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The flappers were out and the Great Depression 
was in. Across the Atlantic, the Prince of Wales 
was soon to take the throne and then abdicate 
to marry a Baltimore divorcee. Everyone traveled 
by train or car and only the adventurous flew, 
despite such airline inducements as "Fly with 
the air mail!" and "No more husband less nights
he'll be home tonight by air!" 

Everyone knew the airlines were the 
growth industry of the decade, but no one was 
certain how they'd make it. Airplanes carried mail 
and made money. They barnstormed at county 
fairs and made money. But there was no airplane 
built that could make money by carrying people. 
The most modern transport of the era was the 
DC-2, which carried 14 passengers and-without 
a revenue-producing load of mail-lost money 
every mile of the way. 

Then, in 1935, C.R. Smith in Chicago 
made a now-historic telephone call to Donald 
Douglas on the West Coast. Smith, the new 
president of American Airlines, had won a 
cross-country air mail contract and he and his 
chief engineer William Littlewood wanted the 
Douglas Aircraft Company to enlarge the DC-2 
so that it could profitably carry people at the 
same time it carried mail. The plans that 
Littlewood had in mind called for a 50 percent 
increase in passenger space. That meant a 



bigger fuselage and a bigger wingspan. He - · 
envisioned an airplane that would be 85 percent 
DC-2 and 15 percent "new." 

The final version of the Douglas plane 
turned out to be 85 percent "new," so it was 
called the DC-3 (World War II flyers would know 
it as the C-47 or the R4D or, more commonly, the 
"gooney bi rd"). Because of its 21 seats and low 
operating costs, the DC-3 made money by 
carrying people. Because of its reliability, it 
helped make air transportation an accepted way 
to travel-and ultimately became the most 
famous plane in commercial aviation history. 

American inaugurated DC-3 service 
between New York and Chicago on June 25, 
1936. Before year's end, we introduced the DST 
(Douglas Sleeper Transport), the first "sleeper" 
airplane. 

Development of new commercial planes stopped 
with Pearl Harbor. At war's end, American 
refurbished its DC-3s and reconverted 
wartime DC-4s for use as an interim fleet while 
awaiting delivery of a new fleet of two-engine 
Convair240s and four-engine DC-6s. 

In 1953, American inaugurated nonstop 
transcontinental service in both directions across 
the U.S. with the DC-7. And in January 1959, we 
began the first cross-country jet service, using 
Boeing 707s. The first fan-engine plane-707 
Astrojet No. 1-went into service March 12, 1961. 
Straight-jet 707s were retrofitted with the 
advanced engine; the last "conventional" jet 
became an Astrojet in January 1962. Two years 
later, we put into service the first of our 
three-engine Boeing 727 Astrojets. Twin-turbofan 
BAC 400 Astrojets joined the fleet in 1966. 

Looking to future needs, in 1966 American 
ordered 16 of our celebrated 747 Luxuryliners. 
March 2, 1970, marked the inaugural of our 747 
service between Los Angeles and New York. In 
1968, American was the first to order the 
McDonnell Douglas DC-10. 

We were the first to fly the DC-10 when we 
inaugurated DC-10 Luxuryliner service on 
August 5, 1971, between Los Angeles and 
Chicago. Twenty-five DC-10 LuxuryLiners are 
scheduled for delivery through 1972, with an 
additional 15 on option. 



DC-10 
Luxuryliner 

Now there's a plane that measures up to our 747 
LuxuryLiner. And brings our high standards of 
luxury to more and more cities. As the tenth 
successive model in the distinguished "DC" 
series, the DC-10 LuxuryLiner offers a variety of 
advanced concepts, including spacious cabins, 
luxurious lounges in coach and first class, large 
seats, wide aisles, wide-view windows, lower
deck food preparation, zoned air-conditioning, 
low cabin sound levels and fast baggage 
handling techniques. 

The DC-10 Luxury-Liner's overall length 
of 181 feet, 5 inches, combined with its lighter 
weight, results in outstanding operational 
flexibility. For example, the DC-10 LuxuryLiner 
can operate out of smaller airports like LaGuardia 
and Acapulco as well as large ones like Kennedy 
and Los Angeles. Therefore, it will be available to 
many more cities in our system and many more 
passengers. It will operate economically over 
ranges from 300 to 3,000 miles. 

Separate automatic temperature controls for 
each cabin section offer optimum comfort for all 
passengers. Three separate air-conditioning 
systems keep cabin temperatures at comfortable 
levels whether on the ground in warm weather or 
in the sub-zero cold of high altitude flight. 

Draft-free fresh air circulates at the rate 
of 20 cubic feet per minute for each passenger. 
In addition, there are "smoking" and "no 
smoking" zones in both coach and.first class. 

The cabin pressurization system 
maintains sea-level pressure conditions in 
the cabin at flight altitudes up to 22,000 feet, 
and creates a cabin altitude of less than 7,000 
feet at flight altitudes up to 40,000 feet. Automatic 
controls prevent sudden sharp changes in 
pressure as the aircraft climbs or descends. 

Acoustical treatment in the fuselage and 
interior elements is combined with the lower 
sound characteristics of the high bypass engines 
to assure a significant sound reduction 
throughout the cabin. 

