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NEWS 
Fort Worth's new smoking 
ban affects area residents. 
TOMORROW 

    

TCU 

  

  

  

OPINION 
Construction prevents a good 
night's sleep. 
PAGE 3 
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SPORTS 
Track star and coach lead 

team into the 2008 season. 

  

Program aims to capitalize on changing area economy 
By LANDON DINNIN 
Staff Reporter 
  

A new energy technology 

and management minor open 

to all majors will be brought 

before the Undergraduate 

Council for consideration 
Friday. 

Already approved by the Col- 

lege Committee, the minor is 

an incorporation of the Neeley 

School of Business, the College 

of Science and Engineering and 

the AddRan College of Human- 

ities and Social Sciences. 

Ken Morgan, associate dean 

and director of operations for 

the new Energy Institute, said 

he is helping to push the minor 

to be accepted by the Under- 

graduate Committee. 

Morgan described a tentative 

list of classes students can take 

to earn the minor. Included 

are a variety of classes from 

the business and economics 

departments and a new geolo- 

gy class, From Prospect to Pro- 

duction, which Morgan said is 

an overview of the entire pro- 

cess of a drilling company. 

“Our hope is that those 

courses will help some stu- 

dents prepare to be able to 

study at that level to either get 

into the petroleum engineering 

side or the geological manage- 

ment side of a company that 

is studying the Barnett Shale,” 

Morgan said. 

The Barnett Shale is a natu- 

ral gas deposit, which Morgan 

said he believes will produce $5 
billion to $10 billion a year for 

the local economy in the forin 

of potential job opportunities 

and industry expansion. 

Richard Hanson, geology 

department chairman, said 

the proposed minor would give 

students a balanced series of 

courses that could help them 

in the petroleum industry. 

Because there is so much 

going on in the petroleum 

career field locally and glob- 

ally, Hanson said, the addition 

of the new minor could make 

students a more competitive 

and appealing to petroleum 

businesses. 

Andrew Schoolmaster, dean 

of AddRan, said AddRan is 

involved with the proposition 

because economics majors are 

one of the groups being tar- 

geted as candidates for taking 

up the new minor because of 

their background with supply 

and demand analysis. 

“The minor is a really good 

example of a new interdisci- 

plinary program responding 

to some of the market needs 

in the area driven by the Bar- 

nett Shale and its development 

here in Fort Worth,” School- 

master said. 

  

Report indicates 
relationships tied 
to retention rates 
By JORDAN HAYGOOD 

Features Editor 
  

As administrators say the 

university is growing toward 

a better learning community, 

retention rates are increas- 

ing. 

Mike Scott, director of schol- 

arships and financial aid, said 

TCU has risen three percent- 
age points, from 83 percent 

retention to 86 percent, in the 

past three years. 

According to a report from 

the 2007 Student Success Ini- 

tiative, the uni- 

versity hopes to 

reach 88 per- 

cent retention by 

2010. 

Scott said the 

initiative began 

in 2005 as a way 

to help the uni- 

versity from a 

“physically sound 

aspect.” 

“When we started the initia- 

tive we did not think we had a 

problem with retention rates,” 

he said. “This is a big deal for 

us. The increase reflects how 

the university is doing what 

we're supposed to do.” 

According to the report, 

each percentage point increase 

in retention means $410,000 in 

returns to the university. 

However, Scott said, those 

numbers can be misleading. 

“The money amount that the 

report gives does not account 

for the amount we give out 

for scholarships and financial 

aid,” he said. “That number is 

a broad gross tuition rate. We 

do not want students just for 

the money.” 

Chancellor Victor Boschini 

said high retention rates are a 

great reputation to have relat- 

ing to both prospective stu- 

dents and parents. 

“Reputation is key because 

it sends a positive signal to our 

students and parents that we 

have a commitment when we 

graduate,” he said. 

For a lot of prospective stu- 

dents, Scott said, reputation is 

also based off of rankings. 

“When you look at certain 

rankings, such as US News, a 

big part of those is made up by 

retention,” Scott said. “As much 

as you hate it, a lot of peo- 

“Reputation is key 
because it sends a 
positive signal to 
our students and 

parents that we have “A 
a commitment when 

we graduate.” 

Victor Boschini 

chancellor 

ple will base their decisions 

of which colleges to apply for 

off of the rankings.” 

According to the report, 

findings to date suggest that 

peer relationships are most 

important in the retention 

process. 

Cathy Coghlan , associ- 

ate director of institutional 
research, said a study was 

sent to students about a match 

between expectations and 

experiences, which revealed 

students leaving after one 

semester do so 

because they 

haven't made 

social connec- 

tions. 

great 

example would 

be students in 

Greek organi- 

zations have 

higher reten- 

tion than those 

that are not,” she said. “It is 

all about making those con- 

nections any way you can — 

sometimes those connections 

are not as visible as the Greek 

organizations.” 

Boschini agreed. 

“Some students may give 

you different excuses but 

usually the main reason for 

leaving is they do not feel con- 

nected,” he said. “It is defi- 

nitely a challenge to get all 

students connected, but the 

students have to go out there 

and make an effort.” 

Scott said some students 

have left because of tuition 

increases, but this does not 

appear to significantly affect 

retention rates. 

“Basing retention off of 

tuition is a very difficult criteri- 

on to get your hands around,” 

he said. “A lot of students will 

say it is cost — it’s really not. 

It is easier for students to put 

the blame on tuition.” 

Since tuition and retention 

are rising at the same time, 

Boschini said he does not see 

tuition as a problem because 

schools with higher tuition 

often have higher retention. 

To combat the loss of stu- 

dents through transfer, Scott 

said, the university is starting 

an external recruit-back-pro- 

See RETENTION, page 2 

  

BASKETBALL IDOL 

    

  

  

ANH PHAM / Staff Photographer 

Senior radio-TV-film major Lauren King sings the national anthem during halftime of a men’s basketball game against the University of New Mexico on Tuesday at Daniel- 
Meyer Coliseum. King is one of the contestants in National Anthem Idol, a contest by the athletics marketing department. 

Students compete in national anthem contest 
By BIBEK BHANDARI 
Staff Reporter 

reverberated through the coliseum. 

King, one of the contestants for the 
  

Silence engulfed the buzzing at the 

Daniel-Meyer Coliseum before TCU 

played New Mexico. 

As senior radio-TV-film major Lau- 

ren King took center stage and sang 

the national anthem Tuesday, her voice 

National Anthem Idol contest orga- 

nized by athletics marketing depart- 

ment, unveiled her vocal aptitude in 

front of more than 3,000 people. 

“It was just another performance,” 

said King, who has been singing the 

national anthem at volleyball and base- 

ball games. “I liked it a lot.” 

King is one of the seven contestants 

who have been performing at the TCU 

basketball games. : 

The audition for the National Anthem 

Idol began November at the Universi- 

See ANTHEM, page 2 

  

Changes to minor raise participation 
By PATTY ESPINOSA 
Staff Reporter 
  

When Jill C. Havens became 

the British and Colonial/Post- 

colonial Studies minor pro- 

gram director in 2005, three 

students were enrolled in the 

program. Because of recent 

changes, the award-winning 

minor now boasts 11 students 

as declared minors. 

