
December 19, 19440 

Colonel Thomas Do Drake, 
i/ti.r JJopurtr'lont General Staff, 
Orcunization und Training Division G-J, 
\".t,S~linr,ton 25, D .. C. 

;,Jy dour Colonel: 

I 

Your letter of Docenber 15 in repl;r 
to my letter of Uovombc:r ,20 ht.ls been received, for 
v1hl5}h please accept my thanks . 

'!'he information contained t,horoin 
in tremendously interostinr, EtS ·rell as distressing. 
However, there uas one .ray of satisfuction wherein 
you stated you received a cable from Sweden that 
;L~1eir nyu rcpre[Hmt1-J.tive wus in Oflug 64 JTovcmber 28 
o.nd that overything vms running the sumc, und t 1e 

f urthcr fuct t 1a t there are over 900 1.merican:;, nov, 
t.llcre. · · The 100. thor cold, onm:r und rain, thour:h their 
moralo continued to bo very hich .. '!.hooe boys nust have 
a lot of t_;uts and courar.c, and it is a crime and an 
outrace that those who are responoible for th.is nccr­
lectful condition do not soothe nece-osity for prompt 
and effective actiono I uas os~)cciully interested in 
the lotter from Hiss Holen Hade Jnck3on of Buffalo .. 
1'hey ;iavo boon <loini: o.n e...::col ont job,. ,.non Junior 
v1roto r:ie ·that he likod their packnco better than o.n:r 
pucv..ai_;uo t }1at ha<l l., 'Cn rocoivod., 

I um not sure whether or not l sent 
you copi~a of my wire and correspondence with tho 
lntornu.tional Red Cross officials in ,lushington. In 
any event, I will _enclose thera horowith. Hocoipt of 
a card from 1.mon Sunior eluted ~eptomber 28, ntating 
the distre□sing fact that they had hud no riail for 
r.1oro tlm.:1 t.1. rtonU1 and no puckuges for over three nonths 
u.nd did not expect a.ny 9 nronpted "'le to imrtcdiutcly uire 
Jo Tovmoend Ruusell the encloned telegrru:i. I o.lso en­
close a copy of hin repl:r, us t,611 as u copy of my 
telecrun in reply to Hr . John P. Cotton, Ausistnnt 
Diroctor, nelief to Prisoners of r1ar. It i~ incon-
cei vaule t.hut tir. Cotton nould refor to ~he fact that 

\ 



• 

thoro nus a reserve nupply of 1 , 424 food parcHl;; in 
Oflar, 6L~, us I expluinod in ny ,-,ire that this ,ms 
on::.~i vH'> ,web:1 ' □upply in 1:ocpinc with •.non Junior ' s 
lotter., •How to find that they huvc <JOO prisoners 
m:lkes it oven worse a 

I an glud tllli't.i you talJ,:od with Cenor.:..l 
I rnol<~ , uncl ; UP1 uri tincr hin o.s per the enclosed copy 
v,.:. th the hope tht,t you ,1ill huvc en opportunity to 
cive Lin the cOlilJJ o·::.e · s'.::,ory ~.nd thut. he Ae.~r rcu<l cop:.es 
or tho corrospondoncc w1lici1 ~1ou sent to .100 

~'ho bu.1..lotins which you cont out. to 
·i,ho noxt,-oi'-k·n a.re vc ';/ intercstint; and, I an suro, 
tromendo1mly t~pprociuted ., :t :01uy be tlut ;;•ou:. .. eon~ 
,ersa.tion ,,ith l~r o hl..W::..c.11 · s ,,oll '-G :"1'0 P· to uill 
have son(; erroct to 11he extent of cuuoinr: t1en to 
r.,ti:-=o u vigo.rou .. , o ~-;: o· t to renotl' t.ho dof:'...cicncies in 
t 10 system oi' providinc clothinr und rood for tl o 
prisoner:., of .1u.i-- ,, 'l'hero ic, 110 rouson on ,.,: 10 top sido 
or t:1e curth \:.1y the:,,· should h::-.10 'lt.i'..,oc until lctobcr 
to scmtl Hm~. overc1,ut,L u Ll· n . .:ots or ,r:1.r :.cy c:10\.lld 
nq;t have sufficitmt vi~ion "vo realize t'.1·.t 1nrisonor:.., 
of 'rrar Houl<l c,mtlnue to inc.i'eaoc \vi t~1 ..,ho ~•.cti v .i. tioo 
that vre hu ve on the 1,noric:.r. und IJri tinh fronts . 
1 here lmve beon so nun' ".si .ino , foolioh rule;:; and 
rer;nlntiom; to interfere .1i th l.dequato sc:t"1ice for 
tho prifmner:., of uo.r t. ~lt it ooems inco~cel • ublo that 
a concli tion like this could possibly exist . '.''hat 
thoj· 11ecd is so:nu 1·c 1-:)loo:.od, hU."ld.11 1 Ct>.pnhlc i frank, 
und v:..rorous in<lividual to ro to Genova '".nd nee that 
t 10 • .e E.;. trociouc c i t<l • t.,;.ons aro renedicd . 

