, and social action by thB state and an educ
ation of the individual tending to elevate social 
culture, to dignify work and humanize capital, and 
especially to change strife for collaboration. 

The task of achieving international peace must 
be accomplished on the basis of abandoning anta
gonistic ideologies and on the creation of a world 
conscious that man is above systems and ideologies, 
and that for this reason it is not acceptable that 
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humanity should be destroyed by a holocaust of 
hegemonies either of the right or of the left. 

It is necessary to have a fixed determination to 
work indefatigably for this cause, with the coE
viction that war sha,ll not constitute a solution for 
the world, no matter what social group may man
age to survive the hecatomb, because the misery, 
pain and despair in which humanity will be sub
merged will punish everybody equally and apocalyp- ' , 
tic chaos will ensue as a corollary of the awful 
mistakes that men, who are preparing a struggle, 
wh~ch will mean the most ghastly destruction that 
hag ever been known, are making. 

Constructive peace is t,he only thing that will 
save humani~y, the struggle that destroys all 
material, spiritual and moral values will never 
save it. 

xx 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

While ~he population has increased in geometrical 
prop.ort10n, the medical establishments and their 
possibili_ties have increased only in arithmetical 
proportion. We have 64,000 beds in all the country 

but to _meet the requirements of our popul- ' 
at10n we need 122,000. - PERON. 



IT IS USELESS TO H AVE GREA1' DOCTORS 
and specialists, if the benefits of their 
science can1J1,ot' reach the people thrm,gh 
the proper organizations. - PERON, 

HEALTH IMPERILLED 

When we think that we have come so far 
without having an organism to coordinate and 
organize public health, we should give thanks to 
God for His kindness to the Argentine people. 
It is unbelievable that there should only exist 
biased and one-sided organisms. 

(Octo-b er 1st, 1946) 

THERE ARE NOT TOO MANY DOCTORS 

We lack the necessary building to expand the 
public health service. . . There are not to.o many 
doctor.s. A bad distribution - which is caused by 
geographical and economic factors - leads to 
professional men concentrating of the urban centres. 

(June 26th, 1946) 

COLLECTIVE MEDICAL ATTENTION 

Where public health was concerned our coun
try also lacked the safeguards needed by every 
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inhabitant. If I fell ill, for instance, and·if I were 
a millionaire, I could bring doctors from any part 
of the world, that is, eminent doctors who only 
operate for ten or fifteen thousand pesos. Thus 
there w.ould be every possibility of my life being 
saved. -But for the poor man there is no such 
possibility. It is nothing in Buenos Aires where 
there is a fair [)Ossibi lity of being treated by 
eminent doctors in good hospitals. But let us take 
a look at the interior of the country where fifty 
per cent of the sick die without medical attention. 
This is the real state of affairs in this country. 
This, however, is not the fault of our doctors, 
because we have capable, eminent doctors who are 
world amons for their ability and devotion to 
science. The State is at fault for this state of 
affairs because while medical men vie with one 
another to get a patient, in the interior of the 
country there are places where there is not u 
single doctor within fifty or sixty leagues and where 
people die without medical attention .of any kind. 
The Government must find a solution to this 
problem. For this reason the subject of collective 
medical attention is as important as that of indi
vidual assistance. 

(Novemb 25th, 1944) 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE MEDICAL MAN 

The medical main has two problems: science 
and his own life. Generally, it is considered in 
t~ose countries that the man who has to devote 
hims_elf to his own life, will do so to the detriment 
of_ his science, and he who devotes himself to his 
science, does so to the detriment of his own life. 
Oon~e_quently, we cannot expect all doctors to 
~ac:ifice their lives for their science, and neither 
is _it_ convenient that they should do so. In my 
opimon the most up-to-date solution is that the 
Sta~e should create the «Il'_!edical official» thus 
solvin_g the economical aspect of the questio;, and 
enalilmg doctors to devote their lives to science. 

( June 21st, 1944) 

SOCIALIZATION OF MEDICINE 

The State must face the problem of medical 
atten~ion for the .benefit of those who earn little. 
It will be convenient to semi-socialize medicine 
respe~ting the free exercise of the profession, and 
the_ right of the patient to choose his own doctor, 
besid~s furthering the development of the system 
of private medical attention for the wealthy classes. 
For the development of this system it is convenient 
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to rely on popular support, which is always ready 
to offer its humanitarian collaboration. 

