
Dear Amon: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 30, 194h 

I recei ved your telegram of December t wenty- first 
concerning the sit uation of our prisoners of vra.r in Germany and 
more particularly the possibi lity of t he President' s seeing 
Colonel Thomas D. Drake about this problem. 

1.Iy friends in the War Department who are familiar Y¥i th 
such matters tell me that Col onel Drake has presented his views 
on numerous occasions to the War Department General Sta.ff, the 
American Red Cros s and representat i ves of the State Department . 
As a result of your telegram to me, these same officials have 
ta.ken under considere. tion the present conditions in Oflag 64 and 
have discussed this particular subject w.i. t h Colonel Drake . I have 
also learned t hat as a result of your recent como.un:i.cat ion to t he 
Red Cross, t hat organization has reques·bed Geneva f or a detailed 
break-down of supply deliveries t o Oflag 64 during Oct ober and 
November. The Red Cross representatives state that when the .facts 
with regard to these deliveries are received, they will let you 
know as well as the Wa r and State Departments . 

Of course, I realize your interest and anxiety over the 
welfare of our people who are held by the enemy. However, from 
1mat I have learned, I am convinced that the State. and War Depar t 
ments . and the Red Cross are tJ1oroughly familiar vd th the condit i ons 
in the German prisoner of war camps and are doing everything possi
bl e to improve the situation. I assure you, as I said, the govern
ment through all of its agencies concerned, is doing all it can to 
hel p the men in Gen:nan prison camps . Its efforts a re continuous. 
Nothing is being overl ooked. 

You may have heard tJ1a t f or a 'While the Red Cross an:l the 
other agencies vrere not able to get these food supplies in because 
of unavoidable operat i onal interrupt ions particularly as affecting 
transportation and distribution. I am assured tha t this coniition 
no l onger exists . I know this will be good nerm to you. 

I am advised also that tJ1e Secretary of War personally 
provided a fleet of trucks arrl these t rucks are being used novr to 
take f ood, clothing and medical supplies to our prisoners of war 
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in Ge man hands . These supplies are reaching the men in the camps 
and are being distributed generally among them in a.11 the camps . 
The men, theref ore, a re ·receiving far more than the Gemans provide. 

lfr . .Amon G. Carter, 
Stal'.'-Telegram Building, 
Fort Worth, Texas . 

Very sincerely yours , 

~ 
STEPHEN EARLY 

Secretary to the President 


