
-- ... -
WAR DEPARTMENT 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

.3 September 194.3 

Miss K. Deakins, 
c/o A.G. Carter, 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Dear Miss Dea.kins: 

The Provost r.~arshal General directs me to reply 
to your letter of 27 August 1943 regarding Second 
Lieutenant Amon G. Carter, Jr. 

Book publishers, through arrangements witt the 
Office of Censorship, are permitted to _accept orders for 
new books, which do not violate security regulations, 
from individuals in this country for shipment to American 
prisoners of war interned in Germany and Italy. Your order 
should be transmitted directly to the publisher who will 
pack, label, and ship the books. 

A copy of the regulations issued by the Office 
of Censorship concerning the sending of printed matter , is 
inclosed for your information. 

Individuals, not necessarily -next of kin, in the 
United States and its possessions may send only new books. 
It is not necessary to have a special permit to send books 
to American prisoners of war held by the enemy. 

Since the War Department does not maintain a list 
of book publishers, this office is unable to assist in this 
matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

~i~ 
Howard F. Bresee, 
Colonel, G.ivi.P., 

Assistant Director, Prisoner of War ~ivision 
Incl: 

Instructions for Books. 



OFlICE Oli' CENSORSHIP 
CHIEF POSTAL c=:NSOR 

V'a shington , D. C • March · J, 1943. 

PROGRAM iTOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS TO PRISONERS G)_:' iJ.E 

Those r egulati ons supersecl.e :i.11 previous rne morond::-, and roguln t :i. ons 
covering tho book program. 

A. General: 

1. All mr.rn;azines 2nd nev1spapers r egardless of decte of publication 
are prohibited for shipment to United States nnd All i e d pri sone rs of ~~r 
a nd civilian internees confine d i n enemy countries ond will tc condemenoa. . 

2 . Books containing any of t he fo l lowing ma te r inl wi ll be con­
demned: 

a . 

b. 
c . 
d . 

e . 
f. 
g. 
h . 
i. 

j, 

k. 
1. 
m. 
n . 
o . 
p. 
q. 
r . 
s . 
t . 
u. 

Navig-" tional charts , plnns, wharf nnd code m...1.p s or 
parts t he reof . 
Metoorologico1 chnr ts. 
Cho.rts of currents . 
N.<1.vign tion" 1 refornnce books, including S!:.iling 
instructions 
Lis ts of lights. 
Lis t s of wirGless si ,~:-nnls . 
Tido t8 blo s . 
Distance tabl e s . 
Nautica l a nd nir a lma nacs, dire ctorie s a nd ca l e nda rs, 
etc . and supplements the r eto . 
Information of ::my nn ture r ol a tive to ports , ha rbors, 
a nchorages and inlf'. nd wo. to r wn.ys . 
T-Tili te.ry , no.v::, l or [l ir f orce subjects . 
Chemistry. 
E spio:no.ge . 
Explosives . 
Ge ogrnphy and, mn.p mnki ng . 
Li t hogro. phy. 
Poli tics . 
Peo.pons ~nd o. rmnments. 
V'!irc l oss c.nd r adio . 
Encrny pr opn.go.nd:1 . 
Any, subjec t v·hich may oo conside r ed doubtful or of <> 

to chnico. l or scientific nature , including pri tonts, 
inventions "'.nd discove rios. 

3 . Under r e stricti ons applied by Germ'.'ln;y , books written by or 
including ma torfol of Jo v!iqh authors, omigr aos f rom enemy or onomy occupied 
countries ,:md certa in othe r r' Uthors i".r e not pe rmitted t o enter Germany or 
German contr olled co.mps , c i ther directly or indircctl~r. Thereforo , tho 
shipment of books fn lling 1J';ithi n this cr.ttegor y v1ill not 1x: pe rmitte d , 
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4. Al l 1Jooks (novr cmd usod) ."'.r e subject to rigi d ce nsorshi p 
control nnd must conf orm to censorship r oquiromcmts. 

5. Mn il shipments, pnrticul'l rly p~rcol post of ..., 11 ki nds, m:1y 1::c 
subj e ct to de l 0;7 bcc,.,_uso of govorm,ont r cguln tions on t r a nsport" tion . 

6. Undor Intorn8. tionnl Convontions gov,; rning th:::, tro[' tmont of 
pri sone rs of wnr , books m8ilod in r ccordnnco with thi s pro ,<_?; r 17 rn will oo 
cnrriod without post.et go affixed who n tho pr->rcol is :1 ppropri e foly i ndorsod 
t o show thPt tho nddrosso o is a prisoner of Hor or .'.l.n into rnod or dcifoinod 
civilic.n . 

7 . Books ontoring tho Unitod Sfatos or :,ny of its posse ssions 
under this progr ".rn wilJ. ·oo rigidly oxeminod by U. s; Ce nsorship ;, nd con­
domnod i f ti t l Gs or contents clo not moo t c(msorship roquiromo nts . 