( June 26th, 1946) 

THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE 

The Department of Public Health is that army 
which must collectively destroy disease and which 
must endeavour, at the State's expense, to help the 
citizens who cannot pay for medical attention. This 
organization involves the preservation of life. In 
this country of meat and bread, in this country 
which has three hundred sunny days in a year, 
where we have everything we wish for, in this 
country where the population has greater possibilit
ies of enjoying good health, the average expectation 
of life is from 10 to 20. years lower than in European 
countries, and it is 10 years lower than in the 
United States. Organized public health is destined 
to lengthening the span of a man's life by 10 to 
20 years. If that is not much to aspire to, we might 
continue to do without a Ministry of Public Health. 

(November 25th, 1946) 

THE CREATION OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

When a nation is obliged to take up arms 
against an enemy it forms an army, as it would 
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be impossible to give arms to each citizen and let 
him fight on his own, for such lack of organization 
would mak_e him weak. In the same way, and in 
order to fight against disease, which is also an 
extraneous enemy, the Argentine Republic has relied 
onl?' on the ability of her medical men and they at 
their expense and risk individually fouo·ht disease 
within the.limits of the Republic· which0 meant the 
d~seases which scourge our cou~try. Today suc!-1 
diseases as leprosy, brucelosis, syphilis and tuber
culosis are being fought isolatedly by our doctors 
wl:o_m we recognize as possessing great individual 
ability; but the State failed properly to organize 
that army of doctors with the result that it is now 
confronted by that force which is disease and lacks 
a suitable weapon with which to offer battle. 

The creation of the Department of Public 
Health is nothing more or less than a central 
headquarters whose task it will be to fight collective
ly against collective ills. 

(October 21st, 1946) 

CURING DISEASE 

The Department of Public Health must not 
set a limit to its expenditure. The limit is to be 
established only by the needs of all the sick in 
the country. · 

(November 25th, 1946) 
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XX I 

AMERICA 
The American nations, with their great Hispanic 
origin join hands loyally and are determined to 
stand by one another in any emergency that may 
arise, as if we were one nation. e arc prepared 
naturally to defend all 011r precepts, and we must. 
also encourage each country to govern itself without 
interfering in the internal affairs of other coun
tries. By following the path of truth, we coun
tries of America have abolished boundaries and 
found reasons why we should get nearer to one 
another and make hatred and fruitless controversy 
disa1Jpca1" for ever, as tl1ey only serve to sow the 
seeds Jof want and misery. America can show the 
World the infinite benefits of l)eace. We are firmly 
united and in a positjon to thwart any efforts to 
enfoI"ce foreign subjection. Argentina marches on 

in search of peace and harmony for every
body and for the orld. - PERON. 
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CONTINENT 

WE ANXIOUSLY DESIRE AN AMERICAN 

bJ·otherhood of nations and the mi,tua/ 
respect that eqnals shoi.Zd show to onu 
another. - PERON. 

The North, the Centre and the South of the 
American Continent, which have as a backbone 
the gigantic Andean range, with their peoples of 
various origins and characteristics, with the ances
tral vig.our of their earliest inhabitants, tempered 
by the civilizing fire ,of the Spaniards, the Portu
guese, and the Anglo-Saxons, and polished by the 
great emancipating deeds of Washington, Bolivar 
and San Martfn, can proclaim to the world at large 
because they have come to flourish, that when peace 
comes again, it will find every American heart 
ready to defend the cause of peace. 

( April 25th, 1945) 

AMERICAN JURIDICAL EQUALITY 

The Mexican Declaration establishes juridical 
equality and economic collaboration as essential 
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premises of common prosperity ~n the American 
nations. But the prosperity of nat10ns cannot be a~1 
abstract theory, that is why it adds that the A_meri
can States consider that a coordination of all mter
ests is necessary, to create an economy of abundance, 
in which the natural resources and human work 
are taken advantage of, so as to better the ~iving 
conditions in all the countries of the contment. 
If we do so, we shall contribute to the establishment 
of the kingdom of justice. 

(April 25th, 1945,I 

THE AMERICAN SPIRIT 

It is in America where people i:p.ost feel the 
spirit of liberty, and wher~ they feel ,more strongly 
their independence. America has taugh_t us to. un
derstand the value of freedom, not as it 1~ ~xplan~ed 
by men, but as an instinctive charac~er1st;1c wh1c!1 

is shared by all those who are ?'or~ m this C_onti
nent, and by those who settle m 1t. ~he 1at10nal 
heroes have become, by f,orce of c1rcum~tanc~s, 
continental heroes, and t:he fact that _th~y l1Ved_ m 
the same continent has led to Argentma s cradlma 
of oTeat le1:1ders in Argentina, and the_tempff'"ro? 
and behaviour of the Argentine chiefs h n• ~(' 

. them along the path of o·lory ac1·0 s the contment. 
It is thi.s common history, that best fosters the 
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unity of all the countries of the continent. Since 
America is not merely a continent drawn in maps, 
nor it is a group of material facts made up by 
'.11-en. Besides that, America is a sing·le body of 
ideas and doctrines, of right and pride converted 
into hopes and wishes for all the citizens of all 
the republics, who are always ready to collaboraU! 
e 1thusiastically to reaffirm the thought of liberty, 
of unity, of sentiment and of harmony. The coun
tries of America, joined together by a single inter
ests, find their inspiration in the history which 
the continent has forged, proved by deeds of liberty 
and democracy, which now inspire, and strengthen 
us, and lead us to work and to become the makers 
of a new independence. 