Havens said some key 

changes were made to the 

minor — one course was 

eliminated in favor of other 

areas of study, transfer credit 

limitations were eased and 

course requirements changed 

to incorporate other depart- 

ments around the universi- 
ty. 

This year alone, the num- 

ber of declared minors 

has doubled, Havens said. 

Michael Butler, associate 

dean of AddRan College of 

Humanities and Social Sci- 

ences, said he was not sur- 

prised at all by the number 
increase. 

“The program is very fac- 

ulty and student-driven, and 

we hope to see it continue 

to grow in the future,” But- 
ler said. 

Katy Garrison, a British 

studies minor, said she hasn't 

felt a change because she was 

grandfathered into the origi- 
nal program. 

Havens said the changes 

make the minor more flexible 

and able to better suit the 

needs of more students. 

Havens said students used 

to be limited to nine hours 

of transfer credit from TCU’s 

See MINORS, page 2 

    

WEATHER 
TODAY: Mostly cloudy, 55/29 

TOMORROW: Partly cloudy, 42/26 

SATURDAY: Mostly sunny, 55/27 

PECULIAR FACT 
MASTIC, N.Y. — Police say a man was arrested 

this week for walking on a highway with a 
14-foot python wrapped around him. 

— Associated Press 

TODAY'S HEADLINES 
NEWS: Tuition promises become more common, page 4 
  

OPINION: New toys teach poor fiscal values, page 3 
  

SPORTS: Track season gets a running start, page 6 

CONTACT US 
Send your questions, 

compliments, complaints 

and hot tips to the staff at 
NEWS@DAILYSKIFF.COM 

LL  



  

r
n
 

a 

2 NEWS TCU Daily Skiff | Thursday, January 17, 2008 

              

YOUR TCU 

FROM THE T 
  

  
JEF LARREMORE / Special to the Skiff 

Workers assemble the refinished Frog Fountain on Dec. 12. Jef Larremore, the Web services coordinator for Student Affairs, watched the fountain go up last month and 
took this photo from the roof of the Brown-Lupton Student Center. To see more photos, visit the Skiff's newsroom blog at blogs.tcudailyskiff.com. If you have photos 
for the Skiff you can send them to yourtcu@dailyskiff.com. 

  

MINORS 
fompage! | 

including the British Isles, 

Australia and India, will 

allow courses to transfer 

and apply toward the pro- 

gram in the future. 

“The best part 
the London Centre apply to the the 

minor. Other study abroad sites, is studying 

abroad,” Gar- 

rison said. “I 

London Centre last year. Now, 

up to 12 hours can be trans- 

ferred in, and all courses from about 

program 

            

TTT {HG 
Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington, 
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley, 

was in London 

in 2005 when 

it was bombed, 
     

so it was really 

Attorney at Law 

3024 Sandage Ave. 

Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793 

817.924.3236 

“We're happy to have stu- 

dents from other depart- 

ments take our theatre 

classes in London,” said   

“The program is very 
faculty and student- 
driven, and we hope 
to see it continue to 

grow in the future.” 

Michael Butler 

Harry Parker, chair of the 

TCU theatre department. 

The minor focuses on the 

culture and history of Great 

Britain and its former and 

current colonies, accord- 

ing to the pro- 

gram brochure. 

Another focal 

point listed in 

the brochure is 
globalization 

and the impact 

Great Britain 

political science. 

“(The minor) supports 

the university's mission 

statement and puts empha- 

sis on the global commu- 

nity,” Havens said. 

The program’s mission is 

to provide students with 

an understanding of Brit- 

ain’s history and culture in 

order to boost the under- 

standing of globalization 

in today’s society, accord- 

ing to its Web site. 
, scary.” associate dean, > i 's avens said she believes Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and SC ay : : fonts ies to Havens said she helioues 

elsewhere in Tarrant County, 1e London AddRan College 1ave on the rest the progra m now : nas 
theatre pro- of Humanities and of the world. more visibility, publicity 

*No promises as to results. gram is one Social Sciences To emphasize and increased leadership *Any fine and any court costs de : Sci delence: : am’s than it did before. F . - feed such option the program’s than it did before. Future 
are not included in fee for legal that is avail ——————— goals, Havens plans for the British stud- 
representation. able for stu- said the depart- ies minor include more 
James R. Mallory dents. ment molded the minor into publicity, more student 

involvement and other 

events and functions that 

highlight the focus of the 

minor, she said. 

an interdisciplinary area of 

study courses from a vari- 

ety of departments such as 

art history, journalism and 

      www.lamesMallory.com 
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+Full-ride and $15,000 
Scholarships available 

+$900/year for books 

monthly stipend: 

$300-freshmen | 
$350-sophomore 1 

$450-junior   $500-senior 

            

Express scholarships 

for electrical or computer 

engineering, nursing, and 

Russian 

    

A college elective that leads to a great career! 
     

   

Not to mention... 

-Officer’s Commission 

-Starting pay over $40,000 

-30 days paid vacation a year 

-Low cost life insurance 

Get started today by 
calling 817-257-6470 or 
email us at 
tcuafrotc@tcu.edu 

  

ANTHEM 
From page 1 
  

ty Recreation Center. It was 

an open call for anyone 16 

to 28, said Mandi Lynne 

Knight, marketing assis- 

tant and coordinator of the 

event. Fifteen participants, 

all TCU students, showed up 

for the preliminary round 

and were judged on how 

well they knew the words 

of the national anthem, how 

well they hit the musical 

notes and their voice qual- 

ity, Knight said. 

“I was really surprised by 

the turnout,” said John Fes- 

tervand, assistant director 

of athletics marketing. “It'll 

grow into a tradition.” 

The 15 participants were 

narrowed to seven, who have 

been performing at basket- 

ball games. Four semi-final- 

ists will be chosen through 

online voting at TCU'’s ath- 

letics Web site, -gofrogs. 

com. The athletics market- 

ing department, 

athletics director 

Danny Morrison 

and season tick- 

et holders who 

have heard all 

the contestants 

will judge the 

“College sports 
are not only about 

games. It’s what goes 
on around the game 
that makes it fun.” 

George Bradford 

who has listened to all the 

contestants, praised King’s 
performance. 

“She’s the best one I've 

ever heard,” she said. 

Knight said the National 

Anthem Idol contest was 

proposed to boost atten- 
dance at the games. 

She said the main objec- 

tive of the show focused on 

creating a competition that 

would last for several years, 
promote TCU’s diverse tal- 

ent and honor the nation in 

a unique way. 

Festervand said the com- 

petition also helps add to the 

environment at Daniel-Mey- 

r Coliseum. 

“We put a great product 

on the court but one of our 

goals was to enhance our 

overall fan experience,” Fes- 

tervand said. “By doing the 

national anthem we're hop- 

ing the fans have fun and 

come back.” 

George Bradford, class of 

'64, said anything the athlet- 

ics department 

does to help the 

fans have a bet- 

ter experience 

at the games is 

good. 