B. Approve d prgnnizn tions: 

1. .Appr ove d orr,rniv,tiom, in tho United Stntcs, such -'l s tho 
Rod Cross nnd Y .~LC .A. m"y sond books, incJ.udin:- usod bool-:: s, if thoy con­
tc. in no writing , m"1rki ngs, or c xtr:--,noou s m:::i.tto r nnd no indicn tion of 
wri t ing, Ir/' r k i ngs, or c xtr.r1no ous rn;-1 ttor to l ibrsri o s in pri soner of wnr 
cr.mps in tho United St, .. to s nnc;l its por;:co ss i ons, but n ot to inc1ividunl 
onomy pri sonors of· \'!f" T, intornoc s or du t ri inoo s con.fined in tho so Uni t od 
Stnto s comps . 

2 . Usod books , i f thoy confo in no v-riting , r,m r k i ngs , or 
oxtr ::> noous m.'7.ttor r.nd no incl.ico tion nf r riting , l:l" rkinr:s, or oxtr clnoous 
mn t to r which _:no colloctod f rom ::ny r. nd ri ll Eiourco s , Eley bo sent by np-
provod orgc1.niznti ons in t h~.:? Uni ted States , such rw tho Rod Cros ~= r,nd Y.M . C.A .1 
to the i r i ntorn"tionc1 l hGn.dqu~r to rs in C-onovci, Srtizo r l ::.nd ?or dis t ribution , 
from Gonovn unde r s uch r estrictions 11 s rn"'y to h 1posod by tho con trolling 
powers. 

3 . No us-o d books will b3 sent _c'\i,r.9ct bv 0:l1Y orgo.ni za t ion in 
tho United St,;_ tos to indivic1un l ;,ri sono r s or. w" r or intorno d civilhns 
conf i ned i n onorny or onomy occupie d countrie s or dir,ocl to c:,mp libr 2.ri o s 
in enomy or e nemy occupie d countr io s . 

4. Approve d orgnnizn tions in tho Unite d Sto.to s c,,;_nnot send 
books direct t o libr nrios in prisoner of no.r C-'.1•··: p s in Allied countries or 
to onomy prisone rs O"' civi li:-m i ntornoo s confined i n c::1 mps in Alliod 
countri e s . · 

C. Individ]-F'l Send-o rs : 

L I ndi v iduals in tho Uni t od Sto.tJ13 :mcl its possessions m"'y 
sond books to prisoners of wnr,. intor noo s :,nd dot" inoos in tho United 
Sfatos il.nd i ts posse ssions wh.:m such books cont,'1 in no writing , m:-, r kings , 
or oxtr nnoous mntto r r: nd no inc'1ication of r,,ri t i ng , 111,; r)dngD , or oxtro.no ous 
m0c tto r thor o in . 
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2. Individu::1J.s in tho Unit .: cl. St..?.t os ,7nd its possessions 1'17. :'f 

send onJ.y nov, books to indivi du,~ ls officio.11" ide n t ified ;-: s prisoners of 
wni~ or civili::,n internee s in oner:iy or onomy occupi,Jd countrie s undor tho 
f ollowinr nrr:m go mcn ts : 

n . No use d books ,:,,ill be sont. 
b . I nd i vidun.ls desiring to sc:rnd new books must pl ;1 co tboir 

ordor with 'l boo}( s e lle r or '.;Jublishor. This boo),;: sollor 
or publisher rJus t mnil tho books to tho pri sone r indi­
cn t::i d by tho purc~""sc r . 

c. Boo!::s i11USt oo pLi.cc d i n t ] 10 n2,il by the: boo:~ s ::; l l ::;r or 
publisher fron whom pm~chns0d . In no cRso will the 
purc1.,". i:;or P r:J :') or mn il t h'.J books . 

d . T!'io purch".'- sG.r 1 s nD.mo m~.y ,'"1. ppc, ::ir on tho shipping lP ool 
but no writinr, , mn r ki ngs, or ox t r 2.noous mr\tto r will ::x:: 
pcn mitt .3 d i ns ic1

0 tho cove ring w:r;:-ppor . 
o . Ono pn:c-co l o•? books r·o i g}1ing not noro thrm l'ivo poum1s 

will 1:xi pcrni tt.J (:l. to go f on,ri r d t o idem t i ~i od pI·i s onors 
of war or civili.., n intc; rnoo s in c n '.; n;:r or 8 i10i..,.,~ ' occupie d 
countri::)s ovur-:t 30 c103rs. This rostriction i s no co s s:1 ry 
duo to t he lirn:i.t:;c'l. ~. mount o:: shipping spec nv .., il..., blo . 

3. Individmls in t hJ Unit.Jr} S't...,_t or rm0 its posses s ions c:innot 
sond books to onomy priconor s o:" r::1r or civ i J.i:-n i nto:rn:::o s con.f ined. t n c.J.mps 
i n Allio d coun t rio s . 

N. V. Carlson, 
Lt,. Col ,, AUS , 

Chief Po s t al Censor. 
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