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March 15, 1943. 

Mr. Amon Car ter , 
Fort ,Jorth Star- Telegram, 
Fort \Jorth , Texas . 

Ny dear Friend: 

A close mutual f riend has a sked that every day at 
12:10 noon . the Hass be offered in St . Patrick ' s Church for 
the next two weeks f or the safety and welfare of your boy. 

This comes f r om the hearts of the Catholic people 
of this city in sincerest sympathy to you in t his bitter 
hour and in earnest hope that lmighty God will take good 
care of your loved and missing one . 

God bless you and keep you and send you strength 
and cour age is the heartfelt pr ayer of your Catholic fellow 
citizens . 

With every senti1nent of deep est eem and every best 
wish , I bee; to be 

Ver y sincerely yours, 



Affliction 
God would not send you the darkness, dear 

If He thought you could bear the light, 

But you would not cling to His .guiding Hand 
If the way were always bright, 

And you would not care to walk by faith 
Could you always walk by sight. 

'Tis true, He has many an anguish 
For your sorrowful heart to bear, 

Many a cruel thorn-crown 
For your tired head to wear. 

He knows how few would reach Heaven at all 
. If pain did not guide them there. 

So He sends you the blinding darkness 
And the furnace of seven-fold heat, 

'Tis the only way, believe me, 
To keep you close to His Feet, 

For 'tis always easy to wander 
When our lives are glad and sweet. 

Then nestle your hand in your Father's 
And sing, if you can, as you go, 

For your song may cheer someone behind you 
Whose courage is sinking low; 

And well if your lips do quiver. 
God will love you better so. 



I BELIEVE in one God. I believe that God rewards the good, and punishes the 
wicked. 

I BELIEVE that in God there are Three Divine Persons-God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

I BELIEVE that God the Son became Man, without ceasing to be God. I believe 
that He is my Lord and my Saviour, the Redeemer of the human race, that 

He died on the Cross for the salvation of all men, and that He died for me. 
I BELIEVE everything else that God has taught and revealed. 

0 MY GOD, Who .art all-good and all-merciful, I sincerely hope to be saved, and 
I want to do all that is necessary for my salvation according to Thy holy will. 

I HA. VE COMMITTED serious sins in my life, but now I turn from them, because 
I have offended Thee, my God, Who art all-good, all-perfect, all-holy, all-mer
ciful and kind, and Who died on the Cross for me . . I love Thee, 0 my God, 
with all my heart. I ask Thy pardon, and I promise Thee, by the help of Thy 
grace, never again to commit serious sin. 

0 MY GOD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, A SINNER. 



"Be a good Catholic and you can't help be ing a good 
American."- Comm. John J . Shea, U . S. N. of the Wasp 
in his farewell letter to his five-year-old son, Jackie. 
!=OR GOO !=OR.. COUNTRY 

A SOLDIER'S PRAYER 

0 my God, in fighting for my Country I am fighting 
against Thine own enemies. Make me worthy therefore, 
of being a true soldier of Christ. 

PRINCE ef PEACE 

Pardon me all my sins which make me personally Thy 
e nemy and grant me the lig ht and grace I need to know, 
love and serve Thee better. Amen. 



MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Christmas transports us again to Bethlehem 

-to the Vir gin Mother and Her Baby Son, and 
feelings of love and affection fill us as we kneel 
at the Crib and gaze upon His sweet and help
less Infant Form and look at His lovely Mother. 

How the world needs Him today! How we 
need Him ourselves! He is the only solution of 
all our problems; the one guarantee of . true 
peace: peace between nation and nation, be
tween man and man, between the soul and God. 

His Infant Hands are filled with blessings for 
those who will receive Him. He is strength in 
weakness, wealth in poverty, consolation in suf
fering , light in darkness. How can anyone say, 
"I have no room for Him ? " 

Let every one make a good confession and re
ceive Him in Holy Communion on His Birthday. 
Yours will then be the Christmas of the Man
ger - with Mary and Joseph wrap your arms 
about your Infant Saviour, cradle Him in your 
hearts, welcome Him to this troubled world. 