College 

sports are not 
winner. alumnus only about 

“Everyone games,” Brad- 

in the compe- ford said. “It’s 

tition has a distinct voice 

and that’s what makes it 

unique,” Knight said. "They 

all love to sing and share 

the same passion of sing- 

ing, and TCU students really 

want to do something pos- 

itive that showcases their 

talent while honoring our 
nation.” 

King heard about the 

contest through e-mail and 

went for the audition. 

“I've been singing my 

entire life,” King said. “I'll 

be happy and excited if I 

win, and it wouldn’t put a 

scar on me if I lose.” 

Joan Robinson, one of the 

event staffers at the game 

what goes on around the 

game that makes it fun.” 

The National Anthem Idol 

will get a prize package 

from the athletics depart- 

ment, open the 2008 base- 

ball season with the national 

anthem and perform at a 

public venue, which will be 

disclosed March 8. 

The preliminary round 

will end Jan. 30, and the 

four semi-finalists will 

perform in the following 

games until Feb. 2. The 
National Anthem Idol will 

be announced March 8 dur- 

ing halftime of the final 

game against Baylor. 

  

RETENTION 
From page 1 
  

gram to begin this year. 

Scott said the universi- 

ty always follows up on stu- 

dents. 

“If a student does transfer 

to another school, we stay in 

touch with them by sending 

them information and per- 

sonal phone calls,” he said. 

With two more percentage 

points to reach the final goal, 

Coghlan said, the next three 

years will be the most diffi- 

cult. 

“We have already done 

what we think we have done 

— the obvious ways to raise 

retention,” she said. “These 

last points are going to be 
hard.” 

Scott said when the faculty 

sat down to look at how to raise 

retention they forgot a simple 

attempt: personally calling the 

students who had not enrolled 

for the following semester. 

“As crazy as it sounds, a 

major issue is students actu- 

ally forget to sign up for class- 

es,” he said. “Then we have 

the students who are in grade 

trouble and just freeze, and as 

many times as we try to help 

them, they just do not move 

forward.” 

Boschini, Coghlan and Scott 

all agreed to raise retention 

even more, it is going to take 

a joint effort from everyone on 
campus. 

“Next year we are actually 

going to have a faculty-wide 

common reading to get them 

all on one level,” Boschini said. 

“We now are going into the 

most difficult stages and it is 

going to take a combined effort 

out of everyone — campus, fac- 

ulty, staff and students.” 
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Higher tuition worth it 
ampus construction is boom- 
ing and tuition increases steadily 
each year, which often leaves stu- 

dents wishing they weren't born in the 
late 1980s to avoid dealing with the uni- 
versity’s burst in development. 

Students may not know exactly how 
the university spends its money or why 
it asks for more each year. But by think- 
ing positively, some may find satisfac- 
tion by knowing that in years to come 
TCU will be better than it is today. 

The sacrifices and adjustments stu- 
dents make today in dealing with cam- 
pus construction and higher tuition 
costs should be thought of as good 
deeds or a monetary contribution to the 
university's growing prestige. 

TCU’s retention rates have increased 
by three percentage points since 2005, 
which positively suggests TCU will be 
ranked higher in future college rank- 

Opi 
THE SKIFF VIEW 

rates. 

worth it. 

@ TCU Daily Skiff 

11011 
Thursday, January 17, 2008 

  

tive calls for an additional two-point ] 
retention increase by 2010. 

While university sources admit high- 

er retention is usually accompanied by 

higher tuition costs, they claim social 

connections among students are the 

final determining factor in retention 

It is unlikely that strong social con- 

nections have suddenly become easier 

for students to obtain in recent years. It 

is also unclear as to whether new cam- 

pus facilities are produced in an effort 

to make students interact with each oth- 

er more often, and thus, be more social- 
ly connected. 

If a tuition increase, in fact, means a 

retention rate increase, make it clear. If 

tuition rates can make TCU a much bet- 

ter place in the future, the raise may be 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 
“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more 
important than any other” 

— Abraham Lincoln 

BY WAYNE STAYSKAL 
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ings. The 2007 Student Success Initia- 

Better labeling beneficial to buyers 
Being an American con- 

sumer gets harder every 
day. 

You have to consider 

the value, the nutrition 

(if it’s food) and whether 

the product was ethically 

produced. 

On top 

of these 

already 

difficult 

choices, 

more and 

more prod- 

ucts hit 

the shelves 

every day 

making these decisions 

COMMENTARY a 

  

Alex Zobel 

~— 

more complicated. 

But don’t get too 

stressed out just yet. Help 

is on the way. 

Several companies 

are developing systems 

designed to help shop- 

pers make the right 

decisions. At your local 

grocery store you may 

soon find a rating next 

to every product. 

Right now these rat- 

ing systems are being 

designed specifically for 

food products. Depending 

on which system is being 

used, foods will have 

numerical, star or letter 

Associate editor Ashleigh Whaley 

Jor the editorial board. 

ratings next to the prod- 

ucts that show how nutri- 
tious it is. 

While this is a great 

idea, it shouldn't stop at 
nutrition. 

Consumers nowadays 

care about more than just 

buying something that is 

good for them. They want 

products that are good for 

the world, too. 

People want to buy 

products that are ethi- 

cally produced. They 

want to do business with 

companies they trust 

and companies that pay 

fair wages, are mindful 
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of the environment and 

have a history of ethical 

management practice. 

An unbiased third par- 

ty organization should 

create a rating system 

that evaluates the social 

and environmental 

responsibility of com- 

panies. These ratings 

should be posted on 

or next to the product 

when put in retail stores. 

Negative ratings 

would inevitably end 

up next to some prod- 

ucts, which would hurt 

a store’s sales of those 

particular items. 

However, stores with 

the rating system would 
attract more customers 

on average than stores 

without it. 

The only real problem 

with implementing a sys- 

tem like this would be to 

find an outside company 

that would truly remain 

on the outside. 

It would be easy for 

these rating organiza- 

tions to develop a bias 

or be unfairly influ- 

enced by the companies 

they were evaluating. 

Assuming an orga- 

nization was up to the 

task, these rating sys- 

tems would make the 

world a better place and 

everyone's life less com- 

plicated. 
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Alex Zobel is an alumnus 

Srom Albuquerque, N.M.   

eth Davidson 

date them. 

With more 

students living 

on campus and 

more students 

trying to get 

a good night's 

sleep, one would 

expect noise lev- 

   

     

els to not be a problem. 

This is not so. 

Students are consistently 

disturbed by yard work first 

thing in the morning on week- 

ends and irritating sounds 

of drills and construction 

machines disrupt the usually 

silent nights. 

How is a student supposed 

to get any sleep on campus? 

TCU should take this problem 

Construction noise 
burdens residents 

To help create a living com- 

munity at TCU, freshmen and 

sophomores are required to live 

on campus, and more dorms 

have been built to accommo- 

COMMENTARY ea 

and when to try to catch up on 

construction deadlines. 

It's not fair to the students 

who choose to or are required to 

live on campus to be disturbed 

by racket at such inconvenient 
times. 

Students need all the sleep 

they can get, especially when 

trying to catch up on weekends. 

A lawn mower at 7 a.m. is 
not idyllic. 

