
New Yor k city on the f i rst of June- raining . 

Dear Amon Jr.: - - Was t a lking with your f ather on t he tel ephone yest erday and he sai d you 

were r ermitted t o recei ve mail , a nd t hi s made me happy and anxi ous t o wr i te yo 

Of course , I know not hing of how ~r isoner s are ermi tted to behave or what 

i s expect ed of your time , but t here a.r e many t hin s which have g,i ven t he Ger 

man peopl e grea t pr omi nence t hr cugh ut hi s t ory . Nany years ago I worked f or 

t he Owl Drug comyany of San Fr ancisco ; i t s manager vias a gr ea t traveller !!1. as 

he t r avel l ed hi s mi nd wa a l way on hi s busines s , and he wa s a l ert f or ne-ry mer

chandize a nd novel t i es , ·1 I recall hi s tel i ng me he f ound Germany t he most i n

t er esting stat e i n- Europe f or hi s visit and pr of i t . 

If I am not mi s taken t he Ger mans wer e t he f"rs t t o br ew beer , and t he l as t to 

make it ver y good, so maybe whi le you soj ourn i n tha t vcount r y you may pick 

up some good, ,r a ctical knowl edge about the making of gocd beer , a nd bring home 

after t he var t hi knowledge . Mos t of our small t own br e ·:eri e make a s lop 

which pas ses for beer because t he advertis ing says i j;;f i s , but there is a de

mand for better beer . Beer i s mostly wat er a nd gl ass and t rans ·or tation, so 

as time r,as ses and r r ogress advances eacb cormn.uni t y will have i t s better 

brewer i es , nct when - ou..-take over---fJiereins of t he ra per 1 s advertising dap;;i.i:..t-

a knowledge of t he f lmda.ment al c-fl.:: ~e·ee·-e,e.,,p,,,<m~:i:rrg'. 

Comi ng ba ck t o an oil s t ate you wi l l be well fort i fied t o meet t he agi t ations 

wi t h re c1 l sound ar guments i f you have an opr,ort uni t y to s tudy t he Ger ma-n 

process of maki ng ga soli ne f r om coal; r ubber f rom weeds , a nd many i nvent i ons 

whi ch t he lack of cer t a.i n resources i n t rat country make necessar y f or t he 
l 

i ngenous i nventors resear ches . -¾'ery country i n t he worl d h s ~s ome dvan-

tages , somethi ng di ff erent i n t he way of mor a l ~ cust oms , and waµs of operat ing . 

No mat t er ·,here one t r avel s , t here a re many nev. i nteres t s , and i f your limi-

t ations per mit \wr;a t a chance you have t o r eturn t o us a most i nteresting ro.an 

of Jef i ni te knowl edge , based on see i ng , and knowi ng, f r ee from t he bi a s of 

hearsay . All gat herings of you! fr i ends and a cquai nt ances tal k cf you and 

h. ever y one ho._,,e s you..,ae well, and ment ally ha ppy by bei ng busy , and longs for-, 
your saf e r et lirn. So be cheer f ul, ~--a t i ent -and studi ous . Love & luck, Ed Swasey .. 


