
Br-lg . GarJ. . Pat r · ck ,T. Hurley, 
The Shor~hs.~ Buil<;iin , 

. . 
Dear 'nt ; 

,-,ur . ,~tt.:i r- ::it· .12t h re t3oJ.ved ur.d 
I not e wi at. you s ay ~ f,U!:•·1inr you r inveetigat l ort 
concel'ni 10 ,,A..1. o.c1 Jut i 0_ 1 ,., _:,r-o;r..:i t .to 1 t'inJ the fLit t 

th t thoy had no r c .·o. l'.l f 1..ny r oe n:.ter 1..,:J. t •• on1 

.- ~ ~o > 1vtr·lcs .P . ~ 11:1 ·.:-1.L"" 1 , Jr" ., ~ ov) lo-
cut d at t.l o Arm~id 0r ce Ucho0l , Ft1t·t Kn:ix , y . 1 told 
.e over• t .. tele h '.) e s o.r.a ti r:1e l. l.!arch tha t he hnd 

r ~com:7londed 1\nio · unhH· for o. f;r:oiuot.ion from Se ond 
to Firs t i 0ut.ot1al). y t l1. n. rly pi: .. rt f !<ebrw ry, 1943 , 
~ud prioc t o hit C!.l.l-J CU t'e by t hu G<.at'!:r..us on Fob.rur~ry 2.3 rd , 

ns a prL,onor of war . Howevor ., he v;a.s ropor ted "missing 
in nct,iontt at Pa i ->a..s~ , ltebr"Ua . 14- , l ·11~J . Inci.deutally, 
he htda behin t."1e Ga ··1 art linci:i nirle chyt:: befo t·e ,.eing 
knockE.¼d unconsci ous by t ~.~ Arabr en,., t,urncd over.- to 
-.t:, a Ga ";t"J.-.tl ~~ . 

I wr'.) t.e ,olonel ~un:m.,,rall on fr.,y 1,2 th , as 
follo ·&: 

11 ou fjt&.t1:.Jcl ... n 1 ';l talep:1,:ma conve i.' t-.>ation vii th 
you tht: t you lwd re ol:111.m.d d .'\.;ion J unior for pro
motion . I wonc,tn· · t t here hti..S boon ~1y ~,ction on 
your ecor.1 ... ~crv·e.tion imd 3 t 1thr•t·· • .:.r t:1e f nc t that 
be i a pr-1 oner· ~ould r.attte any chtJJ1~e i n the st utu.u 
of t , e Cd.~:e ' I have .e·; r made 1•ny , ff rt r0gur di ng 
.. man .Tunior • s promot"on. As u matt er of. ffict , be 
has never r.i,~ntionrJd it to 1.:1e a:t 1y ti nu 1: nJ. I am sm~e 
he woul d ')1'3 emb&.rr assed i f he knew t1is i'~tJ11:1r h~d 
made illlY affot·t in :us b,.,,half c• he i s so ow!rn:t. conscientious 
iri th t r es_pect. 11 

olonel SummtH'tU.1. ar,svte red t hi•~ ettet> May 2.~nd, 
as f ollou13c 

tr.Mr. Amon Cc.r 'ta r , 
F<:,rt Wor·th, Texas. 

Dear Mt' . 1.,a.rtar, ,. 
Thunk you very much for your l~tter and for the 
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enclosuroa,. It is very reas"'U:r i ng to read t 1 11, l ette ra 
:Ct>oro Amon J vnior rutd I hope th~,1. t. al l i s as we,il.l with 
him as c tu1 be under t he ciroum51t .. nces. It is r8(asonable 
to beli eve t .~a t his l ett,en·s 1:ir e;,sant a t r ue p tcture and 
no . r "::.i suz·e i s brought t o b e e.. i: to 5 iik $ b iL1 WJ..' i ta 
ot he r wL::ie . 

11 .A.s conce m s hi ,'i! promot ion, M .Jor St 1.µ, ( G<:)orge 
'11 . Bt i ;p of t,he 9lat Fi0ld Ar:t i llt) ry) 'l'tt·ote r.;e that 
none of my r·e co mandl\ti on s bti,d be n 11p~n;oved 1!1.nd t hat 
t e o.ff .ioe r who eventuall;r t.ook ove r: t h.a 9bt, Fi .eld 
k rtill ery att.alior. elactod to '::1,1.ke l, i a o 7.f:'1 :-3~1ect i ons. 
1 hope eventually Amon.' o p romotion ., el on , m.ti' sevo r t1.l 
o thers w'lll r;o ·thro ngh. 

