
Lt. mon G. Car t er, J r . U.S. Army 
P.O. W. No. 1595 
Interned at Of l ag 64 , Germany • ' 
Vi a New York, N. Y., U. S . A. ' 

Dear Cowboy': 

New Yor k 

June 15, 1941+ 

(Letter No. 63) 

Your very interes ting letter dat ed April 25 arrived 
in F'ort Worth May 29 after my departure f or New York and a 
photostatic copy of the letter ha s been f or warded to me here . 
In this letter you announce t he f act that over one hundr ed new 
offi cers have arrived at your camp in the past t wo days and 
t hat t hey were captured in February, having been in other 
camps b~fore being transferred to Of l ag 64 . We i rru edi a tely 
got in t ouch with 

Mrs . J. B. Tatum 
Mr s •. Louise Martin 
Mrs. ·c. 1vi . Wilkinson 
Mr s . J. B. Val entine 
Mrs . J. A. Stansel 
Mr s . • B. Sims 
Mr s . Goda Granberry 
Dr . M. L.· r reedman 

• 

1415 Crocker St ., Houston 
~ox 174, Eagle Pass 
Mena.rd 
Gonzales 
Olden 
Box 172, Wi lls Point 
212 N. W. 5th Ave., ~ineral Wel ls 
1703~ Live Oak St ., Dal las 

and told him that Captain Hugo Fi elscbmidt had ar r ived in your camp. 

All of them were delightfully happy a nd pleased over the 
information. The f act that they had heard. from someone in t he camp made 
t hem feel in a way equal;ty as int erest ed a s a personal letter from t he 
boys in the camp. 

You stat e in your letter you have l:ad f orty l etters f ra n me. 
Thi s makes my s ixty - third let ter so others will be coming along i n due 
time . I hope the J anuary parcel arrived as you were expecting it 
at the time you sent your letter of April 5. Meanwhile, a I told 
you in my- previous letter , your Mother had forwarded the card you 
wrot e on May 7 vhich arrived in 17 days and I am hopeful now of 
having another l et ter from you any day . 
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I v .. as yer-J much interested in your ga.rden and t he fact 
t hat it coni;.ain~ ~arlic~ onions , r adi shes and f lowers. li.s you say , 
it will fill you up a little. 

I thanked i,1r • Schuman and the W • F ~ Sn i tbs at Loui svi,ll er 
telling t hem of your t hanks f or the letters t hey sent you. 

I am d elighted to know that t he winter is over which 
should make it much more pleasant f or you . 

_ As indicat ed to you in my previous letter , I went to 
Washington and presented t he Government wi t h 700,000 a cre s of 
l and kno½U as the Big Bend Park, loca t ed i n Brewster County 
in t he deep bend of t he Rio Grande Ri ver s out h of El Paso. 
Having been president of t h i s ass ocia tion .for a number of year s 
during which time t he land was gotten t ogether, the Governo:v 
a ppointed me as his spec:i:al ~epresentative to officially convey 
to the authoritie s in Wash:i.ng t o.n, t he Presi dent B.nd Secretary of 
t he Interior, t he official deed . Th i s park covers 1000 square 
mile s and will, be known as the "Twent y-seve1_1th Na tional Park 11 

in the Uni ted St a t e s Par k System. 

Vihile in Via shi ngton I called on Mr . Pa te , who .has 
charge of the prisop.er13 of war f .or the Red Cross . He in turn 
introduced me t o a Mr . Dunni ng from Geneva. who, I unders t and, 
has charge of t he i nt ernat.ional Red Cr oss and the matter of 
distr ibuting packages, parcel s , food and e tc. t o t he pr i soners of 
war . We had e. r a t her frank discussion in which I expressed my 
disapproval, as well a s my disa ppointment., r ather vigorousl y 
regarding t he fact that t hey had not supplied you boy s with 
suitabl e clothing , i ncluding overcoa ts, until abo11t t he 13th of 
last December . As I r ecall; you wrote me a card on November 18 

/advising t hat up to t hat time the boys i n camp were i nsuffici ently 
clothed and without overcoa ts. 

I f urther a sked them why t hey could not supply you with 
additional food package s or why they would not permit the next of 
kin to supplement t he regula r 6 0-day pa ckage by an additional 
pa ckage every .30 days. Without going into details, we bad a long 
discus sion. Of course I r ealize t he matter of t ransportation in 
any country in time of war is a serious µ-obl em t ha t cannot al ways 
be handled sa t isfactorily . 

