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EALTHY_ -., ·HOOCH 
HOUNDS' -'SCORED 
Governor Ferguson Says Enforcement 

of Prohibition Laws "Mocker y 
of Justice, Stench" 

REWAlm $500 IS OFFERED --
Governo~· _;i'f>ay That Amount for 

Arre_ ofJ An; Vi<>Jator Worth 
,~0-l oor io Pen 

' _, -~ . {--.- - '\t '' I By Ufit Prfts. _/ - - ' 
AU TIN, NoCv. 28.-0ffering a 

rew d of -$500 f'oi: the arrest and 
con iction of aµy person ' worth 
more than $5,000 for violation of 
the prohibition laws; Governor 
Miriam A. Ferguson issued a for
mal statement scoring the high
brows of Texas. 

She cha'tacterized the prohibi
tion law as oue for the rich and 
against the poor. Site made scath 
ip$,_,re1B!.1"1_,:s ~o~ j~~~ ,!ho ~se 
liquor themselves and send home ·;;o, 

brew manufacturers to the peni
tenitary. She said in effect that 
if the rich were continued to be 
a llowed to go free for liquor law 
violations and the poor sent to the 

penitentiary for them, then "jus· 
tice beC'omes a mockery and law a 
stench in the nostrils of all law 
abiding persons. 
The statement-in full: 

' "I, Miriam A. Fergus0-n, go,vernor 
°'f this state, charged with the en· 
forcement of the 1-aws of this state do 
hereby offer a rewa:rtl of $500 for 'the , 
arrest and convJ,ction of any citizen olf 
thls state worth in property or money 
as much as $5,000. _The funds at my 
command are lim it ed, Jbut I will use 
every cent ·avaiJable to continue :this 
reward in force. _ 'Dhe enforcement of 
the liquor larN is for the rich and 
against the poor. 

"If a. big newspaper pub!i&her f.rom 
,a N ch:th Texas city can carry liquor 
with him, disipense pints by the dozen · 
among his friends and while under 
the inf\uence of · intoxicant_s, <lisiplay 
1,.i.1,11self..in .,,a.,.p,,lJ.hJ..ic~ll},.ce -b.e~se. J 1Jt 
is worth ,a million dollars and ,no,t 1be 
molested, while the poor -and unfort u· 
nate are daily, sent to the penitentiary 
for having a sing.Jc pint, if a promi
nent ex-official and milliron,a;ire pub· 
Usher from a South Tex,as,toity can 
buy all he wants and ha\Te lit ,sent .to 
his residence just becat'lse he, has a 
big newspaper and ne~~r rhave his de
relictions inquired into by any officer 
much less indicted; , if a prominent -dis. 
tr.ict judge in a cenbal Tex,a,s city can· 
try bootleggers and at the same time 
drink bootlegi_ biiskey, if wealthy .bus 
iness men ca :fil l their lockers wit!h 
liquor ancF bd st . about d,t to their (i 
friends and nr{t b! molested while the 
penitentiary is, i 1f11 of .poor devils with 
neither fr:iends nor money ibecause 
they were found g~ilty of ·having a 
pint in their pocket or making home 
brew for home use, then indeed if all 
tlhese things happen is justice a , mock· 
ery and law a stench ,in the nostrils of , 
a11 law abiding people. _ 

"I am not undertaking .to jus.tify the 
p(t() r in the viola tion of the law hut 
I here a nd n ow call upon all ,officials 
of this state from the bi-gg,es.t clo.w.n :to 
put the same law in force against ithe 
rich as is now enfor.ced against the 
poor. 

"Let our Methodist friends, who 
seem so much exerci.,ed about the pow 
er ,pardon of the governor, ihelp us 
detect and convict a few of the big 
highbrows and we will have then ,done 
a big thinrg and shown that in rlihis 
land of demo·cracy all men, regardless 
of t heir wealth, are equal ibefore the 
law. , 

"if the rich of the coun try were n.ot 
Pa.tronizino· so many of :the p.ootleg· ., \ 

gers an.cl roding them ,to violate the 
law, thert the booitleggers would have 
to go out of busih1,1ss for <lack r0.f busi· 
ness. 

"If those who criticize me for :Lax 
law enforcement will no,w join me in 
t he arrest and detection of those who 
a re most :to blame for the violation of 
the liquo; law, then indeed wdU jus
tice be done. 

"Done this 28th Day of November, 
A. D., 1925. 

Signed, Miriam A. Ferguson" 


