
DEAR VOTER: 

HEADQUARTERS 

MIRIAM A. FERGUSON 
CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR OF TEXAS 

TEMPLE, TEXAS 

SUBS CRIBE FOR 

FERGUSON FORUM 

50 C ENTS TO SEPT. 1 ST 

I am taking the liberty to send you a copy of a platform for gov

ernor announced by my husband, J ames E. Ferguson, which I will thank 

you to read. 

Through the mysterious workings of the courts he has been denied 

the right to have his name on the ticket in the coming primary election . 

By such action the people also have been denied the right to vote for 

him if they wanted to. Using an unfair and inhuman judgment of impeach

ment, the politicians have secured the aid of the courts to come between 

my husband and the people and their voice is hushed in passing upon the 

merits of the charges against him. 

To uphold my name and the names of my children and the rights of 

t he people, I have announced for governor, and I will much apprecia te 

your vote for me, because they will not let you vote for him. 

If elected, I shall endeavor to ca rry out the platform of my hus 

band and he will in every way help me to make the very best governor 

Texa s ever had. 

I will thank you to drop me a line a s to political conditions in your 

section, and if you can obtain the aid of friends, to organize a 

"FERGUSON FOR GOVERNOR CLUB", I will be under many obligations to you. 

Tha nking you in advance for anything you can do, I am, 

Yours truly, 

~ 



JAS. E. FERGUSON 
. OF TEMPLE 

BELL COUNTY'S CANDIDATE 
FOR 

GOVERNOR 
~ 



··r o the People of Texas: 

I h ereby a nnounce myse lf a candida t e f or Gov
e rno r of T exas, s ubject t o the action of t h e d emo
c r a tic prima ries to be h e ld t his y ear. 

Two reasons p rompt t his actio n . One is tha t I 
need t h e p eople . 'l'h e oth er is th e peo ple n eed m e. 
.1• need the peo ple to h e lp m e obta in a vindication 
agains t a n a lleged verdic t of impeachme nt, whic h 
was unjust and unfa ir t o m e a nd my family. 

The p e op le n eed a governor now worse than 
ev er bef ore in the hist '.l ry of our great sta t e of 
T exas. I can r e n der tha t s ervice , a nd if everybody 
will just r ead this platform they will know tha t I 
know w h at I a m t a lking about. This is the most 
va lua ble document ever written in the inte r est of 
the p eople of T exa s. 

No one knows b ette r tha n I do tha t just a s soon 
a s this a nnouncem ent goes • forth the usual cry will 
g o up tha t I h a ve been impeached a nd tha t I cannot 
h o ld the office a nd the legis la ture would n ot s eat m e 
eve n if the p eo ple e lecte d m e . T o a ll such a rgu
m ents and statemen ts le t m e r e ply now in a dva nce 
tha t the r e are m a n y good a nd sufficie nt r easons 
why I a m n ot disqualifie d to hold a ny o ffice to 
whic h I m a y be e lected by the p eople. 

'l'he fi rst is t h a t my impeachment wa s a ttempte d 
a t a call session fo r a nothe r purpos e. Ther e n e ve r 
wa s any la w to try or impeach and r emove m e a s 
g ove rnor a nd a s a n evide n ce of this fact the legis
lature passed suc h a la w in Oct o be r a fte r I ha d 
r esigne d in Sep tem ber in 1917 . The second is 
tha t the so- called v erdic t of impeachment w a s r en
d er e d a t on e t e rm of the legis lature a fte r the t e rm 
o f the legis la ture a t whic h the cha rges w e r e pre - , 
f erre d agains t m e by the lower h ou se had expire d by 
limita tio n . In oth e r w or ds, ch a rges could only be 
preferre d by the lower h ou se a nd the s e na t e would 
ha ve t o act o n them a t the sam e t e rm tha t they 
w e r e preferred. 

This def ect in th e la w was soug ht to be cure d in a 
la w passed af te r I went out of office. 

Th e thir rl r eason why I a m not disqualifie d to 
h old offi ce is t hat I r esig n ed and my res igna tion 
was f iled w it h the secret a ry of sta t e more tha n a 
d a y befor e the a lleged v er d ict of impeachment of 
r e m o va l a nd disqua lification w as rendered . My 
s u ccesso1· h ad a lrea dy qua lifie d . The la w of r e 
m o va l a n d d isqu a li f icatio n to h o ld office only ap
plies t o o n e h o ld ing a n office a nd ther e for e w h e n 
th e o f f icer r es ig n s the n the rig ht to r e m ove or 
disqua li fy ceases . If this is not so, the n the se na t e 
could n ow d isqu a li fy a ny f ormer governor, or eve n 
a ny oth e r private citize n from holding office . 

The fo urth reason is tha t whateve r ve rdict was 
r e nde r e d agains t m e by th e forme r se n a t e seeking 
t o disqua lify m e from holding office w a s by action 
o f the la st s en a t e se t aside a nd cance lle d , and I was 
r e liev ed from the t e rms of the old judgment of the 
sena t e. However, the la st se na t e h a s sought to de, 
s troy the eviden ce of its judgment r e lieving m e and 
my n a m e is y et in questio n as well a s my right to 
h old office. 