Hearing the echoes of con- 

struction at 2 and 3 a.m. while 

trying to sleep is also an 

annoyance. 

Administrators need to be 
more considerate of the fact 

that students are trying to live 

their lives and do not appre- 

ciate being disturbed at all 

hours of the day and night. 

Yard work and construction 

may be important, but not as 

important as a good night’s 

sleep is to a college student. 
  

into account when deciding what 

to get the yard work done 
Elizabeth Davidson is a junior news- 

editorial journalism major from Austin. 

  

  

  

Sure. They have special 

edition Monopoly games 

for pretty much whatever 

you are into. There is the 
SpongeBob 

SquarePants 

edition, the 

Transformers Collector’s 

edition, the Disney edition, 

even the Boston Red Sox 

World Series Champions 

Collector’s edition. 

I have nothing against 

Monopoly games. 

I think they are actu- 

ally a fairly good way to 

teach kids about money, 

except that the newest ver- 

sion is called the Electronic 

Banking edition. Its com- 

mercial has a girl talking 

about how fast she can play 

COMMENTARY 

Gretchen Hollis 

the game now. “Fast and 

without cash. That's how I 

play,” she says. 

Besides taking the fun 

out of the game by tak- 

ing away paper money, I 

think this can give kids 

the wrong idea about how 

valuable money is. If they 

learn that a swipe of a card 

is all it takes to buy what- 

ever they want, they will be 

in for a big surprise when 

they get out into the real 

world. 

Another trendy toy on 

the market is the Bar- 

bie Fashion Fever Shop- 

ping Boutique Play Set. It 

comes with a pink shiny 

fake credit card so you can 
let Barbie shop until she 

drops. But instead of ever 

having the card get rejected 

for insufficient funds, kids 

can go on shopping forever 

without a credit card limit. 

If kids learn there are 

never any negative con- 

sequences for 

using credit 

cards for what- 

ever they want, 

how respon- 

sible will they 

be when they 

are old enough 

to get a credit card of their 

own? 

And then there is the 

worst product of all that is 

geared toward young girls. 

The Hello Kitty debit 

card. 

“Children should have 

fun being kids. Not 
pretend to be adults 
and use credit cards.” 

Gretchen Hollis 

The popular children’s 

brand is available as a Mas- 

terCard debit card. This 

sounds ridiculous, consid- 

ering you must be at least 

18 to sign up for a card. 

A vice president for San- 

rio Inc., owner 

of Hello Kitty 

products, told 

the Washington 

Post their tar- 

get age group 

for the credit 

card is about 10 
to 14. So they are hoping 

parents will sign up for the 

card to “teach their chil- 

dren how to manage their 

finances.” 

I think that is absolutely 

ridiculous. Children should 

have fun being kids, not 

pretend to be adults and 

use credit cards. 

Lately, we have been 

warned about dangerous 

toys that may contain lead 

and put young children at 

health risks. But we are 

not really warned about 

the kind of values certain 

toys may be teaching chil- 
dren. 

I'm sure these toy manu- 

facturers are just trying to 

keep up with the times and 

modern technology. But 

I think some sort of dis- 

claimer should be included 

with the toys to warn par- 

ents and children of the 

dangers of using credit 

cards for trivial purchases. 

+ New toys for girls promote poor spending practices 
Of course, parents (prob- 

ably) hold the most respon- 

sibility for teaching their 

own children how to be 

financially responsible. 

But parents will need to 

beware of toys like these 

when children are at a vul- 

nerable age where impres- 

sions they get from these 

games may carry over into 
their life. 

It is important for par- 

ents to draw the line 

between games and real 
life. 

After all, who are kids 

going to expect to bail 

them out of financial jams 
when they are older? 

Gretchen Hollis is an 
  

alumna from Snyder. 
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Cities, students cashing in on 
By TIM JONES 

Chicago Tribune 

  

  
CHICAGO — John and Tashia 

Morgridge donated $175 million 

of their personal wealth to fund 

college scholarships for thou- 

sands of Wisconsin high school 
graduates. 

The University of Pittsburgh 

Medical Center earlier this 

month committed $100 million 

to help all future graduates of 

Pittsburgh Public Schools go to 
college. 

And in Kalamazoo, Mich., 

which triggered a nationwide 

movement two years ago with 
a privately funded guarantee to 

pick up the 4-year tuition tab 

for any graduate of that city’s 

school system, officials are 

almost awestruck by the results 

— a dramatic increase in stu- 

dent enrollment, lower dropout 

rates and small but encouraging 

signs of economic development 

in a struggling city. 

“There’s been a bigger buzz 

than we thought there would 

be,” said Bob Jorth, executive 

administrator of the Kalamazoo 

Promise. “Given the fact that 

we're in Michigan and there 

aren't a lot of jobs, we've been 

pleased.” 

Tuition guarantees are gain- 

ing momentum across the 

nation, with more than 20 cit- 

ies either establishing such 

programs or planting the idea 

in hopes that private donors 

or taxpayers will pony up the 

money to help offset staggering 

increases in college costs. At the 

same time, these programs also 

aim to attract new businesses 

and spur home ownership. 

It is too early to draw con- 

clusions about the effectiveness 

of these fledgling programs, 

scattered around the country 

in places like El Dorado, Ark., 

and Hammond, Ind. While 

the Kalamazoo Promise has 

generated tremendous inter- 

est, economists point out that 

many communities do not have 

the private wealth that Kalama- 

zoo has. And school officials 

caution that the programs, by 

themselves, guarantee only that 

a student will be able to go to 

college. 

“Though this may have some 

attractiveness as a philanthropic 

act to help kids go to college, if 

they do not have the study skills 

and the academic wherewithal, 

they're still going to drop out,” 

said Mark Roosevelt, superin- 

tendent of Pittsburgh Public 
Schools. 

“What we do not know is 

whether the percentage of kids 

going to college and staying it 

through and graduating will be 

very good,” Roosevelt added. 

The Pittsburgh Promise, as it 

is known, is intended to provide 

tuition guarantees for students 

attending Pennsylvania colleges 

and universities, starting with 

the 2,500-student graduating 

class of 2008, Roosevelt said. 

The $100 million commitment 

from the University of Pitts- 

burgh Medical Center is a so- 

called challenge grant, designed 
to encourage other donors to 

kick in another $150 million. 

Roosevelt said the Pittsburgh 

Promise is only one piece of 

a larger school reform effort 

designed to improve the qual- 

ity of graduates of the city’s 
28,000-student system. 

The early results from Kal- 

amazoo suggest that most of 

  

  

  
  

SHAWANO CLEARY / Chicago Tribune via MCT 

Lauryn Scott, 19, a sophomore at Michigan State University, reads to her cousin. Some cities, including at least one 
in Michigan, have set up tuition guarantee programs to offset increasing college costs. 

the 360-plus students who 

took advantage of the Kala- 

mazoo Promise are at least 

surviving college. Jorth said 

the rate of student retention 

— those who return to school 

after their freshman year — is 

about 60 percent, a little above 

the national average. 

