ayers. of the Sta;e, thoroughly dis-
sted, will refuse to support bond
ssues and refuse to pay taxes for the
use of good roads. Likewise, what
s already been done in the way of
cad ponstntctmn and " nmmtennnce
ill have been lost. There is no sound
ason why either eventuality should
esult. There are plenty of men in

t Flotsam and Jetsam
| BY L. B. RUSSELL

Note—The proceedings in the suit!.
against the American Road Company/
settled Jast week by confessed judg-
ment #n the part of the<Company are fexas thoroughly eapable of operat-
perhdps dxtttcult for mafy to under-f . 410 o¢o highway system on a
stand #l1ly, fand ;;he follgwing editor-ig. . - good business procedure,
ial from the Sgar Telegram of Fort Eianior sensev and protection of the
Worth plakes t.ﬁe whole matter = so i Xpayers’ interests. Surely some of
simply thyt h. who, gluns 'may read | ase men can be induced to step in
and comp ehent It i a fair an.d un- 8¢ this critical stage and protect the
biased stfitemdnt ,,df facts  without 8. to. Revenues from automobile tax-
dodging or hedgmg and ought to be s iy become available shortly af-
read by every voter, gnd I yield all fer January first. The Highway Com-
ALy 3.”0_“(“1 space to it for the gem;.ion will have the money to main-
g ormacion. $ain the roads it has already con-
Etructed and to carry out many of
THE HIGHWAY COMMISSION the projects already: approved. There

SHOULD RESIGN f\ no excuse for taking the attitude

The $600,000 -confessed judgmentiffhat the highway system will suffer
n the American Rozd Company trialfby reason of the suits instituted by
at Austin Friday proves abundantlyijthe Attorney General. There is no
practically every allegation set up byféxcuse for the public allowing th

Attorney General Moody in his suit-—|Highway Commission, because of it
,am{ movre. It proves that for one thingimhatu rally resentful attitude at having
there have. been unbusinesslike meth-1its own folly and wasteful methods
ods, reckless extravagance and waste{exposed to the public, laying dowr
of the people’s money in the manage-ton its job, refusing to maintain thq
ment of Texas highways. It proves |?oads and blaming it all on Attorne;
ithat the' present = highway commis- [General Moody, as Chairman Lan
| sioners -are mot fitted for the offices 4’1am has sought to do. ;
f they ‘hold and have not discharged the i Attorney General Moody is in n
duties thereof as the public; has al-‘.\\'ise to blame for anything connecte
| right to expect and that the responsiwith the Texas highway situatio
sibilities of their office require. How=#l'he charge that his suits have tie
rever, in justice to Col. John H. Bicksfthe hands of the commission. or wil
ett S)., it should be said that he wasibrevent the maintenance and con
not a party to the negotiations of thelktruction of roads, is mere nonsense
American Road transaction, the min=#t is but a smoke screen thrown up t
utes showing him present and mnotfbbscure the real issue and the rea
voting. But as a highway (tommis-.ffucts in the case.
sioner Colonel Bickett was under the/"‘, Attorney General Moody, if he nev
responsibility to inform himself ofﬁs,ﬂ. tries anothey suit growing out of
such transactions and to prevent themMi}. hichway situation or never re
when he thought they represented
sta of the people’s money.

A overs another dollar for the State as
i sulv of such kults, has rendered
a great service already. He

The public need only keep beforefiTexa
it o few of the outstanding @ facts h\\ proven ovuvthmg he set out to
‘oven and admitted in this case to I
correct picture of the Texas
4 ituation.» Let’s  examiné
a mon

He has uncovgrea mismanage-
, waste and loose business meth-
say the least, in the handling
way, funds. And he has recov-
om ,000 in eash

400 imiles
awarded  the fthe S
withoutis

i

Lvndluum ofii e

; ¢ rding /$§1,
of work without any con
ithout ¢n¥y bond to, reguire: the ful-
t of the terms?

"m'tli 5

vact anQ eenld 114 ve settle
ourt. Not only ithat, ir

ssisted by the Highway

1d the Governors  oifice

the

il
%
%A

ble effoits to recover money i
exorbitant hy experienced contractslithe State, they sought to hamper him,
ors, but was admitted on the standfeven by appointing outside attorneys
by the ' principal defendants themsand paying them out of state funds
alvecs, Whitaker Broadnax, vice pressit, resist his suit. The Highway Com-
ident of the American Road Compsfmission and. the Governor claimed the
any, testified under oath that th‘;f American Road Company contract
price for one surfacing was excessiVellvas an advantageous one for the
and the profits of the company hadiiState; that the price was not exces-
grown so big he did not know whatlsive nor exorbitant, but hououghly
leasonable. Now we have it from the

they were and, furthermore, did not

3*:;11-1‘(, to know. E. E. Heyser, anotheffcvorn testimony of the defendants
official of the company, testified thatiih-mselves that the price was unied
the company did not bid 30c a square §‘ ble and exorbitant; their ewn
vard, but that the price was Suggests b rofits so excessive they cared not
;:\4 by Chairman Lanham ef the ('611‘1—\2;\'@71 to look at them. Their only de-
icense was that clear, dry weather and
n abundance of cheap Ilabor —made
e engtmous profits possible.

Asked as to why no bond w:
he frankly stated that the.
had suggested none and |
he saw no reason Why SHEE )] of which gets back to one point:
s should offer any. f he present H]ga: vy Commis
; uit was first launched

Commission set up the
. -1 s goreement contemplats
nd swifacing  of all | roadsie
the companyif

5 per cent onl

ioner Bt

ican R

4
S
arge

~\, ey the (h

. How-1{ : sclosures in: the A’\lenﬁ
v ‘cestlmma\" :nowed lean ~ca<e, the publice has little
7 ood  resurfaced WHS lsurance that it may expect Such
il county. And other evi-|sults from the present co S

shoswed that the State had iud ,
fingel e\*n nates on the work as done !
:hat tha company had paid w\o;
idends, one of $209,008 and . an-
other of $319,000. The <hecks for
this latter dividend, however, were !
turned back to the Atterney Gzner-
al uncashed and since have been held
in escrow in a Dallas bank. This tes- |
txmony is convincing proef that no
second surfacing of the work award-
ed the American Road Company
was originally contemplated. i
.The American Road Company deal, |
JWh; e perhaps the largest, is only one
of many handled by the Texas High-
way Commission. Suits against others
already have been instituted by the

ed. If the other suits

tmnsachons approach-
a" hose of the Ameri-
¢ waste of the




