
rur. Amon G. Garter, Sr., 
The .. irort Worth Star-'l'elegram, 
Fort Worth, 'l'exas. 

My dear lVlI' Carter: 

1744 "R" Street,NW., 
Wa shington, u. C. 

24 December 1944 

In my conversation with you l ast night I covered al l the points 
that are in t h is letter. I hope theee ,ill help you in your efforts 
~o improve the conditions of our Pows in Germany. I must reiterate 
though, that if the powers that be find out that this came from me 
they will hang me high and wide. 'l'his I am not afraid of as I am as 
willing to sacrifice my career in the interest of truth and justice 
as i was willing to sacrifice it on the battlefield that my country 
should triumph over its enemies. ttowever, if I am cracked down it 
wi·ll end my efforts to promote things for the welfare of my men over ta 
there. I was told by a senior officer who had the most friendly 
feelings for me that the thing~ was bucking was too great and that 
I would fall bY the wayside if I continued. 

You can s1ee that ~here are so many ways to keep me still •• even 
as l was told I mj..ght 03 reduced to my Hegular Army rank of Major. It 
is siclrnnling to ~lize that there are reasons we know nothing about, 
at work to prevent the truth coming out but such is the fact. 

ttowever, if a court or a fair-minded investigation were to be 
made 1 could be ca lled for my evidence and give it without repercu­
ssion. In the interest of getting things done to help our POWs is 
why I have asked that my part be kept back. rfrer fear that I will 
let you down, I shall always back up 100% every word I say, with all 
I have. 

I talked with Wa smer and he agreed with me that the G-ermans only 
res peated force and detested di l ly-da llying as evidence of weakness. 

He appeared to be a fair minded man. At the time I t a lked with him 
I knew nothing about the Post,~ s tory. He said he hoped the Germans 
would allow a package of food to be sent in to the camps each week 
and admitted the Ge rmans had taken all of t he reserve. All of the Red 
Cross officials Know this. Our State Department has made a protest, 
a ccording to Mr. Pate and hr. Cotton over the seizing and destruction, 
in some cases,of the red cros s food. nhy is it oe ing kept f r om the 
~ublic? Only the highest authority could say. 

Mrs . Waters told me that Gil Redfern, the publicity man for 
the American Red Gross told her that the story of Peters and Wasmer 
was a very fair story which told t he truth but of course d id not go 
into the worst phases,that it was submitted to censorship and was 
returned so cut up and chan i:sed t llat it uould not be recognized. Redfern 
said a substituted article was released to the press and that was 

the one the ..1.:-'ost carried. Redfern said the "Powers thtt be, 1'ar 
beyond their cpntrol, changed it and substituted the article" that he 
had to submit if he wanted -to keep his job. 

Mrs. 1/ a ters also said that Ma jor Starr( G-2 intelligence) told 
hyf sometime ago about t he seizing of the Red Cross food by the Germans. 
Jl.e just returned to t h is country t he other daJ... and told her this 

particularly applied to Of lag 64-- all the re:rrve stock being taken by 
the G-ermans. 
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I think \firs. Waters would verify What Redfern said to her if 
you should write her • .l:iowever, I do know she will stand behind me 
in what she has said. I do not think any of t he ]:{ed Cross people would 

deny these things if they vrnre a s ked. 'l'he y a ppear to be only carryi~ 
out theit instructions. Hut you can see , Ar Carter, how essential 

it is to preserve our sources of informat_;ion by not divulging t he ir 
name s until, i f it i s necessary, we smoke these people out into either 
doing something good or a drag out into the open of' why nothing 
is done. I know if s omething isn't done to insure f ood and supplies 
reaching our men they will d ie like the ]:{u ssians and t he Ital•ians. 

Just ~ is week I got a letter f rom Mrs Dicks, wi fe of Gapt. J ames 
J:i. Dicks, Oflag 64, letter dat es lOct." Suffering f rom bad cold , other 
wise alright.If we had coal or some fuel other than whnt we can get 
from our weekly Hed Cross parcels so we could get the room slightly 
warmer t hese cm.illy eveningsn As I told you we always burned the 
cardboard red cross boxes for cooking and heating purposes. 

ueneral Arnold eelled me and asked i f 1 would go talk to NITS.A 
and said he wanted to talk with me later. 'l'he next day 1 went to see 
her. 8he had an Air ] 'orce Lt. in who had s pent ll'ive months i n the 
camp t hat later murderedabout 66 off icers. 'l'his Lt. was inclined to 
g ive the Uermans much credit f or their work . tte admitted only f i ve 
months and most o~ that in the hos pital. 1 could see she wa s not much 
impressed by my experience a s she s t a ted of course it was t o be epect­
ed that s ome camps would be worse t han others. ttowever the uerman 
High Command and the Y said Of l ag 64 was t 11e bes t in u-ermany. That of 
course chs not what the ]:{ed cross says- in an effort to explain lack 
of supplies. The senior off'i cer:r;i ~ol.Spivey,Air Force, used to have tea 
with t he Uerman CoITh~andant,accord ing to the Y man. Later this same 

camp murdered all those officers referred to above. 1 have talked to 
officers from tha t camp, Luft m" and they said it was pretty bad. 
I only know of t wo camps I was irt and the cond itions 1 have described 
are ab solutely t r ue. 1 have t a l ked to and have had sworn statements 
from men in all camps in Li-ermany t hat have had Americans and they 
swear the conditions a re tlie s ame throughout. Any man wno says differ-
ently has sold out to the enemy by accepting personal favors at the 

expense of his fellow Americans. 
I am distressed that 1 should be t he bearer o~ bad news, par- . 

ticularly at this time of the year, but~ believe the sdtuation is as 
represented, that our brave soldiers who have g iven t heir liberty for 
their country are in need of help, and that unless 1 did a ll I could to 

help them I would be fa iling in my duty. 
Quincey j oins me in s end ing our best vdshes to you and ..l:mth 

for an enjoyable vhristmas. Pl ease remember that A..rnon is young, strong 
and healthy and will get a long better than mos t ot them. 
with k indest thoughts, I remain 

Sincer ely , 

~ ~ 
Thomas lJ. Drake, 
Golonel, u. S . C. 


