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J TJ!;E~aoyl~, Edito?.MAN: A Meaningless Gesture y 
TH E Saturday n ight appeal of the Texa~o; 

Pulllishecl Every Morning By 
THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. ernor for strict and resolute law enforcement 

wou ld have possessed a more consistent ring bad 
it not been preceded just seventy-two hours by C><;) E. K . GAYLORD ••••• , ...... ... .... . . ....... . President 

EDGAR T. BELL •••••••.•••.•••••. Secretary-Treasurer the relea se from pri son of 105 convicted crimi-
11als. On \Vednesday night more than 100 con­
victs, including twenty-seven murderous felons, 
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Eastf:rn and \Vestern Represent& ti ves, '.rHE E. KA'rZ 
SPECIAL .ADVERTISING AGENCY, New York City, 
San Francisco. Cal.; Kansas City, Mo.: Chicago. Detroit, 
.Atlanta, Ga. 

•~ (Jf>\ •r~e Associated Prf;!ss ts exclusively entitled to t he 

f l 
/ use tor reproduction of all news dispatches cred­

ited to it. er not of!J.erwiso credited in this paper and 
a lso tho news p ubli shed herein. All right s ot publica­
tion ot speci;;.l Q.isp;i tch es herein are also reserved. 

j 
~ (.ruly 25. 1917.) . 

~ AU unsolicited articles, m a nuscripts. letters and pic-
1 ~ tu res sent to The Daily Oklahoman a re sent at .the 

owner's rfak and The Oklahoma Publishing company 
~ n f"xpress ly repudia,es any liabJlity or respon sibility tor 
.\ " their 1mte custody or return. 
~ . 

'l'HE AMERICAN'S CREED 
" ~ "I believe in Urn United States of America as 

:: ¼ government of the people, by the people, for 
'\). the peopl~: whose just powers are derivec1 from 
~ the consent or the governec1; a c1emocracy in a 
'- 1·e_pulllk; a sovereign nation of many so,,et·eign 

states; a per.l'ect union, one ancl insepat·able, 
~established upon those pl'inciples of freedom, 

equality, justice and humanity ro\· which Ameri­
can patriots gave their lives and fortunes. I, 
th erefore believe it my duty to my count1·y to 
l)Ve it; to support its constitution; to obey Its 

'Vs; to respect its flag. and · to defend it against 
emies.'' 
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e bsamde cxedc_utive H 

t at ma e a ur ay n1g1t nota e y eman 1ng a 
rigorous enforcement of the law. wh. 

A law-observing and !aw-respecting executive 
would command more respect and better attention on!: 

~ " \Yhen offering a $500 re,v-ard for the convictjon 
of criminals. One who relea ses felons nearly as w· 
fas t as the/ can be caught and convicted can ii ' 

comma nd no respect at al l. \Vhy not keep the i 
pr isons fil led with those already convicted in stead 
of paying out good money to refill prisons all , 
but emptied by executive de reliction? vVhy not l 

. preserve both the cash of the state and public re- ' 
spect for law by realizing that law enforcement, 
like chari ty, begins exceedingly close to home? 

Two years ago an Oklahoma executive was 
franticall y shouting from the Tulsa hou setops 
"enforce the law" while at the same time releas­
ing by the score men convicted of in famous 
crimes. His inconsistency contributed powerfully 
to his own und oing. The people of Oklahoma un­
derstood, just like the people of Texas will und er-
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, stand, that before a governor can obtain unive~sal c 
. respect fo r law he must respect the law himself. 
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