
Mr . Earl Cogdell• _ 
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August 2, 1932. 

! n every heated campaign it is usual for us to 
~et letters aocus ing us o .f being p rejudiced or impugn
ing our ~ot ives. ]~very news pap.er that takes any 
decided stand, that f ights hard for a cause or a candi
date , receives t hem . It 1 s only nat4ral and to be 
expected. Wo newspaper cctlld expect all of its reade rs 
tc approve of its stand, .and a newspaper that attempted 
t<' char t its ccuroe tc :f'it nll of t hem would h ve to 
fel low su ch a wea~kneed. pol;t.cy a.s· t o make iteelf 
ridiculous even id' the eyes of its own su poorters . 
Jro·wever, the numb~r 'of ouch l e tt e rs we receive h@s been 
and e ven in _ t h is campaien is neg ligible . 

'l'he re are two surprising thin.gs about your 
l et ter of July 29. One is tha t a man of your evident 
intell i gence -:ind standing would make charges s c reek~ 
l es s, and the other is how you could have been so fsr 
wrong and be a reader of t he paper. As an intelligent 
man , regardless of wha t you think of The Btar-!el egrnm 
or h ow little yo'llc may think of ~l.!r . Carter, or hew nru:ch 
ycu disappro"IJ'e of our opposition to the 'B"ergusons, you 
s hou ld g ive us credit fer some intellige nce~ ••• intelli
gence enough to a 1,2tJ reciate at leaot that the newspape r 
ie, ~s you say, ~ public service corporat i on, that we 
a re in the bueinesa to disseminate ne ws, and that we 
would h'lve sense enough to publish it,. no matter wha t 
cur personal feel i ngs or our editorial policies . You 
ought to know tha t in making such char g es they are 
subje ct to ready proof or disproof, as the f ile s of . 
the papers speak for t hemselv es a nd it i s not nece ssary 
to t ake anyone•s wox'd , not even our cwn, · as t o whethe r 
election results have been or have not been printed . 

You shou ld know t ha t a newspaper which has 
bui lt up a circulation of 140. 000 daily ha s not bui lt 
it u p by suppression of t)le news. You should know 
that an institut ion which has been bu i lt to that point 
inv olvea such investment t h at only a bunch of idiots 
would think of .Jeopardizing that, investment by sup .. 
p ression of the news . Any sane man knowa that news 
can not be suppressed , and any sensible man . part icularly 



one in the newspape r business, knows t hat any attempt 
at suppression is fatal . ln addition, it is our busi
ness to publish the news, apd the best answer ae to 
whetJ1er we }Jave done it or not, and are c ntinuing to 
do it, lie s in the circul·at i cn we hove bu il t up . 

"i'1ow , aa to how g roundless are your charges : 
Your letter i s d ted July 29.. I n its fi r st paragraph 
it statee: " V: e looked tbrou.r,-h your _ per this A. M .. to 
s e e h ow f ~r in the l e ad l rs .. Ferguson was running, but 
no t u t.~ i n g covld we f i nd; so we had to go "buy a 
·,a ~.l a s Uewa to see how ou r favorite candidate wns lead ... 
i ng in the Governort race" • · 

Two editions serve your town: the c i ty edi
t . on, delivered in the town through the agent. nd 
the mail edition , serving principal ly rural subscribers 
and t hese on the mailing list. The cit edition of 
.July 29 carried t e elect ion st cry on the first p age , ,.. 
in c olumn five .. The mail edit ion cf t he same date 
had the s tory on pag e two, column six, and also a t a ble 
s howi ng the returns by counties . 'l'his table was not 
oa rrj_ed in the c i ty edition of July 29 , which s e rves 
your town, because it had a ppe'.lred in the city edition 
of the day before . We issue thirteen editions da ily 
and the news is published ae fast as it develops, and 
carried through fro m the starting edition until it 
has served the complete circulation. Tear sheets of 
t h e city edition of July 29 and the mail edition of th.at 
same date , ae well as tear s heets of other sta~e edi~ 
t i ons, are being sent you as evidence . of how the election 
returns were handled• I f you would be interested in a 
fair c cr.1pariaon, you might take The Star--Telegram of 
July 24 and t he Da llaa News of the same date, where in 
'l'he Star .. 'i'eleg ra m carried more than a page of county 
returns and tables in t he g overnor's and other important 
state races. 

. After ,, onday , the reader i nterest in the 
election switched from the governor•s to other state 
races. for on Sunday morn ing it wns quite evident there 
would be a runoff in the governor•s race, and that the 
runoff would be between Mrs . :Ferguson and 'r. Ster1ing. 
On Monday morning ?J'rs .. Ferguson'a lead had reache d 
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73 , ooo. there f ore , t he only quest i on a bout h er ra ce 
was whe t her he r p lu:ral i ty would r emain a t that f i gure 
or c limb tc ·1 00 , ooo , or bet t e r . ~ie l1e ve r way it went 
was with ou t effec t en t he r esult in t ha t r a ce , The r e 

as a great dea l of quest i on t h ough about scme of the 
other state ra ce s as t o whe t her t he r e woul d be run
off s , and ., if so , who would be t he cand i dates in t hem. 
J?rom a newspap e r standpoint , reade r interest woul d 
h a ve justified devoting all attention and g iving the 
play to these other ot a te r a ces , a bout wh i ch t here wa s 
s ome doubt , and d r oppi ng tha t of governor to a mino r 
ne ws consideration. The f a ct t h a t it was not done 
nnd M.rs., .Fe rgus on's le ad was still featu red on the 
front page three a nd four days a ft e r the e l ec t ion 
supplies it s own answer a s tc whe t her p re j ud i ce , ae 
you c a l l it , g overns us in the h andl i n of news. 

Since we don• t expe c t al l of our readers to 
agree with u s in matters of e d itor j.a l pol i c y -and it i o 
only natural in t h e he a t of a ca mp a i i:sn to ' ·:1vc bi tte r 
partisans at t a ck us 1 such charges are of no moment . 
Ilut when an inte lligent man a ttacks the integ rity of 
a :news paI)e r by cha rginrr it not only wi t l1 f ailure t o 
print t he news , but with de l ibe r ate s uppr ess i on of it t 
it is a se r ious matte r a nd one I f ee l j ustified in 
answe r ing • . Tha t 1s the r eason I have dictated this 
l engt hy le tt e r a nd t he reas on I am e nc l os ing t ear 
s heeta f r om t he edit ions of the va r i ous d ays . 1 want 
the pri nted evidence to refut e your cha r ges , rathe r 
than any sta t ements of mine . 

Yours very t ruly , 

.J M Morth J r , 

Eno . 
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