I had previously r ead a ne rnpnper sto:r.r that your brea kfa st 
consist ed of a cup of hot water , your lunch con s i sted of soup made . 
from dehydrated v eget ables and dlinner of t wo boiled pota t oes and a 
thick sl ice of bl ack bread . This W'd.S s omewhat disappoint ing a s our 
Government feeds t he Ger man pr;.soners on t he same r ations as g iven 
to our Amer ican soldi er s and mo s t of the pt:i:soners have gai ned f rom 
5 to 8 pounds within ,f i ve to six weeks af t er t hei r capture and movement 
to t he United St ates . 
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No doubt t he German aut horities are doing t he best t hey can. 
Therefore, the only thing f or you and others i n t he camp to do 
i s to make the best of it, stick out t he chins . and take it 
with smile , with t he hope that nothing will happen to the 
deliver y of your supplementar y Red Cr oss pac~es once each 
week . 

C. R. Smith has spent a few days . with me i n New York 
and asked me t o send you his best regards. I had di nner with him 
at his house i n Alexandria , Vi rginia , acr oss ·the r iver f r om 
Washington, l a st week . T e cook he lie. s is Fr i tz , one of my old 
waiters a t the Ritz-Carl ton. He was a.nxious to kno,1 who you 
wer e getting along - in f act ll t he vmiters a t the Ritz-Carlton 
as well a s the maids, t elephone oper ators , managers , cJ.erks, 
etc. have a sked bout you. Mr. Sta ck, the manager , sai d that 
when you di d arr ive home he want ed to gi ve you a b i g di nner • . 

Larry Allen had lunch with me on June 8, 30 days from 
the time he lef t your ca~p and i t w s tremendousl y inter esting 
to have an opportunit y to t al k • ith someone who had been in 
your camp f or t he past six or seven montl:'i s. He ge.ve g ood 
report of all of you and i ncidentally t old me t ha.t you were 
one of the f irs t boys he had :ne t in the camp and I was proud 
to know t hat you liad provided hi m with r azor blades , soap and 
other incidentals and in f act he said you had told hi m t o t ake 
what ever he needed out of your package whi ch had r ecently 
arrived. Tha t ma.de Dad ree.lly proud of you a-11.d it i s the 
spirit I want you t o always preserve - doing thing s f or others 
at every opportunity possi bl e . 

Larry has ha.d lunch with me three different t imes 
and dinner with C. _R. and myself i n the apartment at t he hotel 
night before. last . Hi s gi r l i s ar r iving f r om Texas at the e nd 
of the week and I m giving him a dinner party a t t he Stor k 
Club Saturday ni ght . By the way , I had dinner t here l a.st ni ght 
and both Mr . Bi llingsley and Mr. Spooner asked about you and sent 
t heir best regards . 

I brought along with me ten ni ce sirloin stec.tkS f r om 
Texa.s and Larry so f ar has eaten four of t hem and I only wi sh 
it was possi bl e t o send all of the 500 prisoners you have in 
your camp as well as your guards , censors and German official s , 
a. nice bi g steak for e ach one of you. It may be tha t some of 
t hem wi ll have to wait unti l they can visit you in Texas after 
war is over so I C£Ln mnke good on t his promise . 
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Larry i s going to Washington the· ear l y part of next 
week and has an appointment vd th Mr. Davis, t he head of t he 
Amer ican Red Cross. Johnnie Jones ' uncle tel .ephoned me f r om 
Washington to ask Larry to have di nner with him and he ha s 
pr omised to intr oduce him to t he t op r anki ng off icia l s in the 
Government. Incidentally , I have i nvited him to come down to 
Texa s and spend a couple of weeks i n Fort Worth and your sister 
Huth i s inviting his g i r 1 f r om San Antoni o to come up t o spend 
a couple of weeks with her . I thoup;ht I woul.d place Lar ry in 
10-G at t he Fort Wor t h Club , 1JOuld tur n rour b0,;1.t over to them. 
at Eagl e Mount ain .Lake and t hey could have a r eal holiday. 
I am sorry y ou cannot be wi t h us. 

_Mr . Rossba ch and Mr . Freedleman - think t hat is t he name 
but may not be correct - are i nviting Lar J to l unch at the 
Uni ver s_i t y Club here tomorrow and have been nice enough to include 
Dle, t hey not having' had an opportunity to t tl..1-c with hi m bef ore. 

