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Background

A recent historical review and prospective account of neurolinguistics and communication neuroscience
(Joanette, Ansaldo, Carbonnel, Ska, Kahlaoui, & Nespoulous, 2008) speculated on the increased contribution of
emotional neurosciences to future advances in the field. The perception, expression, and experience of emotion is
potentially altered in a variety of neurogenic conditions (van Lancker & Pachana, 1998), including aphasia, right
hemisphere disorders, traumatic brain injury, dementia, epilepsy, and a variety of psychiatric disorders. Many
channels are used to operationalize emotion in clinical assessment and research (Borod, Tabert, Santschi, &
Strauss, 2000) including facial, prosodic, gestural, verbal, postural, graphic, and musical channels. Of the several
ways to operationalize emotion, the verbal expressive channel has received relatively little attention as a research
and clinical tool (as noted, for example, by Armstrong (2005); Bloom, Borod, Obler, & Gerstman (1992); and
Sherratt (2007)) and has been operationalized almost exclusively as expression of emotive lexicon.

A parallel and extensive literature on narrative evaluative devices, based on the seminal work by Labov
(1972), and also derived from Halliday’s work in functional linguistics (Martin, 2000), provides a systematic
account of naturally occurring verbal emotional expression, drawn from all levels of linguistic structure
—phonology, lexicon, morpho-syntax and discourse—and from prosody. Evaluative devices express speaker
emotion, attitude, and opinion through intensification of information (e.g., repetition, lexical choice, pitch
peaks), slowing or suspension of the narrative event line (e.g. use of direct speech), mention of unrealized or
potential events (e.g., through negation) and comparison (e.g. via superlatives, metaphor).

This evaluative framework is critiqued and assessed for its potential to enhance the research and clinical
operationalization of the verbal expression of emotion.

References

Armstrong, E. (2005). Expressing opinions and feelings in aphasia: Linguistic options. Aphasiology, 19, 285-
295.

Bloom, R. L., Borod, J. C., Obler, L. K., & Gerstman, L. J. (1992). Impact of emotional content on discourse
production in patients with unilateral brain damage. Brain & Language, 42, 153-164.

Borod, J. C. , Tabert, M. H., Santschi, C., & Strauss, E. H. (2000). Neuropsychological assessment of emotional
processing in brain-damaged patients. In J. C. Borod (Ed.), The Neuropsychology of Emotion . Oxford, UK: Oxford

* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: golness@unt.edu .

1877-0428 © 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
doi:10.1016/j.sbspro.2011.09.246


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

218 Gloria Streit Olness and Maria Murfioz / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 23 (2011) 217-218

University Press, pp. 80-105.

Joanette, Y., Ansaldo, A. 1., Carbonnel, S., Ska, B., Kahlaoui, K., & Nespoulous, J.—L. (2008). Communication,
langage et cerveau: Du passé antérieur au futur proche [Communication, language and the brain: From past
anterior to near future]. Revue Neurologique, 164(S3), S83-S90.

Labov, W. (1972). Language in the Inner City. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Martin, J. R. (2000). Beyond exchange: APPRAISAL systems in English. In S. Hunston & G. Thompson (Eds.),
Evaluation in Text: Authorial Stance and Construction of Discourse . Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, pp.
142-175.

Sherratt, S. (2007). Right brain damage and the verbal expression of emotion: A preliminary investigation.
Aphasiology, 21,320-339.

Van Lancker, D., & Pachana, N. A. (1998). The influence of emotions on language and communication
disorders. In B. Stemmer, & H. A. Whitaker (eds.), Handbook of Neurolinguistics . San Diego, CA: Academic Press,
pp-301-311.



