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MYSTIC, Conn.--Anyone who delights in studying this ~ountry's proud sea

faring history, particularly during the colorful "Age of Sail," should include this 

picturesque village on his New England vacation itinerary. 

Located in east Connecticut on Long Island Sound midway between New Haven 

Conn. and Pr ovidence, R. I.--both served by American Airlines flights from all part 

of the country--Mystic once was a bustling seaport and ship-building center in the 

heyday of sailing vessels. It is typical of the New England towns which bred the 

hardy Yankee mariner. 

Its shipyards are long gone, and it no longer ranks as a seaport, but the 

village does preserve the lore of American sailing days in a marine museum which is 

one of the most interesting of its kind in the nation. 

The musemn was founded about 20 years ago through the efforts of three 

Mystic men who themselves had sai led ."before the mast" in the days of the clipper. 

Since then, exhibits have accumulated so f ast that the Marine Historical Associatic 

wh ich operates the museum, has been hard-pressed to keep pace with a building pro

gram to house the nautical relics and records. 

The two exhibits which probably attract the most attention are the 

"Charles W. Morgan," last of the whaling ships, and the "Joseph Conrad," a l ~ttle 

square rigger, both of which have found their final port here. Visitors are per

mitted to board both ships to see how the Yankee captains and crews lived on the 

h i gh seas. 
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Other attractions are a valuable collection of marine paintings and prints, 

a faithfully reproduced rigging loft, displays of scrimshaw, historical relics and 

documents and a complete nautical library. 

In the process of construction now is a reproduction of a seaport street 

of the 1850's, when Mystic's shipyards were turning out globe circling clipper shipE. 

The streets will represent a typical waterfront, with shipyard, sailmaker's loft, 

ship carpenter and cooper shops, a ship chandlery, candlemaker and figurehead carver 

shops and other establishments which did booming business in the whaling days. 

Mysti c citizens believe the museum eventually will become one of the most 

i mportant marine research centers. 
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