
HEAIIOUARTERS SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTOR 
WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND 

FT. MACARTHUR, CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Amon G. Carter 
Fort ·vorth Star-Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas . 

Dear Mr. Carter : 

April 9 , 1944 

I remember well that you did me a 
mar ked and generous kindness when we were 
leaving Ireland, by cabling your secretary 
and having her call my sister and say that 
you had dined with us the n i ght before, and 
that I was well. She wrote me in Africa of 
her thrill in getting t he message. I faintly 
remember that I wrote and t hanked you. I 
fully intended to do so, and now I can 't re
member f or certa in whether or not I did . In 
any event , I did appre ciate your kindness 
very much . 

I a lso fully intended to write you 
ab out your son's capture, but didn 't get 
around to do so until it seemed entirely too 
l a t e . Summerall's Battalion wa s under me at 
Fai d Pass a t the time, and I lrnew tha t he had 
written you. 

I los t an Ai de , Lt . Goddard, who also 
was cap tured. In add ition, 14 men f rom my 
Headquarters Company were killed or captured . 
~Y other Aide, Lt. Boyd , was killed in a l a ter 
operation. I made it a point to write the 
next of kin of each of t he se men, and I a sked 
each unit commander to do t he same with respect 
to his losses. 

I had a mos t interesting visit with 
the V: iedermans in San Antonio ·when I stopped 
over-night with t hem l as t week . They showed
me the ir scrap books with much about you and 
Amon Jr. in t hem. I told t hem t hat I would 
wr ite you upon my return. They are as much 
interested in Amon Jr's welfare as t hough he 
were a member of the fami ly . I was especia lly 
pl ea sed to read his own a cc ount of his capture. 



The Arabs he l ped many get away , but I t hink 
mos t of t hem wer e like t hose .Amon encountered . 
I understand t hey tricked Colonel ' Ta ters , and 
I gat hered f rom hi s l e tter s t hat Lt. Goddar d . 
had bad luck with t hem, too. 

I s incerely hope t hat .4.mon Jr. is 
continuing to get a long well , and that before 
another Easter rol l s around he wi l l be home , 
safe and soundo 

I came ba ck jus t be f ore t he f inish in 
North Afr ica - shor tly af t er Genera l Vard ' s 
return . I have been on duty here on t he 1Ne s t 
Coast s i nce . k y principal contact wi th t he 
1s t J r mored n ow i s t hrough lett er s fr om Ma jor 
Wiederman . I woul d like to s ee all of t hos e 
fel lows get "rota ted" and a well deserved , 
much needed r est. 

I again apolog i ze f or my failur e· to 
wr ite you sooner . I ·wi sh you and J\lnon Jr. the 
best of luck in t he days ahead . When you 
wri t e your son please ext end to hi m my very 
best wi shes for h i s welfar e . 

Ver y sincerel y , 