One who returned for her 

sophomore year is Lauryn Scott, 

who is majoring in marketing at 

Michigan State University. “This 

is a great opportunity for me,” 

Scott ‘said. “This is saving me 

a lot of money.” 

The Kalamazoo 

guarantees full payment of 

four years of tuition and fees 

Promise 

at any of Michigan's 44 pub- 

lic colleges and universities for 

graduates of Kalamazoo Pub- 

lic Schools. Tuition support var- 

ies, depending on the number 

of years that graduates spent 

in the system. The guarantee 

is paid for by anonymous pri- 

vate corporate donors, widely 

believed to include the family of 

Stryker Corp., a medical prod- 

ucts supplier. Projections esti- 

mate an eventual annual cost 
of up to $10 million. 

John Morgridge, chairman 

emeritus of Cisco Systems Inc., 

and the endowment he estab- 

lished with his wife, Tashia, 

would award about 2,000 

grants of $1,000 to $5,000 for 

the 2008-09 school year, and 

about 3,000 grants annually 
after that. 

At the very least, tuition-guar- 

antee programs are an invest- 

ment in opportunity, making 

college a reality for students 

who would not otherwise be 

able to attend college. Accord- 

ing to a report from the Col- 

lege Board, average tuition and 

fees, through the 10-year period 

ending with the 2004-05 school 

year, jumped 51 percent at pub- 

lic 4-year colleges and univer- 
sities. 

Bob Watson, the public school 

superintendent in El Dorado, 

Ark., said the percentage of his 

schools’ students going to col- 

lege leaped this year from 55 
percent to 83 percent. 

“You don’t hear that around 

here, given our demograph- 

ics,” Watson said of his city of 

21,000 people near the Louisi- 

ana border. “What it’s doing for 

tuition agreements 
FOR YOUR INFO 

How tuition 

guarantees 

can work 

Kalamazoo, Mich. — Funded 
by private donors with four-year 
tuition-and-fee guarantee at a 
Michigan state-supported col- 
lege or university, for graduates 
of Kalamazoo Public Schools. 

Hammond, Ind. — High school 
students of parents who live 
in Hammond are eligible for ° 
$30,000 in tuition assistance, 
for any public or private col- 
lege or university in Indiana, 
provided they have a 3.0 grade 
point average or a 2.5 GPA with 
a 1,000 SAT score on reading 
and math or a 21 ACT score on 
reading and math. Supported by 
casino revenues. 

Pittsburgh — Paid for by ini- 
tial grant of $100 million from 
University of Pittsburgh Medical. 
Center, covering all graduates 
of Pittsburgh Public Schools. 
Applies to Pennsylvania state 
schools and all postsecondary 
schools in Allegheny County. 

El Dorado, Ark. — Funded 
by Murphy Oil Corp., the plan 
offers graduates of El Dorado 
High School up to five years of 
tuition and fees at any Arkansas 
public university. 

our kids is unbelievable. These are 

kids who never thought they'd be 

going to college.” 

At the same time, the number 

of students enrolling in El Dorado 

Public Schools has jumped in the 

past year, Watson said. Over the 

past 15 years, enrollment dropped 

by 55 to 130 students annually. 

Enrollment jumped by about 150 

this year, he said. 

  

Internet textbook retailers compete for real-time profits 
By VICTORIA BEKIEMPIS 

The (University of South 
Florida) Oracle 

~ TAMPA, Fla. — Entrepreneurs 

seeking to tap into the $7 bil- 

lion college textbook industry by 

claiming to offer cheaper, easi- 

er Internet-based alternatives to 

the campus bookstore are clam- 

oring to join the online market- 

place. Five textbook vendors 

have launched or began offering 

expanded services since July. 

The textbook industry, which 

has long criticized used and alter- 

native book vendors for stripping 

its profits and inflating textbook 

prices, has also jumped online, 

bypassing retail middlemen 

and selling electronic textbooks 

directly to students. 

Although many campus book- 

stores sell textbooks online as 

well, trade groups representing 

them said stores and managers 

remain wary of purely online 
operations. 

They say these electronic ven- 

dors could hurt universities. Many 

bookstores pay schools a percent- 

age of their sales or are staffed 
by students, so a chunk out of 

their bottom line could strike a 

blow to universities. 

In some cases, however, book- 

stores on campus have a leg up 

over digital competitors. Several 

online ventures based on trad- 

ing books and networking-based 

sales must quickly attract users 

to their sites to be useful. 

Book Thief.com, 

which went live 

Nov. 27 

locally to connect 

works 

buyers and sellers 
— who pay a 99 

cent listing fee to 

post an item — on 

the same campus 

so they can meet 

and sell textbooks 

in an informal set- 

ting. The site allows for long-dis- 
tance sales, too. 

Co-founder Gary Chubb says 

he is energetically marketing 

BookThief, focusing on the top 

220-sized schools, which he 

thinks exposes the site to half 
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“It’s not only better 
than the Bookstore 

for the savings, but 
more convenient be- 

cause it’s online.” 

Laura Sneddon 

BookRenter 

spokeswoman 

of college students. 

More than 5,000 students have 

registered for the site, he said, 

and 20,000 have viewed books. 

He hopes the proportion of users 

to browsers will increase, bolster- 

ing number of books. 

Mark Hexamer, a co-founder 

of Swaptree.com, which matches 

users’ list of wanted textbooks, 

video games, CDs and DVDs with 

other users who 

have those items 

and want to trade 

them, agreed that 

his site — which is 

still in beta — must 

garner a “critical 

mass” of users for 

it to be effective. 

The more people 

who want to trade 

items, the more 

items are available to trade and 

the greater the likelihood of a 

favorable trade, Hexamer said. 

One company even takes a 

Netflix-like tactic to textbooks. 

BookRenter.com’s approach is 

through short-term leases to stu- 

dents. The company, re-launched 

in August, says it saves students 

up to 75-percent off retail pric- 

€s. 

Laura Sneddon, spokeswoman 

for BookRenter, said the deal is 

overwhelmingly better for stu- 

dents. 

“Why not just pay less for a 

couple months?” she said. “It’s not 

only better than the Bookstore 

for the savings, but more conve- 

nient because it’s online.” 

Approximately nine USF stu- 

dents currently use BookRenter, 

Sneddon said. 

AbeBooks.com, 

11-years-old is a relative veteran 

in a marketplace filled with start- 

ups, is working with a new part- 

ner, allowing the site to revamp 

its buyback program and offer 

more titles. To use it, students 

enter a textbook’s ISBN and a 

merchant will make an offer on 
it. 

Some in the publishing indus- 

try remain skeptical of these 

which at 

new ventures. They encourage 

the sale of used books, which 
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Double your MCAT 
prep—for free! 

up to a $1,849 value ———— 

Not sure which of the 23 MCAT dates is right for you? Enroll in an MCAT 

course in January and prepare for any 2008 test date. You'll have unlimited 

access to online resources and can take a second course—FREE! 

MCAT classes are starting soon: 

January 20" | TCU campus 

February 2" | Ft. Worth Kaplan Center 

don’t generate any profits for 

publishers, making textbooks 

more expensive, said J. Bruce 

Hildebrand, executive director 

of education for the Association 

of American Publishers. 

