PART OF A LETTHER FROM VIRCINIA RYMAN TO RER HONTHER -

(iiiss Ryman is in the Reoreation Nepartuent of
maa?cmuméia located somewhers in Horth

esersansen I have & tale I went 4o tell you and will you call lirs, Jolm
T. Jonas « I think that they live om Yontrose Noulevard (he is Jesse Jones brother)
Perhaps she has heard the story many times - but YI'm surs that she couldn't hear
it too much. 1 should write direetly to her hut I'm not sure of the address

and I want you to hear it too, I couldly hardly believe that I was the one listene
ing . ‘hen lt. Yarren Thresher heard I was from Touston, he eould hardly wait to
know if I imew John Joues, Jr « as he saild the "darndest swell puy I ever met™. ihen
I told him that I had seen him sround the Chronicle - he and Jease Gibson wers pood
friends - and that I know his nephew, Frank Pobo, he was so pleased that he hed
found someone who st least knew John and could tell again the story of his "far
far beyonr the line of duty” heroism. ‘iarren told me the battle, I san't remevber -
and perhaps I shouldn't be allowsd to say if I remesmbered, but the story zoes as I
remember, that inthe bgttle in the Tunisian cepaigzn, John and Herbert Hillendahl
were commanding 8 tanks I believe, with 40 men snd things wers going hard and it
wasa't all a one sided battle with us on the winaing side. TVarren said that time
after time he saw John and Herbert (I'm sure Yrs. Jones will know the one - if I
have a nume sonfused -« I think Tarren sald that he was cormanding John'a cospany
today.) o sut under terriffic fire and bring back their men - over and over and
that becauss of thelr true: devotion to their men and their herole digregard of
self that they were able to ses all of thelr men safe, except three, And then the
most dramatic part of the story - Warren ms as excited telling me about it again
ag I was to hear about i1t, He said that at the last Jolm and Herbert were caught
behind thelr tanks - or at least that was the lmpression I got from the story

and the Zermans hed a direct target on thew. Yarren said that he sew withhis owm
eyes the Cermsn punnor in the tank shoot Pirst %o tze right and then to the left
and over tham and at their feet and Warren says that he is positive that the
Sermen could have blasted them with one twirk of the wrist, that it was harder to
miss them than to hit them, And he sald that it was as plain ag if he'd heard
the Cermen say "They're such true soldiers - such breve boys and such prend sports
that they shall have a chance”., Xe said that it was really : he most dramatic
episode that he has seen and he said thst he couldq't love s brother more than

he does John "That is & man™ he'd say over and over., I'm sure the campalgns are
full of such stories - and the Germans do reaspect us for owr courage, It is &
grand story and I wish that I could tell it in Warren's absorbing way,eeee-e
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