ARGENTINE DESIRES 
( Ji,ly 9th, 194'1) 

We only aspire to our natural aggrandizement 
through the exploitation ,of our riches and to place 
the surplus of our production in the various 
markets of the world, so as to acquire what we 
need. Ylve wish to livo at peace with all the nations 
of goodwill. . . Our governors never maintained 
p1·inciples of revindication or of territo1-ial conquest. 
W a never aspired to exercise a political, eeonomica 1 
or spiritual hegemony in our continent. 

( J,ime 1st, 1944) 
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THE EXAMPLE OF THE PAST 

We are definitely in favour of am effocti:ve 
· 'Spiritl1al coming togethe of the American countries 
and of the reciprocal co laboration in the economic 
field. 01: r history, and that of the Republics of 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Chile, Pcr11 and 
Ecuador, are a proof of the way in which, in the 
past, we have militarily collaborated with the I 
tribute of our arms a:nd of our blood in the struggles 
for liberty. We firmly believe that America1 lil.501·
ty is strongly UJ.1itcd with ours and, consequently, 
the free countries of the world may be assured 
that the Argentine Republic would ropeat again, 
without hesitation, the glorious deeds of the past. 

THE COMMUNISTS AND 
0TH ER OPPONENTS 

We will be forgi en less by those vi\ho j.oined that 
arrogant group wh.o attempted in their fury to 
dominate and to menace u,s; who made a common 
cause wiith those who humiliated and ridiculed us 
witl1 an Ui:J;happy phrase which will never bo 
forgotten by the Argentine people. Less will he 
foJ."given by tihose who sought the armed intervention 
of a foreign nation in our country to save their 

inf rests or, perhaps, to satisfy their hate 
and their shamelessness. - P <RON. 



..,,, "'IF l••._ .I i- • 

-· f" 

I, TJTP.0Prm llA VI'NG 'rr.nm TO DEFEND 

the worlwrs 1ny name is to be exelcrated 
by those i,sed to li,ve happiry throi,gh 
the ,unhcoppiness of all those who made 
their fortimes for them, I bless God for 
having made me meritorimis of siich a 
ciirse,J - PER6N. 

THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED 

"When during my hours of meditation I find 
my heart in perfect harmony with the ideal and 
ambitions of the people of my country, I wonder 
what objections there could be to the social policy 
initiated a year ago, ,on the part of the country or 
any of its inhabitants . I affirm, and I invite any
body; to correct me if I am mistaken, that the social 
policy that has been put into practice adapts itself 
perfectly to the Constitutional precepts by which 
we are ruled and that it is, directed towards a com
mon aim for the general welfare. 

(November 24th, 1944) 

CENTRALIZATION 

Individualism favours the isolated man but 
does not achieve happiness for humanity. The mov-
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ement against in.cl~ vid11ali,;m i,; 'apiclly developing 
towards a total socializat~on; that is to say, that 
a man disappears as- a being and a group and, 
instead, becomes an entity. 'llhese two extremes 11 ve, 
lilrn all extremc~ alway been rgan.·zations that 
annot resist the action o time. It seems that in 

history a middle way has always pro eel to be 
stablest of human organizations. Considering the 
historical world events I believe we are now passinY 
the very centre. of the pendular movement oscil
la.ting between individualism and socialization. 

NEITHER INDIVIDUALISM 
NOR COLLECTIVISM 

( J1ily 18th, 1944) 

The Nation's desideratum will not be an 
exaggerated individualism, neither wil it be a state 
collectivism that w:ill kill an individual and bury 
him in a prison. 

(Qct.obe1· 15th, 1944) 

CRISIS OF CAPITALISM 

Capital,ism in the whole word has suffered 
during this second world war a decisive blow. The 
r es_11lt of the 1914-1918· war was the disappearance 
of a great capitalistic European country, Russia. 
But it engendered new i octrines, more or less like 
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the Ruseian doctrines in other countries that tried 
to suppress capitalism. In this war, the capitalistic 
country par excell@ce will prob bly be indebted 
to the world, while all EurO)_)e will enter the Pan
Russia,n anticapitalism. This is what we can already 
see, and I should say that it is not new, neither docs 
it belong to the Communists, it is previous to them. 

