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Dear Cowboy: 

I have just cabled you as per the enclosed 
copy, although I have no idea whether it will get through 
to you or not. 

Also enclosed is a copy of my wire to Post
master Gener al Frank C. Walker in Washington and a copy 
of his reply. The Postal Inspector called up this 
morning and stated that everything is being done po ssible 
to expidite mail to the front. He , having a boy in India, 
realizes the feeling all f a t her s and mothers and loved 
ones experience in tryin to get mail t hrough to their 
soliders overseas. 

Since you have been in Africa , I h ve re
ceived three registered letters: one dated January 8th, 
enclosing 1220 francs and two $1.00 bills; another one 
dated January 6th containing special st amps from South 
Rode sia and some from Sieraleone; another dated January 
15th enclosing an accumulation of things--cancelled checks, 
special delivery and air mail stamps, etc ., all of which 
I am filing away and hol ding for your r eturn. In addition 
to the three registered lette r s, I have received eleven 
letters from you, various dates up to and including your 
letter de.ted January 19th, postmar ked January 21st, 
which arrived here February 1st. I received a letter 
from you dated January 6th in which you enclosed my 
birthday letter to you, the letter I wrote you from 
Newcastle dated December 8th as well a s the letter I 
wrote you in Liverpool and turned over to Major Talbot 
to take to you nd deliver it on their arrival at 
destination. 

In addition, I have received seven postcards 
dated all the way from January 7th to January 21st 
and showing scenes of the various places that you have 
visited. In your letter of January 8th you indicated 
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that I would owe you some money right away. In your 
letter dated January 15th you sent one ten and one 
shilling bills in British money and in another letter 
you sent a ten, five and one dollar bill. Altogether 
you have sent about 1700 or 1800 francs and no doubt 
we have received all the letters you have sent up to and 
including the J anuary 19th letters. In your letter 
of January 17th, you stated that all of you were feeling 
fine, although a little excited but it could not be helped 
and told of a noise which awakened you near your head
quart ers. In another letter, dated January 19th, you 
were wondering whether I had arrived home in time for 
Christmas and advised me to get my check book ready and 
to make most of them for ten although there might be a 
few hundred dollar ones. 

Another letter from you, January 19th, post
marked the 21st, was a jewel and Dad would not take 
anything for it. In it you state that you would like 
to tell me a lot of things but that you were not very 
good at writing-- bless your heart, you could not in a 
hundr ed page latter have possibly said any more or made 
me any happier. When you sai d that I had "really been 
a swell Dad", that you loved me and wished I was over 
there with you because you re.ru.ly thought I would like it, 
nothin you could have said would please me more or make 
me happier. And, of course, I would like it. Nothing 
would please me better than being with you. 

You said you were in your tent about to 
freeze to death and that t he only way you could keep 
warm was to get in your bedroll and wrap up . I am 
sorry that there is nothing we can do to help on this 
matter. I was delighted at the close of your l etter 
wherein you said that all of you were feeling fine, 
were pepped up but that you had a job to do and were 
postive that it would be _done and that you hoped you 
would do yours all right, which I am sure you will. 
In thie same letter you said you would try and write 
again "tomorrow", so naturally we are anxiously awaiting 
and hoping for the next letter. 

The last thing I do every night is to get 
the late edition and the first thing every morning is 
to get the early edition and look for any news concerning 
the operations in your territory. Everytime I go to the 
Club or walk out on the street, a number of people ask 
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how you are getting along, when I have heard from you, 
where you are, etc • 

. Mable and Stanley were tickled to death 
with your letter enclosing a check for $30.00 and they 
wrote you a "V" letter yesterday. Mack picked up and 
unexpectedly left for California without giving notice 
or an opportunity for us to secure someone to take his 
place , so Katrine and I suggested to Stanley and Mable 
that they absorb Mack's part of the contribution and I 
hope t his meets with your approvai. 

As stated to you previously, I had a nice 
letter from Capt. Bateman. I also heard from Pinkey 
Talbot and he stated that he r an across you at the same 
bathing water hole and further stated that your mustache 
was going to be a success. This was the first information 
we had that you were growing a mustache. 

We received two Kodachrome films and one 
small Leica. The first Kodachrome has been developed 
and returned , although we have not had an opportunity 
to see it as yet . I will take it over t o the Camera 
Shop this afternoon and have them run it for me . As 
soon as the other two rolls are back, we will invite 
Jean to come over and see these pictures as well as 
the others that you previously sent. Katrine t alked 
to Jean over the 'phone yesterday and she said she 
had several letters from you and the last dated J anuary 
19th. I have just gotten a hold of a few pair s of Nylon hose 
and I am sending Jean three pairs for you. 