11 :C hopa t .-ie n e t'v'S .fr om Amon wi l l contl.nua r o
a mmiring d t b(;l.t befoJ;'e l on.__, .m excha~1~e of pri som,ra 

. wi l l find him. b JCk in t l-ia fu:~arica~ fo r ces . 

•Wi t.h w1:1r.m. pe r-so,nrJ. l"OGKr ds :i n w! ich '• 1tfrs ,. 
:°:::w.uIDerlj,11 j oins me, I .::m 

You \'fi ll ..not & f t"Jil~ t hi s lette r t hti:t Co\1.onel 
tlu.tnmerall f o.rme.i· ,~ftitl.i:';imd.tnj ••r !fTic '"l'.' of the 9}lit 
Fi eld ,;~rtillery, of y.}~i.ch Amon J'unip r WR .. Seq,ond 

;; Li ou.tam.mt in B~ttery B, l"EhJO!'PJ"i!mdet; hi.m f o i- promotion 
p rior to t ha time that volon, 1 Summ~ rall ret i1r-ned 
t o For-t Knox and prior t o t he time t)rmt Amon Junio t' 
was captured at Fnid Pass . 

\ 
As a ma:tt.e r- of' recot>d, ~:uon J'\Ulio r ent ered 

Culver Mili t !clry Insti tute whtJn he wa. ~~ fiftotm yeurs 
old in t he f~ill of 1935 bafo t"e he waJ 16 on t he 
following .December 23 , 1935. Ma grad~ntad from Culver 
June a, 1938 a t the age of 18 and foll?~ing hi.. gradua
tion from Culver he spent six weeks a t \~pr t Knox in 
actual trs ining in the ~r-ti.lL,n•y wi~ tl~e big euns and 
reeeivad hi ~ Commission as a Second Ltau,tenant .in the 
Arey Officet·s Rasarva, to become ef fo~tive at the u.ge 
of 21. On December 23, 19401 ha si gn~ t\).e commission 
(his ,t.l.st birthday) end sent it in to '\tho War Depart
r.ient sta ting he wa /i:l ready i'or serv'lce . 1 
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Meimwhlle', p t'ior to thls ,. in the F&..lJ of 19J8 
he ente.•ed . th~ Uuivers.:l.ty of te:ms and a tte1idod college 
there for t h r i~e yeiu•3.. Hee vtt.1.s called 1to /tho servioe 
on J uly 11 1941 &, yeG:~ z_) .rlo r to th . time he/ would ht ve 
grudi:,i tod . f r om thtJ Univ,a r si ty o;f Texas.. T:ierefot'a1 he 
had be11;,n in th3 8(H~vi r:e {.i'!H~,, t y :mont.hi:; t~ho-n /he w~s 
ciip t ured.., About ·t,en .ir..ont h :.t of t },i ~ war,: tNj.ining in 
Fort Knox including UJ1;';..Utlav-.1r rt1 through t he Southern 
8tatas; t i:o mon ths t1t l<"ot't Dix~ fo1:r- rnonth,is i¥1 !fot·the t"n 
Ireland, t;vo months i n :i;ngb.nd 1.md t1:bout two 1nontus in , 
North !f:dcu. ·· He rrill lw.va b❖:~en a pr·i one.t of vw.r eight 
mont}:c; t l1e ;~3rd of Octoba.r . B'~ is $,t,ill a 'SEHlond 
Lieucemmt• il though he wa.:;- re cs~1nm~n~ed f'or ', a;' proootion 
tbe e ?-r-1.; part of Felbrw:.~·y b~fo~\e h · ;3 captu(iEh 

Aa state.cl i n . my let ter to ,C,olonel Surrl.tler~ll , 
I htwe never made an effort in s.nt' mt;:.nner , ah.a;;,e or fotir 
to contEtCt uny di' Amon s offi.cer-~ \f ep7one irl the Wnv 
D?par tment; and , US' a t tted i?:::;,"/l'),1Jrt,1Y~ h-a hJiS never 
di scw:;11ad the i;;attar of promot.:wn •!!J' ._na.ae, an;;r complaint. 
Ho d.id add a pos t scr-ipt t o h is lus\' \tlltter 6! September 
6th: n I am the thl .t·d ol e ;.;; t., 2rn;l:Lt~ hef.G ~nd :tll three 
of us f ro,,1 the same outfit," . · 

