Letter to lirs, ficosevelt from Basil O'Connor, Chalrman American
Red Cross for !rs. Stuart G, Velch
267 Delawure Avenue, Duffelo, New York

iy dear s, Roosovelt:

I have dolayed some days in answoring youwr letter of Jenuary lst because our
Prisoners of War Section cabled Go Geneva in order to have the exuct ploture regarding
supplies shipped to (flag 64 during the lust quarter of 1944.

The answer to this cable has Jjust come in and I an attaching herewith two tables
showing the amount of goods ammmwwmwwmhg&dmmm,
November, and Decenbor 1944

Ag the strength of this camp, according to the last reports, was about one
thousand officers, you can see that rether subblbantial smounts of goods have been
shipped, In particulsr, you will note that 19,420 stendard food percels, of oleven
pounds each, were shipped to Oflag 64 during th.» laust quarter of 1944.

The number of our prisoners of war in Durope has recently increased very rapidly.
On the other hand, as you know, the Mursellle-lhone Valley~fwitzerland railroad line,
over which all of our goods previously moved, was cut off for four monthe this summer
during the hostilities in France, Fortuna we had anticipated and accumdated
substantial reserves in Switzerland which ewaiaﬁ our men in the canps in Germany to .
be served all through the summer montha, Actually, except in one or two exceptional
ingtances, and then only briefly, the service of supply to owr prisoners in Germany
has been continuous., Coods are moving into all the camps now in substantial quantitlies,
1“b(:t!z from Switzerlend and from Sweden over a new route via Coteborg which was opened

1 fsn-

¢ Few people renlise the intricate task of owr War Prisoners Section in the

American Red Cross. They huve not only moved the goods on schedtle from here, but
far ahead of schedule, lirs, ilolmes hag told you recently part of the story. Here
is the chain between the American Red Crogs end an Americsn prisoners

1) american Red Cross

to

2) Internationnl flled Cross
to

3) Gernan Ned Cross

via

4) Germun Railways (umder constant bonmbardment)
to

5) Americun Camp lesder in the German prison camp,

We actually control only the first link in the five above links, in getiing ald
from this country %o a prisoner of war, NMowever, owr I'risoners of mw Relief Section
is constantly on the alert to influence and activate the functioning of the remaining
four links. For fifteen months without a break and on the word of Colonel Drake
(formerly American Cemp lLesder in Oflag 64) and of our own statistics, every American
in Oflag 64 has received one food parcel a weel,

It 48 to be regretted that there was a tenporary Lireak in the food parcel supply
to Oflag G4 in November. lHowever, we have definite confirmation now that the men at



thls camp are again regularly receiving thelr packages.
fSincerely yours,

Chalroan

Urs. Franklin D, Hoosevelt
The White House
Fashington, D, C,



COPY.

SUIPMENTS 20 (FLAG O4
OCT OBER HOVEMBER DECEHBER
SFP* : 6,388 13,032
Blankets 600 300 600
bathrobes 45
Drawers, wool 600 2,100
Gloves, wool, pairs 900 1,200
uufflers 720 300
Overcoats 150
Shoe camp repalr kite
(for 1,000 nen) 2
Shoe repair material
(for 1,000 men) 2 ;
Shoebrushes 364 2,016
Shoe polish, tins 2,016
Toilet paper rodls 4,200
Insecticide, tins 768 3,840
Pajamas 100
Shirts, flannel 400
Shoes 197
Slippers 60
Trousers, wool 800
Undershirts, wool 1,500 2,100
Safety pins, dom, - 120
Clothes brushes 1,056
Razor blade sharpeners 2
Tooth brushes 960
Tooth powder 1,008
Hatches, booklets : 5,000
Towels, bath 1,000
Capture parcels 720

*Standard food parcels, As of September 20th, the camp had a reserve of 4,550 SPP
Jﬂnuary 13’ 1%5

Oste 3 Oflag 04 had 4,550 food parcels in stock
Nove & .8 N 632 0 " " ]
lov, 8 2,496 parcels were shipped from Geneva
Hov, 9 3.892 " " " " "

During the month of December 13,032 food parkages were shipped to
Of hg (7
The American Red Cross has cabled %o the International Red Cross in

Geneva asking that a Swiss Inspector be sent to visit Qflag 64 and
cable a report,



