Daef ot il
R, BURKETT IS VlN_l.ﬁ'_ T
Whether vindications are in .
before campaign year arrives or not,
former Highway Commissioner Joe
Burkett has taken time by the tqrc-
lock and secured his without Waitbgﬁ
for the ball to open. The State R
Maintenance S50
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esolution of confidence in
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preciation of the former commlssion-»“
‘er's service to the state in the award ||
of road maintenance contracts. That B
these contracts were made the basis |
for charges filed by the attorney gen-
j eral and-that in one case the contrac-
tors have confessed judgment and re-
turned to the state a large sum of
i money only makes it more imperative
| that due notice be given that however
else the public may view it those in-
debted to Mr. Burkett for their jobs
think he is all right. And, of course
he is. But why did he resign while |
under fire?

‘We have no complaint & make 0
Mr. Burkett's friends voting him a
clean bill of health. That their com-}
fidence has mot been shaken by the
disclosures recently made is a tribute
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| and shafts of lightning

with destruction that ho ne
sheltering arms of his friends.
weather friends are of little com
if when the wayves of trouble roll they |
make themselves scarce. But con-|
fidence expressed by friends, whether
under personal obligations or not, falls
short of vindicating one who stands
under a shadow of improper conduct
in office, % :

‘When the campalgn becomes good |
and warm mnext year there is lit'l:leI
doubt but what it will center around ;
the one issue of vindication. In 1921
it was the shibboleth that wrever-}|
berated from Texarkana to El Paso
and from Red River to the Gulf. To
its awakening cry the masses I
sponded and the judgment was writ

1t will probhably be Slwiohoss Y 0 o
tinue the = program of vindication
tntil eévery one connected with the a.d-'
ministration is given a vote of conﬂ-
dence at the ‘ballot box. 1
Anyway, Mr. Burkett has beat M
all to it. - He didn’t walit until t
paign formally opened \Wh
covered how the land lay a
gelo he acted ra:'t.oﬁc'e a
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