Ii • ~ &o, here 1. s & youngster who t-,l)J~Ut t:.t,riaa y~urs 
in Culver tiili ta ri . Inst :1.t,ute., took hlo addi·tioliul 
t!equi r ed training o.t For t 1C".lox, 6ervad twii:lnty morrths 
i n -the Army i:ll(i all m:0,:ne1n rnrs in Louidan tA , Al nbau1a, 
and theough t !1e South , - two months ~-,;. fort. Di~, 4 
months tough tr·.: ining in r-einy ·· mt bf.Ltl mud y ·wt£tather 
in i orthe•rn · 1 rol nnd, two man tJis of tha,_ s ~me .i.::ind of 
W€!a.ther in fugl and, two o:f the ehips of hie convoy 
wsre sunk eni~ou:.e to Afrio.:,. t1::1d two mo'::l "'tis trni.ning 
i n Aft'ioa. . 'Y'he enti re episode oi' the :11ai ,i P11st1 

bl1littl0 was extremel y unfortuna te t'llld frpm 0res~ re-
. orts " 1d ill other indicationi!i , t he ca1,,~ui.-e by the 
Ger me.n<'." of all of these ::lome :2000 bo;rs m,ight ha:110 been 
a.voided if t he Intelligence D::lpartmant h~d been a . 
little mo re alert in knowing when arid whe're the enemy 
was going to strike, ther eby not havfi aubj\eoted t,h e-se 
boys to being overrun with '76 big G~r111an tt3inkS and 
ril:iout t hree O~rma.x1~ soldiec•s to each Amedctm m1tn.. 
Still t.¾i1::, is on~ of the unfor·tun,,t e things th&t oome 
in w r and I L\ln not compl aining and Amon Junior has 
nevet· complained, but, they f ailed, after his oxperienca, 
to follow the r ecommendation of' t he Colonel i n oharge 
of the Battalion and promo~ him to a Fir st Lieut an~nt. 

\ 



I t looks like , or makes me feel l ike it i s ope-
11,hat of a discrimi nr.:.t;ton not or~l y f:::ir- Ar.ion Junior but 
:for any f the otht:n• boys t ht:. t .nay hw'i.l been re
eonn;1l'md0d f.!.t thnt tic. . Th1s.:ia boys ':,.ve all -lo tl t 
about :('arty _pounds i n , -;;1gh t , r-~:c .. ivo t wo me1. ls a 

s.y ar1,l wo c ::.u:mct ven s~~nd tlwm a Chr-istn:as p:r1:1sont, 
the same :i.t, we crui send t\e oLJ.. ' L~ boy-o · vBt' f/61'\S -

that i s {te ct·nnot eond a ri.·,ckuge of uny kind othor 
t hs.n tJ1e r aitrul.ar 11 r'ound .,i.. ii:.age every :d:;:ty :isys" 
Amon htts been in the pr iron0 :- of WHr ccr,;.p about eight 
:not, t h s .-,,.rid only r ec(?i ved on<:1 _ ,1.o.ot ge, 

You w'ill nott~ f rom tbe ;,;ncl osrtd tcle:.~ rwn I 
~ient the Chhif Cei-wor tna.t I t,m .,;omowha t, 11e:xe t-cised" 
over their t r eutment . In ono of' f.1.00n I s ls t~1~s he 
stD:tes thRt oolj1e of t he pe..ck.f.lget:J &r l'i ving hi1v been 
twice iM.l arge aa t he r egttl. tion ., · ck~ge '1Q t'ecoi veti 
from me. fJome· of tbe p::.::.ckc.geD con to.ined a~ u:my as 
48 bara of chocoltii,e whilt--: t he Centers r ,srnov ~d les$ 
thM six ouncl;';a of :,rrck.lw: to bucoo ~n ny ~, cb:.i.ge to 
Amon . I am l'rd ti.'l'l g N r n an .,;c> V:i. s , Chairi.nrm c1f the 
Amet'ican ,ed Cro :::ia, i 1d t o ,ranh: Yiuk. - f , Pos t mast er 
General, suegesting tha t th•s:r ,rt, t •)(;e thee- ., i.th th 
C 1ief Censo:r und try and a.dovt iwma aan{➔ , re rnnu.ble 
p l an that w:i.11 not dlsc rin inato .aga .n' t the,· e boys . 

Pnt .. don rue for writing you thi~ lang'thy l otte r . 
1 BJn just .ltteving for1 Haw Yu r i: 8.~tj will be t t11e 
Ri tz-Uarlton Ho cl t he ru~xt week or t en days . If 
you should ha)pen to be in ! ow York ::. wlll be do
li6h t,tid to see you. Mami 1hi l e , 1 ho;;s if you . ·;1:{e 
another journey you 1t.-ri l l be, s . ccenoful '"ld h,:;..ve .hap·)y 
lt:tndin,is as \~iell a s t t:1ke offs. 

Binceraly:1 