Ther efore I h a ve again a nnounce d f or gove rn or , 
a nd if h e r eafter those in a uthority shall attempt to 
ba r from the ti ck et my n a me a nd sha ll the r eby 
a ttempt to k eep 'the p eople from voting for m e if 
they s o d esire , the n I s er ve n otice tha t the n a m e of 
my good wife who h a s suffer e d with m e in a ll this 
trouble , will go to the executive committee a s a 
candida t e fo r governor , and I will ask the p eople to 
e lect h e r . Sh e a nd our childre n a re entitled to 
jus t as muc h vindication a s I am, b ecause they 
will ha ve to bear the blot that h a s been wrongfully 
put on the name, even after I am gone. To run 
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fo r o f!i ce is n ot altogeth er p leasant , b u t a s long as 
li fe s ha ll last I w ill be fo un d conte nd ing t ha t t his 
w ro ng oug h t to be r ig hted. 

If it is fo und n e cessa r y t o e lect my w ife be ca u se 
t h ey w ill n ot le t t h e people e lect m e, t h e n I pro m 
ise and p led g e that I w ill g ive of my tim e a n cl ta l
e nt , w i t h out purch ase ancl w i t h ou t price, t h e best 
th e r e is in m e t o g ive t his s ta t e t h e b est executiv e 
a dminis tratio n tha t is ' poss il:1,l e . If t h e s ta t e has a 
Gove r n o r F e r g u son w e n eed n ot fa ll ou t a bou t w h o 
s ig ns on the d otte d line . 

This is why I n eed t h e p eo p le. Now, t his is w hy 
t h e p e ople n ee d m e . 

'l'h e sta te is n ow i n d ebt a nd b y t h e e nd of th e 
pr ese n t administ ra tio n , acco rd ing t o t h e es timate 
of t h e Com ptr oll e r , t h e d ebt w ill b e so m ewh er e 
betw ee n seven a nd t e n m illion d o lla r s. 

Th e p e n it entia ry is ove r t wo m illion in t h e h o le , 
t h e cou ntry sch ools a r e r u nning on h a lf t im e, th e 
h ig h est tax r a te in histo ry no w burd e ns t h e ba c k s 
of t h e p eo ple, a n d t h e spirit o f r ecldess a ncl f oolis h 
ext r a vagan ce a nd c rimina l in compet e n cy seems t o 
h a ve gotte n a fi r m h old on a lm ost e ve r y b r a n c h of 
g ove r nmen t . Instead of ou rs b e ing a p eacef ul a nd 
prosp e rou s country , c rim e and v ice a r e a ppa r ent 
o n eve r y h a n d, a n d r e nt, i nte r es t a nd t a xes a r e 
cl a m min g a ll t h e h op es a n d a m bitio ns of t h e pe ople . 

T h e p eo ple can r ig ht these w r ongs if th ey will. , 
If th ey d o n ot it is their own fau lt . 

It is n o longer suff icien t for t h e candid a t e t o 
sa y t h a t h e o r s h e is o p pose d to hig h taxes and 
t h at u seless offi ces ou g h t to b e a bolis h ed. Hig h 
soundin g phra ses a nd big w o rd s m ean n othing. 
Th e vote r n ow h as a ri g h t t o k n ow w h a t t a x es t h e 
can d id ate w ill o ppose and w h a t offices h e would 
a bolis h . 

No- s u ch com pla in t s h a ll or w lll be u r g e d against 
m e. So h e r e g oes . W h en I a m e lect ed Gove rn o r 
I wjll cu t ou t , by t h e Gove rnor's veto , t h e last 
a p propria t ions by t h e leg is la t u r e a s f ollows: 

Mileage and P er Diem 
Mileage and p e r diem from $275 ,000 to $175 ,000 

a nd save $100,000. 
Co ntin g e n t exp enses f r om $110 ,000 t o $ 60 ,000 , 

a nd sabe $50 ,000- T ot a l $15 0.000. 
L et the legislature take up th e a ppropria tion bill 

first a nd maybe they can get throug h in the first 
sixty days ; but i:t' they sta y f or ninety d ays Jet 
th e Gove rn or call back Immedia t e ly a ft ~r sixty 
days, a nd the r e by save on e mileage b oth ways
t h e n t a kin g three hund r ed mil es as t h e a verage 
dis t a n ce a n d a llowing 5 cents a mile two days w ould 
be $30 f or 181 m emb ers, or $54.30-th en t h e p e r 
d iem of 181 m ember s is $905 a d a y o r $ 81,450 f o r 
ninety d a ys . F or goo d m easure m a k e it $100 ,000 , 
a n cl t h e n save $175 ,00 0. The n g ive th em a cle rk or 
ste n og ra p h e r for ever y f ou r m embers a nd pa y th e m 
$5 a cl a y fo r n in et y days a n d you h a ve $ 225 a day 
o r $ 20,250 for t h e t e r m. Now, fo r good m easure , 
le t t h em h a ve in r ound n umb ers $4 0,0 00 m or e for 
fun a nd f r olic a nd junket ing a n d t h e n you h a ve 
o nly $60 ,000, but w e h a ve sa ve d $50 ,000 ove r th e 
last legisla t u r e . 

Governor's Office 
The n ex t item is $33 ,800 f o r s a la ries of the gov

e rn or 's offi ce f or two y ears. I w oul d c u t out the 
ite m s of a ss is tan t secr e t a ries a nd pa y two ste n og
r a ph e r s $1 ,8 00 each a nd t h e r e by sa ve $9 ,000. I 
would the n cu t out t h e cu stodia n of fil es a nd sav e 
$2 ,400 m or e o r a t o t a l of $11 ,400 in the g ove rn ? r' s 
offi ce. I know it can b e d on e becau se I h a ve tried . 