“The publisher invests all the 

money, and takes all the risk, 

and hires the authors, and does 

all the printing and every thing 

else,” he said. “They have to 

cover all the development costs 

that way — in sales.” 

The industry has fired back 

though, and launched its own 

startup, seizing on the popular- 

ity of e-commerce. 

CourseSmart.com, which is 

still in beta, sells 5,000 elec- 

tronic books at about half the 

price of a conventional retailer, 

Hildebrand said, enabling “stu- 

dents to go directly and pur- 

chase the books that they want 

in the format they want without 

the middleman.” 

Charles Schmitt, spokesman 

for the National Association of 

College Stores, a trade group 

that represents 3,100 college 

bookstores, said he thinks 

Internet startups are capitaliz- 

ing on college textbooks simply 

because it’s an untapped busi- 
ness opportunity. 

“The college textbook mar- 

ket is a $7 billion business,” he 

said. “So everybody is looking 

for other options and a chunk 

of that pie.” 

He also said that electron- 

ic textbook sales are keeping 

with the push toward online 

classes as technology improves. 

Also, people seek alternative 

vendors because they're upset 

about how much books cost, 

he said. 

The end result for campus 

booksellers is that revenue 

from books is declining over 

time. Bookstores are fighting 

to keep customers and prof- 

its by branching out, selling 

jewelry, cosmetics and other 

merchandise. Other college 

bookstores have taken up pur- 

chasing goods and shipping for 

academic departments on some 

campuses, Hildebrand said, in 

addition to selling their text- 

books online. 

Though money from text- 

books is decreasing, Hildeb- 

rand remains optimistic. 

“It’s just a very interesting 

time in the textbook indus- 

try and the college detailing 

industry,” he said. “For anybody 

who is flexible and innovative 

thinking, it will be a success- 

ful time. “ 
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J p use website for books at publisher list prices 

3 www.majorshooks.com | 
   3601 Westridge Avenue 

Fort Worth, TX 76116 
(817) 73549595 Fax: (817) 735 « 9428 

Enroll by January 31st!      

  

Higher MCAT score guaranteed or your money back. 

  

Majors Bookstore 
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“First of all, thank you all for being 

a part of our focus group ...” 
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“I appreciate that you're in the musical 

‘Cats,’ but | didn't anticipate your 

actual tongue being rough.” 
  

“AN EXTRAORDINARY 

   EXTRAORDINARY MA 
A TRULY GREAT 
DOCUMENTARY.” 

-Larry King, CNN 

[1 cross fingers 

uu fight globalwarming.com 
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TODAY IN HISTORY 
1950: Eleven thieves in Boston steal more than 

$2 million from the Brinks Armored Car depot. The 

  

thieves weren't caught until January 1956. 

WORTH A LAUGH — BUT ONL Y ONE 
Q: Why did a kid throw a clock out the window? 

A: To see time fly. 

  

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
  

Sponsored by: 

Where do you go for information? 
Find what you need in the Purple Pages Directory at FrogCribs.com 

Restaurants, services, 
apartments, and more! 

frogeoribs.c 
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Directions 

Fill in the grid so 
that every 3x3 box, 
row and column 

contains the digits 1 
through 9 without 
repeating numbers. 

See Friday's paper 
for answers to 
today's Sudoku 

puzzle. 

  

  

Wednesday's Solutions 
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GET TIPS AND MORE SOLUTIONS 
AT WWW.SUDOKU.COM   

TODAY'S CROSSWORD 
Sponsored b by: 

It is so popular, you 

can’t go to class 

without it. 

Sponsor the crossword and your ad 

could be what everyone is looking at. 

ACROSS 
1 Uris novel, ” 

18" 
5 Latin-American 

dance 
10 Donkey or King 

follower 
14 Blue dye 
15 Toast toppers 
16 California wine 

county 
17 Cambodian 

currency 
18 Likeness 
19 Makes 

mistakes 
20 Start of a quip 
23 Drones 
24 Church 

recesses 
28 Give silent 

assent 
29 Part 2 of quip 
32 Staff symbol 
35 Kind of moth 
36 Gloomy 
37 Type of tuna 
38 Part 3 of quip 
41 Pindar poem 
42 Ashen 
44 Tiller 
45 More 

discourteous 
47 Part 4 of quip 
49 Have a little 

lamb 
50 Pitcher Dave 
51 Aggrandize 
56 End of quip 
59 Cairo's river 
62 Avid 
63 Woosnam and 

Fleming 
64 Takes 

advantage of 
65 Took the wheel 
66 Chevron rival 
67 Sacrifice play 
68 Binge 
69 __-do-well 

DOWN 
1 Tudor queen 
2 Skull bone 
3 Rank below 

capt 
4 Finished 
5 Minted 
6 "Miami Vice" 

co-star 

  

By Alan P. Olschwang 117/08 
Huntington Beach, CA 

7 Without ice 
8 Vincent van. 
9 On the waves 

10 Patella 
protector 

11 Thole insert 
12 "Morning 

Edition” venue 
13 Boastful talk 
21 Sort of switch 
22 __ d'lsere, 

France 
25 Hair holder 
26 Chopin piece 
27 More achy 
29 Veil material 
30 Name: suff 
31 Kung 

chicken 
32 Guitar adjuncts 
33 Sing 

monotonously 
34 Old-time 

actress Palmer 
35 Actor Schreiber 
39 Eureka! 
40 Heavenly prefix 
43 DMV 

requirement 
46 Perfect 

Wednesday's Puzzle Solved 
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48 TV movie 
channel 

49 Main course 

56 G-men 
57 Retirees’ org 
58 Borodin's 

51 Ecole attendee prince 
52 Exclaim loudly 59 Crux 
53 Knight's 60 Bird's alma 

weapon mater 
54 Nightmarish 61 Author 

Belgian artist Deighton 

See Friday's paper for answers to today’s crossword. 
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JIMMY CARTER 

DON'T MISS THE MOVIE THAT WILL HAVE EVERYONE TALKING! 
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W. Berry Street magnolia atThe Modern 
Yonary 18- 20 
Fri 68 8:15 pm, Sat 5 pm, Sun 2 8 415 pm 
Tickets $8.50 members $6.50 

3517 S. UNi1VERSITY DR. 

Fr. WoRrtH, TEXAS 76109 

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth 
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om text- 

Hildeb- 

tic. 

teresting 

k indus- 

detailing 

anybody 

novative 

SUCCESS- 

    

    

8177389215 wwwihemodern.org StarRelegram AmericanAiriines 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.JIMMYCARTERMANFROMPLAINS.COM 
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For more info check out “Applications” at 

DailySkiff.com/jobs or stop by the newsroom     

fe:Ng Ne: 
(817) 923-9700 

www.southuniversitycentre.com 

DAILY 3K 

  

HELP WANTED 

SPORTS-MINDED STUDENTS 

APPLY Top Gun Promotions, has 

openings to start TODAY ! Great 

Part-Time flexible hours starting at 

$20.00/HR. 1 Block from campus 

817-546-3905 

OIL/GAS LEASING 

AGENTS NEEDED! 
Seeking Dependable Money Motivated 

Students! Evenings / Weekends Flexible 

Scheduling. 469.371.1377 

PARTTIME NANNY NEEDED! Well 

behaved toddler and infant. Flexible 

hours, pay negotiable. 817.480.4598 

  

