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August 2,1932.

¥r, Farl Cogdell,
Granbury, Tex.

Dear Mr. Cogdell:

In every heated campaign it is usual for us to
get letters accusing us of being prejudiced or impugne
ing our mctives., ILvery newspaper that takes any
decided stand;, that fights hard for a cause or a candie
date, receives them, It is only natural and toc be
expecteds ¥No newspaper cculd expect all of its readers
tc approve of its stand, and a newspaper that attempted
to chart its course tc fit all of them would have to
fcllew such a weak-kneed policy as tc make itself
ridiculous even im the eyes of its cwn supperters,
However, the number of such letters we receive has been
and even in this campaign is negligibles

There are two surprising things about your
letter of July 29. One is that a man of your evident
intelligence and standing would make charges sc recke
less, and the other is how you could have beén so far
wrong and be a reader of the papers, As an intelligent
man, regardless of what you think of The B8tar-Telegram
er how little vou may think of ¥r. Carter, or how much
yeu disappreve of our copposition to the Fergusons, you
sheuld give us credit for scme intelligences...intellie
gence enough to a2ppreciate at least that the newspaper
is, as you say, a public service ccrporation, that we
are in the business to disseminate news, and that we
would have sense encugh tc publish it, no matter what
cur perscnal feelings or our editcrial pelicies., You
cught to know that in making such charges they are
subject tc ready prcof or dispreoof, as the files of =
the papers speak fer themselves 2nd it is not necessary
tc take anyone's word, not even cur cwn, - as tc whether

election results have been or have nct been printeds

You should know that a newspaper which has
built up a circulation of 140,000 daily has not built
it up by suppression of the newse You should know
that an institution which has been built to that point
involves such investment that only a bunch of idiots
weuld think of jecpardizing that investment by sup-
pression of the newse Any sane man knows that news
can not be suppressed, and any sensible man, particularly
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one in the newspaper business, knows that any attempt
at suppressicn is fatals In addition, it is our busi=-
ness te publish the news, and the best answer as to
whether we have done it or not, and are continuing to
do it, lies in the circulaticn we have built upe

 Wow,a8 tc how groundless are your charges:
Your letter is dated July 29. In its first paragraph
it states: "We looked through your paper this A0, to
see how far in the lead Mrs. Ferguson was running, but
net a thing could we find; sc we had to go buy a
Dallas News to see how our favorite candidate was lead=-
ing in the Governor's race®. :

Twe editions serve your town: the ¢ity edie
t.on, delivered in the town through the agent, and
the mail edition, serving principally rural subscribers
and those on the mailing liste The cit edition of
July 20 carried the election stery on the first page, -
in coclumn five, The mail editicn of the same date
had the story on page two, column six, and alsc a table
showing the returns by countiese. This table was not
carried in the city editicn of July 29, which serves
your town, because it had appeared in the city editicn
of the day befores We issue thirteen editions daily
and the news is published as fast as it develops, and
carried through from the starting edition until it
has served the complete circulaticns Tear sheets of
the e¢ity edition of July 29 and the mail edition of that
same date, as well as tear sheets of cther state edi-
tions, are being sent you as evidence of how the election
returns were handleds If you would be interested in a
fair comparison, you might take The Star-Telegram of
July 24 and the Dallas News of the same date, wherein
The Star-Telegram carried more than a page ¢f county
returns and tables in the governor's and cther important
state racese

After Monday, the reader interest in the
electicn switched from the governor's tc cther state
races, for on Sunday morning it was quite evident there
would be a runoff in the governor's race, and that the
runoff would be between Mrse. Ferguscn and Mr. Sterling.

. On Monday morning Xrs. Ferguscn'®s lead had reached ~
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754000 Therefore, the only questicn about her race
was whether her plurality would remain at that figure
or-elimb tc 100,000, or bettere Whichever way it went
was without effect c¢cn the result in that race. There
was a great deal of questicn though about scme ¢f the
cther state races as to whether there would be rune
cffs, and, if sc, who would bte the candidates in thems
From a newspaper standpeint, reader interest would
have justified devoting all attention and giving the
play tc these other state races, about which there was
ecme doubt, and dropping that of governor te a miner
news ¢onsiderations The facgt that it was not done

and Mrs. Ferguson's lead was still featured on the
front page three and four days after the electicn
supplies its own answer as tc whether prejudice, as
you eall it, governs us 'in the handling of newse

Since we den't expect all of our readers teo
agree with us in matters of editerial policy and it is
¢nly natural in the heat of a campaign to have bitter
partisans attack us, such charges are oi nc moment.
But when an intelligent man attacks the integrity eof
a newspaper by charging it not only with failure to
print the news, but with deliberate suppression of it,
it is a serious matter and one I feel justified in
answerings That is the reascn I have dictated this
lengthy letter and the reascn I am enclosing tear
sheets from the editions of the various dayse. I want
the printed evidence tc refute your charges, rather
than any statements of mines

Yours very truly,

J & Yorth Jr,s

Ence
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D.C:COGDELL, PrResIDENT No.3727 W. F. JULIFF, CASHIER
by o= N: NUTT, Vice-PRrRESIDENT i GEO. A.JONES, AssT. CASHIER

TE KRS TNATIONAL BANIK -

CAPITAL $ 100,000.00 SURPLUS $ 50,000.00
Granbury,lexas, ruiy 29th. 1932,
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