Secretary of State 
The n ext ite m is $6 7,4 80 f o r t h e Secr et a r y o:t' 

State of f ice f or two y ears. Includ ed in this Is 
$7. 500 fo r enforcing t h e blu e sky laws. This is 
the cou n ty and d istrict a ttorn eys' bus iness fo r which 
they 11re w r ll pa id. I w ould cut this out and I 
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know th e r e a r e at least fo ur c lerlrn t oo much · an d I 
would eliminate t h at many a n d save $ 5,000 m or e 
o r a tota l of $12,500 in this d e partment. 

Adjutant General's D e partn1ent 
Th e n ext item is $4 40,000 for the Adjutant Gen

e ra l' s d epartme nt fo r two years. The m a in part 
of this ite m is $380,000 wh ich is turned over to 
the Ad juta nt Gen eral to do as h e pleases in build
ing buildings, buying uniforms, hiring c lerks and 
sten ogr aprers , the pay a nd transportation of offi
·cers a nd a hundre d other things too nume rous to 
m e ntion. 'l'he war is ove r. This extravagan ce in 
t h e name of war should stop. I would cut out 
this i tem to $140,000 a nd save $300,000 . 

I w ould a lso c u t t h e r a n ger service bill from 
$240,000 to '120,000 an d •save $120 ,000. I can go 
in par t n e r s with the lo cal peace offi cer s of the 
s tate a nd th e law can be e n force d that way the b es t. 

·we h ave h a d too mu ch of this pistol-totin ' big
hat brigade a lread y . 

Board of Control 
Th e n ext item is $390,000 for the wonde rful Boa rd 

of Co ntro l, presided over by three m en at $5,000 
each an d a ll trave ling expenses. This d e partment 
has co ntrol of public parlrn a nd buildings a nd the 
purch ase of s upplies for state in stitutions. There is 
nothing compli cated about the service. I would 
a bolish the sala ries of two of the board, put it 
und er one h ead and save $ 20, 000 to start with. Th e 
item of $90,000 for printing in this departme nt is 
extravagance oh its face . I wo uld v eto it down to 
$50,00 0 and maybe some more a nd save $40,000. 
Sev er a l othe r ite ms in this d e partment could be 
c ut a nd save a t leas t $10 ,000 more. 

Attorney General's Department 
Th e n ext item is $1 29,600 for the Attorney G'e n

eral 's D e partme nt for two y ears . In this item is 
$75,600 . for the hire of e leven assistant attorney 
gen e rals at $3,600 each. It is a m a tter of commo n 
knowle d ge that th es e places h ave b een fill ed more 
tim es on acco unt of political a bility tha n J egal abil
ity. To secure the stat e the best tale nt, I would 
e mploy six rea l lawyers and r a ise their salaries to 
$4,000, the · sam e a s the attorn ey g en e ral gets, or a 
tota l of $48,000 for the six ins t ead of ten and the r e 
by save $ 27,600 . The item of $27,500 for ste n og
rap h ers is m o L"e t h a n n eed ed a nd could b e easily 
r educed to save $7, 000 more. Likewise the ite m of 
$6 0,000 for m a in ten a n ce of the attorney g e n e ral 's 
d e partment is too muc h a nd I know it can be r e 
du ced so a s to save at leas t $20,000 more . W e 
have too many of thes bushy-headed a lleged law
y e r s running around over th e country a t ,the ex 
p e nse of the people. Let the legislature quit pass
ing so m a ny fool laws a nd we won't need so many 
atto rn ey gen erals to pass on th em anyhow. 

Treasury Department 
The State Treasurer's office a ppears to b e operat

e d on lin es of eco nomy a nd efficiency. 
Education Department 

Th e Departme nt of E ducatio n carried a total 
appropria tion fo r th e two years of $146 ,000. The 
ite m of $12 ,000 for traveling expenses is evidently 
too much a nd the ite m of $ 25, 000 for printing and 
distributing is too much , especia lly in view of the 
ite m of $10,000 for postage a nd stationery, whic h 
is a lso in the bill. This d e p a rtment can stand a 
cut of 10 p e r cent and thereby save $15,000 more . 

It is a m att e r of serious doubt whether the item 
o f $525,961 for vocational education appropriated 
to m atch f e d eral f unds ought to be a llowe d or not. 
Th ey will h a ve to s how m e b e fore I a llow it . 

Banking Departn1ent 
Th e n ext item is the B a nk D e partment, which 

carries a total appropriation of $231,000 for the 
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two years. ln this amoun t is a n ite m of $160,000 
for ba nk examin e rs. State banlrn are examin ed four 
tim es a year . For fifty yea rs n a tion a l ba nks h ave 
been examined only twice a y ear. From expe rience 
a nd obse rvation I know that n ational bani{ exam
ina tion is more effic ie nt than sta te examination. 
Fou r examinations a year a r e too m a ny and un
n ecessary. The r efor e the stat e could cut this ite m 
h a lf a nd save $80,000. Th e s_ame f ees could b e 
ch a rged as now a nd the stat e would actua lly m a k e 
$ 80,000 as a revenue from state bank examina tion . 