3a¢ PER WORD PER DAY 

  

45¢ PER BOLD WORD PER DAY 
www. tcudailyskiff. com/classifieds T0 PLACE YOUR AD 

NANNIES WANTED! 
Seeking qualified nannies to work with 

great families for top pay. Flesitle 

  

FOR SALE 
  

FLAT SCREEN TV Samsung 50” 

DLP 6 mos old retail $1600 ask $900 

obo; 817.271.0079 

FOR RENT 
  

YOU'RE GONNA LOVE THIS 

HOME! Newly Remodeled, Central 

A/ C, 2 blks to TCU, 4 bds/2 bath, 

1800 sf, all appliances, PERFECT 

FOR FOUR ROOMMATES! Special 

Move-In Price! Cal 817.797.6803 

ROOM FOR RENT 
$550 a mo all bills paid. Spacious living 

area. Call Chris 817.262.9729 

3605 JEANETTE, 3-2-2, 1660SF, 

appliances, nice, 1 mile south TCU, 

$1350, 817-332-2259 

SERVICES 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
Be your own CEO Free 2 min msg 

800-856-2833 

Skiff Advertising 
817-257-7426 
dailyskiff.com 
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LAWN BE GONE 
Tennisball players lose homefield to construction. 

  
aS ws pa— 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

  

  

  

   
    

   

ATHLETICS 
RIFLE VS. OLE MISS 
TURDAY 19TH, ALL-DAY 

    

BUZZER BEATER 
Senior’s three-pointer brings tenth win 
By JOHN BOLLER 
Staff Reporter 
  

The Horned Frogs, now 

10-6 this season, have nearly 

matched the 2006-2007 win 

total. 

Moreover, the 2-1 record in 

the Mountain West Conference 

has the Horned Frogs resting in 

fourth place in the conference, 

and the team is above project- 

ed frontrunner Brigham Young 

University. 

Two days have passed since 

the key come-from-behind win 

against the New Mexico Lobos. 

The win puts the Horned Frogs 

within three victories of last 

season’s team, but the victory 

is just a number to head coach 

Neil Dougherty. 

“I think it (the win) is a big- 

ger factor for the fans right 

now,” Dougherty said. “For us, 

it is a difference of having only 

one conference loss, instead of 

two.” 

The Horned Frogs and the 

University of New Mexico 

Lobos, which are now 1-2 in 

the conference and 14-3 overall, 

went down to the final buzz- 

er at Daniel-Meyer Coliseum 
on Tuesday night. In the close 

game, a three-pointer with just 

1.5 seconds remaining gave the 

Horned Frogs a 74-72 win over 

New Mexico. 

During the night, the teams 

shot a combined 39 three-point- 

ers, but none was bigger than 

senior guard Ryan Wall's final 
shot. 

“The play that coach drew up 

in the huddle did not call for me 

to shoot the shot,” Wall said. “I 

remember thinking, ‘please go 

in, when it left my hand.” 

Following a Lobos turnover, 

the Horned Frogs came out of 

a timeout ready to run the play 

Dougherty drew up. Without any 

hesitation, Wall got the ball, made 

his move and heard the roar 

of the home crowd as the ball 

splashed through the net. Wall's 

three gave TCU its first lead of the 

second half] closing the door on 

New Mexico's attempt at a con- 

ference win on the road. 

NATIONAL 

  

  
AHN PHAM / Staff Photographer 

Junior forward Kevin Langford tosses a jump shot over New Mexico forward Johnnie Harris. Langford finished the night with 16 
points and a pair of steals. The next game for the Horned Frogs will be Saturday against the Colorado State University Rams. 

The game seemed to feature 

a different TCU team in each 
half. 

In the first half, TCU had a 

stretch of almost nine minutes 

without a field goal and made 

only eight shots, compared to 

seven three pointers by New 

Mexico that propelled them to 
a 13-point lead. 

The second-half Horned Frogs 

shot 76 percent from the floor, 

erasing all memory of the poor 
first. 

“We talked more about our 

defense really at halftime, but 

when we did talk about our 

offense, we were being too pas- 

sive,” Dougherty said. “When we 

got aggressive we would drib- 

ble one too many times and get 

offensive fouls called on us.” 

The Horned Frogs got back 

into the game when sophomore. 

guard Jason Ebie drained a three- 

pointer from the corner to tie the 

game 59-59 with 5:17 left. 

The Horned Frogs played 

a physical game and cut the 

Lobos’ 13-point halftime lead 

to eight points halfway through 
the second. 

“In the second half we did a 

better job of driving the ball into 

the defense’s soft spot,” Dough- 

erty said. “We had better control 

and were able to make a run and 

cut into their lead.” 

TCU was able to contain 

New Mexico's leading scorer, 

J.R. Giddens, to just two points 

on two field-goal attempts in 

the first half. Giddens stepped 

up his play in the second and 

put up seven points in fewer 

than 10 minutes. He finished 

with 12 points and shot five of 

10 from the field. The Lobos’ 

senior guard Darren Prentice 

filled in for Giddens, by shoot- 

ing five of six from behind the 

arc in the first half. 

“There was some give and 

take. We were trying to keep 

the ball away from certain peo- 

ple that we thought could hurt 

us,” Dougherty said. “A couple 

of times they got out and got 

some threes, but we answered 

quickly. It was not really detri- 
mental.” 

Junior guard Henry Salter 

leads the Horned Frogs with 15.5 

points per game and finished 

the game with 16 points and 60 

percent from the field. ‘ 

The Horned Frogs did have a 

three-point advantage after five 
minutes of play. 

TCU’s next game is Saturday 

against Colorado State in Fort 
Collins, Colo. 

As for the team being able to 

carry momentum into the next 

game following the game-win- 

ning shot, Dougherty said, “I 

think it is a bigger factor for the 
fans right now. 

“For us, it is a difference of 

having only one conference loss, 
instead of two.” 

  

Athletic experience aids college life 
By JEANETTE CLAYSON 

The (BYU) Daily Universe 

PROVO, Utah — When 

Ericka Predmore received her 

first homework assignment in 

  

first grade, her grandma sat her 

down and made her finish it 

before allowing her to go play 
soccer again. 

“I loved playing soccer, but 

my grandma wouldn’t let me 

play if my grades dropped,” 
Predmore said. 

Predmore has been playing 

soccer for 14 years now, and she 

always puts school first. When 

she was younger, she had to do 

well in school to compete in 

soccer. This continued as she 

got older, but she also learned 

that she had to do well in soc- 

cer to go on to college. 

She currently competes at 

Lamar University in Beaumont, 

Texas, on a full ride scholarship 

for soccer. She fully intends to 

continue her hard work both 

on the field and in the class- 
room. 

Predmore is a classic exam- 

ple of the study recently pub- 

lished by Kelly P. Troutman and 

Brighman Young University 

professor Mikaela J. Dufur. 