( .ch,g1ist 25th-, 194'7) 

COMMUNISM JI . 

Communism was born t rough the exaggeration 
of that system, which created the necessary cul1;ure
fluid for it to flourish in, and that has today 
di:v· ded mankina into two ideologi s that are leading 
us to war, because the next war will e ide_ological 
not political or economic. We follow the capitalist 
trend, but we are trying to ease the way it works, 
allowing it to get profits so as to create wealth, 
but not allowing man to be exploited. Earth and 
machinery must be exploited, but never man. The 
State will oblige it not to exploit.man but to exploit 
the eairth and machinery. , 

THE REASON WHY THEY ARE 
OUR ENEMIES 

( J1ily 29th, 19.47 ) 

This is what we have conceiv.cd and what we 
work on. For this Communists and Socialists are 



Ill .. ',." 

1wiv diminishing in number. Today everybody is 
protesting ag inst me because I have deprived them 
of supporters. All those who used ta vote for them 
vote for me instead. It is for this reason that 
politicians complain. But of com·sc ono has to face 
the truth, and consider seriously that to do away 
with the effect it is necessary to remove the cause. 

AGITATORS 

There arc agitators among the masses who 
P~'ovoke disorder, and besides cooperating actively 
w1th these there are polihcal instigators who add 
their purpose to that of the Communists. All these 
contribute to the real causes of disturbance com
mon aniong masses. These are the real post-war 
enemies whom we shall have to face and fight 
vith systems that will have to be as effective and 

l'adical as circumstances require. If in the struggl;i 
is free from disturbance it will be fought quietly; 
if the s.truggle/ is a violent one the means to supress 
it will likewise be violent. 

( A •L&gust 25th, 1944) 

SABOTAGE 

The advantages obtained by the Argentine 
w01·kcr will persist and the sources of wealth will 
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be stimulated and respected: but wherever rebcHion, 
sabotage and intrigue may spring from they will 
be rooted out. 

(May 1st, 1945) 

PAID AGITATORS 

We do not want paid agitators who allow them
selves to be bribed by their employers or by for
eigners, a kind of filibuster among the trade unions, 
inclined to enjoy the luxuries and comforts of 
bourgeois life, and which they cover with anathemas. 

(May 1st, 1944) 

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION 

The Communist party, hypothetic beneficiary 
of the campaign against the government has adopted 
a more skilful and well known procedure; viz. in
filtration among the workers. It acts like a wolf 
in sheep's clothing. They pretend to support many 
acts of the government but on the other hand they 
try to spoil social work. They promote strikes to 
claim the success of. the solutions for themselves 
and shout, Hail Peron! when they consider it the 
right moment. In spite of ,vhich they try to mix 
with the masses to cause anarchy among them and 
see if they can deviate them from their route. They 
claim to have broken relations with the Democratic 
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Un~on,. ye~ likG the latter the~ fight against tho 
somal Justice of the Govornmant and aO'ainst t1rn 
;;con~mic independence of t11e country. 0TJiey try 
to bnng about a decrease ii the production OJl land 
and in factories; to promote increases in the salaries 
to c:1-~ourage pcti ions dccla~··n.g unhealthy wor { 
cond1tr.ons; all these in the hope that a moment will 
come at which the government will have to put an 
en? to these excesses and face the workers. t is 
?ndcnt that tl1ey' obey foreign orders in an organ-
JZed sabotage. ' 

(A 11,g11 21st, J.,947) 

EQUIVOCAL INFILTRATION 

I take advantage o this opportunity to inform 
t o CommuniiJts who wish to infiltrate into the 
movement of the Argentine workers what are in 
tl . • ' ' 1rrs re 'pect, tho Gov:eriruie t's viewpoints and tt) 
warn them that neither the Governme 1t nor the 
workers will under any circumstance allow the 
working organizations to lend themselve~ i_no'enuous
ly to their antipatriotic designs and shamel:ss aims. 

(Febritary 4th, 1947) 

FOREIGN IDEOLOGIES 

VV e wish to get rid of the extremists from tra
clq :union organizatiQns as they' have, in our opinion, 
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110 matter what extremes they represent, a-lien 
ideologies such as we Argentines ha_ve neve1· elt 
an inclination for and be. c;i,use they, with their 
sediment of ancestral hatred br;ing us their rproblem1; 
which neither interest nor co'ncern u.s. 

(May 1.§t, 1944) 

IDEOLOGY 

The leaders of the worker's syndicate that 
have to interpret the mas es must not be men wiVh 
foreign precepts or ideologi€,s who take advantage 
o:f the working people to express their own ideas; 
that is to _say, men who can teU me: my uniou 
thinks this, and I will be able to be i ve then;i,, 
and not men who can say : my union thinks tlhi,,, 
and I shall haive to begin to work out what the 
union really thinks. 