In t his d e partme n t is a ls o a n ite m of $100,000 
for travelin g expenses of ban k examiners and r ep
t·csentatives. By cutting t h e nun,b er of ex a mina
tions in h a lf $50,000 more in t raveling expenses 
co uld b e e limin a t ed and by Jetting the fees stay 
as th ey are $50,000 more revenue would accrue 
as a saving. 

Comptroller's Department 
The n ext ite m is $ 280,0 00 f or the Comptroller's 

D e partme nt for the two years. This department 
h as fifty-four e mployes . This department has Jong ' 
been a place for pie hunt e rs a nd in co mpetents. 
The d e p a rtm e nt carries a n a ppropriation of $30,000 
for t r ave ling expe n ses. It looks like e verybody 
w a nts to tra v e l at th e expense of the taxpayer. To 
say that a saving of $ 28,0 00 or 10 p e r cent cut 
could b e m a de in this d e partm e nt would be putting 
it mildly. 

Board of Health 
Th e n ext ite m is $297,000 a ppropriated for th e 

State Board of Hea lth. I would cut out of this ite m 
$10,000 for sala ries and maintenance of mosquito 
co ntrol. Fighting mosquito es is certainly not a 
proper fun ction of governme nt. If we undertook 
to kill a ll the m osquito es in 'l'exas it would abso
lute ly bankrupt the state and the n w e couldn't do 
it nohow. I would c ut out the Bureau of Labo
ratories an d save $4,200. Likewise I would cut 
o u t the B ureau of Communicable Diseases and 
save $8,500 more . 

B e lievin g that th e mothe rs of Texas as yet have 
s e nse enough to r a ise families I s ure would v eto 
t h e Bureau of Hygie n e a nd save $73 ,000 more. Also 
I \voujd put the skates unde r the Bureau of Rural 
Sanita tion and save $37,000 and ditto the Bureau 
of Sanitary Engineering and save $ 27,000 more of 
the p e ople's m on ey. And the ·Bureau of V e n e r eal 
Diseases is just pla in g r aft, a nd I would cut that 
o u t and k ee p $13,500 more in the treasury. 

Lil<ewise I would veto the $5,000 for the contin
gent fund of the State Board of Health, a nd I would 
v e to their traveling exp ense item of $25 ,000 down 
to $10,000. It loolrn like every "fe ller" that g ets a 
public job immedia t e ly gets wheels in his hea d 
a nd begins to gouge the treasury for traveling ex
penses . The r e is at least $6,000 more I am sure 
co uld com e out of this ite m of the Board · of Hea lth. 
I am in favo r of looking after public health, a ll 
right, but you can't do much at the job with just 
c le rks and stenographers and tax suckers. 

Topo-Hydro Surveying 
Th e legislature a ppropriate d $676,000 to be spe nt 

by the Board of Water Engineers, the State Recla
m a tion D e partment and created a new office of 
State R eclamation Engineers . They did not give 
them a salary, but turne d over to them $200 ,000 to 
spend as they want to during the next two years. 
I could cut $600,000 of this item a nd I serve notice 
o n the c rowd that is s eeking to put over this waste 
of money that when I go into the governor's office 
that thi fil graft will s t o p. 

They call it the Topographic and Hydrographic 
Survey. Boiling it d own to ev e ry-day language, this 
sch em e is to turn over $600 ,000 to this crowd to go 
out and make surveys and blue prints and pretty 
colored maps and find out whether they can dig 
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hol es big e nough and wid e e nou g h to hold the 
waters of the Brazos, th e Trinity ::tnd th e Colo ra do 
and th e Guada lupe rivers wh e n they get on a big 
rise and hold the water so it won't ove rflow. And 
then th ey want to use the w a t e r tha t they h ave 
caught in these hol es for irrigation in th e summe r 
time, hundreds of miles b e lo w. Th e college pro
fessor who said the farm e rs ought to put empty 
oyst e r cans over th e young corn to k ee p the frost 
from killing it w as no bigger fool th a n this crowd 
who thinks this can be done. 
. I w a rn th e p eople right now to be on the ir guard 

agai nst this contem plated r a id on the treasury. 
Th eir preliminary estimates are tha t it will take 
two hundred a nd fifty million to get the thing 
starte d. 

I 
Department of Ag·riculture 

Th e next ite m is $152,000 for the D e p a rtm e nt of 
Agriculture. Lord, oh, Lord, what iniquity is 
wrought in thy nam e . How long w ill t his extrava
gan ce continue in the n a m e of the poor f a rm e r, 
who, perhaps don't know w h a t is g oing o n ? To 
b egin with, I would v e to the items of $11,000 for 
c hief o f edible nuts a nd edible nuts a ss istants . This 
is a bunch of nuts s ure e n o u g h. Likewise, I would 
cut out the ite m of $15,000 fo r fruit an d v egetable 
inspe ctors. I would cut out $12 ,000 for nursery 
inspectors. I would cut out $25,000 for trave ling 
expe nses a nd salaries in e radication of citrus ca nker. 
I would cut out $15 ,000 of the trave lin g expense 
account. Anothe r t eat-suck e r on w h eels. 

Railroad Com1nission 
Th e n ext ite m is $117,000 for th e R a ilroad Com

miss ioners. Eve n Earle Mayfie ld a dmitted tha t on 
account of the Esch-Cummins bill that th e T ex a s 
Rail Commission co uld do nothing . If tha t b e so, 
th e n why waste $117,000 every two years on it ? I 
would cut this a ppropriat ion in h a lf a nd save $58 ,-
000. 