J,!r . - Cotton stated in his letter t~1ey 
were confident that the distribution of those Durcels 
r,ould continue roc1uarly, i..l.ncl tho clothinc, J50 ovor­
coats und 1,200 blankets, t-mre shipnoC. f:..·on Geneva 
0:10:rtly t.herouftor . If they clo not huve uny bettor 
luck on t'•:1.n s11ipmont than they did luc:rt "1.ll rrhcn the 
boya did not reucipt, "their ovorcoa ts .until })ecenbor 13, 
Got helu t lie newconcrs ni t]1out ovorcoc.tc, as noll aa 
ull of tho boys that will go huncry o It Mo.lcoo MY 
b2.ood boil no t;1n t I ctin ,10.:."Cl:y co11t1.:-ol ri;: 1,mrnaco 
to the point or no~ violutini; t.ho 1:1uil rocula.tions 
b;/ t!m 1100 of ,)rofrudty .. 

T o fac·t, thc.,t t1m Ch::l.irron of the 
Rod Cross returned fron Europe r,ivinc a story to tho 
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nev ap.s.por:: in !Tc·, York tollinc about his trip to 
Hone , Pario and London and failed to ovon ncntion 
the t½irt;• -'-,honsand :,ncricun pr1oonero of \1nr, if:: 
i~J no., t nfokeninc . I would have thoucht tho. t he 
i:11 ely could vc rono to Genav<i. uncl made nn effort 
to find out direct informution rocurdinr, tho prisonors 
of rw.r 1 ,,h ... c·1 ccr'· inl.:.- wonl(•- huvc 'y,cn ::.ntoreutinr: to 
t: c ,,othorc, fn-t.J:c:-c, dvcs 1:nd :Ymct1iot~rts of those 
t:lirty tho1wan<l bo~'O coru inc( in '1ri.oon ca .1pa in Gor-
r any e I notico llvU ~ho- :1rc a.c:.:iu': f O1~ ~ 100, 000 . 000. 
Pc1rsonully, I 1-u.vo nnvor !ieurd oi' no rmch ronnru.1 
com )luint aguinst ~110 P.ed Cro::w t nc : think you v.~ e 

• orw hunuro<l percent richt in the ~W.\,er1ont, ~rou mudo 
to J . To\1ncond Rns ... ell . 

.. uin, : •,runt to urgt, you to sr.e that 
11~· ne.mo ctoos iw·t bocone irvol ved in any uny in con­
uc,ctlon ,,i ·;/1 th:.::; nf~t/vo:..· , as ::: um fem•ful as to how 
it r:iight affect J,non Junior nn<l his vml roe 

I have juot roco:!.ved a nttnr fron 
r:ro. n:hm.rd C- o 1k. tte of ~:u:;L.h,ichie, s"" ting the.t she 
hv.d received a letter from hor oon eluted October l, 
wh.:.ch ls three daJn later thun my letter. 1!1 ut~tHd 
tlm-',:; the ried Groos hud eoocd t. 1ill{;a up us there are 
lC)O non t'1orc who huve no overcoats, und 50 r1ith only 
one 1air of pa to c..nd thoy only have one week of nod 
C.:ro..,:.., bOJ:es s Ho c.lso ~Jc -t-icncd the fnct thHt, two nen 
fro:n r~.nco reached the cv.!"lp immediately nftor capture 
i1l~::lc it tool: tLcm rorn •r_y t,10 no?'.t.10 o roach 9-iU~, 
stutin~ tlint the Re<l Cross i ovidontly only proviclinc 
ennueh on the baoin of thu ones there sovorul monr.ha 
inDteud of anticj.patinl"!' now e.rrivaln and tho H.ed Crooo 
cluirfr1 tho;1 ha.ve f oou bo.xc stored in ~,Hi t.r.oriand 
sever(;!.l nonths in advance ut o.J.1 tinoo, i'"'nrthor stn.tinc 
t}10n why ca.n •t they .,ct then to the cnnp R :.t ~1ffor>ta 
tho hoys o.l cudy Vmrc un · ouch D tlm nc,·con•.rr. ., tro . 
!3(.~tc str.ted t'.z,~..:. n110 v1rol.e \,ho .. cd L:.·ooo ofi'"cc in 
Ct ., Louis, but doubts il' t)1ey •ill , ay nn:, uttcmtion 
to her, n.o thoy hr.won't i tho :x .. st q 

i.1y do.ughter , :tuth, -:.rlill .,o homo from 
school Friday and if we could 11avo nnly h:td the rood 
fortune to have 1-r,1on Jur1ior horie, it •1otlld have been 
r- r.r·.nri. occns:'..on. 



I hope you und 1.rs. Druko hav 
nico Christmas, nnd : vrioh it mre possible for you 
to n:)ond it in Port '/or-th. 

ith boGt w she", I •1m 

ft.CG. "D 
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