


Lt. Amon G. Carter Jr., left, of Fort Worth, a prisoner of the Germans for 
more than two years, here sh,akes hcvnds with Maj. Gen. Robert C. Macon at 
the 83rd Division wmmand post in Gen nany after being lib erated. The young 
officer's father, Amon G. Carter , publisher of The F ort Worth Star-Telegram, 
is in center. 

Amon Carter Reunited With Son 
Held Prisoner for Two Yea,rs 

It is doubtful that any other Ameri
can father had the privilege that came 
to Amon G. Carter, publisher of The 
J,'ort Worth Star-Telegrcvm:, of meeting 
his son in the very country where he 
was held prisoner for two years. Lt. 
Amon Carter Jr., a prisoner of the 
Germans since Faid Pass, Tunisia, 
more than two years ago, was liberated 
from Luckenwalde prison. 

The Texas publisher was one of 17 
newspapermen to visit the liberated 
prison camps of Germany upon the in
vitation of General Eisenhower. The 
only other Texan to make the trip was 
M. E. Walter, managing editor of The 
Houston Chronicle, who was a prisoner 
of the Germans during World War I. 

The Luckenwalde prison was liber
ated by the R/ussian advance. When the 
visiting editors reached German terri
tory, Frank Conniff, International 
News Service correspondent, went to 
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the camp, 30 miles south of Berlin, 
found Lt. Carter and brought him to 
headquarters of Brig. Gen. Robert C. 
Macon, on the E lbe River. 

The young officer walked up behind 
his father and announced quietly, 
"Here I am, Dad." 

Immediately Lt. Carter began think
ing of the men who had been left be
hind while he was picked to leave the 
camp, and urging that they return for 
the others. 

Lt. Carter and his father were re
united May 5. The young officer has 
been returned to the United States, 
arriving in New York May 20. Mr. 
Carter left Paris May 22 for home, his 
son said. 

Of all his experiences, Lt. Carter 
told newspapermen that the 10 days af
ter his units were cut off at Faid Pass 
were the most harrowing. After he and 
a fellow officer hid in a cave for a 
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week they attempted to get through to 
the American lines but were picked up 
by an Arab patrol when they were 
within hearing distance of American 
artillery. They were beaten unmerci
fully and the yo'ung officer believes 
that only the arrival of a German tank 
saved their lives. They were flown to 
Italy in a German plane and the for
mation was among those attacked reg
ularly by American fighting planes, 
but luckily it was not hit. In Italy, 
Italians vented their spite on the Amer
ican prisoners, spitting on them and 
throwing rocks. 

His imprisonment was climaxed by 
the trip from a Polish prison camp to 
Luckenwalde in freezing weather, when 
the men marched 100 miles in six days 
before being transferred to boxcars for 
the final stage of their t r ip. 

"We had neither food nor water. And 
when we passed through Berlin on 
Feb. 3, they left us locked in our box
cars throughout the biggest Allied day
light air raid in history. 

"More than 1,200 planes dropped 
blockbusters all around while we hud
dled at a siding near the Templehof 
airfield," he said. 

For a month after reaching Lucken
walde, the prisoners had no food, and 
Lt. Carter paid tribute to the Nor
wegian prisoners, who shared every
thing they had and who, he believes, 
saved their lives. After the first month, 
Red Cross parcels arrived. 

When the Russians overran the 
camp, German counterattacks made im
possible any attempt by American 
troops to get in and withdraw the pris
oners without confusing the military 
situation. 

Lt. Carter is not embittered by his 
imprisonment of two years, although 
he did not hear a r adio or see a news
paper or magazine during the entire 
period. 

"I understand they are going to per
mit repatriated prisoners to become 
guards over German prisoners of war," 
the young officer said. "It's a darned 
good idea. 

"If we tried on them the tricks 
they've played on American prisoners, 
maybe they'd appreciate that two can 
play the same game." 

The Fort Worth publisher said the 
most surprising phase of his trip was 
seeing Germany's undamaged country
side, although he was aware of the 
military import of the bombing destruc
tion he had seen in the Ruhr valley. 

He spoke of fat cattle and horses he 
saw throughout rural Germany, of un
touched farm houses and villages, all 
indicative of the lack of starvation in 
Germany's agricultural section. 
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