( Augiust 4th, 1944..) 

OUR AIMS 

The consideration of our own problems and 
the evolution that the world is expeTiencing M 
present are the ba&es on which the Rev'.Olution o.f 
JuntJ 4th was established and developed in the 
political, economic and social aspects. 

(December 12th, 1945) 



PER6N'S APHORISM 

lVIay every one be the artificer. of the common 
destiny and no one the instrument of anybody's 
ambition, is what Peron's aphoTism declares. Each 
citizen must consider that in these days the destiny 
of the Nati.on is at stake and there is no crime 
worse for the citizen than that when this happe11s, 
ho should either join no party or join bot11. 

( Augi,st 21st, 1947) 

TOTALITARIANS 

It is not only the Communists that try tu 
sabotage the economy of the count1-y and the normal 
development of its institutions. Together with them 
we must point out and condemn the parties that 
pr tending to approve the government's work act 
on their own and adapt totalitarian proceedings 
incompatible with the Argentine Constitution and 
with the life of its institutions whose claim is found 
in the popular suffrage. 

( Ai,gi,st 21st, 1947) 

THE OPPOSITION AND DEMOCRACY 

"\Vithout opposition there is no democracy; but 
it is no less ceitain that the •opposition·ha · responsi-

330 

bilities and duties similar to thos~ ?f tl~e govern
ment. therefore when the oppos1t1011 is ~eit?er 
conscious altruistic, disinterested, serene, obJect~ve, 
nor imp~rsonal but pessimistic, barren, negative, 
rntle and obsti~iate, there ca11~1~t be a_ ~~i:nocr~cy 
nor even the slightest idea of hvmg a civilized life. 

( Augi,st 21st, 194'7) 
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GOVERNMENT'S PLAN 

The Five Year Plan fa not an improvi ation, 
but the rcsnlt of profound mcaitation; it is the 
results of studying the probkms that the country 
has had for many yea1;s. Its conceptioJ1 begins with 
a ca 'eful inve:;;ti0 • tion, because we have not been 
able to plan sometlu,ng that could be a thing 
bJ0 ought, more or less rarely, to 1;,he National Stage, 

witliout ne1 etrating into the sources that have 
caused the many anxieties that the 

Argentine people have felt for 
many years. - PER6N. 



TI-IE FI\'E YEAR PJ;,Ai,f OF GOVERNMENT 

for the period 1947-1951 will not affect 
personal initiative. The Gover111nent will 
si,pernise private activities, the State 
only internenes with the object ,of creat
ing or giving i1np·nlse to those indllistries 
which have no,t been considered either 
beccnise they cire not productive enoiigh 
or becm1se they have the risk of a new 
ind11stry. - PERON. 

EFFORTS TO CREATE WEALTH 
• 

The five year plan is only an economic ancl 
social plan, its object being to obtain a better 
pr.oduction that is to be distributed more justly 
among those who contribute to it; in other words, 
\ve are trying to obtain more wealth from our 
country for the benefit of the ]6 million inhabitants 
and not for a reduced gr.oup of 100 privileged 
.families as had been done hitherto. Whilst studying 
our plan, we have come to the conclusion that of 
about 3 million square kilometres, we use just 1 
milli1m, obtaining only a 25 or 30 per cent of its 
possibilities. The aim of this plan is that this 
million kilometres should produce 50 per cent of 
its possibilities instead of 25 or 30 per cent, which 
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proc1uctio11 sl1ould be fair].) dislTibutcd among all 
· t.; in 1abitants. 

Besides, if using the t 1,iTd p rt of our country, 
we can o·ct 50 per cent of its vealth, wa could car!'Y 
out 20 fiy y a1,'s ' I) ans to bttt,in co1111)lctc cxplo1t
ati011. ..:1;· 

(November 22ncl, 1946, 

INCREASED SPEED OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Although it is said that this )lan is not iu 
force , o arc can:yino· it out quickcT than1 we ever 
tho11tg·ht possible. Evorytning pla-1 ncd is far alJ_cad 
fff' o'tlr own calculations. Thus t'ho Government pJa.n 
is not only being carried o11lt, but is bci,ng carried 
011t far more (uictly than we ha even: foreseen. We 
are studying tho possibility of buildii1,g some _20 
irrig·ation dams with t eir carnal systems ancl. with 
the necessary watcrpo·wer. . . V\1 o re at the trans
formati n stage that is on the way to a cl10~per 
and above all a bettor distributed power, smce 
wa hav;e the v~ry serious demographic problem of 
:?1~ gr.eat cities like; Bueno..s Aires that has 3,2000,~00 
inhabitants and that including is suburbs, which 
we call Greater Buenos Aires has some 4,500,0?0 
·uhabitants. Owing to t)1e harbour an tho avail
ability of power, indu try is concentrated there. 

