
Mr. Alllon G. Carter 
c/o Fort 1/vorth Star Te.1.egram 
Fort Viorth, Texas 

Dear i\1 r. Cacter : 

May .18 , 1944 

Knov,ing that your son , A. G. Car-ter, is a prisoner of war in Germany , 
I fee.1. t hat you mi(?;ht be interesteci in the encJ..oseci ... etter v,ri tten to 
my step- aunt by Lt. Louis S . Means, who was recentJ..y repat-riated from 
a military prison camp in Germany whe re her son is he.lo. 

I kno. A. G. on.ly s.lightly , ha ving met hirr. a few yeat's ago in Dallas 
at a footbfall game between Ok.Lahoma anu Texas Universities, a t t he ti. e 
he Vvas still a student &t the University of Texas. He seemed such a 
nice young man and made a lastin6 impt'ession on everyone J..!1 our party . 
I n 1942 while I was in South America witn my husbanu , who v, as at that 
time attached to the Ame-rica11 Embassy in Santiago , ChiJ..e, my mother' 
v.rote me tha t A. G. ha.u been taken pr-isoner in Germany. I was terribly 
sorry to hear it ano hope it v,i.1..l not be ..1..ong before he v,i.1.J. be re­
turning home, along v.i th the rest of out' young men who are fighting 
this terrible Wat'. 

Very truly yours, 



C 
0 

p 
y April 15, 1944 

Dear Mrs. Highley, 

"One of our crew has returned", might be the title of this letter, anu how happy I am to be 
ab.le to write to you f irst hana l.ike t his . Yes, I vvas one of t 11e lucky laas to be returned 
on the Gripsholm a month ago after being repatriated from Geriuany . Yo71 l.1. have to forgive 
me for not writing much sooner, but you can i magine hov, busy I 1 ve been these first few weeks 
at ho 1e v\'ith my .little fami.ly. My litt..Le five months o..La boy is really terrific, and 1 1 ve 
sure.ly been having fun catching up on being t he proua father. My foJ.ks were also down from 
Spokane for a full week, so you can see we've surely had a reaJ. homec oming. I was lucky 
enough to get a JJ-day sick leave, and must report back to Bushnel.L Hospi ta.1, Brighar:i , Utah 
the 2Jth of this month for final treatmen t and the fitting of an artificial. limb . 

Now for some news of your son, anci my best buuay, Oran. We fina.l..1.y got together .last Feb­
ruary , our first meeting since our ship was shot down May 1.5 , 1943 - You see, I was in the 
hospi ta.Ls until the midc:Ue of January when I was finally dismissed and sent up to Sta.Lag 
Luft J . I was surely disappointeo. when I was assigneu to Center Co.wpound and founci that 
both Oran and James t,;lark, our co-pilot , ,ere in the Sout h Compound a few b.Locks av,ay. 
About the only chance you get t o visit the other compounds is when they a re giving a play, 
musical , or having some inter-compound sporting event , at which time about 5J men from each 
of the other compounds are allowed to at tend . Ho~ever, the first week I was in camp, I 
had wr:-i tten several notes back ana forth to both Oran and Jim. The second ·week I Vvas t he re 
our compouno. gave a play one evening, and sure enough in dropped Oran, and v,hat a reunion 
we had. Naturally, we didn't go to the play, but had a good three-hour ta.Lk in my barracks . 
I haa waited so long to see him, you can I t i.aw.gine hov, happy I was. He had brought a.long a 
big box of stuff for- me from my many friends in the South compouna, incJ.uaing two cartons 
of cigarettes, vitamin pills , toilet articles, and so fort h . 

Your boy surely l ookea in the best of health , so you haven't the slightest worry along that 
score. He was just as fat as ever, and really hadn't change6 a bit in any way. He said 
that he had received some 85 letters so f a r and several cigaretteJ and personal parcels. 
He was keeping busy by teaching some music cla sses, as well as leading a little g.Lee club. 
I' m encLosing a .Little report on Stalag Luft 3 that I had mimeographed in a n attempt to an­
S\\er sorr,e of the questions in the many letters I 've received fro n families who have boys 
in that camp. Maybe it will help answer some of your questi on s~ but cion 1 t hesitate to 
write about anything not inc..Luded, and I I J.J. be more than glaci to answec anything within my 
power. 

I haa it al.L arranged and v,a.s a .:;__1 set to move dmrn to the South compound \,hen I got the 
nevs I Vvas to be repatriated. I rea.LJ.y ciian 1 t uream I wouJ..d have such a chan,qe for many 
months, so it came .Like a bolt frolli the blue and a fe1;1 hours later I v.as on ,ny v,ay out. I 
kno, Oran or "Spanky" as we cal.led him, was plenty happy when he hearu the news as he was 
so optimistic about my being sent home when I talkeo. with him . At that time, he wanted me 
to write you, if I did get home, to be sure to drop everything and take a trip out to Ca.li­
fornia to see us. He said to 11 te.1.1 1 om just to charge the expenses up to .my account and 
have a real vacation." I can I t tell you how much we wou.La love to have you do ju st that. 
We have a large place here , and could easily accomoaate you for just as l ong. as you would 
care to stay , so please keep it in mind anci try to come out when I return from the hospi­
t a.i. . I hope I won I t have to stay there any .ionger than a month or six weeks. You can 
write . .,e there (Bushnel.L Hospita.1. , Brighara , Utah) any time o.uring the next month. 



I a,.a a .ls o encLosing a J.ittJ.e story of our last f.l.ight that I hau typed up from my "Viar Log 
Book " for the f amilie s of the e re¼. daybe I can aQCi a fev. ctetails to it thc1t will complete 
the story fr-om there. Or Em , Ji , Clark, and Bill Gonoon we re also .Lucky enough to blo\\ into 
shore near the town of Cuxhaven whe re I lancieo.. They were b r ought into the v e ry hospi t al 
I was i n that ~fternoon for a check- up, but didn't get to see me as I hao just been brought 
up from t he operating room. The on.ly injury suffered by any of the three was as.Light cut 
on Oran' s thumb. They vvere sent from there to Du.lag 1,uft and .lat er on u p to Luft 3 . The 
next day the bodies of Kind a nd Mulherin were brought i n - they had been picked u p in the 
North Sea . Two weeks later , the boay of ou r pi.1.ot, Frank G.Lemons, v~ashed ashore ana was 
brought into my hospital. He uidn 1 t have a scratch on him, so siup.ly rnust have a ied from 
exposure ano. t he water - sure1.y a terribie tra~eay . The other three 11ien on the c r ew v, e r e 
never fou nd to our know.lecige , so at cawp vie concluueo t hey ei t he r went down v1ith the ship 
or 1ere lost at sea . God must have been with the f our of u s that were fortunate enough to 
bl.av. in to .Land • 

I have written Mrs. Clemon s a l ong lette r (firs t from Luft 3, afte r ta.Lking to Oran , and 
yes t erday from here), and plan t o v~rite Clark 1. s f olks .Lat e r thi s afternoon . Am also wri t ­
i ng to a photographer in Eng.1.and where Spanky ana I hao _._eft at l.east a ha l.f aozen ro.lls of 
film to be cieveloped just befor-e we we re shot do~m. If I can get t hos e picture s , t aken 
auring our whole tr-ip across , 1 1 ll su rely send y,m a set of them t o keep for Oran. Must 
close for now, if I'm ever to get through wy pile of correspondence . Please write soon -
will be so 0 lad to hea r froiii you . Hope t hat you are a.L.L well . 

Sincere.ly , 

Lt. Louis S. Mectns . 


