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For hours on end, they talk only
of what they wxll do when they
get out from behind the barbed
w:re, and home to their families
i ~ how they will deliberately s
arlse in the middle of the night
‘and walk around the block, merely
‘to satisfy their lust for freedom
: . how they will relive every
treasured memory of happiness,
with their loved ones . . . how
they will drink in deep gulps of
free air,
and just sit in the sun, exuding
peace ‘and contentment,
. These are the Allied prisoners

trapped now inside Germany’s Aft-

Hantic Wall, the men of Dieppe
and Crete and North Africa and
Italy, the soldiers, airmen and
who wait through eons
of bleakness and boredom for de-

liverance after General Ewenhow-

ers D-Day.
Americans, Britishers, French-
men,  Lowlanders. « Norwegians,

Poles. Russians—all' the nationali-
ties fighting to remove the eyil
scourge of Nazi brutality and
domination. linger there inside
German  prison  camps, - thinking|
only of freedom, thinking only of
life on the othez side of the At-|
lantic Wall.

Take Routine in Stride.

They accept the indifferent food |

phllosophncallv and they take
prison camp roufine in their stride. |
Their great obsession is freedom,
the sensé of coming and going
when they please, the joy of being
home again.

These prisoners represent the
war for many thousands of wives,
mothers. sisters and sweethearts
What they are doing
inside 'Germany during one single
day is more important to their
loved ones than the activities of
Himmler, Bormann and Speer for

Ja difetime.
As part of this closeup study!

~ about what is going on on the

. Nazi side of the Atlantic Wall it
“has 'been possible to get

first-

. hand reports of life inside the

- East Prussia for

M
Pt
"

Then they must get up and pre-

. prisonment faces them

_the other half, all living
wooden barracks inside electucally

_ prison camps and to reconstruct a
typical day’s routine.

Take one American camp

example.'

-large camp WJth
in.

in

It is a medmm
e 1
pe elves v
rger number of Bntlshels in

‘charged barbed wire fences.
All Attend Parade.
The day begins at 6:30 a. m.

-~

‘pare fto stand inaSpection at 7
The morning parade is one of the

few formalities that the Germam’

insist all must attend.
. The nien are never very conver-
sational or cheerful when ansmg
Another bleak. dreary day of im-|
Gialan- |
other day of wailing and hopmg
and dreaming of freedom.
Breakfast is the worst meal of
the day, both for food and for the
spirits ‘of the men. | They often
.get through the meal with hardly
a word spoken along all the rows
of tables.
. isoned officers are not per-|
mltted to do  labor but enlisted
men  can accept working party
duties if they wish. Most of the
.prisoners do volunteer: it is ‘one|
ray of making the time pass|

nternational laws forbid pris-
oners working on war jobs and
the Germans appear to have fol-
wed this ruling. with few viola-
ons.  Wood chopping, road re-
airing in the countryside, odd
obs for enlisted men.
Go In for Study.
It is spiritually harder for the
Itic Each day for them is
like an eternity. They pick up
cattered bits of gossip from the
rman guards and find out how
war is going--and they ache
as with malavial fever to' get a
chance to get back ety thexe slug-

Thev throw themselves

‘ar Przson ers

' Get'F air Deal

revisit childhood scenes

into!

Camps

study programs with a violent at-
tempt to keep their minds occu-
pied. They study languages and
subjects as if cramming for ex-
ams. They form classes and teach
fellow prisoners out of their own|
background and, in turn, attend
student classes in some other sub-
jects.

At the moment, Spanish is the
most popular language in this par-
ticular camp. Then comes French.|

Curiously enough, about a score |
of these Americans are assxduouslvl
struggling with the Chinese lan
guage.

They have some textbooks, but\
they badly need more technical
hooks for men who are trying to|
keep up their college studies on|
specialized subjects.

Baseball Favorite Sport.

Chess, bridge and checkers are|
other indoor diversions for these
Americans. They have not reach-|
ed the stage of their British com- |
‘pamons on the other side of the!
prison camp, however. There the‘
Britishers have kept a bridge tour-|
nament running for a full year|
| with 500 players. It was still go- |
'ing strong two weeks ago. [

Foothall apd  basehall games
| with makeshift equipment are al-
|ways a source of the greatest in-
/i terest to the German guards, mo@t‘
ioi them . former soldle?s recover-|
ing from wounds or otherwise noti

{
|
I
I
|

CI

fit to return to the front. The|
guards at first turned in an alarm | vicin
(thinking a riot had broken out, X
when the Americans began cheer-| # into,
ing, heckling and jeering, Now! onslt
they understand the Yankee games § first
and always find an excuse toi irs
watch. usut
Theatricals by the prisoners are up th
permitted weekly, and much hard|
work goes into the production of § nave
them. The German censors listen! # follo

to each play for impromptu dia-|
logue.
Morale Is High.

Each man is permitted to v&rlte'I IOl
two  letters ‘and four postcalds
each month. He may receive any BY REAI
number, One American holds all; WOO0!
records in this camp and perhaps! i
for all Germany: His poorest in-| = (Note:
flux of mail was 37 letters in one herein a
batch. to be cor
Morale is high, although inevit.| flecting i
.ably some men now and then get! the Navy
- what other prisoners call “high WASHI
| spirited” from boredom and the Lhe recen
desire for freedom. They talk ir-|nea-—whic
rationally ahout ‘“going. ‘to: the 0% Hollanc
war,” the electrically charged offensive
fence. and trying to make a dash Southwest
for it or getting it over with| Taking:
quickly. bast_zsg' ope
But - such understandable out- Pacitic/ i
bursts  from  highly  trained,tive of wh
'healthy young men come only cabture o
(rarely, and then briefly. stepping s
The families of these prisoners ddvance t
‘can accept my word that there is| !olland
'no evidence of anything but hu“la“m’d 1
land decent treatment, taking it AXis inva
lall in all. The guards are show. fOUr years
{ing more consideration each day jht abil
__as if aware that they may soon|!2nd 50 e,

change places with their prison.|the New G
ers. ‘ Japan’s i1

|west Pacif
to use her
ican naval

A glang
the impor
Guinea ar
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Dream of Freedom.

Thus the day drags along. They
talk about everything they have
done and what they have seen,
but two subjects-lead all the rest:
the women in their lives and their|landia in
chances of getting free. How to pines. Hol
escape . . . what they will do therspot of tl
first iewmonths when they are defense s;
home again . .. how they will make | S
mp a 1mlhon tlmes over to their|
wives and sweethearts for all these It 18 the
terrible months of separation andlelal impo
loneliness. tions, bei

“Prisoners talk of freedom, free- miles fror
dom, freedom until it haunts them‘hom Hal},
and drives them nearly mad \nth'd’es) b
nightmares,” a man who was there| (Mindanac
told; me. “They wake up at mffhtrBOO miles
and their brains whirl with the! {100 I'mIe
cheer delight of it.” |from Tiul

Inside the French section of the!Bo,LfgamVI]
Atlantic Wall alone, 52 German Lhe ug
divisions wait for their last great. Guinea in
est  battle. ' Inside the German Wo.uld Jbe
prison camps the Allied war cap-| . :
tives wait for that same day . . ./
and dream their long sweet dreams
of freedom.
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