( July 80th, 194"/) 
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AIMS 

The sy tom provides us with a syuthotical 
general plan containi1 g the state oct' the country 
and wha can be done in fivo 1 eairs. 

(November 2-5th, 1946) 

CULTURE AND THE PLAN 

A o-reat part of tho pl n ays attention to 
public b~1ilding which is he basis of 0111' economic 
and sociaJ progress. Law and c~1lh'ire are al~o 
considered. Above all imp'I ov:ed and mer sed facil
ities for Education wcill be provided. 

(December 15U1, 194?) 

DECALOGUE 

In order that this P a,n may 'bo1)1·opel'ly canied 
out, the follo ing decalo 0·L10 should be given at
tention: 

1. 

2. 

Every Argentine citizen must become 
acquaint ed with the pla to be able to 
sp ead it. Only strong will and unity_ of 
action on the part of evory .Argentme 
will accomplish it. 
Expert,s in the different branehes wm 
direct the work, but the workers, whose 



honour and nobility cannot be denied, 
will bear the responsibility of its com
pletion. 

3. Our country expects every citizen to 
make a special effort to improve the 
country and to maintain a consistent 
rate of progress. 

4. Every Argentine forms pai-t of a great 
machine. It is necessary to pl'oduce, 
produce and produce. 

5. The working class will be in charge ?f 
this. Any delay will sp,oil the plan. Agit
ators will have to be watched. 

6. The environment 11ecessary for the com
]Jletion of this plan for increasing the 
wealth and greatness of the country will 
be obtained when passions are soothed. 

7. It is necessary to understand that th' 
interests of the Nation are above all other 
personal ambitions. 

8. The collaboration and cooperation o:fi all 
perfect§ the c mmon task. It is ncccssa~y 
to wol'k joined in spirit, in mind and 111 

1Jractical realizations. r 
9. It is the duty of each and every ArgenJine 

to watch at ,his pot and see that the 
plan is fulfilled. 

338 

10. Let every convinced Argentine do his 
best to be sufficiently patriotic and honest 
to carry out this decalogue for the benefit 
of all and for the good of the country. 

( Jaimary 24th, 194'1) 

• 
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XX IV 

NATIONAL UNITY 

We aspire to suppreJS~ an~ close t11.at fatal cycle 
of fruitless battles between capital and labour; 
between political parties who fight elections by 
force of arms between merchamts, by licit and 
illicit mewns, with propaganda or without it, to 
create another cycle of harmony in which individ
uals will not" fight among themselves like curs to 
which a morsel is tlhrown a cycle in which the 
gifts God has bestowed on this land aFc harm ni
,ously distributed that we may aJll be hai~ y if we 

are capable of reno mcin~ avarice, 
ambition ana envy. - PIDRON. 

j 

J 
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STRUGGLES 
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I'r IS NECESSARY 'l'HA'l' 'l'HE WORLD 

shoi,ld be persuaded that there cannot 
be a great 4.rgentvna if all hei· sons Me 
not perfeotly 1,nited. From thc,t point of 
viE•w, we cire opposed to every kind of 
st1'ife, becamse strife, the resi,lt of 
hatrecl, destroys vc,1/ues and energ,y. Only 
love bwilds and acmvmi,lates energy to 
be i,secl for the good of the oornitry. -
PERON, 

'-

Up to the present time, the panorama of the 
Nation has shown nothing but struggle. It would 
be enough to analyze each of the important activ
it ies in the economic field to realize that every
thing has been the victim 0£ competition and sub
jected to fights with the purpose of defending ex
cessive speculation which made enemies of every 
merchant. 

In politics, the parties havo fiercely fought one 
another in such a violent fashion that they seemed 
more like savage tribes fighting over their food. 

In the social order, the workers have stood 
against their employers, which brought no a:clvant
age to the country, for 'everything that means dis-
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c.ord destroys agreement an harmony. Love is the 
only thing that unites. It is impossible to e:x,pect 
that struggles shall ever cease, as it is impossible 
to prevent a man from fi 0 'hting in the street, but 
vhat, can be done is to proscribe arti:ric,ial struggles 

which arc due to foreign ideologies which see to 
it that these struggles arc kept u1J. 

