SONG OF SOLOMON

A CANTATA

by

ELIZABETH IRENE HAMES

Bachelor of Music, 2010
Texas Christian University
Fort Worth, Texas

Submitted to the Faculty
Graduate Division
College of Fine Arts
Texas Christian University
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of

MASTER OF MUSIC

May 2012






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I would like to thank my advisor, Dr. Blaise Ferrandino, for always providing wisdom and

insight and helping to shape me into the composer I am. I would also like to thank my
husband, Jerry, for his love and support and for giving me a reason to write this work.

i



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWIEAZEMENLS. .. ...ttt e i
Texts and ReferenCes. .. .....ouiitii i v
Movements

L My Beloved 1S IMINE. .....uieiiiie et et 1
IL. O MY DOV ..ttt 25
1. T Come into My Garden.........c.oouiiiiiii i, 38
IV.  There I Will Give Thee My LOVES.......ovuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 58
V. This is My Beloved, and This is My Friend................oooiiiiiiii, 82
VL SetMeasa Seal......ooooiiiiiiii 93
Vita

Abstract

il



TEXTS AND REFERENCES'

I. My Beloved is Mine
My beloved is mine, and I am his.
My beloved is mine, and I am hers. (2:16)
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth:
For thy love is better than wine. (1:2)
How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse!
How much better is thy love than wine!
And the smell of thine ointments than all spices! (4:10)

Behold thou art fair, my love:
Behold thou art fair, thou hast doves’ eyes.
Behold thou art fair, my beloved, yea pleasant. (1:15-16)

Rise up my love, my fair one, and come away.
For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;
The flowers appear on the earth;
The time of the singing of birds is come,
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;
The fig tree putteth forth her green figs,
And the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.
Rise up my love, my fair one, and come away. (2:10-13)

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.
As the lily among thorns, so is my beloved among the daughters.
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood,

So is my beloved among the sons. (2:1-3)

II. O My Dove
O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock,
In the secret place of the stairs,
Let me see thy countenance,
Let me hear thy voice;
For sweet is thy voice,
And thy countenance is comely. (2:14)

Behold thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair,
Thou hast doves’ eyes.
Thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from mount Gilead.
Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep which came from the washing.

" All texts taken from:
The Holy Bible, King James Version. New York: Oxford Edition: 1769; King James Bible Online, 2008.
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/.
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Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet,

And thy speech is comely:

Thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate.

Thy neck is like the tower of David.

Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins,
Which feed among the lilies.

Until the day break, and the shadows flee,
1 will get me to the mountain of myrrh
And to the hill of frankincense.
Thou art fair, my love, there is no spot in thee. (4:1-7)

I11. I Come into My Garden

A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse;

A spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates,
With pleasant fruits, camphire, with spikenard,

Spikenard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon,
With all trees of frankincense;
Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices.
A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters,
And streams from Lebanon.

Awake, O north wind; and come thou south;
Blow upon my garden, that the spices may flow out.
Let my beloved come into his garden.

1 am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse.

You have gathered your myrrh with your spice.

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey,

You have drunk your wine with your milk.

Eat, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. (4:12-5:1)

IV. There I Will Give Thee My Loves
How fair, how pleasant art thou, O love!
Thy stature is like a palm tree, and thy breasts like clusters of grapes.

I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me.

1 said, I will go up to the palm tree,
I will take hold of the boughs thereof:
Now thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine
And the smell of the breath like apples:
And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine.



I am my beloved’s and his desire is toward me.

Come my beloved, let us go forth into the fields,
Let us lodge in the village.

Let us get up early to the vineyards,

And see if the vine doth flourish.

Let us see whether the tender grape appear,
And the pomegranates bud forth:

There I will give thee my loves. (7:6-12)

V. This is My Beloved, and This is My Friend

My beloved is white and ruddy,
The chiefest among ten thousand.
His head is as the most fine gold,
His locks are bushy, and black as a raven.
His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters,
Washed with milk and fitly set.
His cheeks are a bed of spices, as sweet as flowers:
His lips are like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.
His hands are as gold rings set with beryl:
His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.
His legs are as pillars of marble set upon fine sockets of gold:
His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.
His mouth is most sweet:
He is altogether lovely.

This is my beloved, and this is my friend. (5:10-16)

VI. Set Me as a Seal

Set me as a seal upon thine heart,
As a seal upon thine arm:
For love is strong as death;
Jealousy is cruel as the grave.
Many waters cannot quench love,

Neither can floods drown it. (8:6-7)

My beloved is mine, and I am his.
My beloved is mine, and I am hers. (2:16)

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. (2:10)
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Song of Solomon is a cantata in six movements set to texts from the book, Song of
Solomon, from the King James Version of the Bible. Passages are selected from chapters one,
two, four, five, seven, and eight and ordered in a manner to facilitate a literary and musical
flow. The cantata follows the romantic journey of two young lovers, and the story is an
exploration and celebration of the beauty and delight they find in each other. The
instrumentation features soprano and baritone solos accompanied by an ensemble of five
wind instruments (flute, oboe, clarinet, horn, and bassoon) and four string instruments (two

violins, viola and cello).