Another item is $62,000 f o r the Industria l Acci
d ent Board. The chairman gets $4,500 and two 
members of this boa rd get $4,000 each. The duties 
of this boa rd call for no greater ability than th a t 
r equired of a district judge. I would therefore cut 
th e salary of the chairman to $3,600 and the other 
two m embers to $3,000 each and thereby save 
$3,800. This $3,800 would k eep two hundred chil
dren a t school for e ight months in the year. 

Fish and Oyster Department 
The next item is $133,000 for th e Fish a nd Oyster 

D e partment. This joke h as been carrie d on lon g 
e n o u g h. I would fire h a lf of this bunc h a nd tell 
the r est of them to go to work a nd save $62,000 
more. 

Warehouse and l\larket D e partment 
Another item Is $177,000 f o r th e Warehouse and 

Market Departme nt. The ir tra v eling expense ite m 
is $35 ,000 . I guess som e of this crowd wants to go 
around the world. Th ey sp e nd $1 8,0 00 every year 
to h ave inspecto rs go around a nd inspect scales and 
lig ht and gas m eters . They h a ve actua lly got a 
radio operator a t $1,800 a year. They spend $7,500 
for statione ry and printing in this department. They 
spend $16 ,000 for ware house examiners and there 
is not a h a lf-doze n state w a rehouses in T exas. 

I would abolish this d ep a rtme nt an d le t the s e rv
ice b e r e nd e r ed as a part of th e agricultura l de
partment a nd cut the appropriation for such pur
pose to $50,000 and save $125,000. 

Land Office 
The State Land Office appears to be conducted 

in an economical manner . 

Fire Rating Board 
Another ite m in the appropriation bill is $348 ,00 0 

tor the Fire Insurance Commission; $55 ,000 of this 
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The most discusse d question before th e p eop le o f 
a mount is for trave ling expe nses, $60,000 is fo l' 
printing and the r e a r e more diffe r e nt kind s or tax 
eat e rs in this department tha n you can s h a k e a st ic k 
at. The a rgument is m ade that this board is se l[ 
s u staining because e noug h tax on the ins ura n ce 
compan ies is levie d to pay the bill. If this is so, 
then no man would be so fooli s h as to think tha t 
the insurance companies would not h ave sense 
enou g h to add the charges into th e price ch a rged 
the people for insura nce. So the p eope would pay 
th e bill afte r a ll. 

Afte r years of observa tion and experie n ce with 
th e fir e insurance business , I h ave com e to th e 
c onclusion that this board is r eally the creature 
of the big fire com panies. Without some legal 
sanction the c ompanies w e re afraid to fix the fir e 
r ates by agr eement for f ear of b eing convic t e d 
unde r the a nti-trust law. Th ey brought a bout th e 
c reation of this board. And instead of r e lief, r a t es 
of in s ura n ce h a v e co ntinu ed to g r ow: hig h e r . I a m 
reliably in form e d that some fir e companies made 
ove r 35 p e r cent last year. Ther e is now n o co m
pe tition in th e fire insurance business. Th e big 
compa nies are satisfied. I think this board o u g h t 
to b e a bolish ed a nd thereby save $348,000 . 

Tick Catching 

A most interesting item to some of u s is the i tem 
of $500,000 appropriated for the Live Stock Sanitary 
Commission; $180 ,000 of this ite m for th e an ima ls 
known as tick catchers or ins pectors, tha t infest th e 
cowmen worse than the ticks ever did th e cow 
Now, listen. This crowd uses $160 ,0 00 for travel
ing a nd othe r exp e nses. God only knows wha t 
those othe r expenses are. Now, listen again . This 
bunch a r e s upposed to be cowmen. Yet they h ave 
$5,000 for law e nforcement. 

Afte r e ight long years of bitter experienct; a nd 
car eful observation and study, I now l{now to my 
own satisfaction that this tick e radication is , an im
possibility. The idea is not practicable a nd it is no t 
supported as a theory. I would therefore veto a ll 
the expense of tick eradication and save at least 
$300,000 to the taxpayers, a nd stop a ll this strife 
and ill-feeling that ought to stop. 

Highway Department 
Texas just now is the State Highway D epartment. 
This department has 100 e mployees in its office 
force at Austin, and it is now in th e process or 
sp ending an appropriation of $1,152,000 appropriat
e d by the last legis lature. They, too, h a v e the trav
eling idea to the tune of $50,000 for traveling ex
p e nses. The estimated receipts from auto taxes for 
the current two y ears is $15,000 ,000. Of this sum, 
seventeen and · one-half per cent is to be retaine d 
by the counties and the ba lance of eighty-two and 
one-half p e r cent is to b e turned over to the State 
Highway Commission. With this sum, which is 
approximately $12,250 ,000, is is propose d that the · 
state shall take ove r the maintenance of "state 
highways" as designated by said Highway Commis
sion. A great m a ny people are under the impres
sion that the commission will take over the roads 
in each county. But not so. They will take over 
only such roads as suits them. The result will be 
that the f e llows with the big cars and the truckers 
will h a v e roa ds kept up for them to pleasure ride 
on and carry freight for profit and the people who 
don't live on these big state highways will just have 
seventeen and one-ha!! cents out of every dollar 
they pay to keep up their roads with. 