( Augiist 4th-, 1944) 

TWO BASIC POSTULATES 

The Revolution of the F 1rtl1 .of June had two 
postulates which I myself drew up w,ith my own 
hands on June 31'd, at ten o'clock at night. Two 
postulates wich I did not think of only at that mo
ment, for I have felt them for thiTty years -
thirtJ years of conscience and a profound know
ledge of those citizens ,vhd accom1 anicd mo as I 
wore uniform on campaign, in my work and in 
tho struggle of rny military life. These two postul
ate must be like the polar star o the Al'gentine 
people. 'l'he ffrst is the union of all, fol' unity is 
tie ,only thing tha;t makes a country big. That is 
to SJ;'ly, na ·oual unity, so that when it becomes 
n ce sa1-y to snff i- we shall all do so, and when 
it becomes nocossaTy to Tejoico we shall a.lso do so 
tog1ether. 
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'l'he second postulate is that of social justice, 
a profoundly human measure without which our 
revolution would have deteriorated into aRother 
mere barracks reYolt, insigJilificant and frttitloss. 

We do not wish to take credit awaiy fro 
anybody. The revolution that does not belong to 
the people ii:\ not a revolution. The armed forQes o 
the Na,tion were, at tbe crucial moment, the brain, 
the heart, and the arm. They put their lives at the 
service of tho Nation. But 01 ce that period was 
over, they took over the reins of gov:ornment in an 
effort to make the sound and patriotic section of 
the people unclerstand that this is a national mov
ement which will bring as an ultimate result a new 
order of vwlues lacking which the evolution of the 
country would sink as if into a tmmel which has 
no outlet. 

That unity shall rnean, in the first place, social 
unity and labour unity, which a ·e the reaJ funda
mentals of the unity of the masses. Posterity shall 
decide whether w:e haNe been mistaken or not. But 
what mus be taken , care of is not the welfare of 
the few but the ills of tne n;tany. 

( Aiigust 10th, 1944) 

DIVISION AND DISSENSION 
In the political oraer, for example, our Inde

pendence stems from the Tevolution which bro-ught 
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•· 
:= us toget1ier. •Since that time wo kept together £5?1' people a c1v1c culture and never to enthrone as a I , many' years, presenting an indestr~cti~le front system a political caciquism. That an Argentine 

against the common enemy: of our aspiratwns. But should be an enemy of another Argentine can only 
' no sooner had tbat enemy disappeared from our be an aberration of the State. 

midst and his power diminished, than t o Argent- National unity must be based on other needs: 
ines began to divide. First, there was dissension those of the family, the professions, men who have 
among those who wished this or. that form of a .similar mode of life, which must all link with 
government, later among unitarians and federalists tbat ,of the State. This is national unity. 
when fury reached uncontrollable propoxtions. Without that unity no country can develop in 

'l'his was, no doubt, the beginning of all our tho internal or external order any constructive 
ills; division into bands of enmity which would tasks, because its ol'ig~nal motive power, which is 
last all through history; and later political action what gives it unity of actions,. fails and docs not 
was always that of ,opening breaches. The Argentine petmit great efforts and tho obtainment of great 
people no l011ger felt united but became a veritable objectives. · 
battle-field for political factions which disp1,1ted 
power and government. This struggle, like all other, 
was hat~ in pired, and hate is the factor that leads 
to separation and destruction. Love is the factor 
of unity and construction and it was not taken as 
a guide. 

( August 5th, 1944) 

ARGENTINES. VERSUS ARGENTINES 

Political action should aim at uniting a I eople, 
never at sowfog dissension, at dissociating and 
eventually contributing towards its own internal 
collapse. The mission of pQlitics is to give the 
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GOD AND COUNTRY 

Perhaps tho most important fundamental prin
ciple consists of what we term symbolically in our 
proclamation the «union of all the Argentines». 
There is no solution to any of our big problems if 
we do not first in a definite and practical manner 
accomplish the union of our people who for so 
many years have been divided into fictitious fact
ions which had their origin in the ill-doing of 
their: leaders. 

To obtain that unity it is necessary: to meditate 
on the high aims of our lives: God and. Country, 

347 
' ' 

... 



tiho two iueas which join indiss lubly. Bwt before 
thinking of the un·ty of the Argentin.e people, it 
is necessaTy to eliminate certain differences which, 
dnc to tl10, ncglcc11 and inaction of o-overnmcnt have 
been taking shape in the country until there were 
two classes o:fi people, those who were excessively 
rich and those who wetc excessiv;ely poor. It is 
necessary to clistl'ibute in a more even manner the 
responsibilities of the State, so that those who have 
been less favoured by fortune 1nay rise in some 
dagl'ec to social, civic, and politica equality. Only 
then shall we be able to set our foundations firmly 
and precisely, and consolidate the unity which the 
solving of our problems is to give us. 

(Octob c?· .l5th, 1944) 

SOCIAL SOLIDARITY 

Nothing is built on pain and misery. Ideals, 
forged in the centuries of history, are nourished 
with the noble desire to allow more people to enjoy 
the benefits o social security. 

