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- STRIKING AGAINST PROGR~SS? . 
The pilots' striki~ against Ame:ican ~ir

lines, the nation'R Jarvp <;t, nomi"Shc ~rr1er , 
is important oec/:t r.-~~ n. @OeR close to the heart 
of air progre~. . 

Starting last Nt>ven1b~· A men~an pnt new 
DC-7's into thf' nrsr:··r.iorl(tnn Rervice between 
New York antl California . This was a sub
stantial aciv::iri~fl nVPr nr~n011R ~er,';ice invol".
ing a stop at either Ghlcago or uauas. Amen
can scheduled the westbound flight at seven 
hours, 55 minutes, and the eastbound at 
seven hours·, 15 minutes. , . 

A CAA check of flight records last sprmg 
showed, however, that in a one-mo.nth period 
not a single westbound flight ha<l been com
pleted within eight hours. 

Up to then, all dome~tic lines o_~rated 
under rules fixing- an eight-hour hmit on 
pilots' scheduled flying. American soug~t 
waiver of this ruling and CAB granted it 
ternnoratilv, setting a new 10-hom limit .. 

The Airline Pilots' association had filed a 
complaint which led to the CAA time check. 
It continued to be dissatisfied after the 
waiver and American's revised schednles 
adding 30 minutes to the westbound trip and 
20 to the eastbound. TJi.e union h:3-s supp_lied 
the initiative for the present stnke agamst 
scheduled DC-7 operations. 

The association found~ its protest on the 
issue of safety. It argues that pilots who are 
compelled to be at the control~ more t~an 
eight hours are not fit to cope with theflymg 
prohlems that. might arise. 

However comparison with the overseas 
operations 'of international carriers like , Pan 
American casts some doubt on tne reason-
ableness of this argument. , 

Pan Am is allowed to fly DC-6 s (prede
cessor to the . DC-7) on overwater flights 

r~nging from 8 to _12 hour~, nonstop, .wiUi 
two pilots and a flight engmeer-the same 
crew American Airlines employs on the dis
puted New York-California run. 

The captain and co-pilot share duty at the 
controls according to their own wishes, 
though both must remain in the cockpit 
continuously. 

There is no indication this arrangement 
is any kind of safety· risk. American's cpast
to-coast flight is closely_ comparable; -but 

ould seem, if anything, to be safer. For 
overland flights in this country have greater 
navigational aids, and regular or emergency 
airports constantly within reach. . 

On flights exceeding 12 hours, Pan Ameri
can or any other United States international 
carrier is required to use multiple crews, 
consisting of a captain, a first officer with 
identical qualifications, a second officer who 
can fly but is mostly navigator, and another 
co-pilot and two flight ~pgineers. Thus any 
one of four men may be at the controls. 

In practice, the captain sets up a "flight 
watch" at the preflight briefing to parcel out 
the flying work, weighing weather and other 
conditions. But nothing in government regu
lations sets a top limit on the time he or any 
other man may ily the aircraft. . . 

The safety argument against the DC-7 
nonstop service appears thin. What the union 
,really seems to fear is that many more con
cessions might follow from abandonment of 
the outmoded eight-hour rule-which was 
set in a day when pilots might have to make 
several landings and take-offs in that span. 

I 

They merit reas1lurance· on this score. But 
the kind of · progress DC-7 nonstop service 
represents should not be impeded by dubious 
raising of the safety issue. 