At Christmas God gave us His only Son. The 
Shepherds and the Magi brought their simple 
and their lordly gifts to Him on His Manger 
Throne. Let us this Christmas remember God's 
gift to us and in return make a worthy gift t o 
Him through His Church. 

May the Infant Jesus fill you and yours with 
His peace and His love. May He doubly bless 
all our men and women in service and in our 
Armed Forces all over the world and send them 
a Holy and a Happy Christmas ... such is the 
earnest wish and heartfelt prayer of your de-
voted Priests, · 

Monsignor O'Donohoe 
Father De Falco 
Father Marchiano 

MASSES CHRISTMAS DAY 1942 
St. Patrick's, Fort Worth, Texas 

Solemn Mass at Midnight. 
Low Masses: 6:30, 8:00, 8:20, 8:40, 10:00, 

10:20, 10:40, 12:10, 12:30, 12:50. 

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE 

0 God, we beseech Thee, watch over those ex
posed to the horrors of war and to the spiritual 
dangers of a soldier's, a sailor's or aviator's 
life. Give them such strong faith that no human 
respect may ever lead them to deny it, or fear 
to practice it. Do Thou by Thy grace, fortify 
them against the contagion of evil, that, being 
preserved from sin, and serving Thee faithfully, 
they may be ready to meet death wherever it 
may happen, through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, inspire them with sor
row for sin, and grant them pardon. Mother of 
God, be with them on the battlefield, and, if 
they should be called to make the supreme sac
rifice, obtain for them that they may die in the 
grace of Thy Divine Son. Amen. 

St. Joseph, pray for them. 
St. Michael, defend them. 
St. George, protect them. 
St. Sebastian, strengthen them. 
May their guardian angels protect them. 

* * * 
A CHILD'S PRAYE R 

0 God _ I beseech Thee to watch over the sold lcr f or 
whom I have agreed to pray each day until the war is 
over. 

Should he be sent into battle, protect him against seri
ous injury or death. Make him worthy of this help by 
keeping him free from sin and f rom the effects of bad 
example. 

Grant this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
May my Guardian Angel and his be his protectors . 



FOR AMERICA 

0 God, Divine P rotector of all who put their trust in 
Thee, accept the humble homage of our love, and of our 
faith in Thee, the one, true God, Whom we desire to serve 
all the days of our life. 

0 merciful Redeemer of mankind, let the merits of Thy 
sa cred Passion and Death once more appease Thy Father , 
so justly outraged by the sins of the world. 

0 God of love and power, preserve the integ rity of the 
United Sta t es of America, a n a tion founded on Christian 
principles. Enlighten our rulers , guide our lawmakers, and 
protect the sanctity of our homes. 

This we ask th rough the merits of our L ord Jesus 
Chris t Who, with the Father a nd the Holy Spirit, liveth 
and reig neth God, world without end. Amen. 

* * * 
FOR OUR SOLDIERS 

0 Prince of Peace, in this hour of g r eat sorrow and 
trial, we humbly pe~ition Thee to protect all our service 
men everywhere, and to give unto them unflinching cour
a ge to defend our country with honor, dignity and devo
tion to Thy Holy Will. Guard our churches, our homes, 
our schools , our hospitals, our factories, our buildings and 
all therein f r om harm and peril. Protect our la nd from 
enemies within and without. Grant unto us an early Peace 
and Victory founded upon Justice, and instill into the 
hearts and minds of men everywhere a firm purpose to 
live forever in p eace and good will t oward all. Amen. 

* * * 
FOR VICTORY 

0 God of battles, Who crushest wars and grantest vic
tory to those who fight for Thee, mercifully hear the 
prayers of Thy servants, that our enemies being defeated 
and the victory ours, we m a y praise Th ee with unceasing 
gratitude, throug h Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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