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Ireland is half the size of Arkansas. It has fewer inhabitants 

than Chicago. Yet it has spawned a pixie spirit as big as American sentiment. It 

has given America its connnon word for flattery: blarney. And it has sold itself to 

the world as a perfect gem of a place, the Emerald Isle. 

As the first European terminal on the routes of American Overseas 

Airlines, Ireland is becoming a more popular stopping place for the overseas 

tourist. Many Americans arrive looking for Blarney and Killarney; sprites, elves 

and brogues. Few are prepared for the abrupt changes of pace in Irish settings 

that :make it an exciting vacation area. 

Ireland is uniformly green. Its coastlines, battered by the Irish 

Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, are sometimes beach, sometimes cliff. It has sea coves, 

sea caves and fjords. In the center of the island, a plateau serves as the bread

basket of the people and around the edges are mountains and hills to provide the 

tourist with an infinite variety of sports, sightseeing and lazy pleasures. 

Shannon airport, Killarney, Dublin, Cork and Cobh are the spots 

most tourists know about before they climb out of their Flagships for the first 

time on the old sod. But there is much more to Eire than that. Here is what some 

of the counties have to offer: 

Wicklow: A great; mass of domed granite mountains, penetrated by deep glens and 

wooded valleys, leads into County Wicklow from Dublin to the north. In the south 

and west the mountains dwindle to hills, fading on the west into the celebrated 

:plains of Kildare. The coastline is mostly low and sandy and has :many pleasure 

resorts. In a few places, such as Bray and Wicklow heads, the county's seaside 

has beetling headlands. 
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Wexford: This is Ireland's southeast extreme and its coast turns the corner from 

St. George's Channel to the Atlantic. It was in this county that one of Europe's 

first resistance movements met a bloody end when insurgent pikemen were suqdued in 

1798. Wexford's topography is similar to that of Wicklow. South of Wexford town 

is Rosslare, a resort that provides steamer service to Fishguard across the channel 

in Wales. Inland, beyond the Blackstairs mountains, which rise on Wexford's western 

border, are the counties of Carlow and Kilkenny. 

Tipperary: Ireland's largest inland county offers great variety. It has undulating 

countryside and mountains up to 3,000 feet. Limestone caves attract many visitors. 

So does the Rock of Cashel, an outcrop of limestone rising 200 feet above the sur

rounding plain and crowned wi th ancient monuments. This is one of Eire's most 

celebrated sights. 

Cork: Cork - the city - is capital of the province of Munster and one of Ireland's 

principal urban centers. It's on the River Lee at the point where it becomes tidal. 

Western Cork is mountainous, but on the shores of Bantry Bay is Glengarriff, where 

tropical plants grow in profusion. 

Kerry: Killarney is in Kerry, as beautiful as a birdsong. Along Kerry's Kenmare 

Estuary the visitor gets hundreds of views of a series of mountain tops. Along the 

coast are secluded coves, rugged cliffs and long peninsulas. The inland area offers 

a striking diversity of landscape, ranging from mountains in the west to the river 

valleys and rolling fields of the east. 

Limerick: The county is bounded on the north by the River Shannon, "the spacious 

Shannon spreading like a sea" of Spenser. Most of the county is lowland, ringed at 

its borders by hills. The ancient city of Limerick is popular with short-time 

visitors to Rineanna, the Shannon transatlantic airport. 

Clare: Shannon airport is actually in Clare, across the river from Limerick. The 

county has a 60-mile shoreline along the Atlantic. Not all Clare's resorts are on 

the sea; the famous Spa of Lisdoonvarna. and Ennistymon have graceful inland charm. 

In north Clare is the Burren district, a tract honeycombed with caves and underground 
streams. (more) 
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Galway and Mayo : Site of the Connemara mountains, Galway also has the island

s t udded waters of Lough Corri b wi th t he old city of' Galway at its southern end , 

facing over a lovely bay to the hills of Clare. Galway has, too, the fjord-like 

Killary harbour and the unsurpassed Atlantic coast itself. Much of the western sea

board of these count ies, and the Aran islands off the coast, are Gaeltacht, Gaelic

speaking. Dominating the mountain scene are t he Twelve Bens, from which one may 

look down on a wonderful array of valleys and lakes . Ireland's holy mountain, Creagh 

Ia.trick, an isolat ed peak r i sing from Mayo 's Clew Bay , is a feature of this country. 

Sligo: From Mayo the Ox Mountains roll i nto Sli go in a panorama of hills. North of 

Sligo town the heights are flat-topped and sharply escarped. Sligo is a land of 

changing scenery~ familiar to all who have read William Butler Yeats. 

Donegal: Thi s is Ireland's wildest county. Jutting from the north of Ireland into 

the sea, it has a coastline battered and carved by the wild ocean. What the Twelve 

Bens are to Connemara , the white peak Errigal is to Donegal. The county has many 

seaside resorts with more than t he usual number of cliffs, bays, islands and caves. 

Here too i s Lough Derg, Ireland's most famed holy place, goal of pilgrims coming to 

do penance on t he sacred island where lies St. Patrick ' s Purgatory . 
. 

Northern Ireland: Bordering Donegal are the six Ulster Counties of Antrim, Down, 

Armagh, Tyrone , Fermanagh and Derry. Scenic highlights in the region are the 

Glens of Ant r im, t he Mountains of Mourne and t he Fermanagh lake district. County 

Armagh is a famed apple growi ng area. At Downpatrick in County Down are the graves 

of Ireland' s three patron saints, Ia.tri ck, Brigit and Colmcille. 

Lough and Mea th: Count y Lough , the smallest of them all, and County Meath together 

are prosperous f arm and graz ing country , a s well as hi storic meccas. Here are Tara, 

sit e of the ancient palace of ki ngs ; t he hill of Slane J scene of St. Patrick's 

defiance of the pagan masters; Dowth and Newgrange with their tumuli , and other points 

of interest. 
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Others: The inland counties comprising Ireland's great Central Plain are Leitrim, 

Roscommon, Monaghan, Westmeath, Longford, Cavan, I.aoighia and Offaly. F.a.ch has its 

particular charms and all have many of the characteristics of Ireland that tourists 

are prepared for, althov~h they lack some of t he spectacular scenery and variety 

of the coastal counties. 
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