Mr. J ames A. Farley j ust called me from 
Austin this morning, where he had adressed the Legis
lature, and advised that he would spend Saturday with me. 
He asked about you and where you were. 

Raymond L. Buell of TIME and his wife are 
having dinner with me Saturday night. Tonight , Lt. 
Governor J ohn Lee Smith is my guest and I will preside at 
a premier showing of the Consolidated picture at the 
Worth theater and introduce the Lieutenant Governor (of 
Texas), General Yount and Major Mueller who has been 
decorated four times for his activities in the Pacific. 

Rationing of everything is tightening up 
and will no doubt, in time, be almost in line with 
the country from which you moved to Africa. It is 
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will impress upon those at home the necessity for self
sacrifice and to pl ace one thought above all comfort, 
conveniences and pleasures - - that is the matter of 
winning the war as quickly as possible and to· realize 
t hat the sacrifices cannot be too great on the part 
of t hose of us at home. It is impossible t o pay too 
high a price for liberty. 

The productiveness of this country in war 
supplies and materials is gathering gr eat momentum. 
It is not a question of winning the war any more, it 
is a question of how soon it can be accomplished with 
a s little loss as possible. You and your crowd will no 
doubt play an important part in cleaning up t hi s jbb. 
You have all be:an well trained, well equipped and have 
the spirit and courage ~o f ollow through. I envy all of 
you the opportunity that confronts you and as stated 
to you previously it is one of the first times that I 
ever regretted that I was as old as I am and could not 
have an opportunity to join all of you on the final punch. 
So, as I have said many times, tighten up your belt, 
meet what comes with grit and determination. When it 
is all over and you come home, you will have a lot 
of satisfaction and nothing will make you happier 
and all of your loved ones and friends happ:er than to 
know tha t you had the guts to face the issue without 
flinching. The boys,who are eligible and dodge the 
i s sue or avoid their patriotic r esponsibility in going 
into the fighting line, a s well as their parents 
will never quite clear their conscience of assuming 
that it was everybody else's war, and not their war. 
Thank God they are in the minority! 

I received a l e tter a few days ago from 
an oil driller in Hobbs, N. M. complaining about the 
treatment accorded the oil business and he stated 
that this war was going to be won wi t h five essential 
things, 11 guts, steel, oil, groceries and a lot of f aith" 
in which statement I thoroughl y agree - - only with a 
lot of other essential things along with them. 

Katrine wrote you yesterday. We jus t had 
a nice letter from Ruth in which she said she had the 
sweetest letter she ever had from you. I also had a letter 
from Bertice asking me to thank you for fuhe card you 
sent her and to tell you she was fighting along side 
by side with you. So you can see that no one has 
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ha.veto support you in the job you have to do. 

I am still carrying my good luck medal 
that Mrs. Buck gave me when I made my trip and I hope you 
are carrying yours. 

You should have received a letter from 
me in London dated about December 11th in which I tried 
as best I could to indicate to you that I was making 
my departure. I had hoped to arrive hom ih time for 
Christmas but did not arrive in New York until the 
26th of December and on account of delays I came home 
by train and arrived here December 30th in the afternoon. 
So with you away it was not much of a Christmas , still 
I am looking forward to you and Ruth being home for 
Next Christmas under more favorable conditions. Just 
think, what a grand time you will have. Your boat 
will be in good shape and you can have a lot of fun 
on it. 

I do not know whether you received any 
cigars or not. Mr. Carvey sent them right along to 
you up until January 15th and I hope you have better 
luck with them than on those you had. As stated in 
my previous letter, if you will have your Colonel 
give you an order for cigars or anything you want or 

·need we will ship it to you. 

As for getting over to see you, that 
is difficult under the present circumstances; however, 
later on if an. opportunity presents itself you can 
bet your last dollar that I would go the limit on 
being there. Tell iVeidermam t hat I keep in close con
tact with both his wife and his father. 

If you find there is anyway you can send 
a cable at any time or any word in any mam1er, shape 
or form, I am sure you would not miss the opportunity. 
Always remember when you do not receive any mail 
that it is not due to neglect on the part of all 
of us who love you at home, for we keep the letters 
on the way, 

lv~ lo~ ~ a 
to a grand guy. 11 

----- u 

all my heart --- -
..... 