The Courts 

The state appropriation for the support o! the 
courts of the state Is $3,186,029 for two years. 
T ex as is now in the throes of debt. When the peo
ple were prosperous they were perfectly willing to 
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i n crease t h e salaries of the j udges from tim e to tim e . 
Now co n cl itions h a v e ch a ngecl ., Th e g r eat concern 
of the h o ur ·is how to ge t the stat e out of clebt. I 
h a ve confide n ce in the patriotism of t h e juclges 
who s it upon the 'ben ch es in T exas. I f ee l tha t 
th ey wi ll willingly agree tha t a ll sala ries be re
cl u ced a uniforn1 a mount of fift een per cent a nd 
t h e reby save the state over $450,000. 

Penitentia1•y 

The leg is lature a ppropria ted $1,485,000 to k ee p 
t h e p e nitentia ry system going. I w ill cu t this ite m 
so as t o save one million d o llars. If the system is 
h ancled over to my a dministration free of cl ebt t h e n 
I promise to lrne p it tha t way. My r eco rd h er e to
for-e w it h the system s h o uld be som e g u a r a ntee 
t hat I can m a k e good my promise. 

I w ill save th e state a t least $1,000,000 of the 
$1,485, 000 appro pria t ed by the last legis la ture. I 
will s how my respect for C hrist ia ni ty by res toring 
the parclon boa rd . I will h ear the call of m e r cy 
a nd give due co nside r a tion to m eritorio u s priso n ers. 

County Offices 
As I h ave conten d e d for years, the office of 

cou nty tax- assessor an d county tax co llector c<1,n 
be co mbin ed and t h e sala ry of two hundred ancl 
fifty officia ls in t h e counties o f the state can b e 
abo lis h e cl and the r eby save $500 ,000 . Th e collector 
can't co ll ec t until the assessor assesses and the as
sessor h as nothing to do after h e h as turne d the 
ro ll s over to the co llector. 

Higher Educat_ion 
L e t me again r e p eat w ith e mphasis t h a t the re a r e 

too m a ny p eop le going h og w ild abou t hig h er edu
cat ion. This disease first star ted in t h e U nive rsity, 
b ut it h as now spread to the whole family, the 
sstate teach e rs' c olleges, the College of Industrial 
J\ rts a'.nd t h e A. a nd M. College n ow lead the pro
cessio n as a s p e nd er of the p eo ple 's mon ey. I atn 
not opposed to hig h er edu cation if it d oes not get 
Loo hig h . And that is what is th e matte r n ow. 

L e t m e g ive you som e f ig ures an d d eductions 
a ncl see if yo u don't agree w ith m e : 

Th e St a t e T each ers' Co lleges of the state h ave 
now on a n aver age one t each e r to every fourte e n 
slu d en ts; a n d the students cost th e taxpayers on ·an 
aver age of $255 a piece a y ear. The a v e rage sala ry 

paid in those colleges by the taxpayers is $3,000 a 
year for n ine months' work. The C. I. A. h as on e 
teac h e r to every eigh t een stu clents, a nd ev e ry stu
cl c nt costs the p e ople $18 8 p e r y ear. The ave rage 
sala ry for teach er s is $3,2 25 for nin e mont hs. Th e 
State U nive r s ity h as a t eache r to every thirtee n 
st ude nts and each on e costs t h e taxpaye rs $300 a 
year, a nd the aver a,ge salary f or unive rsity t each ers 
is $3,000 a year for nine months. Th e A . and M. 
College h as one t each er to every twe lve stude nts, 
a ncl th e cost to t h e taxpa yers is $45 2 per year for 
each stud e nt , an d the average t eacher's sala ry is 
$2 ,8 00 for nine months. 

The last legis la ture a ppropriat e d for the mainte
nance of its hig h er edu cation a l institutions, exclu
s ive of b uildings, $ 5,200,0 00 a year for the 13,000 
stucl e nts attenclin g same or $400 p er stud e nt per 
year. 

'I'he Common Schools 
Now let us co mpare what we of the common 

h e r d get. Th er e a r e 1,304,270 students in th e 
common sch ools and th ere a r e 33,683 t each e rs. 
Th ey get a n aver age of $509 a year sala ry. They 
teach a n aver age of thirty-nine stude n ts. The p e r 
capita a ppro priation for each common sch ool stu
d e n t is $13. The tota l a ppropria tion is a littl e over 
sev e n million dollars . Now, th ese figu r-es are offi
cial. What clo they show? They show that whil e 
t h e re are one hundred students in the common 
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schools to whe r e there is o n e in the hig h e r edu
cational sch ools, y e t th e common sch ools get on ly 
three one one-h a lf tinrns as n1uch money. While 
t h e higher crowd t each ers get an aver age of $3,-
000 for nine mont h s, the comm on schoo l t each e rs 
ge t on ly $509 . Notwithstanding this small salary, 
they teach on a n averafe of thirty - n ine students 
each, while the hig hbrow crowd t each only th irteen 
stucl e nts . The highbrow c r owd gets s ix tim es as 
much sala r y a n d th e common school teach ers t eac h 
three times as m a ny sch o lars. 

