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In t he belief you appreciated fu l ly bot h 
t he friend ly spir~t and sincerity of motive actuating my 
San Antonio conversation t he other day, I am emboldened to 
pursue t he subject furt her. Perhaps an analysis of t he 
situation as I see it wi ll be helpful and certa inly an 
exchange of ideas should be beneficial. 

~ There can be no question a b ~our justi-
fic ation in a sking for a second t erm and, at same tini.e, 
I t h ink you have every justificat i on for not mak , g t he 
race f or re-election and l ittle, · .f yth ing , to be ga ined 
by so doing. You have served t he lie for six years, 
with credit to yourself and benef i · to t he taxpayers. In 
doing so, undoubtedL , u ha ve been forced to neglect your 
large per sonal int e I t~ and t o susta in considerable financial 
sacrifi c Surely , y have done a l l in t his r es pect t hat 
t he pubic could expect of you - f a r mor e t han mos t men in 
your po ·. n would do - and none could just ly criticise 
you f or re iring. You have gone t hrou gh some of t he most 
tryi ng times cre have seen, a period when ever ybody is prone 
to criticise and Yhen every publ ic offic ial ha s been more 
or l ess under f i r e f or r efu sa l t o permit t he treasury to 
be opened to a ll who a ppealed and government to me made 
a Sant a Cl aus. Your conduct during such a time and t he 
reco rd of t he admi nistrat i on a r e not in need of a pology. 
By no stretch of t he in aginat ion could your re fu sal to seek 
re-elect ion be termed a sign of weakness, or a des i re for 
vindication. It would be taken by t he public merel y a s 
a ca se of a successf ul bus iness man of l arge affairs, who 
sacrificed his time and h is means fo r t he public go od , de­
siring t he opportunit y to recoup his per sonal fort unes. 
Instead of criticising you , I believe t he public would commend 
you and if anyt hing have a hieher a ppreciat ion of your 
services and t he sa cr ifice t hat you ha ve made t han is 
now t he case. 

I am not altoget her fearful of t he result 
of the campaign (although some of your good, sane friends 
are doubtful under present conditions), but I do fear its 
character. The farmers have passed t hrough t wo years of 
t he worst conditions t hey ever have known. The re a re a 
large number of unemployed. Re sent ent aga inst t he es­
tablished or der of t hi ngs and t hose in office is apt to 
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be pronounced, as unjust as it is. The ground is ripe 
for t he sowing of t he character of campai gn one of the 
dandidates knows so well how to conduct. At best, it is 
certain to mean weeks, if not months, of bitter mud­
slinging, unjust, but ugly charges, increased , rather 
than decrea sed, discontent - furt her, it will c ost more 
to condu ct t his campaign t han t he las t one. I do not mean 
to i mply t hat you 11ould or should run from a situation 
of t his kind or t at you should weaken at the mere a pproach of 
ouch l merely poi-nt t out as something to be avo ided, 
if it can be done, in good conscience and without embarrass­
ment. I know i f I were f aced 1V ith t he same si t uation, I 
should desire to avoid it, particularly if I we re conscious 
of hav ing rendered six years of fait hful, creditable service, 
at a personal financial sacrifice as you have • 

But , wha t ever your decision, I w sh to 
emphasize that my suggestions are · the out growth of any 
sel f ishness~ nor intere st in any \\l candidate. Neither 
my personal attitude nor that oft~ paper is involved. If 
you make t he race, yq · 11 have my personal support and 
t hat of t he paper . t3 it \ r is seeking to run from t he fi ght 
or t o get you out of ' ray to support any ot her candidate. 
It is me 1 y because you have attained all the honor t hat 
can be tai ed out of t he off ice, have sustained more 
sacri.f i c . n any one could expect, and have such just i f ica­
t ion for retiring , t hat I suggested it in the first pl ace and 
ave taken the l i bert y of amplyfing it in t he second. 

Vi ith very best wishes and s i ne ere st personal 
regards, I remai n 

Yours very truly, 

AGC .KD 