Larry l ooks f ine and none the worse for the i nt ernment 
i n a. pri.son camp for the pa.st 12 ·or 15 .months . He was gl ad to get 
in civilian clo thes. I g ave him b ott l e of 17- yec.r old Bourbon 
de l 'ilXe, and ·a. couple of bottles of 12- ;yea r old cot ch which he 
seemed to enJoy and e.pprecib.t e very much .. . Incidentally, this 
being June 15, contple t ed my f irst t wo yea r s on t he w~tter wagon 
without a drink or cigar , other t han the l ittle nip I had with you 
and Barry Bingham in London on Thanksg iving, 1942 , and a s previously 
stated if everyone joins me i n a drink when you do ar r ive home I 
aa afraid we ~~11 exhaust the liquor supply i n Texas. However , I 
hope to have a smficient amount t o_take ca re of it, e ven i f- I have 
to go in 'thf1 vault a t home in Rivercres t and t ake out some of the 
pre- war ref re shments of the f i r s t war which ha ve been in the vault 

·for about 26 years and belong to you. 

I j ust had lunch with Mr. Kemp, Presi dent of Amer ican 
Airlines - i n f act I m i n his of f ice now and wr i ting thi s l_etter 
t hrough the courtesy of Mis s Mary Duden, hi s s ecret ary~ as my 
l etters in long-hand would be diffi cult f or the Germap, censdrs 
t o read. 

I t al ked t o Rut h Sunday and Su zanne Cl ary ' s wedding went 
off Saturday night in fi...vie s tyl e. Ruth was in thw.,wedding &nd 
l ittle Betty Lederer caught the bouquet which I am. sure was a 
di sappointment t o Ruth . 
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I wi ll be here until the directors meeting on Wednesday 
and hope t o be home on Thursday, having been away more than two 
weeks. Mrs. Deakins i s al 1ays gl ad to have me get away an~ give 
her a chance to get t he off ice cleaned up. As a rule when I get 
b§ck she had cleaned i t up so well that I can't find anything. 
She and Carl are fine and I am sure you wi ll hear f r 9m the 
regularly. 

When Larry gets to Wa shington he will see the father's 
and relatives of th~ boys f r om Wa shington who are i nterned in your 
camp. Again, it was certainly inter esting ~o have a chance to talk' 
with someone w~o had seen you in person ,30 ~ay~ pr eviously. It wa,s 
a.bout the next tl1ing to having tal ked with you on the telephone. 

The Red Cross has just issued a new Pr isoner of Ws.r and 
Civilian Internment .Camp map. It shows all the camps and locations 
and the Red Cross gave me a list of the number of pr isoners in each 
camp. My guess is t hat you must have now a bout t wenty-five per cent 
Texans in your camp. 

I wa s int erested in what you wrote about the fine police 
dogs t hey had. Don' t forget that Dad told you and I want to emphasize 
it , - do not hing a t any time to incur the ill will of t he police dogs 
and I am sure you will get along and be happy . Make up your mind 
t hat you are locat ed for the duration of the war, t hat your captors 
or guards whose duty it is to keep you t here are no more responsible 
for the war than you are; therefore t reat them with every consideration, 
do everything they ask you to do and do i t with a smile - in f act 
treat them like you would like to trea t them if circumstances ,'Vere 
reversed. The war will be over some da.y and you can lQok back on it 
with a tremendo"4,S i nt erest. Take advantage of your time to l earn 
t he various languages and particularly the German language as it will 
be important and i want you to t each me to speak German when you get 
home as I hope to vi sit that country after _the war is over and things 
have s~ttled dovm to a normal status. 

Mr . Swasey, Mr . Olwell a s well as Sky Kudner , who have had 
lunch with me r ecently, all send thei r best r egards to you . I am 
going out t o Aqueduct t o t he r a ces Satur day and i f I finde.B.Vthing 
t hat looks I'll make a ·bet f or you. 

So f " ~ I have not received t he bill f or t he Swi ss watch 
which I presume will come a.long i n time . I t will be a pleasure to 
take care of it. I f t here is anything else t hat your guards will 
permit you t o a cquire or have , do not hesi tate to buy i t and send 
me the bill. I wish ther e was some way to permit you to acquire 
more f ood. I f you 'should be per mitted to do so, buy as much a s you 
can and g ive all the Texas boys a s well as your other friends i n t he 
camp a dinner a.t my expense. Imagine this would be dif f icult, but 
a t t he same t i me I want you to know that nothi ng .would please me mor e. 
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I t hink this about covers the crop of news. I hope you.are 
feeling okay and t hat all of yeu will t ake excellent care of yourselves, 
make model prisoners and ;remember, as Dad alway~ say.s, our principnl. 
interest and thoughts are concerning your welfare and t he hope to have 
you and all t he boys home as soon as consistently possible. 

Heaps and heaps ,of love, 

I 

.. 