In oth er words, in the commo n sch ools w h ere 
t h e childre n have n o education one teach e r can 
teach th irty-nine. As t h ey go a lit tl e more to the 
hig h sch ool one t each er can teach twenty-five stu 
d e n ts. B ut w h e n they go to co llege and the uni
versity a nd normal schoo ls, on e teacher can 't t each 
but thirteen of t h em. To make it pla in , the more 
yo u try to e duca te the h a rder it is to teach the m 
anything . Que ry: After a ll, does higher edu cation 
e ducat e? If we should g ive th em one more degree 
we would have to e nla r ge the fe eble-minded school. 

In order to get the greatest goo d to the greatest 
numbers I would cut the University appropriation 
$1, 000,000 . I would cut the A. a nd M . a nothe r $1,-
000, a nd I would c ut the othe r hig h er e ducation in
s tituti ons a tota l of $500,000 . I invite the other 
canclidates to say how much, if a ny, they will cut. 

The legis la ture appropriated three m illion do llars 
for the s upport of the public sch ools . If my plan 
h e r e inafter set forth to c h a n ge the hig h way law a nd 
give the public schools three-tenths of the a uto t ax, 
is adopted , the n w e can save the $3,000 ,000 ap· 
propriated. 

The legislature a lso a ppropriate d $3 ,000,000 for 
the rural s chools. But the law provides tha t s choo ls 
h a ving four hundre d scholastics would participate 
in the fund. This is n ot the purpose of rural a id. 
The purpose is to h e lp t h e smalle r schools that need 
the h e lp and can't get it a ny other way. I would 
c ut this appropriation $1,000 ,0 0 0, but provide that 
n o school could h ave a ny of the f und t h at h as over 
2 0 0 scholastics. 

Then we will get the money o u t in the co untry, 
where it is nee d e d. The appropria tion for the W est 
T exas-New Mexico Sc hoo l o f T echnology of $1,-
000,000 can g e t along with $100,000 a y ear and 
w e will h a ve $ 8 00,000. We w ill" cut out a ny more 
$5 0,000 for horticultura l experiment stations. I 
will veto a ny more $300 ,000 for normal sch ool 
b uild ings and save tha t sum. We w on't build any 
more $110,000 buildings for the C. I. A. and save 
some money . We will cut o ut a n y more $15,000 
for expe riment buildings at A. and M. 

Other Apporpriations 
Y es, I will leap onto any more $50,000 appro

priations for educational survey with my veto toma
h awk and cut it out root a nd bra nch. I will v e t o 
a ny more $50,000 appropria t)ons for revision of the 
laws of T exas. W e h a d b ette r repeal some laws 
a nd then it won ' t be so exp e nsive to r evise them 
and index them. We a in ' t going to h ave so much 
of this soldier a nd ranger exp ense, and I will save 
the people a ny more $1 6 0,0.00 emerge n cy a ppro
priations to the adjutant general's d e partm e nt. 

Likewise I am going to stop these enormous 
d efi c ie n cy a ppropria tions a nd save s u ch sums as 
$56, 000 given by the legislature. I w ill veto miscel
la n e ous a ppropriations that exceed $ 25 0,000 and 
save $600,000 over the last legislature. 

I will veto as muc h more as I can con s istent with 
the public duty and the public service. They way 
to retrench is to retrench . Do it a nd risk the 
conseque n ces : 

So it will be seen that I will cut the appropria
t ions m a d e by t h e last legislature by the round sum 
of $15 ,000 ,000 (fifteen million dollars) . Y es, from 
forty-four million to thirty-million-one-third re-
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My . r eco rd as governor in law e nforcement was as 
good as T exas h a d before a nd better tha n she has 
auction. If a $15,000,000 governor looks good to 
you just g e t b ehind m e a nd we will bring home 
th e bacon a nd the b a nanas, too. If othe r candidates 
or their friends try to attack my plan just ask them 
what c uts they are going to m a k e a nd how they 
a r e going to r educe taxes. L e t us h ave no more 
pussyfooting a nd d eception about cutting down 
taxes. Don't let anybody say that I a m wanting to 
be bigger tha n the legislature b ecause I say I will 
.veto these things . I am t e lling the p eople about 
it beforehand · a nd if they elect m e , as I am sure 
they will, the n I am carrying out th eir instructions 
as well as my own promise. 

Legislative Office rs 
It is ther efor e necessary that attention be given 

to the kind of p eo ple whom we e lect to the legis 
lature. I appeal to the p eo ple to e lec t a t last one
third of the legislature in favor o f this platform so 
as to k ee p my veto from b eing overruled by the 
s p end ers who mig ht be e lect e d . Elect more from 
the farming and la boring masses. 

Other Taxes to Be Vetoed 
I will a lso v e to a ny other laws or bills that see k 

to raise taxes on anybody e lse or a ny other busi
n ess in a ny great amount. 

This f ool tax business h as got to stop, and th e 
only way to stop it is to hit it where th e c hickon 
got the axe. I a m a lso in favor of the r epeal o f 
the law p e rmitting the issu a n ce of any more tax
exempt state, ·county, city, s c hool district or , oa,1 
bonds. I doubt if the p eople h ave thought of how 
these tax-exempt bonds are sapping the sustenance 
of th e common people a nd the slavery that is lie
ing put o n their children. 

Tax-Exempt Bonds 
Eleven billions have been issue d since th e war 

started and two billions w e r e Issue d last y ear. T exas 
issue d sixty-one millions in 19 2 2 and fort~·-thra e 
millions in 1923 . The rich gobble these bonds np 
as fast as they are issued a nd th er e by escap ·~ t a xa 
tion a nd the common people .h ave to pay th e addi
tiona l amount of taxes. So we burn our candle at 
both ends. The rich saddle on us taxes and th e 
grafters get the most of our bond money. The 
building of these four-year roads with forty-year 
debt is the greatest crime that is b eing committ-ed 
on a n innocen,.t people. 