(Octob er 5th, 1944) 

ALL ARGENTINES 

When we are a 0Tecd that all, rich, and poor, 
black and white, arc Argentines, we shall be on 
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tlie right road. We have stated, and I state it again, 
that when We know and are convinced that we 
sho:1ld labour to benefit every Argentine, we shaill 
arrive at tho conclnsi011 that the good or ill fortune 
of tho. country will be common to all of us: we 
shall c1thcT all suffer o'r all r ejoice. 

( Ai1,gust 10th, 1944) 

ARGENTINE VIRTUES 

Tho Argentine soul, blessed by its Jof y, Iincao·c 
h_as tu1:ned hafred i'nto lo ve, selfisl;mess into g,m_e;o~ 
~1ty, vm~geful passion into frfoncUy alliances. Tl c 
mnatc virtues of the ATgcntine people inspire the 
:frn~cl?'mei:-tal 1n-incipie of the social and eco -omic 
poh c1~s followed J2y the national Rev0lution. 

ALL ARE, INDISPENSABLE 

That unity will e able every Argentine to feel 
tl~at he is indispensable to the country; for the 
miracle of our greatness will not be effective until 
tho _ least important and humblest pcr·s011 feels that 
ho 1s honour d and therefore feels hat 1e is inch s
pensablc to the future of the country. 

( Octob e-r 28th, 1944) 
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It is in order- to lay foundations which we 
consider sup'erior to the clisorganization that existed 
formerly, that we are determined to carr out this 
work of union, the base of every organization; that 
i;; to ,say, we are working to found the base of a 
clear understanding of all the economic and social 
factors. 

( Aiegitst 11th, 1944) 

LOY AL COLLABORATION 

What does collaboration between Argentines 
means 1 Mutual assistance, the help given by the 
1·ich to the poor, of one man to another, the help 
of the people to tho St:1,te and viceversa. ·whosoever 
refuses to collaborate lacks the feeling of patriotism 
towards the country, as also interest in the com
munity except for selfish and personal reasons. 
Countries arc not great without collaboration. The 
collaboration of the mean-minded is flattery, ana. 
the collaboration of the adrive man is constructive 
criticism without hidden motives. We wish for, 
and accept, and will continue to accept such loyal 
collaboration. 

( Jmie 28th, 1944) 
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OUR EMBLEMS 

Our Revolution, which is on the move forms 
itself behind what is too sacred to succm~IJ. Om 
cm,blems arc: God, I11athel'land, and Social Justice. 
Wr follow God through the words in the Divine 
1\~nstcr, encouraging man to love his neighbour M 
lnmsclf. l\Ia:v all Argcntiues unite behind that Jove 
hrcansc love is tl1c only cons,trnctive force. 

(November 6th, 1944) 

,' 

351 

I I, '1 I r, I : llr 

~ -.., 1 1 I I fl~ , 
I ... • ,:_ • ,.._ ' '\ 1 ~ 

- ;:[ ~:...· ... ~,AJ~~ ..,.g .i 
""~ 1'i, ' 

f;I~~~~ ~~;~ 





.. - ~ 

' 

.-
" . 

~ 

' 

~ 

l ~ 

,I 

' 

,. 

.- . 
'\ 

1-,. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VlI 

' VIII 

L'{ 

X 

XI 

Basis and Principles 

The State 

Human nllu'i's 

.. 

20 

Political questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

'I',lte Rovolution ................. . ... . . ~ 07 

The function ,of govmnmcnt 

'l'he ]:)asic foundations of economy ...... . 

Economic independence 

Appendix I - Act of the declarat·ion o/ 

economic indepenclence 

Industrialization ..................... , . . 
' ~ 

Finances ............... ...... .. .. .. ... 

Foundations of rurnl e'coTuomy .. . ...... . 

Appendix II - llou: the revolirtion is being 

made effective in the , govemment . Plan of 

70 

95 

125 

13 7 

143 

l::i5 

107 

its n,a'tional economic pol·icy . . . . . . . . . . . 187 

XII - Social justice ... .......... ... ..... ... 109 
• < 

• 



XHl 'l'he m~Ll dlc t.htss . . .................... . 

1\pj!Cllliix 111 T ext of the dM laraliti n 

:345 

:!51 

X'\'11 - 'ul tun.: 

X\1111 - 2S1 

287 

~PP ncli.;s: :f\1 - P or econo1nioal coozwrcition 

2!J7 

1c · - 307 

815 

xxu 'l'hc conmumists •iind obhar opponents , . . . . 321 

XXLLI - The g-oYerum nfrls pbu ................ . 

XXI V - Nat ioni,l n11ity ............ . 3'11 

Co11t nts 

356 