First Class Luxury 
Offering new dimensions in space and luxury, 
our first class cabin accommodates just 34 
passengers. Deep, contoured seats are 21 ½ 

inches wide, each equipped with an individually 
operated lower-back support constructed of 
inflatable plastic foam. And there's a full 38-inch 
spread between rows. 

Our 25-inch wide aisles and eight-foot 
high ceiling add to the feeling of spaciousness. 
Closed overhead compartments, within easy 
reach, provide more than ample storage space. 
Additional luxuries include six channels of 
superb Astra-Stereo entertainment, plus 
separate zones for "smoking" and "no smoking." 



Coach 
Cabin 
Luxury 

Gracious coach dining is made possible by the 
generous dimensions of the DC-10 Luxuryliner. 

Our centralized food preparation center, 
located on a deck below the cabin floor, 
effectively separates the kitchen from the "living 
room" and affords increased space for food 
storage. Therefore, we can offer every passenger 
a wider variety of foods prepared with the most 

modern equipment. 
Food handling and galley servicing have 

been simplified through the use of modular food 
storage containers. These modules hold food 
and beverage carts, which permit minimum 
handling by serving personnel. To provide the 
proper gourmet touch, the entrees are cooked 
in high-temperature ovens immediately prior to 

serving. 
Electric elevators carry the serving carts 

to the main cabin floor, where our stewardesses 
can easily roll them to all areas of the cabin. And 
our new carts are narrow enough to let you pass 
down the aisles with the greatest of ease. 

) 
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Although a typical McDonnell Douglas DC-10 
coach configuration will comfortably 
accommodate 222 passengers, American has 
reduced that number to only 172, by adding a 
spacious coach lounge and arranging our seats 
in four pairs across the cabin, so that no 
passenger is more than one seat from an aisle. 

A six-inch wide table between the center 
pair of coach seats provides extra elbow-room 
and storage space. All seats are equipped with 
an individually operated lower-back support 
constructed of inflatable plastic foam; to increase 
or decrease support, you merely press a button 
on your armrest control unit. And coach comfort 
is further enhanced by a full 36-inch spread 
between rows. 

There are "smoking" and "no smoking" zones. 
Closed overhead storage compartments. 
Twenty-inch wide aisles for easier service. And 
our Astra-Stereo system offers six channels of 
outstanding entertainment for every taste and 
mood; headsets are available to all passengers 
without charge. 







Luxurious 
Coach 
Lounge 0 

Another American innovation, our coach 
lounge is a place to enjoy the freedom and 
sociability that extra space allows. 
Bigger than most living rooms, it sea-ts 11 
passengers and easily accommodates 
about a dozen more". Wall to wall comfort, 
19 feet wide, with a circular stand-up bar. 



Elegant 
First Class 
Lounge 

An intimate spot where you can socialize 
over cocktails, stretch your legs, mingle 
and meet new friends. 
There's a large credenza buffet in the 
center, which doubles as a bar. Wide, 
banquette-type seats. Modern tables, 
lamps. An atmosphere of easy, elegant 
conviviality. With room to roam. 



Advanced 
Ground 
Services 

The DC-10 Luxuryliner uses nose-in loading 
through bridges similar to those in current use. 
Our two double-width doors in the forward 
section of the fuselage allow use of both aisles, 
and two people at a time are able to enter or 
leave. To speed the boarding process, American 
has automatic ticketing and boarding systems 
similar to those used for our 747 Luxuryliner. 

The key to our increased speed in baggage 
handling for the DC-10 Luxuryliner is an 
amalgam of carefu l planning, larger facilities, 
new equipment and procedures, and knowledge 
gained from experience. Under the new system, 
bags are tagged for either "A" or "B" belly 
compartment when passengers check-in at the 
airport. In this way, American separates the 
DC-10 Luxuryliner baggage into two more
manageable groups for easier and faster 
baggage claiming at destination. 

Our dependable Luxuryliner baggage 
container system enables us to get your baggage 
started on its way to the claim area almost before 
you step off the plane. 



The 
'Good 
Neighbor' 
Jet 

The takeoff roar is gone. 
So is the exhaust smoke. 
lnflight, the whine is more like a purr. 

That's because the DC-10 LuxuryLiner 's 
three General Electric CF6 engines represent 
major advances in performance and technology. 
All feature high bypass ratio turbofans which 
are twice as powerful as those on smaller jets, 
yet up to 10 times quieter. 

Sound reduction is achieved through the basic 
design of the engine, which derives most of its 
thrust from a large fan rather than a primary 
turbine. Virtually no smoke is created by the 
engine. Fan whine is also much lower because 
the new design eliminates inlet guide vanes and 
incorporates blade-stator relationships that 
minimize this type of noise. 

A breakthrough in sound suppression 
materials enabled G.E. to equip the CF6 engine 
with a material that not only absorbs sound but 
also "tunes out" specific pure tones that 
psychoacoustic research showed were most 
grating to people on the ground. 

In addition to the lower noise levels and 
smokeless exhaust, the new engines yield 
such improvements as lower specific fuel 
consumption, easier maintenance and higher 
reliability. Each has a thrust of 40,000 pounds. 



AmericanAirlines 
Our passengers get the best of everything. 
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