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DOES IT MEAN A
NEW POLICY?

An Associated Press dispatch]
from Austin, dealing with the first|
meeting of the Highway Com:
sion since the resignations of Cha
man Lanham and Commissioner |
Burkett and the oppointment ofj
their successor, makes particular|
mention-of the absence of forme
Govefnor Jim Ferguson and of the
présence and activity of R. J. anks,
¢hief engineer of the department. -

Both of these statements ma;
have quite a bit of significance
For one thing, that in reference to
My. Ferguson, may mean an.entir
departure from former policy so0
for as he/and the Highway Com
mission gre ¢ ncernE,‘for it will be
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operation of the departs
haps Mr. Ferguson intends
let the commissioners handle
affairs of the department without
the benefit of his advice. Or what
is, perhaps, more logical in the sit-
uation, the two new commissioners
accepted appointment only on con=
dition that they be allowed freedom
of action and the right to handle|
highway affairs as their own judg- |
ment and experience dictated, ‘
This Iatter conclusion, too, Seems |
borne out somewhat in the refer-|
ence made to Mr. Hank. The State
highway law makes of the chief
engineer the executive officer of
the department. He is the man Te-
sponsgible for th organization ot‘

th departmeng.... for 1ts supe:

§md for the execution of the po
icies formulated by the board. His |
is supposed tb be the expert engin-
eering advice'on which the commis-
sioners are expected to rely fo
their guidance. On his shoulders
are supposed to rest the major re-
sponsibilities for the proper execu- |
tion of highway contracts, the
proper functioning of the depart-'
mental organization, the supervis-,
ion and maintenance, ete. ]
he was made the ?

But recent events have shown that
Mr. Hank, ag chief engineer, was!
shorn of a great deal of this au-
thority; not by law, but by the!
p'OhCIGS‘ pursued by the commis-
sion which appointed him. Even the
dispatch, which made particulm'l
imention of his presence and t_he[
active part he took in the discus-
sions of the first meeting, pointet i
to the fact that formerly hi
ly attended a session or
ly called in for advice.

All of which may mean tha
new day has dawned for t
way Department of Texas. It ma
mean that the new commissioners
intend to operate the Highway De-
partment as a business man shou
operate it; to formulate the j
cies; award the contracts
lowest and best bidders
such business in open session,
leave the execution of the poli
to chief engineer; holding hii
countable therefor, If such is ¢
business practices will sup;
litical considerations in
ling of highway funds. At
the new commissioners h
well.—Fort Worth Star




