














Russ Hope of Prisone 
1,000 American Officers In Camp Prob( 

~ verrun By Reds _. Unless Mov~ed 

,,[.-~ From Path By Nazis. ,;;r~ 
, ~ By LARRY ALLEN. . ~Pi 

Associated Press war correspondent who was a prisoner of U{ 
Oflag 64 for nearly a year. 

New York, Jan. 23 (AP)~Germany's largest priE 
of. war camp for American Army officers lies in the l 
way of the Russian drive through Northwestern Pola1 

It is khown as Oflag 6'l.and is about 102 miles south of D 
and aqout halfway Eetween Vlarsaw and Berlin. The neare~t ir. 
tant city is ,Poznan (Pozen) .· The camp is on the outskirts o 
village of Szubin. 

(Ma.rshal Stalin's announcement of capture of Inowroclaw 
cates that the Red Army probably has overrun Szubin, on: 
miles to the northwest.) 

The big Russian break-through raises the possibility that it 
mean liberation of American captives, but the Axis usually n 
prisoners to other camps when. one is threatened. 

>,,: * )j( ' 

(The State Department at Washington said the questio 
protecting and arranging for release to Amel'ican authoritit 
·United States prisoners of war liberated in Russian advances 
been taken up with Moscow.) · 

Oflag 64 embraces about seven acres of land. The camp i. 
"home" of more than 1,000 American ground forces officers 
tured in the ·North African, Sicilian, Italiah and Western 1 
campaigns. 

Although the temperature frequently slips below zero, 
American officer receives only two pounds of coal a week. Prise 
sleep on hard board bunks on which are sacks filled · with c, 
straw. Each captive has a pillow of the same material and 
half-size, wafer- thin German Army blankets. 

The American Red Cross succeeded in getting clothing sup 
and bl;mkets to the prisoners, and each week every captive rec, 
a Red Cross food parcel. 
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October 24, 1944 

Miss Edythe Har ding, 
Campbellsville , Kentucky . 

Dear Edie , Her e it is another Sunday and I can ' t think of a thing to 

write . Nothine new ever happens her e , unless some new officers arrive~ 

La tely we have received quite a few and we now have 981 in t he camp . 

What I was first captured , t her e was about JO . Your swel l letters 

have started arriving again , aft er a period of 2 months of no mail. I 

don ' t know your l a t es t address so am sending it to your home . In your 

l ast l ett er something you said about your f riend i n Lousville - --- - - --­

Remember t he boy who said "You ' r e in our troop" ? - - - - - -- - ------------- - ­

He married a nurse in England . Am eagerly waiting f or those pi ctures 

you are going to send . You can 1t imagine how much pictures mean to us . 

V"inter has fina1ly ar r i ved and I spent most of to- day in bed trying t o 

keep warm . After 22 months of t his life I am getting a little tired of 

it . Once I ge t back home , little things that mean nothing to you , wi l l 

be a luxury to me . One thing I am sure of is t hat Jfll never l eave the 

States again . I have seen enough already . I do plan on coming back to 

Kentucky and I am sure we will have some swell times . Give your folks 

my regar ds and for yourself , well just b ' sweeto 
/ 

I 
hope . Miss you lots . Always , 

Amon 

rr11 s ee you soon I 