The study, published in 

a recent edition of Youth & 

Society Journal, analyzes the 

research by Troutman and 

Dufur that shows that girls 

who participate in high school 

sports are 41 percent more like- 

ly to graduate from college than 

those who do not. 

The percentages in some col- 

leges were significantly higher 

than 41 percent, but Troutman 

and Dufur calculated several 

other influencing factors, lead- 

ing them to their final num- 
bers. 

According to the study, 
the relationship 

between sports 

and college “helps 

validate legislation 

mandating equal 

opportunities and 

funding for female 

sports.” 

Troutman and 

Dufur are not the 

only ones to have 

noticed the bene- 

fits of athletics on 

students. William 

Miller, who has coached high 

school cross country for the 

past 18 years, said he has seen 

almost all of his athletes go on 

to complete college, regardless 

of whether they continue ath- 

letic competition. 

“There is a definite crossover 

between the values and goals 

of cross country and education. 

You need to have the same hab- 

“There is a definite 

crossover between 

the values and goals 
of cross country and 
education. You need 

to have the same hab- 

its to achieve in both” 

William Miller 

high school cross 

country coach 

its to achieve in both,” Miller 

said. 

Miller said he believes, and 

instills in his athletes, that if 

you can achieve in cross coun- 

try, you can do anything. 

Similarly, the findings in 

Troutman and Dufur’s research 

suggest that females who partici- 

pate in sports have an additional 

societal benefit: “increased edu- 

cational attainment.” 

Chris Chilcoat, head wom- 

€n’s soccer 

coach at Provo 

High School, 

said he thinks 

the findings in 

this research 

are accurate. In 

his experience 

as a coach, he 

said he has seen 

nearly all of his 

athletes go on to 

college. 

He also said 

in sports, individuals are able 

to see rewards for all the hard 

work they put in. This hard 

work is a good life skill that 

helps them as they continue 

in other important pursuits, 

whether they continue com- 

peting in soccer. 

Kirsten Swenson felt the same 

way about her athletic experi- 

ence. She competed for three 

years on her high school swim 
team in Texas, and said experi- 

ences like that are beneficial to 

everyone throughout life. 

Swenson had to learn these 

skills in high school. She bal- 

anced her schoolwork, a retail 

job and swimming, which 

could include Saturday meets 
that lasted all day. 

“It had a positive effect 

because it forced me to man- 

age my time better,” Swenson 

said. “I could dedicate time to 

my studies better.” 

Swenson did not go on to 

swim competitively in college, 

although she does still enjoy 

swimming. She said she still 

enjoys her swimming memo- 

ries and continues to use the 

lessans she learned as an ath- 

lete as she completes her senior 

year of college at BYU. 

Chilcoat, through his experi- 

ence of coaching women’s soc- 

cer, has found that he rarely 

has to worry about his athletes’ 

grades. Although GPA is a com- 

mon concern for coaches, he 

has consistently seen his team 

take academics seriously. 

“Providing more opportuni- 

ties for female participation in 

sports may help bring about 

positive academic changes,” 

Troutman and Dufur wrote in 
the paper. 

TRACK AND FIELD 
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Indoor meet shows 
promise for season 
By DAVID HALL 
Staff Reporter 
  

The TCU track and field 

team looks to follow its 

strong performance at the 
Arkansas Invitational with 

an even stronger season, the 

team’s head coach said. 

The men’s and women’s 

teams finished with 21 top-five 

finishes at the season-opening 

indoor meet Jan. 11 in Fayette- 

ville, Ark., five of which were 

first place marks. 

Despite the team’s early 

success, head coach Darryl 

Anderson doesn’t want to 

get carried away with the 

strong opening. 

“I don't look at it from this 

perspective at this time of 

year,” Anderson said. He said 

the team’s goals lie further on 
in the season. 

“We want to be competitive 

at the conference level and be a 

good team nationally,” Ander- 

son said. “We're trying to get 

into the top 20 nationally.” 

Senior Jonathan Jackson 

won first place in the men’s 

triple jump with a career-best 

distance of 15.77 meters, set- 

ting an NCAA provisional 

mark, a qualifying standard 

for the NCAA Track and Field 
Championships. 

Freshman Stormy Har- 

rison won her first NCAA 

event at the meet, taking 

women’s shot put with a toss 

of 15.32 meters, also good 

for a provisional mark. 

Junior sprinter Andon 

Mitchell won the men’s 60 

meters with a time of 6.75 

seconds. 

In the men’s 200 meters, 

sophomore Dell Guy came 

in third with a time of 21.75 

seconds, while freshman 

Matthew Love came in fourth 

with a time of 22.12. 

Senior Virgil Hodge cap- 

tured first in both the wom- 

en’s 60- and 200-meter sprints, 

with times of 7.38 and 23.63, 

respectively. Both are NCAA 

provisional marks. 

Hodge and Jackson were 

honored as the Mountain West 

Conference men’s and women’s 

indoor track and field athletes 

of the week for their perfor- 

mance in Arkansas. 

“I ran the fastest I've ever 

run opening (the season),” 

Hodge said. “Things are 

going to be really good this 

season. I'm looking forward 

to running even faster times 

as the season progresses.” 

Hodge also has high hopes 

for the team’s success. 

“We have a great opportu- 

nity to win conference this 

year,” Hodge said. “We have 

a great sprinting group this 

year, and if we can stay men- 

tally strong, we can actually 

go in and win conference. In 

terms of the national meet, I 

think we have a chance of 

getting in the finals of the 

relays and even going in and 
winning the relays.” 

Next up for the Flyin’ 

Frogs will be the Texas Tech 

Invitational in Lubbock on 

Jan. 26. 

  ROBYN SHEPHEARD / Skiff Archives 

Sophomore sprinter Dell Guy, pictured here in April 2006, took third place in last 
week's Arkansas Invitational in the 200-meter dash. 

  

NATIONAL 

Free tuition incentive 
brings in hockey fans 
By CASEY HAYDEN 
(University of North) Dakota 
Student 

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — 

North Dakota women’s hock- 

ey fans will have a chance to 

win a free semester’s worth 

of tuition during the home 

game this Friday. 

This is the second time in 

the past year and a half that 

the university has decided 

to give away the prize to 

encourage students to sup- 

port UND’s sporting events. 

At the first home football 

game this past year, the 

same prize was given out. 

Ralph Engelstad Arena 

Senior Marketing Coor- 

dinator Alex Kringen has 

now come up with a new 

way to promote the “much 

improved girl’s hockey 

team,” he said. 

Kringen said the oppor- 

  

tunity to support the team 
is exciting. 

“I am proud at how much 

they have improved,” he said. 

“They are a different team 

from last year, and are play- 
ing so well.” 

Organizers are hoping to 
improve the attendance to 
these games. 

“We would like to drive 
the attendance, to get the stu- 
dents to the women’s games 
too, which are just as com- 
petitive and fun to watch,” 
Kringen said. 

The chance to win free 
tuition is open only to cur- 
rent UND students. Student 
ticket buyers will be entered 
into a raffle, and a random 
drawing done at the game 
will choose the winner. 

Students need to be present 
at the game during the drawing 
in order to be eligible to win. 
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