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Election of L G. Fritz as vi ce president of American Airlines in 

charge of operations was announced t oda by Ralph s. Damon , president . 

He suc ceeds Hugh L. Smith ,ho will r emain wi th tne compaey as vice pr esi dert 
~ 

on special ass i gnment s . 

Ann.i.r vet eran of Worl d Par 1 and World War 11, Fr itz has been in 

Aviation all of his adult l i fe . He was vice president in charge of operations 

for Transcont i nental and he st Arn Ai r , Inc ., when he was called to aoti ve 

duty with the U. s. ArJTf:f Air For ces in April, 1942, and served as chief 

of operat i ons , Air Transpot't Command, with r ank of Colonel until September 

1943, ~hen he was assi gned to the North Atlantic ving as Commanding of ficer . 

In June 1944 , Frit z was romoted to the rank of Brigadier Gener al 

and has served as commanding general of t he North Atlantic Di vi sion since 

the date of it s activation in August , 1944 . ' 

In Wor ld War 1 he volunteered and served in the aviation secti on 

of the S*gnal Corps . He was pilot f efr the Fort Motor Co . from 1925 to 

1927 and chi ef pilot of the [addux Ai r lines , Los Angel e;, from 1927 to 1929 

and then became Vi ce Pres ident in charge of operations of t he Southwest 

Air Fast Express , Tulsa , Oklahoma , hich r oute i s now a part of t he 

American i r lines System . 

Frit z joined T, w, A. in 1931, st arting his tour of duty as di vi s ion 

Sup8rintendent in Kansas City , and was vice president of operations when 

he returned to the Army in 1942 . He was decorat ed with t he Air Medal and 



t he l egi on of Merit. 

Fri tz i s a nat i ve of Fa:ri ne City , Michigan, and was educated at 

Michigan St ate College . He is an active pilot and a member of many 

avi ation and servi ce organi zations . 

In 1929, he married Ruth I. Merritt, and they have t wo sons 

and a daught er . They will make t he ir home on Long I sl and . 
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