Renters Directly Affected 
Just h e r e let m e impre·ss it on my t e n ant f a rm

e r fri e nds and people who rent houses in town , 
that they a r e more vita lly concerned in the hi g h 
t ax steal tha n anybody else. Just so long as you 
vote to k eep this crowd in powe r that wants to 
continufllly raise taxes, jus t so are you arming ev e ry 
landlord with an argument to continually raise th e 
r e nt. Th e bonus graft Is again being practiced 
on t e nant farm e rs and r e nts a re getting· hjg h e r 
in the cities and towns, a nd the · reason advan ,•ed 
therefor is hig h t a x es. 

L e t u s cut t a xes, and the n we can, by law if 
n ecessary, restrict rents to the limits of reason. 
Wh en we r e duce taxes then I a m in f a vor of re
ducing interest rates c'ha r ged by any corporation, 
bank, trust or loa n and insurance company to s_even 
p e r cent a nd to e ig ht per cent on loa ns by private 
individuals. To enforce these provisions I am in 
favor of a law with t eeth in it. 

The bank or corporation or individual who exacts 
a nd collects extortionate rates of interest that should 
go to f eed and clothe the family is just as much 
an enemy to society as the saloonkeeper or boot
legger who sells liquor for money that should go to 
the family. 

Law Enforcement 
I am, of course, in favor of enforcing the law. 
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had since. But I did not t a k e myself tqo seriou s ly. 
I knew as ev e ry m a n with a thimble full of brains 
must k~ow, that if the p eople couldn 't e lect office r s 
to e nforce th e law it is use less for one . m a n , though 
h e b e governor, to try to do it my himself. When 
I w a s governor, I helped the p eace officers e lecte d 
by the p eople , instsad of ordering the m or d e m a nd
ing them to do anything. When trouble threate n ed 
I simply got in tou ch with · the loca l officers a nd 
told th em to call on m e if they n eede d me a n d 
the r esult was tha t the officers e ithe r handled tho 
trouble the mse levs or whe n I s e nt the r a n gers they 
w e nt to co-operate with the local officers and w e 
always got r esults . When this pla n fails, it will 
then b e time to set up the rule of the king a nd 
dic t a tor. 

Liquor Legislation Vetoed 
Something to eat and something to wear h a ving 

always b·een more important than a row over so m e 
thing to drink, I again say that I will veto a ny 
liquor legislation by pro or anti. Let us again pay 
some attention to the business and educational af 
fairs of this state. Let us elect men to office on 
something else besides the wet or dry qualifica tion . 

Just let the pros set th e example a nd the a ntis 
will be ashamed to violate the liquor law and the 
bootlegger will go out of business for the lac k of 
business. 

Highway Money 
I would change the state highwa y lay and give 

nine -tenths of the auto vehicle tax to the counties 
wherein the tax is p a id a ncl one-third of said s um 
to the public school fund, lea ving one-tenth o nly 
to the highway d e partment, whose fun ction would 
·b e r educe d la rgely to that of a n e ngin ee ring body 
to maintain uniformity of construction. This would 
kee p all federal aid . 

The idea of the state highway departme nt at Aus
tin k ee ping up and mainta ining the roa ds of the 
wid e domain of Texas is jus t the idea of a n ig n o 
ramus or grafter-I don't know which- but n1ost 
likely it is a good deal of both. 

If the time has com e wh en the peopl e qf a n y 
county can't elect somebody to k eep up the roads, 
then it is time to admit that loca l government by 
the p eo ple is a failure. If that principle is co l're ct, 
then let us abolish the school trustees, th e mayors 
a nd th e aldermen and the city managers, tear down 
the c ounty courthouses, abo lish the offic e rs a nd 
take orders from Austin by radio. 

Ku Klux 
If a m a n is so n a rrow a nd so in to lerant that h e 

wants to b e lieve in the principles of t h e Ku Klux 
th a t is his right and his business. But when h e 
cov ers up his face anQ goes out in disg uise to whip 
a nd assault some woman or murder a nd maim som e 
m a n the n that is mine a nd every othe r good cit i
zen '; business and therefore I am in f a vor of a la w 
that will punish by a t e rm in the county jail a ny 
p e rson over the age of 21 found in a public place 
with a 'mask on or in disguise, and wher e three 
or more persons over the age of 21 a re f ound to
gether in a private place with a mask or othe r 
disguise on, then I would give then:i one year in th e 
penitentiary. Furthe rmore, I am in f a vor of putting 
any church property on the tax rolls at full value 
that is permitted to be used by parti es in mas k 

· or disguise. 
I am in favor of a strict law requiring a ll secret 

or fraternal organiza tions to fil e the names of their 
membership in the county clerk's office to b e k e pt 
in a bound volume open to public inspection. Fail
ure to file such names and proper certificate there
with to b e a misdemeanor with h eavy fin e and 
r evocation of charter. 

Write me, brothe r, so I will know who my fri e nds 
are, and we will get togeth er a nd start this cam
paign for real relief and real reform. 

JAMES E. FERGUSON. 
11 Temple, Texas. 
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