
Inf~rmation Circular #3 

l'RISOIDlR OF WAR IKFORMAS:ION BUREAU 
OFFICE OF THE PROVOS:i: :Vi.a..RSHAL GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. D, C. 
DIRECTIONS FOR SEND!HG O.RDiliARY MA.IL TO 

PRISONERS OF WAR 

When the Prisoner of War Informati ;n Bureau of the Office of ,The 
Provost Marshal General ascertains tha t an .ame:rican soldier has been interned 
in a permanent camp, ordinary mail ca..'l b·e sen t • 

. Do not send mail to the Informat ion Bureau for forwarding. If pos­
sible, typewrite or write in bl ock lett,:rs t he address and the content s of the 
letter to facilitate f orwarding and ce 0. _, o.r ;;hip of same. Leave ro om on t he en­
velcpe for for vard.ing addret s in case i r. t 0r nse has been moved to another camp. 

Letters sh0u.ld be brief a s possi ble and only personal matters should 
be included in order to avoid delqy by censor ship. 

It is necessary that the Prisoner of War number and the camp name and 
number be used in sending mail to Eur(')pe. To Italy the Military Post number 
must be used in ad.di tion to the ab five •. 
POSTAGE: 

Ordinary foreign mail can be sent free of postage if addressed to a 
prisoner of war. Write in the UJ?per lef t-hru1d c(')rner "Prisoner of War Mail", 
and in the upper right-hand corne1•, write, "Postage Free." 
This is the form of address to be :u@ed for German OcCUJ?ied Territory. 
Prisoner of War Mail Postage - Free 

(Here insert rank & na1:ie), American l'.O. W. 
Interned at Sta.lag VII, Germany (er other camp or country) 
P. o. W. Number 
VIA: New York, New York. 

This is the form of address to be used for Italian Occru;iied Territory; 
Prisoner of War Mail Postage - Free 

(Here insert rank & neme) American P.O.W. 
Interned by Italy at Campo (Here put Camp number) 
P. o. W. Number: Military Post Number 
VIA: New York New York 

Sender's name and address should appear on the back of the envelope 

·PERSONAL PACK.AGES TO EUROPE 
In addition tc the Standard Red Cross package, American Prisoners of 

War interned in Germany and ItaJ.y also may receive from their next of kin in 
the United St_a ·~es, personaJ. parcels. A label is forwarded without request from 
this office to the next of kin every 60 days with full and complete instructions 
eoncerning parcels and the mailing thereof. 

The label is transferable by the next of kin but the person actuaJ.ly 
mailing the package must indicate the fact of transfer on the label. 

The next of kin to whom the parcel label ls sent is the person desig­
nated by the soldier himself as emergency a,ddressee upon his entry into service. 

Facilities for sending nvn Mail and Air Mail a.re not available for 
prisoners of war interned by the enemy. 


